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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Parking concerns  
and street paving
Editor:

The article “Parking Ban 
Causes Headache in Town,” Nov. 
2, reported that, at one of the 
many blocks involved in this 
year’s paving project, notices pro-
vided to adjacent residents failed 
to indicate that paving equipment 
would be parked there over the 
weekend. We’re looking into those 
notices to ensure that, if weekend 
parking of paving equipment is 
required, it is clearly communi-
cated. I apologize to all residents 
affected by this mistake. But I also 
want to talk about the work that 
was done, which many readers 
might not be aware of.

Last week, Public Works fin-
ished paving more than 50 blocks, 
one of the city’s most aggressive 
paving projects in decades. While 
Public Works staff and their con-
tractors put a lot of attention and 
work into minimizing the impact 
on residents adjacent to paving, 
inconvenience will always occur 
with projects of this size and scope. 
Large, heavy machines deployed 
on or near busy streets surrounded 
by residential neighborhoods will 
require detours, parking restric-
tions and other inconveniences. 

Most Alamedans recognize 
these inconveniences as necessary 
and bear them because the more 
paving done in our city, the better 
Alameda’s streets serve our city’s 
drivers, bicyclists, transit riders and 
pedestrians. Indeed, in the City’s 
most recent quality of life survey, 95 
percent of Alamedans ranked main-
taining City streets as important.

Whether you’re an Alamedan 
happy to bear the inconvenience 
of paving, or have a suggestion for 
how Public Works can do better, 
it’d be great to get an email from 
you at lgarland@alamedaca.gov.

— Liam Garland 
Public Works Director

Who’s in charge?
Editor:

Who owns the part of Doolittle 
Drive between the airport and 
Alameda? That section’s a hazard 
to public safety. There is no safe-
guard or blockade at the water’s 
edge. The road curves around the 
water and has only little metal 
sticks to indicate the waterline. 

At night the situation is worse. 
Dim lights are all that is available. 
Car headlights are not sufficient to 
see the curves in the road or the 
water’s edge. Street lights provide 
lighting too dim to do any good. 

On dark, foggy, rainy nights the 
danger is increased. Visibility is 
very poor.

Last January, an Alameda man 
was drowned because his car went 
over the water’s edge. A guard rail 
might have saved him. Previously, 
a woman ended up in the water 
and her car sank! Luckily, her life 
was saved.  Who owns this strip 
of road? Oakland? Alameda? 
Who’s in charge? 

— Dianne Jonstad
Editor’s note: Caltrans main-

tains Doolittle Drive as part of State 
Highway 61. The highway was sup-
posed to connect Albany with the 
Dumbarton Bridge. However only 
the portion between Davis Street in 
San Leandro and Webster Street in 
Alameda was built.

Neighbor reflects on 
homelessness, crime
Editor & East End Neighbors: 

First, to Alameda Sun Publisher, 
Dennis Evanosky, a sincere thank 
you for covering the public meeting 
on crime (“Meeting Focuses on East 
End Crime,” Oct. 26.). Thank you 
also to Alameda Police Department 
Capt. Lance Leibniz and Lt. Wayland 
Gee for hearing things out and sug-
gesting action. 

Second, when will the next 
public hearing be, when we can 
hear from the other side? These 
suspicious, criminal, disease-rid-
den nuisances are humans, too. 

The homeless of the Bay Area 
are our neighbors too, and yet we 
fail to recognize that in defense 
of our stolen stuff, which in many 
cases, we probably don’t even need 
or likely can afford to replace. What, 
besides theft, is a homeless indi-
vidual with a mental illness or other 
barrier to gainful employment sup-
posed to do? What other options 
have we as society left for them? 
Churches, charities, missions ... pris-
ons? They’re mostly over-loaded 
and under-funded (except pri$on$). 

Homeless individuals have 
many stories and backgrounds. 
Some are sick. Others are, yes, 
released criminals. Still others 
are plagued by bad luck. Others 
are there willingly. Do they all 
deserve our derision, scorn, fear 
and exclusion? 

I don’t consider myself Christian, 
but to borrow from them, I recog-
nize that ““There but for the grace 
of God, go I.” East Enders must read  
and remember this adage applies to 
them, too.

Thanks for making the situation 
more known, but finish your moral 
duty by providing us with infor-
mation about how we can make 

a difference in our neighbors’ lives 
in a good way, rather than only giv-
ing us methods by which we can 
shift responsibility and get some-
body else (Union Pacific Police) to 
get these unfortunate brothers and 
sisters to “move on” and become 
somebody else’s “problem.” 

Maybe start by contacting 
Assemblyman Rob Bonta and State 
Senator Nancy Skinner to let them 
know we want real solutions in 
Sacramento to end the homeless-
ness crises so many experience

— Emily Hodges

Don’t waste energy
Editor:

Why do we continue to waste 
energy at the end of the year with 
illuminated Christmas decorations? 
The tradition of decorating with 
lights in cities at the end of the year 
began when Thomas Alva Edison 
invented the incandescent lamp in 
1879. Using lights at the end of 
the year to decorate a tree was a 
marketing promotion that turned 
into tradition and coincided with 
Christmas. The tradition continues 
to this day probably for similar 
reasons: to attract consumers and 
increase sales.

