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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Joe Heller

No Muslim ban
Editor:

The Supreme Court has heard 
oral arguments on the Trump 
Muslim Ban. A decision is expect-
ed in June. Lower federal courts 
have struck down all three ver-
sions of the ban. Press reports 
have indicated that the court may 
overturn the lower courts and 
approve the racist, xenophobic 
and profoundly un-American ban. 
This is an abhorrent prospect.

At our weekly Human 
Billboard Vigil, we proclaim our 
opposition to the Muslim Ban. 
We value our Muslim friends and 
neighbors in Alameda. We wel-
come refugees and people of all 
faiths and nationalities. We reaf-
firm our dedication to our city’s 
motto “Everyone Belongs Here.”

I urge everyone, including 
members of the Muslim com-
munity to stand together on 
Saturdays at noon on the corner 
of Park Street and Santa Clara 
Avenue. We are in this together: 
Everyone Belongs Here!

— Ruth Smiler

Editor’s note: The weekly vigil 
on Park Street referenced above 
will not be held this weekend due 
to the Spring Festival.

Trouble with blowers
Editor:

Two little girls were playing 
outside the apartments across the 
road from our house the other day. 
Someone called them in for lunch. 
A guy came along in front of the 
apartments with a two-stroke gas-
powered leaf blower. He blew at 
leaves and bits of grass for a while, 
then moved on round the corner. 
Consequently, when the little girls 
came out to play they were breath-
ing air that was full of bad stuff. 

This was not an unusual event. 
Kids play outside a lot on our 
street, and guys with two-stroke 
leaf blowers are frequent visitors. 
But this is a very unhealthy, dan-
gerous, combination. Children’s 
lungs are particularly vulnerable. 
They need and deserve clean air. 

There’s plenty of leaf-blower 
information on the Internet. Here’s 
a sample: “The New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation says gasoline leaf 
blowers are responsible for fuel 
and exhaust emissions including 
hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen, 
carbon monoxide and fine par-
ticulate matter.” They state the 
amount of carbon monoxide emit-
ted from a typical gas leaf blower 
in one hour of operation is the 
same as you’d get from driving a 
modern car for eight hours. 

Two-stroke, gas-powered leaf-
blowers have been banned in a 
number of cities including: Los 
Angeles, Los Gatos, Palo Alto, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Monica and 

Beverley Hills. It’s time the City of 
Alameda followed suit. We owe it to 
our kids, ourselves and the planet. 

— Emmanuel Williams

Adopt-a-Bed Update
Editor:

Many thanks to those indi-
viduals and groups who have con-
tributed to the Midway Shelter 
for abused women and their 
children. A number of the listed 
donors have contributed several 
times recently.

The women and children of 
the shelter thank: Robert & Ann 
Kenyon, Lily Lorens, Kathryn 
Ann Kenneally, Jean Smith-Castle 
and Alameda Christian Reformed 
Church. Beatriix Greenwell gave 
generously as did: Louis Toepfer, 
Christine Buck, the Pipkin and 
McGrath Family, Louise Oram 
and Jerene Meissert in honor 
of Kate Meissert. Mary Burson 
donated as a Christmas gift for 
Jesse. Virginia Krutilek donated 
along with: Gabrielle Dolphin, 
Susanne Gallagher, Jacqueline 
MacMillan, Joan Harris, Alameda 
Hospitality Club, Ann North and 
Leslie Thornton. 

The shelter also thanks donors: 
Jeff Delaney, Paula Patillo-Dupree, 
Janette Howard, Mary Buck, the 
Alameda Quilt Guild, Carol, the 
Bay Area Crochet & Knitting Guild, 
William & Rosemarie Jackson, 
Cynthia & Walter Grady and Mary 
Lou Kurtz. Starbucks at South 
Shore Shopping Center gave to the 
shelter as did: Glenn & Patti Itano, 
Pacific Coast Real Estate, Jeff & 
Theresa Rude, Mary McNamara 
in honor of Jackie MacMillan and 
Pamela Williams. Donors: Emily & 
Joseph Shea, Helen Sause, Robert 
S. McBride, Dawn E. Graeff, St. 
Joseph Basilica, Steve Krutilek & 
Mary Mills and Garrienne Nakano 
also gave generously.

Two donors chose to remain 
anonymous.

Donations may be sent to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda, CA 94501. For 
more information, call 357-0205, Ext. 
206 or visit www.midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek

Help end turmoil 
Editor:

Turmoil: noun, a state of great 
disturbance, confusion or uncertainty.

It is the rare occasion when I 
find myself in a state of turmoil, 
but articles, opinion pieces and 
blog posts I have read over the 
past month have created this con-
dition. The reason? 

These communications dem-
onstrate the community’s lack of 
awareness of the city’s tenant-
protection laws. The fact that 
March 31 marked the two-year 
anniversary of the City Council’s 
implementation of the Rent 
Stabilization and Limitations on 

Morton Chalfy
Last week I attended a mid-

dle- school track meet held at 
the College of Alameda and had 
a great time. I was there with my 
son and his family to watch my 
12-year-old granddaughter run in 
the 100-meter, the 200-meter and 
the 200-meter 
relay races. She 
did well, all the 
kids did well 
and the crowd 
did best of all.

