
6     Dec. 29, 2016      www.alamedasun.com       Alameda Sun

OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
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Council should not  
forget local matters
Editor:

While the City Council should 
not ignore the sanctuary issue, 
it serves as a distraction for us 
to forget the massive external 
amount of money that helped 
elect some of the City Council and 
School Board members. 

Why should the San Jose and 
Hayward firefighters unions help 
select persons who will make 
decisions for us the residents 
of Alameda? I mean, what ben-
efit will those off-Island groups 
get with their money? The City 
Council should investigate this 
and then get on with the sanctu-
ary business.

However, I guess it is point-
less to expect Councilmembers 
to investigate the why and where-
fore of external funding when they 
have be elected by it and are now 
beholden to firefighters’ unions 
who gave the cash.

— Mike Kelly

Editor’s note: Councilmember 
Jim Oddie raised the sanctuary 
issue at the Dec. 20 City Council 
meeting. See related story on the 
front page. 

Humorous, but  
also hypocritical
Editor:

I have withheld responding 
to the diatribe posted by Mark 
Irons until I had the opportunity 
to perform due diligence regards 
some claims he made in his letter 
(“Immune to science,” Dec. 15). I 
find it incredibly humorous and 
somewhat hypocritical of Irons to 
accuse me of not stating sources 
to back up some of my claims and 
then turns around and does exact-
ly the same thing in his response. 

Specifically, his claim that 
the hate speech, racist graffiti 
incident at Edison Elementary 
School is directly attributable to 
President-elect Donald Trump. I 
did what Irons was, obviously, too 
lazy to do and checked into this 
claim by checking with both the 
Alameda Police Department and 
with Mayor Trish Spencer (while 
attending a City Council meeting).  

Both the police department 
and the mayor informed me that 
these “racist” graffiti incidents 
have been occurring throughout 
Alameda for the past several years 
and also assured me that they 
had nothing to do with Trump 
whatsoever. 

In fact, they found that claim to 
be humorous. Irons also attempts 
to tie Trump to several hate 
crimes supposedly perpetrated 
on certain religious and minority 
groups. Again, he’s making these 
claims with no backup or proof.  

And, again, I’ve done his work 
for him. I have gathered web site 
urls, (and will be happy to supply 
them) that show that virtually all 
these incidents have been proven 
to be false and hoaxes brought 
about either by paid agitators 
from the Democratic Party hop-
ing to delegitimize Trump’s presi-
dency or by certain individuals 
hoping to obtain their 15 minutes 
of fame.

— Walter Serkin

Unqualified, divisive
Editor:

I agree with virtually every-
thing Lynda Sussman shared 
in her commentary (“Election 
Results Causing Sleepless Nights, 
Shame,” Dec. 22) expressing dis-
appointment and frustration with 
the recent presidential election. 
I also feel her shame and embar-
rassment regarding our country’s 
downturn. I have often said that 
I trust the American electorate to 
get it right even when I have dis-
agreed with the outcome. I can no 
longer hold to that belief.

Where I differ is Sussman’s 
contention or inference that 
Senator Bernie Sanders would 
have fared better in the General 
Election. This ignores the fact that 
Hillary Clinton out-polled the sen-
ator by some 3.5 million votes in 
the primaries and won virtually all 
the battleground states essential 
to win in November. Going into 
Election Day she had the entire 
Democratic apparatus behind her 
as well as high-level surrogates 
criss-crossing the country. 

According to the final tally, she 
received almost 2.9 million more 
votes than Trump. This catastro-
phe was simply a perfect storm 
that ended very badly for the 
country. We have elected the most 
unqualified, inexperienced and 
divisive candidate in our history 
and we will pay for this dearly.

P.T. Barnum knew what he was 
talking about. 

— Don Arnold

Let’s get in tune
Editor:

No, I didn’t vote for him either, 
but in a few weeks that man will 
take the oath of office. We will wit-
ness, for the umpteenth time, the 
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peaceful transition of power in our 
republic. I respect and revere the 
process. God bless America.

That being said — 
Councilmembers, start coordinat-
ing — wouldn’t our sanctuary city 
proclamation have more impact if 
it were announced, simultaneously 
with many other cities on Jan. 21?

