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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Letter gives hope in 
housing crisis
Editor:

The recent letter submitted by 
Karen Miller addressing our hous-
ing crisis (“We all agree there is a 
housing crisis, but...” Feb. 22) was 
on target. I wish you would pub-
lish it twice to give more people 
the opportunity to read it. 

Miller presents an intelligent, 
fact-based discussion about this 
critical matter facing our city and 
acknowledges the legitimacy of 
each stakeholder’s perspective on 
a very difficult reality.

She gives a neutral, unbiased 
view of a serious issue and pres-
ents facts which deserve a big 
spotlight. I support her comments 
regarding all residents of Alameda 
participating in a system to solve 
our housing crisis. We are all in 
this together.  

Her approach gives me hope 
we can consider the facts of the 
difficult positions the housing cri-
sis has put all our residents in and 
make headway toward working 
together to solve this crisis.

— Hanna Fry

Editor’s note: Dear readers, 
all letters previous published in 
the Alameda Sun are viewable 
at alamedasun.com the Friday  
following publication and remain 
archived there.

Suddenly a danger to 
National Security
Editor:

I write on behalf of myself and 
other misguided patriots.

I have never enjoyed a Big 
Mac. I don’t drink Coca-Cola. I 
don’t spend time online; not on 
Facebook, either. Never had a Bud 
Light. I live in East Oakland, but 
I’ve never owned a gun or even a 
slingshot. I feel very unafraid and 
unthreatened. 

I am 80 years old and my 
model public servants were Adlai 
Stevenson, a democrat, and Jacob 
Javits, a Republican. I find the 
orange creature who is president 
to be artificial and a fool. 

What’s wrong with me? Am I a 
danger to national security?

— Felix Justice

Sparking change
Editor:

I can’t buy a sparkler in 
Alameda, but I can buy a semi-
automatic rifle. Is it time for that 
to change?

— Allan Mann

Trump isn’t a traitor
Editor:

You printed a letter by some-
one who stated the real traitors 
in America were Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama because Hillary 
Clinton had sold U.S. uranium to 
Russia (“Let me get this straight,” 
Feb. 22). 

Is this paper so lacking in 
intelligent opinions about daily 
events that it must print a story 
proven untruthful by Fact Check 
and reports from NPR among oth-
ers? I have no doubt the writer 
will respond by saying that the 
above named sources are fake 
news outlets.

— Anne Spanier

Rebutal to recent letter 
Editor:

It always saddens me when I 
see such an inaccurate post (“Let 
me get this straight,” Feb. 22). 
Rep. Maxine Waters is absolute-
ly correct on the point. Trump 
is looking for every excuse to 
go to war with North Korea to 
boost his popularity. Waters was 
strongly against the Iraq War. Was 
she wrong? Thousands paid the 
ultimate price for oil as the United 
States locked itself out of the 
cleanest oil in the region. Who is 
profiting from it? China and India.

Hillary Clinton and the Iranian 
Nuclear program are as related 
as Google is to the invention of 
peanut brittle. The funds given to 
the Iranians were actually funds 
the U.S. seized after the Shah was 
deposed by the American-backed 
Ayatollah Khomeini. The U.S. was 
ordered to return these funds to 
Iran by the International Court 
of Justice. The People of Iran had 
paid the U.S. to buy weapons in 
1979 — weapons that were never 
delivered. It was a commercial 
transaction as such the U.S. had 
no right to keep the money. Note 
that Iran did not ask for interest.

Nuclear reactor and process-
ing in Iran were initially delivered 
by the U.S., later by Russia, China, 
Pakistan, France, England, Canada 
and South Korea. So, please, 
before making fast statements 
about Clinton, do some research. 
It would actually require sever-
al copies of the Alameda Sun to 
explain it. I’d love to tell you more 
as I had the privilege of working in 
the U.S. with one of the nieces of 
the Shah.

North Korean nuclear missiles 
come direct from the Russian 
RD250 which go back to 1960. 
They were manufactured in 

Ukraine by Yzhmash which also 
manufactured scores of other long- 
and short-range rockets. 

These mysteriously disappeared 
from the defunct Soviet Army. The 
Russians and Chinese helped North 
Korea to upgrade their system. 
They got their nukes from the same 
places.