D e s p i t e 
the aluminum 
bleachers facing 
due west so that 
the spectators were baked to a 
fare-thee-well the crowd, entranced 
by the kids on the track, seemed 
not to mind much at all. It was the 
usual “parents of the schoolchil-
dren in Alameda” crowd. Diverse to 
the max, intelligent, engaged and 
supportive of all. The stragglers 
in every race received as much 
applause as the lead groups and 
the applause was heartfelt and 
meant to encourage the effort and 
disregard the result. So excellent.

The kids outnumbered the 
spectators but we made up for it 

by cheering loudly, congratulating 
warmly and generally producing 
an atmosphere of “and a good time 
was had by all.” It was a long after-
noon for some of the littlest kids, 
the siblings of the participants, 
but even among the toddlers 
there were no meltdowns and no 

tantrums. I did 
catch a few nap-
ping serenely.

Alameda is 
home to people 
from every race 
of human and, 
I think, every 
c o m b i n a t i o n 
of races. It is 

encouraging to be among people 
whose friendships cross racial 
lines and whose tolerance is on 
open display. Hugs and greetings 
put every skin shade in close 
proximity to every other one and 
the conversations revealed real 
relationships between real people 
without regard to color.

For personal as well as phil-
osophical reasons that give me 
hope for the future despite the 
dark time of the soul our country 
is currently experiencing. Races 
on the track and mixing of races in 

Amblin’ Alameda

Kids’ Races Bring Races Together
the stands. Alameda rocks!

Check out more of Alameda 
resident Morton Chalfy’s writings 
at www.mortchalfy.com.

Conversations 
revealed real  
relationships 
between real  
people without 
regard to color.

Richard Bartalini 
I’m responding to recent let-

ters asking us to replace Nancy 
O’Malley as our District Attorney 
(DA), (“Local politicians endorse 
corrupt district attorney,” April 
19. I offer the following rebuttal. 
O’Malley is the first woman to 
serve as Alameda County’s DA. She 
has been in office for 10 years. She 
is fair minded, but also a tough 
advocate for justice. One example 
of her fairness is evidenced by her 
dismissing nearly 6,000 old mari-
juana cases in the wake of the new 
state law legalizing possession and 
recreational use of marijuana for 
people 21 and older. 

She is an innovative DA who 
has focused on reform as much 
as on prosecution. She is a top, 
solid prosecutor who balances 
putting serious criminals in jail 
and diverting those with minor 
offences best served with social 
services or mental-health pro-
grams. O’Malley understands and 
advocates the balance between 
keeping the public safe by fighting 
crime of all kinds, particularly vio-
lent crime, while ensuring equality 
and fairness in prosecution so our 
criminal justice system does not 
discriminate and punish people 
unfairly. 

Her fairness, yet toughness, as 
a prosecutor is demonstrated by 

the great number of awards she 
had received since becoming DA. 
A few examples:

n The San Francisco 
Collaborative against Human 
Traffic Modern-Day Abolitionist 
Award.

n The American Bar 
Association’s Margaret Brent 
Woman Lawyer Award. 

O’Malley was the first DA in our 
nation to receive this award that 
recognizes the accomplishment of 
women lawyers who have excelled 
in their fields, the receipt of which 
paved the way for other women 
lawyers. 

n The James Irvine Foundation 
Leadership Award. 

Bringing justice for victims 
of child trafficking, O’Malley 
created the Human Exportation 
Trafficking Watch Program, the 
first in California. The program 
brings prosecutors, investigators 
and victim advocates together to 
address the needs of those who 
have been exploited. The program 
makes sure that the exploiters are 
prosecuted to the full extent of 
the law. 

O’Malley created a partnership 
with Catholic Charities of the East 
Bay to provide safe homes for 
victims of child sex trafficking. In 
addition, within her own office, 
she started a restitution program 

O’Malley Still Right 
for District Attorney

that ensure that those convicted 
repay their victims for the loss-
es they suffered. 

She also established the 
Alameda County Family Justice 
Center, which provides legal, 
health, housing, psychological 
and other support services for 
victims at one, single location. 
This assistance helps further vic-
tims’ safety, recovery and well-
being. 

O’Malley’s opponent has never 
been a prosecutor. She has spent 
most of her life as a civil-rights liti-
gator, a worthy endeavor in itself, 
but not conducive to being an 
effective prosecutor. This oppo-
nent believes that the people of 
Alameda County do not want a 
prosecutor for DA. She says that 
she will only “pursue felony cases” 
by implication, excluding cases of 
drunken driving, car break-ins and 
some sex crimes. She will not seek 
the death penalty in first degree 
murder cases. 

Is this the kind of DA you 
want? 

