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FINAL 
CLEARANCE 

1/3 OFF

Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $25 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Alameda Sun * 3215 Encinal Ave. Ste. J * Alameda, CA 94501

• Professional  
   Drycleaning
• Quality Shirt
   Laundry
• We Operate    
  Our Own Plant

1529 Webster St. 
Alameda

(510) 522-8299 

M-F 7AM-6:30 PM • SAT 8AM-6PM

$3 OFF
ANY DRY CLEANING
W/ORDER OF $15 OR MORE
One Coupon Per Order • Exp. 1/31/17

Must present coupon w/order

MORTGAGE 
PREAPPROVAL

CALL TODAY!
Peter Holmes

NMLS# 250031 | Branch NMLS# 248735
Sterling Mortgage, A division of CMG Mortgage, Inc., NMLS# 1820

SterlingHomeLoan.com
510.749.7772

• Call 7 days/week for your 
free loan pre-approval consultation
• Friendly, Fast Service, Great Rates

• Trusted locally & professionally since 1999

PRE-APPROVE yOuR 
hOME LOAn wiTh ThE 
ALAMEdA ExPERTs!

AUSD Policy Outrages Parent 
Farhad Matin

Imagine going to the hospital 
and the medical team only treats 
you with medications and proce-
dures that you were already aware 
of. That’s the standard of practice 
for the Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD). If you have a child 
with a developmental delay and 
or a deficit of any kind, the school 
district is federally obligated to 
help your child reach what would 
be considered a typical school 
experience. 

Wheelchair access is an exam-
ple we are all aware of, but — 

unlike wheelchair access which 
can instantly be measured and 
physically seen — developmental 
access cannot always be as appar-
ent. Let’s take a child who may 
need speech therapy. 

The amount of therapy needed 
may be 30 minutes a day, three 
times a week. The school district 
actually has staff to try to reduce 
this therapy to potentially none if 
the parent is not aware of what the 
child needs and is entitled to. Now 
let’s give this child immigrant par-
ents who speak little to no English 
and who have not a clue about 

how the system works. The school 
district will take advantage of this 
by mentioning how wonderful the 
child is (over and over and over 
again) while having these parents 
agree to a program based on sav-
ing the district money without any 
regard to helping this child catch 
up to his or her peers. 

Chances are most parents 
don’t have the money to hire an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
attorney to stand in at a meeting 
to determine whether services are 
offered or not. 

Now imagine going to a res-
taurant and not being handed a 
menu and the waiter comes over 
and asks what you would like. 
The decor and atmosphere give 
no clue to what type of restaurant 
you were sitting in. Now imagine 
that the staff of the restaurant is 
not allowed to help you choose. 
They are not allowed to give you 
any clues whatsoever of what is 
served. This is standard practice 
at AUSD. 

The administration bullies the 
aides and teachers to a point that 
any normal person would consider 
it a hostile work environment. So 
in other words, the people (who 
generally are the kindest people 
on earth) who spend all day with 
your child (who cannot talk) are 
not allowed to talk to you. They 
will literally speak to you like a spy 
in a movie. They will talk without 
moving their mouth. 

They will private message you 
on Facebook and remind you to 
please not let it be known they 
contacted you. All the while all 
you’re discussing is the best inter-

est of the child. Also keep in mind 
no one is asking for huge expendi-
tures, we’re talking about speech 
therapy, physical therapy etc. — 
most of which the school district 
is already staffed for. 

Next time you’re bored, look at 
the paid staff under special educa-
tion at AUSD. Most of these people 
have one role, minimizing servic-
es. It would literally be cheaper 
just to provide the services in 
most cases than to deny them. 
I am lucky enough and blessed 
enough to be able to hire an attor-
ney to represent my son.

My outrage goes out for those 
families who do not and have 
no choice but to take what is 
offered or in most cases what is 
not offered.

My outrage goes out for that 
poor child who will not receive the 
services he or she is entitled to and 
desperately needs. Now for those 
of you who have a moral compass 
I ask, why are we, as a community, 
allowing a school administration 
to create a hostile work environ-
ment for special-needs instructors 
and deny services to those who 
are unaware or financially unable 
to represent themselves?  

Farhad Matin lives in Alameda. 

My outrage goes 
out for those fami-
lies who have no 
choice but to take 
what is offered.
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Born in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, 
on June 17, 1940, he was the second 
child to Maria Amada and Florentino 
Rosado. Miguel passed 
away peacefully after a 
short battle with lung 
cancer on Jan. 20, 2017.

