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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Lime Bikes leave sour 
taste in cyclist’s mouth
Editor:

I have seen a lot of Lime Bikes 
around town. When I wanted 
to park my bicycle at City Hall, 
there were about eight Lime Bikes 
parked taking up parking spaces 
for my bicycle. I had to carefully 
avoid them in order to lock my 
bike against a bike rack.

On another day when I went 
into the Carl’s Jr. restaurant at 
Marina Village and there were 
four Lime Bikes near the front 
door walkway. They were not 
parked at the bicycle parking 
that the restaurant provides. I 
walked past the bikes, entered 
the restaurant, and found the 
four bicycle riders who were leas-
ing the bikes at the time. 

The four cyclists were about 
age 12 to 14, and had no helmets. 
They live out at Alameda Point. 
They like the bicycles as they are 
currently riding them for free. 
They get their non-bicycle rid-
ing friends to recommend them 
and they get free credits to ride 
the bikes. 

I thought that Lime Bike would 
do a better job of ensuring that 
youth under age 18 wear  helmets 
in order to ride the bikes.

I think of Lime Bikes in the 
same way as Uber. They take up 
space around town when not in 
use, creating parking issues! If I 
had a need for a Lime Bike, I do 
not own a Smartphone; so Lime 
Bike discriminates against me.

Is it a solution looking for a 
problem, or a problem creating 
another problem? What have you 
noticed about the new Lime Bikes 
around town?

— Jim Strehlow, bicycle 
owner, Alameda resident

Self-described ‘racist 
white guy’ responds
Editor:

I would like to respectfully 
respond to Bronwyn Harris’s 
recent commentary. (“Take Time: 
Listen to People of Color,” Sept. 
28). In the commentary, Harris 
claims that “we” are so racist 
oriented and prejudiced against 
“black’” folks that we just can’t 
“see” our own racism but if “we” 
would just “listen” we would “real-
ize” how racist “we” white folks 
really are.  

I contend that it is not “racism” 
but Marxism you are espousing. 
Divide the races or cultures, get 

them fighting among themselves, 
create jealousy, suspicion, envy 
among social classes, between the 
wealthy and poor, by any means, 
even by fabrication, obfuscation 
or by any means that accomplish-
es the desired results. This, of 
course, would be your cherished 
“social revolution.”

Unfortunately, racism is his-
torically endemic in human kind, 
across the whole spectrum of 
races and cultures. It will not be 
resolved by social revolution.  

Actually, the “solution” is as  
old as racism itself: “Love thy 
brother as thyself” or “Do unto 
others as you would have done 
unto yourself.”  

So, what have you done to per-
sonally improve on this human 
malady? Have you taught this 
simple solution to your young 
students? 

It seems to me somewhat friv-
olous on the part of black profes-
sional athletes making hundreds 
of thousands to millions of dol-
lars to complain of “inequality.” 

But, then, what do I know?  I’m  
just a “racist” white guy!

— Bruce Elerick

Despite the discomfort, 
we have to look
Editor:

I attended U.S. Representative 
Barbara Lee’s screening of the 
award winning film, Merritt College 
— Home of the Black Panthers on 
Oct. 14 at City Hall. Never was it 
made clearer to me, given my past 
of white privilege, that education 
was the single-most important ele-
ment in the Black Panther social 
movement. 

The dedication to education  
was symbolized by the fact the 
party was founded and grew with-
in the walls of a college. Built 
in 1922, the old Merritt College 
building on Martin Luther King 
Way in Oakland originally housed 
a high school affiliated with 
the University of California at 
Berkeley. Merritt College moved 
in after the high school closed. 

In 1966, the Black Panther  
Party drafted its vision statement 
in the school’s wood-paneled 
library. Four years later, the col-
lege closed and the building aban-
doned for a new campus in the 
hills.

The day after the screening, 
I read that the Alameda County 
Juvenile Justice Center is being 
moved to Walnut Creek. A pattern 
appears to emerge:

Gerald Cauthen
Seventeen years ago I was the 

engineer on the City of Alameda’s 
Alameda Rail Feasibility Study. 
The study included the conceptual 
design of a light-rail line from the 
Fruitvale BART Station to Alameda 
and then along the existing rail 
right-of-way way to the West End, 
with a possible future subaqueous 
rail extension to the West Oakland 
BART station.

The objective of the study was 
to find ways of attracting more 
Alamedans and more visitors to 
Alameda to leave their cars at 
home, at least some of the time. 
The reasons for the study are even 
more compelling today than they 
were then.

