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Local: Obituary listings continued from page 7

Betty (Gawthrop) Sanderson, 
beloved mother, passed away in her 
Alameda home on Feb. 9, 2017. She 
was born on March 27, 
1925, to Frank and Kate 
Gawthrop in Stockton. 
She was the young-
est of four daughters 
(Nadine, Emily Lou 
and Frances).

At the age of four, 
her family moved to 
Alameda, where she 
lived for 87 years. 
She attended Haight 
School and gradu-
ated from Alameda 
High School, a proud 
member of the class 
of June 1942. While 
a junior at Alameda 
High, Betty met 
the love of her life, 
Melvin Sanderson. 
They were married in 
September of 1944, and their mar-
riage thrived for nearly 65 years.

Betty enjoyed a successful career 
and retired from the Alameda Unified 
School District as a secretary for the 
district psychology department.

Among many interests, Betty 
was an avid reader, film buff, 
intrepid world traveler and needle-
pointer. Family and friends were an 
integral part of Betty’s life and you 
could always count on her to throw 
a great party, planned on the spur 

of the moment. 
She also gave back to her beloved 

community as a long-term volunteer 
for Meals on Wheels 
and the Alameda 
Hospital Auxiliary. 
She was a member of 
the Christ Episcopal 
Church in Alameda.

Betty is survived 
by four children and 
their spouses: Russell 
(Bente), Kathie 
DeShon (Loren), 
Stanton (Ann), and 
Stewart (Judy). Betty 
is also survived by 
her five adored grand-
children and six great 
grandchildren.

Thank you to the 
staff and residents 
of Cardinal Point 
and Vitas Healthcare 
(Hospice) for your 

special prayers and outstanding care.
In lieu of flowers, the family  

requests you donate to the charity 
of your choice.

Friends and family are invited to 
a memorial service in tribute to her 
life on Friday, Feb. 24, at 1 p.m. at 
Christ Episcopal Church, 1700 Santa 
Clara Ave., in Alameda. A reception 
will follow in the Parish Hall.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services    FD-1408
greermortuary.com   865-3755

Betty (Gawthrop) Sanderson
March 27, 1925 – Feb. 9, 2017

Resident of Alameda

Marina Servande
Sept. 20, 1942 – Feb. 6, 2017

Resident of Alameda

Judith Ann ‘Judy’ George
Sept. 18, 1939 – Feb. 19, 2017
Former Resident of Alameda

Celebrating Black History
Sun Staff Reports

Students at the Child Unique 
Montessori School and Montessori 
Elementary School of Alameda 
marked National African American 
History Month (popularly known as 
Black History Month) with a series 
of campaigns designed to celebrate 
and share the achievements that 
African Americans have brought to 
the United States and the Bay Area 
specifically.

On Feb. 8, elementary stu-
dents from the school visited the 
original building where the Black 
Panthers operated from, followed 
by the Black Panther exhibit at the 
Oakland Museum of California. The 
students have also been studying 
the book that inspired the Oscar-

nominated film Hidden Figures and 
will be viewing the film this month.

Throughout February, stu-
dents across The Child Unique and 
Montessori Elementary School of 
Alameda’s three campuses will be 
creating a timeline that highlights 
the inventions and contributions of 
African Americans over the last cen-
tury. Students and their parents will 
be adding their own family memo-
ries to the timeline to recognize the 
unsung heroes who shaped black 
history locally and across the nation. 

Alameda residents who would 
like to contribute their own memo-
ries are invited to share them by 
getting in touch with the school 
through its website at www. 
thechildunique.org.

Courtesy photo

Students from The Child Unique Montessori School of 
Alameda visited the original Black Panther headquarters 
in Oakland and an exhibit at the Oakland Museum.

Marina Servande passed away 
on Feb. 6, 2017. “Inday” or “Tita 
Marina,” as she was lovingly known, 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Rodolfo. She is survived by 
three siblings: Paterno Jr., Patricia 
and Milagros; four children: Rudy 
Jr., Richard, Charlene and Lisa; and 
five grandchildren: Pierce, Jess, 
Sabrina, Joshua and Katelynn. 

She was born in the Philippines, 
where she was her high school vale-
dictorian, later Ms. Education, and 
finally a graduate of Southwestern 
University with a bachelor’s in food 
and nutrition.  