Beloved husband 
to Guadalupe (Lupita), 
they recently celebrated 
44 years of true love. 
Loving father to Diana 
(Tony), Monica and 
Adolfina (Brian). He was also an 
amazing grandfather to Violetta, 
Elicia, Antonio H, Antonio G, Nayeli, 
Anahi and Ximena and great grand-
father to Joel.

Miguel retired after working 39 
loyal years at Good Chevrolet in 
Alameda. He continued to assist 
them another six years after, mak-

ing it a total of 45 years! 
Miguel had many interests such 

as Mayan civilization. He had a fas-
cination with languages 
such as French and 
especially Italian. He 
enjoyed traveling, gar-
dening and barbecuing 
with family and friends 
over good drinks and 
good laughs. He will 
be remembered for his 
great personality, infec-

tious humor and caring heart.
Family and friends are invited to 

attend a celebration of Miguel’s life on 
Friday, Feb. 3, at 6 p.m. at Greer Family 
Mortuary and Cremation Services, 
2694 Blanding Ave., Alameda.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services   FD-1408
greermortuary.com   865-3755

Miguel A. Rosado
June 17, 1940 – Jan 20, 2017

Resident of Alameda

Ralph H. Greer passed away in 
Clarkston, Wash., Jan. 22, 2017, at 
the age of 97. Ralph was the hus-
band of Freda Greer, father of Harry 
W. Greer of Alameda and the late 
Beth Greer Williams. He was grand-
father to two grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

Ralph was the founder and 
former owner of the El Camino 
Funeral Chapel, the Murphy-
Greer Mortuary and the Alameda 

Funeral Chapel/Ralph Greer Family 
Mortuary. He was instrumental 
in assisting and advising his son 
Harry in the founding of Alameda 
Funeral & Cremation Services.

Trisagion and funeral services 
are pending. For further informa-
tion call Harry W. Greer, funeral 
director (FDR-745).

Alameda Funeral & Cremation 
Services 1415 Oak St. Alameda 
alamedafuneral.org   522-6020

Ralph H. Greer

Gertrude Colleen Young Zeisz 
passed away peacefully on Monday, 
Jan. 23, 2017, at her home in 
Alameda. 

Colleen was a 
faithful member of 
St. Barnabas Catholic 
Church in Alameda for 
almost 70 years. She 
was born in 1921 and 
was raised on a farm 
in Elmore, Minn. Her 
career life was first as a 
beautician then as a WAVE (Women 
Accepted for Voluntary Service) 
during World War II at Alameda 
Naval Air Station. Colleen was the 
first WAVE to achieve a rating as 
an Aviation Ordnance man with 
her photo reprinted in newspa-
pers throughout the United States. 

Colleen met the love of her life and 
husband of more than 60 years, 
Oscar “Sonny” Zeisz while they both 

served the country in 
the Navy. Colleen and 
Oscar settled in Alam. 
They both were active 
in their church and 
community through-
out their long lives. 
Colleen and Oscar were 
accomplished ballroom 
dancers. They toured 

the world as dance instructors 
on cruise ships during their vaca-
tions as federal employees. Colleen 
worked as a civilian employee for 
the Navy and retired as a senior 
budget analyst.

Colleen is survived by her sister 
Maurine Hoffman, of Blue Earth, 
Minn. and many loving nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Roy and 
Katherine Young, her brothers 
Renwick Young and Ronald Young; 
and her beloved husband, Oscar.

Family and friends are invited 
to attend a rosary vigil on Friday, 
Jan. 27, at 6:30 p.m. at St. Barnabas 
Catholic Church, 1427 Sixth St. at 
Taylor Ave. A funeral mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
28, also at St. Barnabas Catholic 
Church. Interment will be private. 

A special thank you to the 
parishioners and priests of St. 
Barnabas Church, the Missionaries 
of the Precious Blood, the staff 
and residents of Cardinal Point and 
Kindred At-Home Hospice for their 
prayers and care.

For further information call Harry 
W. Greer, funeral director (FDR-745).

Alameda Funeral & Cremation 
Services 1415 Oak St. Alameda 
alamedafuneral.org   522-6020

Colleen Zeisz
July 31, 1921 – Jan. 23, 2017

Resident of Alameda