Without a substantial diversion 
from auto travel to buses and other 
collective forms of travel, improv-
ing the auto access into and out 
of Alameda is doomed to failure. 
If the access roads are enlarged 
or otherwise changed to ease con-
gestion there will soon be more 
driving. As the history of the Bay 
Area over the last half century has 
repeatedly demonstrated, when it 
becomes easier to drive, there is 
more driving.  

The inevitable effect of the chang-
es is therefore the eventual return of 

the congestion to the same level as 
before. But the congestion is then 
occurring on enlarged roadways and 
so the effects begin to appear else-
where. In the case of Alameda it 
means more backups at other choke 
points throughout the city where 
street enlargement is not possible.

For this reason access stud-
ies, such as the currently ongo-
ing Oakland Alameda Access 
Study, must change the past way 
of addressing traffic congestion.  
First, instead of wider and more 
efficient access roadways, the bus, 
ferry and bicycle systems must 
get better and more efficient. Next, 
ways must be found to replace 
some auto trips with non-automo-
tive trips. Here are a few of the 
possibilities:

n Improve the layout and func-
tionality of the transit networks 
serving Alameda.

n In the tunnels and on the bridg-
es leading into Alameda, replace 
some mixed-flow traffic lanes with 
transit-only lanes, at least during 
peak driving hours.

n Improve ferry boat and bicycle  
connections.

n Toll the Estuary crossings or  
charge a fee for driving into con-
gested areas, with proceeds dedi-
cated to transit improvements.

Traffic Studies Must 
Take New Approach

Editorial

n Market the improvement 
program effectively

Since the 1950s Bay Area 
congestion problems have been 
responded to by enlarging high-
ways. This must change. 

Gerald Cauthen is the former 
Senior Engineering Manager and 
Transportation Vice President at 
Parsons Brinckerhoff.

Ferry and bicycle 
systems must get 
better and more 
efficient.

n Home of the Black Panther 
Party, Merritt College, closed and 
moved to the Oakland hills.

n Family court was moved to 
Alameda in 2010

n Arraignment court had been 
moved to Dublin two months ago 
but after re-thinking that move, 
is being moved back to Oakland 
courthouse.

n Oct. 15, 2017, we learn the 
Juvenile Justice Center will be 
moved to Walnut Creek.

I don’t pretend to know the day-
to-day decision making in our coun-
ty criminal justice system, however 
the overall effect of decisions made 
to move courts from the heart of 
the community hurts the many 
people of color making up East Bay 
communities. These are often folk 
with few or no resources in this 
punishing economy. The poorest 
of communities are being denied 
accessibility to the very social and 
criminal justice institutions des-
perately needed in these wild and 
uncertain times.

Viewing the sequence of “relo-
cations” over a longer arc of his-
tory, starting with the break up of 
the Black Panther Party by closing 
Merritt College, what we are seeing 
is a mechanism or “tool” of institu-
tionalized racism at work. It comes 
in all different packages but it’s 
called “pack up and leave.”

When racist attitudes and white 
supremacy have been given the 
nod, then unleashed on the social 
fabric of this nation by the presi-
dent himself, we are obligated to 
pay special attention to actions, 
however justified, of our elected 
officials. We must determine wheth-
er their policies (conscious or not)
tear our communities down, or 
work to re-build and make them 
strong. We need these communities 
strong to confront the uncertain 
future we all face.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Food bank says ‘thanks’
Editor:

The Alameda Food Bank would 
like to recognize Alameda Boy 
Scouts Troop 2, who assisted Jay 
Bond in completing his Eagle Scout 
project by helping renovate our 
property. 

Jay planned out all of the work, 
assembled a team of scouts and 
adults, purchased necessary sup-
plies and got to work. They were 
able to add more pea gravel and 
sand, varnish the benches and 
paint the fence (after matching the 
paint color). They also replaced 
the broken vent on the side of 
the building, pruned and weeded 
throughout the property and pro-
vided a beautiful blooming rose 
bush and mandevilla vine.

Heartfelt thanks to Jay, Troop 2 
and parents for spending the week-
end beautifying the Alameda Food 
Bank. We are so fortunate to have 
such wonderful community support!

— Cindy Houts, Executive 
Director, Alameda Food Bank

Railroad shelter  
clarification from city
Editor: 

Thank you for highlighting the 
restoration of the former Southern 
Pacific Railroad waiting shelter on 
Lincoln Avenue (“Historic Train 
Station Displaced,” Oct. 19). It 
should be noted that the property 
owner is working with the City of 
Alameda to relocate the structure 
to the Jean Sweeney Open Space 
Park where it will be restored to 
its original purpose as a shade 
structure.  

