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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

science
is cool
Did you know... 
The water cycle is water 
evaporating, rising to 
the sky, cooling and con-
densing into tiny drops 
of water or ice crystals 
that we see as clouds 
and then  falling back to 
Earth as rain, snow or 
hail before evaporating 
again into the sky?

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
Five brothers ahead, One behind with a big bald head.

Try as he may, He never catches them
WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Parking Lot. 

KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  
and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

Courtesy photo

Leslie Reiman led students in a hands-on activity teaching about anatomy through 
bone strength and flexibility testing.

Eighth Graders Tour 
College Labs, Campus

Sun Staff Reports
Last month, the College of 

Alameda (CoA) hosted eighth-grade 
students from Alameda Community 
Learning Center (ACLC) for a day 
of science exploration on the CoA 
campus. The eighth-graders were 
fully engaged as they were exposed 
to college classes, professors, 
administrators and fully outfitted 
science labs.

The students were not only 
exposed to proper science equip-
ment such as chemical centrifuges 
and fume hoods but were also treat-
ed to engaging demonstrations.

Dr. Alex Madonik opened with 
the first demonstration of the day. 
In his initial presentation, he exper-
imented with acidity and basicity. 
Madonik used an extra-large beaker 
holding 5,000 mil of solution to 
change the liquid’s color through 
chemical reactions. This scientific 
test was visually striking and fully 
engaged the learners.

His second lesson was on con-

ductivity, showing how some liq-
uids are able to conduct electricity, 
while others are not. This enchant-
ing demonstration used pumpkin 
lights, which made a bizarre sound 
when they went off.

Lastly, Madonik had a very 
large jug filled with an alcohol gas 
that he lit on fire, creating a dra-
matic display of noise and flames. 
These multi-sensory educational 
experiences really caught the kids’ 
attention.

Next up was an organic-inorgan-
ic chemistry experiment by Mitra 
Salahifar. In her demonstration she 
used a Styrofoam cup and covered 
the top with very thick pantyhose-
like material. She used two solu-
tions, one was acetone (organic) 
and the other was sulfuric acid 
(inorganic). Salahifar asked the stu-
dents to hypothesize what would 
happen if the different solutions 
were dropped on the pantyhose-
covered cup. Most of the learners 
guessed that the acid would eat 

through both substances and the 
acetone would not have any effect. 

The results showed that the 
acid dissolved the pantyhose, but 
had no effect on the Styrofoam 
cup. The same experiment was 
conducted with the acetone, which 
on contact liquefied the cup but 
did nothing to the pantyhose mate-
rial. This made many of the eighth-
graders think about the acetone 
they were using to remove their 
fingernail polish.

The last subject of the day was 
on human anatomy lead by Leslie 
Reiman. In this activity, the anato-
my and physiology instructor first 
showed a video on bone strength 
and flexibility. Following the video 
was a demo on bone strength and 
flexibility verses cement. To the 
ACLC students’ surprise, they 
learned that bone strength and 
flexibility is stronger than the lat-
ter material.
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