ISIS was directly created by the 
hanging of Saddam Hussein as he 
led the last stronghold of western 
civilization in the region and never 
killed a single American. Both Iran 
and Iraq had very good education 
systems and women had the right 
to work.

— Joel Rambaud

Peace be with you, and 
also with your AR-15
Editor:

I find it galling that Americans 
have been toting their AR-15s and 
other assault rifles into churches as 
some kind of statement. Do these 
people then really turn around to 
each other and recite, “Peace be 
with you”? Seems a bit hypocritical. 
Perhaps the gun discussion should 
be less about one’s rights, and more 
about “Peace on Earth.”

— Coho Jerkins 

More letters of support 
for Alameda Sun
Dennis & Eric:

Keep up the honest, investi-
gative journalism! We need you 
more than ever! Don’t desert us! 
Here’s to you and your entire staff! 
Cheers,

— The Bowens

Eric & Dennis:
Thank you for keeping Alameda 

residents updated. We appreciate 
your hard work.

— Russ & Linda Grant

Kimberlee MacVicar
The children who were mur-

dered in 2012 at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School were the same 
age as my daughter and her class-
mates. I think often of those chil-
dren as my daughter moves up the 
grades and, before we know it, is 
off to middle school. 

As a nation, we have had far 
too many shootings since that 
December morning, and the teen-
agers speaking out after the most 
recent shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
are right. Enough is enough. Our 
students are not being protected 
by our elected officials and law 

enforcement. Our children and 
community deserve real action to 
stop the epidemic of gun violence 
in our country.  

We can protect children from 
gun violence with proper school 
safety measures, which Alameda 
Unified School District is work-
ing on currently. We must only 
elect leaders who are committed 
to real gun-control reform. We can 
prevent a school shooting from 
happening in Alameda and across 
the nation if we collectively take 
action today.

The parents of Sandy Hook 
created the Sandy Hook Promise 

Eugenie P. Thomson P.E.
For the last two decades, since 

the Alameda Naval Air Station 
closed in 1997, my husband John 
and I have quietly advocated 
land banking Alameda Point until 
such time as a new rail cross-
ing connects the western end of 
Alameda with both San Francisco 
and Oakland. That was the only 
sensible way we could imagine the 
base ever being redeveloped. 

Even though we had mentioned 
the idea to several councilmem-
bers and mayors, none came for-
ward with a vision for resolving 
the Island’s access constraints. 
Instead, each new environmental 
impact report for new develop-
ment proposals at Alameda Point, 
ignored the Island’s constraints 
and omitted addressing its future 
infrastructure needs. 

While on a research trip to 
the Netherlands in 1997, I learned 
about that country’s infrastruc-
ture-first policy. As a result, devel-

opment in the Netherlands is stra-
tegically located for a balanced fit. 

I came back to Alameda and 
started advocating resolving the 
transportation problems. Each 
time, the city leaders, as own-
ers of the Point, focused only 
on residential and commercial 
development. They apparently 
did not consider that financial 
institutions are unlikely to invest 
in new developments because of 
the Island’s access constraints — 
especially the lack of any tubes or 
bridges that meet lifeline seismic 
standards. 

An auto crossing, as suggest-
ed by others, unfortunately does 
not fit on either side of the Bay. 
Neither the land, nor the geometry 
of the existing roadways, exists to 
allow for feasible vehicular con-
nections. Transit, ferry, bicycle 
and walking are the only options 
available in the dense central core 
of the Bay Area.

We are pleased to hear that 

the second Bay transit crossing 
is finally under serious consider-
ation. Let’s not wait 50 years to 
complete study after study. Dust 
off the many engineering stud-
ies that have been done over the 
years for this crossing and update 
them. 

City Hall must land bank the 
Point in anticipation of a transit 
crossing and work with BART to 
make it happen. We may want to 
donate land to BART to develop 
(if they build a tube) so that those 
profits can help fund the new 
crossing. That way, Alameda gets 
the increased land value.

Let’s create an even more 
mobile future for Alameda and 
the entire San Francisco Bay Area. 
Let’s build another transit cross-
ing sooner than later.

Eugenie P. Thomson P.E. is a 
retired civil and traffic engineer.

Remember Sandy 
Hook’s Promise

Commentary

organization to advocate for gun 
reform and raise awareness. As 
a local Promise Leader for this 
non-profit, I write to encourage 
all Alamedans to call our state 
and federal elected officials to 
demand the change we need to 
protect our children and to fund 
violence prevention programs. 