The shelter is temporar-
ily being moved to the back of 
its current location on Lincoln 
Avenue until construction at Jean 
Sweeney Park is to a point where 
it is ready to receive the shelter. 

We are excited about this res-
toration project, which will allow 
the public to learn more about 
Alameda’s railroad history. 

— Allen Tai, Planning Services 
Manager, City of Alameda

Writer provides  
clarification and insight
Editor:

In regard to my recent arti-
cle (“College Hosts Health Fair,” 
Oct. 19) the fair organizer, Juliet 
Lockwood owns and runs Cafe 
Muse on Mariner Square Athletic 
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New Store 
Provides for 
Local Zombies 

Gil Michaels
This Halloween, local zombies 

are celebrating the opening of 
Alameda Zombie Supply (AZS), 
a store dedicated to fulfilling the 
needs of all forms of the living 
dead. Those forms include zom-
bies, certain public figures and 
Smartphone zombies.

Of all the forms of zombies, 
Smartphone zombies are the 
most ubiquitous. Unlike aggres-
sive flesh-hunting zombies, Smart 
phone zombies are quiet and 
oblivious. They look like living 
people, but are actually dead to 
the world, hypnotized by their 
devices. This species of zombie 
can still be dangerous, especially 
when working, walking or operat-
ing machinery. 

Fortunately, AZS sells a spe-
cial electro-magnetic pulse gen-
erator that stops hypnotic dis-
traction devices dead. Free of 
the hypnotism of their devices, 
Smartphone zombies can go on 
to lead productive lives. 

Alameda in Spirit

Club’s second floor, not the club 
itself as the piece seemed to 
indicate. Didn’t mean to be con-
fusing!

I just wanted to add, that as 
I’ve been attending local events 
recently, it’s been so gratifying 
to see the High Scores Arcade, 
Alameda Theater and Cineplex, 
DeLauer’s Newsstand plus the 
many fine restaurants (including 
the brand-new ones) packed to 
the rafters with happy customers. 

This is all helping keep our 
local economy strong and tax 
dollars right here in Alameda. 
Great free events at our wonder-
ful Alameda library system and 
other attractions at Crab Cove 
and Mastick Senior Center with 
its many fantastic programs for 
folks older than 50 have all been 
packed, too. 

I hope to see all our shop-
ping and dining districts equally 
packed with shoppers leading 
into the holiday season.

— Mike Lano 

Hats off to the Sun
Editor:

I appreciate your effort to alert 
your readers to City Manager 
Jill Keimach’s letter regarding 
alleged improper influence by 
certain City Councilmembers on 
behalf of the firefighter’s union 
(“Council Must Fully Investigate 
City Manager’s Allegations,” Oct. 
19).  

If true, this is a shocking  
instance of unethical behavior 
by our elected officials! Fellow 
Alamedans, if you missed the 
editorial, you can find it online 
at the Alameda Sun’s archive 
https://alamedasun.com/sites/
d e f a u l t / f i l e s / p r i n t - e d i t i o n s /
page_06_101917_oped.pdf.

A big thank you to Dennis 
Evanosky and the Sun for keep-

ing us informed and for providing 
the contact information so that 
we can request an investigation 
into these disturbing allegations. 
Great journalism!  

— Elizabeth Greene

Sad times for Alameda
Editor:

This is a sad time for labor 
forces — union and not union; a 
sad time for firefighters, elected 
officials and Alameda as a whole.

The recent statement by this 
city manager is nothing new. For 
decades this has been status quo. 
To influence any decision made 
by the city manager is at least a 
conflict of interest. In every com-
pany this is highly unethical and 
subject to immediate termination.

Incidentally the person they all 
wanted to push for the position 
is the very same person who a 
few years ago stated firefighters 
do not live in Alameda because 
they cannot afford it. At the time 
he was earning the small salary of 
$250,000. 

We have a hell of a brave city 
manager. If this were an election 
year, I’m sure we would be flood-
ed with nasty mailers or phone 
calls coming from as far away as 
Kalamazoo, just like they did for 
former city manager Anne Marie 
Gallant. One need only follow the 
money spent on the last election.

This is not something this City 
Council has the capacity to inves-
tigate. This is something only the 
IRS and FBI have the capacity and 
neutrality for.

— Joel Rambaud

Editor’s note: The city council 
will be engaging with a neutral 
party to investigate City Manager 
Jill Keimach’s accusations. Read 
more about the pending investiga-
tion on page 1.