The United States was her home 
for 50 years, but she reminisced 
often of the tropical island of Cebu, 
where she was raised in a close-knit 
community and enjoyed Cebu’s out-
door markets and white sand beach-
es. She recounted a simpler way of 
life where food was central to family 
gatherings. She continued the prac-
tice of uniting family with food with 
great zeal throughout her life. Many 
were lucky recipients of her delicious 
Philippine dishes and treats. 

Her love for her Catholic faith, 
family, gardening and fishing was 
undeniable. She was supportive 
and generous to family and friends 
here and abroad, as well as an 
active volunteer in her Catholic 
parish. Though she was soft spo-
ken, her kind and welcoming 
demeanor touched many who were 
fortunate to meet her.

And to Aunt Mila, her sister, 
who was her unwavering ally in 
life, you were her guardian angel 
on earth. Our gratitude is endless.

Family and friends are invited to 
attend a visitation today, Thursday, 
Feb. 23, from 4 to 9 p.m. with a vigil 
service at 7:30 p.m. at Greer Family 
Mortuary and Cremation Services, 
2694 Blanding Ave., Alameda. A 
funeral mass follows tomorrow, 
Friday, Feb. 24, at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Barnabas Church, 1427 Sixth 
St., Alameda. Marina will be laid 
to rest with her husband at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in Hayward.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services    FD-1408
greermortuary.com   865-3755

Born in Chicago to Eugene 
Lovato and the late Gladys Conklin 
Lovato, Judy was the beloved wife 
of 55 years to the late William 
“Bill” George, sister of Barbara 
Griffin (Bill) and the 
late Robert Donald 
Lovato, godmother 
and aunt of John 
Gottardi (Joan), aunt 
of Renee Dale (Jeff), 
Alida Sinclair (Tom) 
and Kelly Grisso. She 
is also survived by 
many great nieces 
and great nephews 
and her dog Matilda.

Judy is a former resident of 
Alameda. She retired in January 
2005 from the County of Alameda, 
where she was employed for many 
years as a clerk-recorder specialist. 
She was a member of the Acorn 
A’s Model A Ford Club and an 
ordained clergy with the Universal 
Life Church since 2003. She loved 
sewing, knitting and needlework, 
reading, listening to music and tak-
ing road trips.

Family and friends are welcome 
to attend and celebrate Judy’s life. 
A visitation will be held on Sunday, 
Feb. 26, from 3 to 5 p.m. with a vigil 
service at 5 p.m. and refreshments 

to follow at Greer 
Family Mortuary and 
Cremation Services, 
2694 Blanding Ave., 
Alameda. A funeral 
mass will be cel-
ebrated on Monday, 
Feb. 28, at 10 a.m. 
at St. Philip Neri 
Catholic Church, 
3108 Van Buren St., in 
Alameda. Committal 

to follow at Colusa Cemetery.
Greer Family Mortuary & 

Cremation Services    FD-1408
greermortuary.com   865-3755

Barbara 
Janowski

Nov. 26, 1950 – Jan. 5, 2017
Barbara Janowski passed away 

Jan. 5, 2017, surrounded by family 
and friends after a four-year battle 
with pancreatic cancer.

Barbara was born in Austin, 
Tex., on Nov. 26, 1950, to Arnold 
and Isabella Janowski. Barbara 
lived most of her life in Alameda 
and graduated from St. Joseph 
Notre Dame High School. Following 
graduation, she was employed with 
Pacific Bell, retiring after a 29-year 
career with the company.

Barbara’s life was filled with 
loving friendships. She found great 
pleasure tending to her gardens, 
swimming with her fellow Mermaids, 
travelling and going to concerts. 
Spending time with her two grand-
children was her greatest joy.

Barbara is survived by her daugh-
ter, Adina Miano, two grandchil-
dren, her siblings: Henry Janowksi, 
Wanda Stokes, Stefan Janowski and 
Elizabeth Gluchowski, as well as 
many nieces and nephews.

A memorial mass will be held at 
St. Philip Neri Church on Saturday, 
March 4, at 10 a.m. A reception will 
follow in the rectory hall. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 
www.pancan.org. 

For more information call Harry 
W. Greer, funeral director (FDR-745).  

Alameda Funeral & Cremation 
Services 1414 Oak St. Alameda 
522-6020   alamedafuneral.org