The work for real gun con-
trol continues to grow and 
Alameda Sun readers can be 
a part of the movement. Gun 
control advocates are a larger 
body of people but the National 
Rifle Association’s members are 
more vocal. 

We can prevent gun violence 
before it happens through sen-
sible gun safety laws and pro-
grams in our schools and com-
munities that help us identify 
the signs and signals before a 
shooting happens and intervene. 

To achieve this, I am asking 
everyone reading this letter to 
take two simple actions today. 

First, call our U.S. Senators and 
members of Congress (Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, Sen. Kamala Harris, Rep. 
Barbara Lee) today and ask that 
they support gun violence preven-
tion legislation to keep guns out of 
dangerous hands. They support 
such measures but still need to 
hear from us. 

Secondly, “Make the 
Promise” at www.sandyhook-
promise.org and help bring 
Sandy Hook Promise’s no-cost, 
violence-prevention programs 
and information to your school, 
homeowners’ association, place 
of worship, etc. We can do this. 
Our children are counting on us 
to protect them.

Kimberlee MacVicar is a 
Promise Leader for the Sandy 
Hook Promise and an Alameda 
resident.

Save Point for New Traffic Solutions
Commentary

I am asking 
everyone read-
ing this letter to 
take two simple 
actions today. 

Leland Traiman
The investigation of Vice Mayor 

Malia Vella and Councilmember 
Jim Oddie to see if they violated the 
City Charter is an enormous waste 
of time and money. Alameda’s City 
Manager Jill Keimach said that 
Oddie and Vella violated the char-
ter by trying to exert private and 
inappropriate influence on whom 
Keimach should hire to be the new 
fire chief.

Oddie and Vella deny they did.  
The charter forbids private lob-
bying of the manager by coun-
cilmembers in such matters. It 
is impossible for both sides to 
be telling the truth. Either you 
believe the City Manager or the 
two Councilmembers. It is just 
that simple.

It is well known that the fire-
fighters’ union has been a strong 
supporter of Oddie and Vella. 
The firefighters’ union was lob-
bying for their own candidate for 
fire chief whom, not surprisingly, 
Oddie and Vella supported. 

The firefighters’ union donated 
money to Oddie’s and Vella’s cam-
paigns, influenced other unions 
to make similar contributions and 
had local fire fighters, most of 
whom did not live in Alameda, 
walk precincts in our city for 

Oddie and Vella.
The union and its members 

have every right to engage in the 
political process in this manner. 
Oddie and Vella, however, took an 
oath to uphold the City Charter. 
This should take precedent over 
helping friends who assisted in 
their election.

Why would the City Manager 
make such an allegation if it were 
not true? It takes three votes of 
the City Council to fire the city 
manager. She is aware, as we all 
are, that Oddie and Vella are politi-
cally aligned with Councilmember 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft. Knowingly 
making a false accusation is 
grounds for dismissal. The three 
councilmembers would have, no 
doubt, already fired the city man-
ager if the manager’s accusation 
had no basis in fact.

What is the reasonable conclu-
sion? Who is lying? Who is the 
more credible witness? A City 
Manager who is risking her live-
lihood, her job and her entire 
career to tell the truth? Or, two 
Councilmembers who risk their 
political careers, but not their 
livelihoods, if the truth comes to 
light? The answer is obvious. 

Unfortunately, our City Charter 
has no mechanism to remove 

Councilmembers who violate the 
charter. That is why this “inves-
tigation” is a waste of time and 
money. 

We do not need an overpaid 
law firm to investigate the obvious 
especially when residents have no 
recourse regardless of their find-
ings. And, of course, in an era of 
fake news spewing forth from the 
president, this law firm might fol-
low his lead and give us an answer 
no one can understand. 

Regardless of outcome nothing 
can be done. Except, of course, 
the long, expensive, arduous 
process of recall which is highly 
unlikely unless financed by deep 
pockets.

Sadly, these Councilmembers 
may continue to violate our City 
Charter as long as money, influ-
ence and a passive electorate 
helps them get re-elected.

Leland Traiman is an Alameda 
resident.

Who is the more 
credible witness? 
... The answer is 
obvious. 

Investigation of Council is a Waste
Commentary