— Will Golden

Well done, Madison
Editor:

I want to commend Madison 
Tiaffay for her thoughtful and well-
informed commentary. (“Election 
through the Eyes of a 12-Year-Old 
Girl, Dec. 8”). She shows maturity 
and intelligence that serve her well.

Last week W. Thompson 
accused the young author of being 
brainwashed (“Sad Commentary 
from a 12-year-old,” Dec. 22). This 
is a baseless statement. Who knows 
how Tiaffay reached her conclu-
sions about Trump? Perhaps she 
was referring to what he says.

I grant that Tiaffay did not 
include all the facts, such as this 
one: Hillary Clinton beat Trump by 
nearly 2.9 million votes.

— Larry Witte

Home tour a success
Editor:

On behalf of the Alameda Family 
Services League, I want to thank the 
Alameda community for another 
successful, festive, Alameda Holiday 
Home Tour. 2016 marked the 46th 
Annual Holiday Home Tour fund-
raiser for Alameda Family Services, 
and would not have happened with-
out our gracious homeowners, ded-
icated volunteers, generous spon-
sors, fantastic donors and wonder-
ful Alameda community!

Five Alameda homeowners 
opened their beautiful homes 
decorated festively for the season. 
Without the generosity of these 
Alameda residents, the Holiday 
Home Tour would not be possible. 
Thank you for welcoming our com-
munity to admire the homes that 
you treasure. Your hard work and 
love for your houses and commu-
nity are evident in every detail.

In addition to the homeown-
ers, our volunteers went above 
and beyond, as they do every 
year, to make the fundraiser a suc-
cess. Thank you to our head home 
docents, home docents, Santa 
(and his helpers), tea preparers 
and servers. Girls Inc. of the Island 
City and its fabulous leader Pam 
Williams; the firefighters IAFF Local 
689 for their cookie-baking skills; 
the talented musicians, and those 
who helped spread the news about 
the event. 

A special thank you to the 
unwavering support of Alameda 
Family Services board of direc-
tors and Alameda Family Services 
staff members for their generos-
ity, time and talent. At the heart 
of the home tour are the Alameda 
Family Services League members 
who make the magic happen: 
Cindy Batchelor, Ernestine Bianchi, 
Griselda Bissett, Hanna Fry, Kathi 
Honegger, Susan Kaney, Teresa 
McDaniels, Winkie Campbell-Notar, 
Pam Stewart Savin and Malia and 
Toni Vella. You are all incredible, 
thank you!

While tickets sales account 
for much of the fundraised dol-
lars, sponsors and donors provide 
a substantial amount of support 
for the home tour and Alameda 
Family Services. We are thankful for 
those business who advertised in 
the home tour booklet donated to 
the Texas-style raffle, holiday gift 
shop and gourmet shop. 

Thank you to Alameda 
Elks Lodge No. 1015 and First 
Presbyterian Church for your hos-
pitality and Jessica Warren and 
Allsafe Self Storage for supporting 
the League year round. 

Our sponsors for the 46th 
Alameda Holiday Home Tour were 
more generous than we could have 
hoped for. These included Alain 
Pinel Realtors, Bank of Marin, 
Catellus, Jeffrey Schwalm at Farmers 
Insurance, Harbor Bay Realty, 
McGuire & Hester and Pacific Union. 
Their support was vital in making 
the home tour a successful fund-
raiser for Alameda Family Services!

Finally, thank you to our to our 
wonderful Alameda community for 
purchasing 46th Annual Holiday 
Home Tour tickets, supporting bou-
tique merchants, buying holiday 

and gourmet shop goodies, raffle 
tickets and taking part in this spe-
cial event. It truly takes a village 
to support our essential Alameda 

nonprofits and you are that village!
— Katie Honegger, President

Alameda Family  
Services League

Emmanuel Williams 
“Welcome the Stranger” is a 

project in which local volunteers 
work together to welcome a refu-
gee family into their community. 
The volunteers provide the family 
with the support they need over 
a period of six months or so. This 
enables the family to become inde-
pendent and self-sufficient. It is 
one of the projects included in the 
“Acts of Mercy” that Pope Francis 
and the Catholic Conference on 
Justice have proposed. 