Has O’Malley made mistakes? 
Yes. None of us is perfect. I ques-
tion the most recent example of 
her accepting a $10,000 campaign 
contribution from the Fremont 
Police Officers Association while 
her office is investigating the con-
duct of Fremont police officers.
Any perception of a conflict is to 
be avoided. Retuning the contri-
bution will eliminate any sugges-
tion of impropriety.

In spite of this error in 
judgement, O’Malley’s qualifi-
cations, experience and record 
dictate that she be reelected 
as our DA. 

Chester Richard Bartalini is a 
retired Judge of the Superior Court 
of Alameda County.

Commentary

Robert E. Doyle
Thanks to community support, 

and voter-approved funding, the 
East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) has exciting new proj-
ects under way to improve public 
access, recreational opportunities 
and educational services in local 
regional parks. 

In Alameda, land-use planning 
efforts have begun for expansion 
of Crown Memorial State Beach to 
improve public access, educational 
services and recreational opportuni-
ties. These include upgrading Crab 
Cove Visitor Center facilities and 
services. In 2015, a federal property 
adjacent to the Crab Cove Visitor 
Center was acquired by EBRPD. The 
property was slated for housing but 
because of community efforts, it was 
changed to public park use. In 2017, 
Measure CC helped fund the demoli-
tion of two dilapidated buildings on 
the property allowing land-use plan-
ning to move forward. 

In Oakland, at the touchdown 
of the Bay Bridge lies the future 
East Bay Gateway Regional Park. 
The park district recently signed 
a lease with Caltrans to operate 
the 24,000-square foot historic 
and newly renovated Bridge Yard 
Building, which will serve as the 
recreational anchor for the park. 
The facility will offer interpretive 
and recreational programming, 
concessionaires for food, equip-
ment rentals and event space. 
Additionally, thanks to funding 
from the Bay Area Toll Authority, 
the last remaining pilings from the 
1936 Bay Bridge will also be reused 
to create a new shoreline public 
access observation platform.

In Albany, construction will soon 
begin to improve habitat, public 
access and the Bay Trail at the 
Albany Beach area of McLaughlin 
Eastshore State Park. With fund-

Evictions Ordinance and that it was 
affirmed by 55 percent of Alameda 
voters in the Nov. 8, 2016, election 
only exacerbates my state of mind.

It is disturbing to read that the 
Rent Review Advisory Committee 
(RRAC) has no power to protect 
residents against unfair and exces-
sive rent increases. In most cases, 
the committee can render a bind-
ing and enforceable decision that 
restricts the ability of a housing 
provider to unreasonably raise 
rents to an amount that would 
result in displacing the most vulner-
able members of our community. 
RRAC can even assist residents who 
rent housing that is exempt from 
rent control by providing a media-
tion process where the resident 
and housing provider can develop a 
mutually beneficial agreement.

I am confused that there are 
residents who rent units and homes 
and are not aware of these renter 
protections. The ordinance requires 
every rent-increase notice to con-
tain language informing the resi-
dent of their rights, including the 
ability to challenge a rent increase 
of any amount in front of RRAC. 
The ordinance requires every hous-
ing provider to file a form with the 
city if they wish to raise the rent 
more than 5 percent and when they 
terminate a tenancy for any reason.

My confusion is compounded 
when I look back on all the outreach 
the Alameda Housing Authority has 
done over the past two years and 
the number of classes it continues to 
offer on a monthly basis. Residents 
and housing providers can take the 
rent-increase workshop, a termina-
tion-of-tenancy workshop and get 
training in fair housing. The monthly 
schedule is available on the Housing 
Authority’s website at www.alameda 
rentprogram.org/workshops.

I am uncertain of what to do 
about the lack of community aware-
ness, the public misperception, 
erroneous reporting and outright 
misrepresentations made by some 
residents and community leaders 
regarding these protections.

Perhaps it is time for a broad- 
based, outreach refresher course 
covering the provisions of the ordi-
nance that can prevent excessive 
rent increases and provide compen-
sation to residents when a prop-
erty owner needs to terminate a 
tenancy. Adding monthly reporting 
on the decisions of the RRAC in the 
print media and blog posts would 
reinforce the notion that residents 
do have recourse. 

Both residents and housing 
providers could benefit from this 
shared knowledge, and I would be 
in less turmoil. Any suggestions 
are invited and welcomed at jeff 
cambra@earthlink.net.

— Jeff Cambra 
Local mediator and attorney

ing from Measure CC and other 
voter-approved measures, new 
restrooms, parking and other 
improvements will be added, as 
well as nearly one mile of new San 
Francisco Bay Trail. Construction 
is slated to begin in June, with 
completion in January 2019.

I look forward to keeping read-
ers updated on these and other 
projects EBRPD is working on to 
maintain and enhance the Bay 

Area’s quality of life. See you in 
your Regional Parks!

Robert Doyle is general man-
ager of the East Bay Regional 
Park District. Doyle has been with 
the Park District since 1975 and 
has served as General Manager 
since 2011. The East Bay Regional 
Park District is the largest park 
district in the United States with 73 
regional parks on 121,000 acres of 
open space. 

New Public Access Projects Coming to East Bay


