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KID Fun in the Sun

HOW TO PLAY: Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes  
must contain the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.

Puzzle sponsored by: 478 Central Ave. Alameda 
510-865-1443

wilmotsbooks@hotmail.com

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 11-7

Sat. 10-7 l Sun. 11-5
Present this coupon to Wilmot’s Books  

to receive 10% OFF any purchase over $10  
or 20% OFF any purchase over $20

Do you own a business that woulD fit well here  
on the kiDs/puzzle page?

woulD you like to finD out about special  
kiDs-relateD businesses anD puzzle sponsorship pricing?  

call cinDy pelletier at 263-1824 or  
email her at cpelletier@alameDasun.com

CLOSED  
12/24, 25,  
31 & 1/1

science
is cool
Did you know... 
Carbon forms a lot  
of compounds, more 
than any other 
element. Because it 
bonds so well it is 
often referred to 
as the building block 
of life.

BY EMMANUEL WILLIAMSiddlesR
I am where loud beasts rest a while ticking to themselves as though remembering their journeys. 
Some beasts tag their spot with warm fluids. Dominant beasts mark their territories. Dead beasts 
are dragged away by big beasts. I don’t know where they go But some of them come back to life.

WHAT AM I? (Answer next week) Previous Answer: Hot Dog. 
KIDS! Send correct answers to ekos@alamedasun.com three weeks in a row  

and win a pack of riddle cards courtesy of Alameda resident Emmanuel Williams. 

Courtesy ABM Computers
Your data is the phish

Phishing attempts to obtain 
sensitive personal information 
such as usernames, passwords 
and credit card details for mali-
cious reasons, by masquerading 
as a trustworthy technical support 
website. Unfortunately there is no 
real cure for phishing attacks aside 
from paranoia-level vigilance on 
the case of the end user. This threat 
is like the flu — constantly evolving 
and changing attack approaches. 
Fraudsters can launch personal 
phishing campaigns, directed at 
employees of a certain organiza-
tion or unsuspecting home users.

Be careful any time a message 
arrives from a site asking for per-
sonal information. When receiving 
this type of message, don’t provide 
the information requested without 
confirming that the site is legiti-
mate. If possible, open the site in 
another window instead of clicking 
the link in the email window.

Limit Cortana to  
protect privacy

Microsoft is making its digital 
assistant an integral part of the 
Windows operating system. And by 
“integral,” Microsoft means “man-
datory,” because users will no lon-
ger be able to turn Cortana off.

Cortana is synonymous with 
search. Windows users who use 

the search box to look for a file on 
a device, will be using Cortana, per-
haps without realizing it. What this 
means is that searches performed 
will be filtered through the web, 
and usage data will be periodically 
sent to Microsoft.

This might sound terrifying, but 
it’s not actually a huge change, priva-
cy-wise, with Microsoft’s cloud-based 
services — including signing into a 
device via a Microsoft account. If a 
user refuses to sign into Cortana or 
Windows 10 with a Microsoft account 
usage data will still be collected anon-
ymously. The good news is that users 
can limit Cortana’s access to private 
data so that she functions more like 
a simple search box than a nosy per-
sonal assistant.

How to limit Cortana’s access
Open Cortana and click the set-

tings icon in the lower left corner 
to open Cortana’s settings menu. 
There will be several options with 
on/off toggles — turn all those 
toggles to off. This will prevent 
Cortana from sharing your usage 
history across devices and from 
syncing notifications and other set-
tings across devices.

Once you’ve disabled Cortana’s 
settings, clear the information 
she’s already collected by open-
ing Cortana, clicking the settings 

icon, and clicking “Change what 
Cortana knows about me in the 
cloud.” Scroll to the bottom of the 
next screen and click clear. Also 
clear Bing search history by going 
to Cortana settings, “Change what 
Cortana knows about me in the 
cloud” and clicking Search History 
page under “Where else is Cortana 
saving data about you.”

Cortana collects information by 
listening to users’ voice commands 
and tracking handwriting patterns 
and typing history all with the pur-
pose of creating a more personal-
ized experience. To turn this off, 
open the Settings menu and go to 
Privacy and then “Speech, inking, & 
typing.” Click “Stop getting to know 
me” to stop Cortana from collecting 
this information and to clear any 
information she’s already collected.

To disable Cortana and search-
ing entirely in Windows 10, hide the 
Cortana button from the taskbar. 
To do this, right-click the taskbar, 
go to Cortana and click Hidden.

Microsoft’s mandatory data col-
lection is a privacy concern, but it 
was a privacy concern long before 
they removed Cortana’s off switch. 
Stop her from collecting information 
about speech, handwriting and typ-
ing and she will stop saving habitual 
usage data across multiple devices.

For more information or ques-
tions ABM Computers can help. 
Call 522-4921.

ABM Tech Corner

Don’t Feed the Phish and Other Technology Tips

Sun Staff Reports

Island High School (IHS) 
received two Adopt-a-
Classroom donation checks 

for $500 from the Kiwanis Club 
of Alameda. Adopt-a-Classroom 
is a program of the Alameda 
Education Foundation. Schools 
use the donations to the pro-
gram are used to purchase criti-
cal resources and materials, 
update technology or fund field 
trips, assemblies or other learn-
ing impact programs. 

One check was given to 
Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS). PBIS is a 
positive way to support stu-
dents who engage in school by 
acknowledging good behavior. 
Students are recognized by fac-
ulty and entered into a raffle for 
small prizes as well as recognized 
by their peers. 

The Sun Shines on Good Deeds

The second check was given 
to Safe Spaces which was started 
by IHS faculty member Robert 
Scofield. Safe Spaces supports 

LGBTQ youth and creates a safe 
place for students to learn and 
thrive while learning about issues 
surrounding the community.

Courtesy photo

Left to right: IHS Principal Ben Washofsky, Kiwanis 
President Denise Gasti, an IHS student, Vickie 
Sedlack of AEF and PBIS director Jodi McCarthy.

Island High Gets Help from Kiwanis Club