A Just Faith group at St 
Joseph’s Basilica here in Alameda 
launched the idea of developing 
the Welcome the Stranger proj-
ect; Anna Rossi agreed to chair it. 
When it became clear that there 
was a strong response, Catholic 
Charities USA and its local office, 
Catholic Charities of the East Bay, 
were informed. They assigned 
a Muslim Afghan family to the 
Alameda Deanery Welcome the 
Stranger Refugee Support Team. 

Initially, various teams were set 
up: welcoming, fundraising, hous-
ing, household needs and after 
arrival. The group was given two 
weeks’ notice before the family 
arrived. The major difficulty was 
finding accommodation. The fam-
ily was lodged in a hotel for a 
month, then an apartment was 
found and the process of helping 
the family adjust to their new life 
began. 

Caren Vance, a local pedia-
trician, coordinated the tasks 
involved in meeting the refugee 
family’s needs. These included 
transport, a cash grant, social ser-
vices, medical insurance and food 
stamps. Vance also had to find 
ways to get English lessons, child 
care for the couple’s 18-month-old 
baby son and to bring the family 
into the community. 

 Now, six months later, group 
members are taking stock. The 
refugees — a 25-year-old father, 
21-year-old mother and a baby boy 
— feel like family to the local vol-
unteers, and the feeling is mutual. 

“You are our family now,” said 
the husband. He has a part-time 
job. His wife is learning English. 

They’ve mastered the public trans-
portation system. They now feel at 
home here. The baby boy is joyful 
and friendly and is picking up his 
first English words very quickly. 

Previously the couple had done 
their best to live in Afghanistan 
with the constant presence of vio-
lence in their lives. When the wife 
became pregnant the family knew 
they had to seek a safer place for 
the baby to grow up. After a period 
of waiting and intense vetting, they 
arrived here in Alameda. (By the 
way, of the 65 million refugees 
and displaced people in the world, 
over half are children.) 

The benefits of this project go 
beyond the refugee family. The 
Welcome the Stranger volunteers 
have learned to see the world 
through others’ eyes. Members of 
the Island’s four Catholic churches 
have successfully worked together 
on this project and have become 
close. They’ve been inspired by, 
and put into practice, the essence 
of the American nation: “Give me 
your tired, your poor, huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.” 

It’s not been easy. Catholic 
Charities, the international organi-
zation that assigned the family, has 
limited resources and was not able 
to provide the volunteers with as 
much information as they need-
ed about cultural issues. These 
included Afghan tribalism, the 
role of women, and so on. Local 
social services issued ID cards 
with misspelled names and incor-
rect addresses, which created all 
sorts of problems. 

Some local property owners 
and Realtors were hesitant to rent 
to refugees (illegally by the way). 
The committee heard “We don’t 
rent to foreigners.” The most dif-
ficult issue is the lack of low-cost 
housing on the Island. 

More than 80 Alamedans have 
been working together on this proj-
ect. The difference they’ve made in 
the lives of this family (who’ve 
gone through drastic adjustments) 
since coming here are incalcula-
ble. It’s been a rich learning experi-
ence for many people. 

Can they apply what they’ve 

learned? Can they say, “OK, that 
worked. Let’s do it again with 
another family?” There’s cer-
tainly the willingness, the les-
sons learned, the energy, the 
commitment, the belief that 
helping those (especially chil-
dren) whose lives are in danger 
is the right thing to do. 

Big issues remain, howev-
er. Questions arise. Where can 
the family live while they go 
through the painful process of 
cultural adjustment? While they 
learn to trust the loving mem-
bers of their new family? While 
they learn English, seek work, 
put together the pieces of a 
new life? Where can they be 
safe and secure while they go 
through this process of transi-
tion? Answers to these ques-
tions remain unclear. 

The volunteers I’ve spoken 
with, however, believe there is 
an answer. I hope they’re right. 

Emmanuel Williams lives in 
Alameda.

Alamedans Learn to ‘Welcome the Stranger’
Commentary

More than 80 
Alamedans have 
been working 
together on this 
project. 


