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Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Help Alameda Make 
Earth Day Matter

Ode to LimeBikes
Oh LimeBikes, Oh LimeBikes, 

where do you go?
Not left in the bike racks, 
you’re tossed to and fro!

You repose on the sidewalks,
You are stuffed in the trees,
Since you are just rented,

You’re neglected with ease!
Like the bike trail on Shore Line,

The intentions were lovely,
But the mess that continues,

Makes Alameda look ugly!
And BART is now cluttered,
You are spreading the mess,
Let’s think more and plan,

Say no before yes!
— C. Perry

What’s in a name?
Editor:

What’s in a name? It is more 
important what is going on in 
the building. Or are you saying 
the Haight School community is 
espousing the philosophy of its 
namesake? 

Who remembers who these 
people are or what they believed? 
Lum, Paden, Littlejohn or 
Sweeney? 

My question is, why do you 
want to change the name? Is it an 
Alamedan or someone who has 
had their 15 minutes of fame in the 
newspaper? 

— Ellie Hornsby 

The racist among us 
Editor:

I’ve noticed that Rasheed 
Shabazz has been getting a lot of 
space in the Alameda Sun lately. 
(“Confronting Racist Symbols in 
Alameda’s Public Spaces,” March 
29). He writes well enough and 
focuses (obsesses?) on a single 
issue: race. 

I’m well aware that many peo-
ple are worked up over that issue 
and feel that it deserves endless 
discussion. I, myself, have found 
his writing tedious, until today. 

I think Shabazz clearly crossed 
the line in pointing out the race of 
the publishers of the Sun with an 
intent to diminish their work. Such 
behavior might well earn one the 
title of “supremacist.”

— Mike Fennelly

Rename public spaces 
for inclusive people
Editor:

I think it would be wonder-
ful if Alameda’s public spaces, 
sometimes named to honor peo-

ple whose actions during their 
lifetime are now recognized as 
racist, were now renamed to allow 
our public spaces to celebrate 
Alameda’s inclusive values. Show 
people the best of us!

— Carol Fairweather

Open letter from Ash
Dear supporters:

I met with the Alameda Unified 
School District Superintendent to 
discuss my termination. It seems 
as though I was fired because I 
failed to follow lesson plans when 
I substituted in many classes over 
an extended period of time. 

The fact that I was not warned 
ahead of my firing is on them. For 
not following lesson plans is on 
me. I’m not sure if I can change or 
will change. I’m sad, but life goes 
on within you and without you.

I am deeply grateful for all 
the support so many of you have 
given me. I feel blessed. In some 
ways I am ashamed for putting 
you through a mistake on my part. 

Thanks, thanks, thanks.
— Ashley Jones

Youth to speak out 
Editor:

On Friday, April 13, the League 
of Women Voters of Alameda 
(LWVA) and the College of Alameda 
(CoA) present Democracy 
Matters: The third annual Civics 
Scholarship Program and Speech 
Tournament. The topic this year 
is based on United States his-
tory and current challenges: What 
changes should be included in 
immigration reform?

LWVA and CoA are proud to 
provide Alameda’s young people 
with a platform to add their ideas 
to the national debate on how to 
resolve the legal status of immi-
grants in our community and 
country. With the exception of 
Native Americans and enslaved 
persons stolen from their home-
lands, we are all descendants of 
immigrants. 

As future leaders, our young 
people are encouraged to express 
their thoughts on border security 
as it relates to national security; 
how a sufficiently robust immigra-
tion policy can benefit the econo-
my; and whether our immigration 
policies reflect American values 
as put forth in the Declaration of 
Independence.

Three years ago, LWVA and 
CoA partnered to create the 
Democracy Matters: LWVA/CoA 
High School Civics Scholarship 
Program. The program’s goal 

The Sun does it again
Publishers & staff:

Thanks so much for the Sun. 
Have enjoyed it for more years than 
I care to count! 

— Shirley Sorenson

Editor:
We just moved to Alameda and 

we love your paper. 
— Barbara Joans & Ken Harmon

Hi Eric & Dennis:
Thank you for the Sun, the week 

is not complete without it! Thank 
you for all you do.