Fact is, we need to save energy 
because we extract it from nature 
compromising the environment. If 
it is generated by thermoelectric, 
it implies burning raw material 
extracted from nature and its pro-
cess contributes to global warming. 
The energy generated by hydro-
power depends on fresh water, 
which is increasingly scarce on the 
planet. It is important to save water 
and energy to save our very lives.

We are supporting this old tradi-
tion with life. Continuing with this 
waste cannot be justified today. 
Change is necessary for our sur-
vival. If we change our image, the 
way we communicate, have fun, 
relate, eat, our way of life, any way 
we will ensure a better future. We 
need to change the traditions that 
clash with our current reality.

Waste reflects the lack of ecolog-
ical awareness of the human being, 
as well as the lack of responsibility 
and respect for nature. Protect! End 
the waste of energy in the illumi-
nated end-of-year decorations.

From 2017 on, let the light pres-
ent at Christmas be that of God. Say 
“no” to waste.

— Rosita Fonteles

Adopt a Classroom says 
‘thanks’ to donors
Editor:

Alamedan Bev Buhnerkempe 
graduated from Henry Haight 
School in the 1930s, and the ele-
mentary school is still near and 
dear to her heart. She supports 
Haight today by adopting its fifth-
grade teachers and music teacher 
every year through the Alameda 
Education Foundation (AEF) Adopt- 
A-Classroom program. Thanks to 
Bev and other generous donors, AEF 
supported 60 public school teach-
ers through Adopt A Classroom in 
October.

I would like to thank the fol-
lowing donors: Alameda Kiwanis 
Foundation, Kane & Associates 
Realtors, the Graber family, Janine 
Boehm, A Maya Lin family, the 
Taira family, Catherine Silva, Brian 
Bunger & Sherri Stewart Bunger. 
An anonymous community member 
donated in October as did: Alison & 
Paco Aubrejuan, two Encinal fami-
lies, the Zethson family, Chris Freck 
of Estar Mortgage, Thomas & Leslie 
Harvey, Tracy Xu and the families 
of Ms. Norman’s, Mr. Brantley’s and 
Ms. Pieri’s classes.

We also need to say thanks to 
the Weinberg family, Gayle Saldinger 
and Ed O’Neil, David & Patricia 
Cattanach, the Simcox and Bandics 
families, Judy Wagner and Merle 
Cannon and Fatima Dominguez. 
Marie Blackburn gave generously 
along with: Nancy Joy Gordon, an 
Interfaith Circle Minister, a Lincoln 
family, Annabel Long, the Nguyen-
Trong family, the families of Mr. 
Foltz’ music program, an Edison 
family, and the families of Ms. 
Howell’s class. 

The Mummidi family and 
Autodesk helped out, as did: the 
Yeh family, Genentech on behalf of 
Michelle’s family, an Alameda High 
family, Bay Ship & Yacht Company 
and Alameda Natural Grocery. 
Thanks also to Rhythmix Cultural 
Works & Charlie Milgrim, Michael 

looking up at the sky and puzzling 
out the constellations ... the many 
non-academic pursuits that can 
shape a child’s personality, aspi-
rations and dreams. Since when 
is school the only source through 
which children can learn and grow? 
These lost experiences amount to 
numberless childhood hours that 
can never be recovered, even a loss 
of childhood itself.” Is this what we 
want for our kids?

— Emmanuel Williams

Thankful for Lawrence
Dear Lawrence Kumarasivan:

I want to commend you on the 
comprehensive, articulate, educa-
tional article on the green bike I 
see all over Alameda. (“LimeBiking 
with Lawrence,” Nov. 2). I often 
wonder how do people use them 
and how much it costs. This is no 
more a mystery! Thank you for 
writing that wonderful article! 

I read the Alameda Sun every 
Thursday, cover to cover. It is a 
local paper that I feel I want to sup-
port. I am glad you are a Sun staffer. 

— Dolly Fong

Cho & Julie Hong, Dylan’s family, 
the Zenner family, Thu Le, Andrea 
Warren and Lars Damerow, and the 
Weinberg family.

AEF’s Adopt-A-Classroom pro-
gram enables community members 
to make a direct impact on class-
rooms by donating $500 to the 
teacher, who uses the funds to pur-
chase materials and supplies, go on 
field trips, or bring in assemblies. 
AEF will direct the donation to 
teachers most in need or the donor 
may identify a teacher. More infor-
mation may be found on the AEF 
website at alamedaeducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt A Classroom Chair, 

Alameda Education Foundation

No nukes is good nukes
Editor:

President Donald Trump was in 
Asia last week. Escalating threats 
against North Korea are topping 
his agenda. Nicholas Kristof in the 
New York Times quotes several 
mainstream government officials 
and foreign policy experts saying 
that nuclear war with North Korea 
is likely. Lindsey Graham on the 
Today show quoted the president 
as saying that thousands will die 
“over there. They’re not going to 
die here.” 

