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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

science
is cool
Did you know... 
Since there 
is no wind on 
the moon the 
footprints and 
tire tracks 
left by  
astronaughts 
will likely be 
there forever.

riDDles courtesy of alameDa resiDent emmanuel williams
Snip Snap on the left, Snip Snap on the right
The guy wiTh The key’s goT you locked up TighT

what am i? (answer next week) lasT week’s answer: onion 
kiDs: senD your answers to ekos@alameDasun.com!

Sunny    FunnieS      SUN    TRIVIA

Let’s not give up  
on a good thing
Editor:

How many new tax dollars will 
this measure add for homeown-
ers? The answer is $0.00. This is 
not a new tax; it is not even a tax 
increase. This is a nominal, exist-
ing tax that we are already paying. 
It s a no-brainer to continue sup-
porting our local schools by voting 
for Measure B1.

This tax was originally 
approved back in 2011, but will 
expire without a two-thirds major-
ity vote. A “yes” vote gives the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) an additional $12 million 
in annual funding for all of our 
Alameda schools. Without it, 12 
percent of the budget will have to 
be cut. Period.

Having lived in many different 
places, we chose Alameda to buy 
a home and raise our family. One 
of the main reasons, in addition to 
the charming neighborhoods and 
friendly people, was the quality 
of the schools. Now that we have 
a child in school, I see on a daily 
basis how our schools equip both 
mine and other children to be the 
best they can be.

Good schools are part of what 
makes Alameda a great place to 
live. By having strong schools, we 
will continue to attract homebuy-
ers willing to invest in the com-
munity. This brings in new busi-
nesses, restaurants and shops that 
help Alameda continue to have a 
thriving local economy. B1 doesn’t 
ask for more money, it only asks 
that we vote to continue paying for 
what’s working. 

Our kids and future residents 
of Alameda need the currently 
funded and innovative science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
math programs that help them 
connect both their creative and 
critical-thinking skills. Without 
this program, our kids will have a 
harder time flourishing in the 21st 
century.

Do we really want to jeopar-
dize what the Alameda schools 
are accomplishing? Without this 
key funding, our neighborhood 
schools will face teacher layoffs, 
increased class sizes, reduced 
funding for arts, music and sports 
programs, along with school clo-
sures. Is this what we want for a 
thriving community like Alameda?

I m writing this because I 
truly believe that schools are the 

foundation of a successful com-
munity. I want my child to get 
the best possible public education 
that we can give her. Don t you 
want the same for all our kids? 
Got questions? Check out www. 
alameda.k12.ca.us/MeasureA for 
more information. 

Help ensure that Alameda’s 
children, schools and community 
continue to thrive by voting “yes” 
on B1 on Nov. 8. 

— Shannon Reese

B1 continues a  
proven success story
Editor:

I am writing to express my 
utmost support for Measure B1 
and to encourage all Alamedans to 
remember how critical this source 
of funding is to maintaining aca-
demic excellence in Alameda s ele-
mentary, middle and high schools.

Local parcel tax funding is the 
proven solution to student suc-
cess in Alameda schools and it is 
imperative that we pass Measure 
B1 to renew this funding before it 
expires. Our schools have relied 
on this source of funding since 
2011 and parents, teachers, elected 
officials and local business leaders 
all agree that it is the only means 
of providing our students with the 
resources they need to succeed.

During this critical election for 
our students, it is important that 
we remember the facts. 

First, this source of funding 
accounts for 12 percent of Alameda 
Unified School District’s (AUSD) 
annual budget. It provides $12 mil-
lion in locally controlled funding 
per year to support strong aca-
demics in Alameda classrooms. B1 
renews this funding source before 
we lose it. Simply put, we cannot 
rely on the state or any other fund-
ing source to offset the educational 
benefits we get from our parcel tax 
each year. Without it, our schools 
would unquestionably face incred-
ibly difficult budget decisions and 
would likely be forced to lay off 
teachers, increase class sizes and 
close schools. 

Second, B1 is merely a con-
tinuation of voter-approved fund-
ing from Measure A; it does not 
increase your taxes by one penny. 
Our schools have relied on this 
funding for five years and the 
results speak for themselves. We all 
know that our schools are critical 
to the strength of our community 
and this funding is key to keeping 

our schools strong. There is no 
need to mess with success, particu-
larly when we aren’t asking for any 
new taxes.

Third, strict fiscal accountability 
ensures that we can account for every 
penny of Measure B1. Independent 
oversight has consistently shown 
that AUSD only uses this funding for 
voter-approved purposes. 

Specifically, this funding has 
been critical in attracting and retain-
ing excellent teachers, supporting 
core academics, keeping class sizes 
small, preserving innovative class-
room programs, enhancing music, 
arts and athletics and providing 
advanced placement courses. I 
encourage our community to review 
all the oversight reports on AUSD’s 
website, www.alameda.k12.ca.us/
MeasureA, to see firsthand just how 
important this funding is to the suc-
cess of our schools. 

Finally, it’s on us as Alamedans 
to make sure we can continue to 
support our students by passing 
Measure B1. We need two-thirds 
voter approval in order to pass B1. 
Local voters have already told us 
that our students are worthy of this 
funding by approving Measure A in 
2011 with 68.01 percent support. 
Our students are counting on us 
to step up for them once again to 
ensure we can continue to support 
outstanding education in Alameda. 

I hope you will join me in mak-
ing the right choice (and the only 
choice) for supporting Alameda’s 
children. I urge you to join me in vot-
ing “yes” on B1 by mail or on Nov. 8.

— Sarah Olaes

B1 not a new tax,  
maintains funding 
Editor:

As a recent transplant from 
across the Bay, our family found 
Alameda to be one of those fami-
ly-friendly towns that people pur-
posely choose for a variety of rea-
sons — including our schools.

I’ve learned many great things 
about Alameda since moving here 
and quickly realized our neighbor-
hood schools are a key part of 
what makes Alameda an awesome 
place to live. I find this to be the 
universal reaction when I speak 
to local residents, whether they  
have children in the public school  
system or not.

This November, we are asking  
you to help renew our school par-
cel tax without increase — which 
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