— Pirjo Hannele Spanfelner

John L. Lipp
I was recently discussing my 

one-year anniversary as execu-
tive director of the Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS), 
when a friend asked me if I had ever 
been bitten. Not by an animal, I 
said, but those human bites are the 
worst! My friend laughed with me, 
but we both knew it wasn’t totally 
a joke. (In full disclosure, a rabbit 
once nibbled on my arm as I was 
holding him for a video shoot; but 
he thought my arm was food and 
it was more of a pinch than a bite.)

The majority of the people we 
encounter in running an open-
intake shelter like FAAS are pretty 
special. They are the people who 
come to adopt; to open their homes 
to homeless animals and provide 
a lifetime of love and care. They 
literally save lives. They are the 
people who volunteer. They show 
up week after week, help take care 
of our animals, give them love and 
remind them that they, too, deserve 
a forever home. They are the good 
samaritans who see a stray animal 
on the street and go out of their 
way to rescue it and bring it to the 

A Year in the Life of the Animal Shelter
shelter. They are 
our donors, the 
people who sup-
port our chari-
table programs 
that allow FAAS 
to run the open-
intake Alameda 
Animal Shelter 
like a private 
humane society, 
ensuring that 
more than 94 
percent of the animals who come 
through our doors each year are 
saved. 

They are also the people who 
choose to dedicate their profes-
sional time and skills as employees 
of the shelter. It can be physically 
and emotionally demanding work, 
often driven by sudden-crisis situ-
ations. We never know how many 
strays or owner-surrendered pets 
will be brought to the shelter on 
any given day, often pushing our 
outdated and aging facility to its 
limits. Recently, six roosters and 
four hens were confiscated by the 
police and brought to the shelter. 
That is what life is like in an open-
intake shelter that functions 365 
days a year.

On the flip side are the small, 
but very vocal, percentage of peo-
ple who only find fault. These “bit-
ers” can not only be demoralizing, 
but also frightening. In the past 
year, our staff has been physically 
threatened, screamed at, cursed 
at (it’s fascinating how versatile a 
certain transitive verb that starts 
with an “f” can be), labeled with 
vile homophobic slurs and even 
spat on. One person demeaned our 
staff by insisting that none of us 
care about animals and only work 
at the shelter to “get rich.” You 
can’t make this stuff up.

Our crime? We were simply doing 

our best to take 
care of animals 
who, through 
no fault of their 
own, ended up in 
the shelter.

The people 
who complain 
the loudest tend 
to be the entitled 
ones, often using 
social media 
to amplify their 

grievances even before we’ve had 
a chance to work with them and 
understand the situation. They are 
usually upset because we don’t have 
the “perfect” pet for them, or the pet 
they wanted has been adopted to a 
home that can provide the best care 
for that particular animal. 

We gently remind them that our 
shelter — like so many other shel-
ters — is full of other animals in 
need of a home. Rarely do we turn 
away a potential adopter. Instead, 
we counsel them on what pet 
would most likely thrive in their 
home. It might not be the “perfect” 
animal they came to see, but it just 
might be the perfect pet for them. 

Some people get upset because 
their animal has been impounded 
by the police and they don’t want 
to pay the associated fees. It’s 
important to note that FAAS has no 
control over how these situations 
are resolved; our job is to hold and 
care for the animal while the city’s 
animal-control function manages 
the legal process.

Do we make mistakes? Absolutely! 
No organization is perfect and we are 
always evaluating ways to work bet-
ter and more effectively for the resi-
dents and animals of Alameda. When 
we make mistakes we do our best to 
learn from them and, when practical, 
make changes. 

But when people attack my staff 

and question their integrity, I take 
it personally. I wish they could 
see them coming in at night to 
transport an abused and suffering 
dog — left in a box to die — to an 
emergency vet; shedding a tear 
when the veterinarian says there 
is no hope; and holding the sweet 
boy so that his final moments in 
what was a terrible life can be 
filled with peace and love.

I wish they could see the tears 
of joy when a long-time resident 
of the shelter is finally adopted, 
and how everyone comes to 
the front to say goodbye to an 
animal they’ve come to love. I 
wish they could understand how 
much time we invest in every 

Commentary

Commentary
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is to help prepare our youth to 
enter society informed and will-
ing to engage in the government 
process with tested communication 
and critical-thinking skills. The win-
ner receives a $1,000 scholarship 
and the runner up a $500 scholar-
ship from LWVA. Participants also 
receive a LWV reference on their 
college admittance resumes and 
CoA credits from the communica-
tions department. Participating 
students are from Girls Inc. of the 
Island City and the Alameda Science 
and Technology Institute. 