Here in Alameda, the use of 
nuclear weapons anywhere is unac-
ceptable. For that reason, at our 
weekly vigils last Saturday and 
coming up this Saturday, Nov. 18, 
we will be joining with others in 
the national days of action to say 
“No fire and fury on North Korea. 
No nuclear war.” The Trump-Pence 
regime is a danger to the world. 
A recent poll of U.S. military per-
sonnel found a majority consider 
Trump’s threats the number-one 
danger to our national security.

Everyone is encouraged to join 
us at the Human Billboard Vigils 
on Saturdays. Bring a sign. The 
events take place noon to 1 p.m. at 
the intersection of Park Street and 
Santa Clara Avenue. 

— Ruth Smiler

Had it with homework
Editor:

I saw a very powerful film 
Sunday afternoon in a local church 
titled Race to Nowhere. It shows 
how the American educational sys-
tem is producing a generation of 
kids who are overscheduled, over- 
tested and underestimated. One of 
the issues it touched on is home-
work. After the film a woman said 
her kindergarten granddaughter is 
being given homework. 

There’s been a lot of research 
into homework. According to this 
research, homework assignments  
for students up to sixth grade have 
no academic value whatsoever, and 
very little for middle school kids. 
For high schoolers, after about four 
hours a week, time spent on home-
work is of little or no academic 
value. Most high-school students, 
of course, get a lot more homework 
than four hours a week. In some 
communities homework can climb 
to five hours per night!

Some of what’s lost with a heavy 
homework schedule includes:

• Enough time for exercise and 
sleep

• Family time 
• Time to absorb and learn what 

you studied at school
• Time to explore a subject that 

interests you in depth 
• Time to read for pleasure
• Time to play alone or with 

others
• Time to discover and define 

who you are. 
Read The Homework Myth by 

Alfie Kohn to learn more about this. 
If you’re a parent worried about 
your kid’s homework burden, talk 
to other parents, talk to teach-
ers. Our children need and deserve 
freedom to make some choices 
about how they spend their time, 
about what they want to do. 

Here’s a quote from the book 
Beyond Measure by Vicki Abeles, 
who made Race to Nowhere:

“All those hours not spent making 
up games, peering under rocks, talk-
ing with friends, tinkering with tools, 

This statement was read by 
Police Chief Paul Rolleri during pub-
lic comment at the Nov. 7, Alameda 
City Council meeting.

Good evening Mayor, Vice Mayor, 
members of the City Council. I’m 
Paul Rolleri, Police Chief, and I am 
joined by all of the City Department 
Heads here before you.

We are here as the City’s 
Executive Management Team to 
show our support for City Manager 
Jill Keimach and our respect and 
faith in her ethics and integrity. As 
a team under her leadership, we 
have accomplished much over the 
last year and a half. We have a solid 
team of department heads that, 
together with our City Manager, are 
all committed to doing what’s right 
for the Alameda community. We are 
here to affirm that there is stabil-
ity within the City, and that we all, 
individually and collectively, trust 
in Jill Keimach’s leadership and 
are working together to accomplish 
our City’s priorities.

Over the last 18 months, the 
City has been incredibly produc-
tive doing the people’s work under 

the leadership of the City Manager. 
This includes drafting ordinances 
on public art, cannabis, and uni-
versal design, breaking ground on 
over 50 units of affordable hous-
ing, securing over $40 million in 
transportation grants and funding, 
and the continued complex but 
important work on Alameda’s rent 
stabilization program. 

We reinstated the Fire 
Prevention Bureau with sworn 
firefighters, passed a two-year 
budget on time with reserves and 
broke ground on Jean Sweeney and 
Estuary Parks. We embarked on 
updating the Climate Action Plan, 
established the City’s first-ever 
parking permit program, created a 
framework for a sustainable rela-
tionship with the Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter, received 
accreditation from the American 
Public Works Association, modern-
ized the City’s Utility Users Tax 
ordinance and much more.

This Council has directed staff 
to carry out a robust agenda 
of work, and we are committed 
to following best practices to 

do that work. We want you 
to know that as a staff, work-
ing under the stable leadership 
of City Manager Jill Keimach, 
we are effectively addressing 
the Council’s priorities for 
Alameda. We are confident 
that we can continue to work 
together to maintain the good 
governance it takes to give our 
community the quality of life 
they desire. 

Thank you.
— Elena Adair, Finance 

Director; Nancy Bronstein, 
HR Director; Jane Chisaki, 

Library Director; Liam Garland, 
Public Works Director; Sarah 

Henry, Public Information 
Officer; Carolyn Hogg, IT 

Director; Jennifer Ott, Base 
Reuse Director; Debbie Potter, 

Community Development 
Director; Nico Procos, Alameda 

Municipal Power General 
Manager; Paul Rolleri, Police 

Chief; Liz Warmerdam, 
Assistant City Manager and 

Amy Wooldridge, Recreation 
and Parks Director

City Management 
Supports Keimach 