Please come out at 5 p.m. on 
April 13, to CoA (Building F, 555 
Ralph Appezzato Memorial Parkway 
in Alameda) to hear the high school 
youth of Alameda add their voices 
to our country’s immigration-policy 
debate.

— Georgia Gates Derr
LWVA President

Time for California  
to lead on healthcare
Editor:

California legislators recently 
introduced a hodge-podge health-
care package they say will provide 
more residents with insurance cov-
erage through a series of patches 
and tweaks to our already convo-
luted and inefficient system. Their 
proposals build on the Affordable 
Care Act, a system that has tragically 
demonstrated that insurance “cov-
erage,” with its huge out-of-pocket 
costs, forces many to skip care even 
if they are paying for premiums. Why 
would we want to expand a sys-
tem designed to enrich the health 
insurance industry by restricting and 
denying care to so many?

It’s time for California to lead the 
nation by adopting the Medicare-
for-all type system proposed in 
the Healthy California Act, SB 562, 
sponsored by the California Nurses 
Association.

Critics of SB 562, say it would 
cost too much. On the contrary, it 
would save billions and cover every-
one, regardless of their economic 
or immigration status. It is our cur-
rent healthcare system that costs 
too much. We pay far more than 
other nations and get far less, includ-
ing poorer health outcomes and a 
reduced life span.  

SB 562 will save billions of dollars 
and save lives. We can and must do 
both.

— Ann Levy

Recently, six roost-
ers and four hens 
were confiscated 
by the police and 
brought to the 
shelter. That is 
life in an open-
intake shelter.

Ann McCormick
When Earth Day first launched 

in 1970, it signaled the rise of the 
modern environmental movement 
in the United States. Today, more 
than one billion people celebrate 
Earth Day across the globe, bring-
ing international attention to the 
environment. 

Here in Alameda, we can take 
inspiration from the legacy of Earth 
Day as we address our island’s envi-
ronmental challenges. I am proud of 
our city’s Public Utilities Board and 
Alameda Municipal Power (AMP) 
for working to protect Alameda and 
the planet from the harmful effects 
of climate change. 

As we prepare to celebrate 
Earth Day on April 22, I am happy 
to share information about AMP’s 
history and current policies so 
Alamedans can better understand 
our community-owned utility’s long 
and ongoing commitment to the 
environment. 

In the 1980s, AMP was one 
of the first utilities to invest 
heavily in renewable power 
through development of geother-
mal resources at the Geysers in 
Northern California. This was fol-

lowed by years of investment in 
other renewable energy sources 
including wind, landfill gas and 
hydropower. By 2011, the util-
ity easily exceeded the state’s 
Renewable Portfolio Standard, 
(RPS), that requires electric utili-
ties to purchase a growing per-
centage of their electricity from 
renewable sources by 2030.

In fact, AMP developed so much 
renewable energy that we have 
been able to strategically sell por-
tions of it on a short-term basis to 
other utilities struggling to meet 
the state RPS mandate. AMP esti-
mates that these renewable energy 
credit agreements (referred to as 
REC sales), which run from 2012 to 
2019, will generate about $32 million 
of additional revenue. 

At the direction of the Public 
Utilities Board, the funds from these 
short-term sales must be used for 
local investments in programs that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with electricity use. 

To date, AMP has used approxi-
mately $15 million of this funding 
for energy-saving projects to help 
residents, businesses, schools and 
city facilities reduce their energy 

use with upgrades to lighting, 
appliances, HVAC, refrigeration 
and more. Staff is currently evalu-
ating a community solar program 
and planning more greenhouse-
gas-reducing projects.

Additionally, AMP has used 
some of this funding on a com-
prehensive metering infrastruc-
ture upgrade, enabling the utility 
to bring the many benefits of cur-
rent smart meter technology to 
Alamedans. 

This allows our customers to 
continue to benefit from rates 
that average 15 to 17 percent 
lower than those in surrounding 
areas served by PG&E or East 
Bay Community Energy. With the 
more comprehensive data from 
digital meters, Alamedans will be 
able to further lower their car-
bon footprint because AMP will 
be able to develop more effective 
energy efficiency, solar and elec-
tric vehicle programs. 

AMP’s short-term sales of 
renewable energy end in 2019. I 
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