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OPINION
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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Letter of thanks to 
Kittyhawk jogger
Editor:

Just a quick note to thank the 
thoughtful jogger who noticed a 
whole bunch of my mail and other 
business papers scattered on the 
pavement and was kind enough to 
gather them up and return them 
to me. Such a lovely thing to do 
for a stranger!

Alameda rocks.
— Kim Bostrom

Leukemia Cup coming
Editor:

For 10 years, my teams, with 
the community’s help, have been 
raising money to fight leukemia, 
lymphoma and myeloma through 
the Leukemia Cup Regatta held on 
San Francisco Bay. Two years ago 
we raised more than $12,000. This 
year our goal is $15,000.  

To reach that goal we need 
contributions from the commu-
nity. We’re asking for donations of 
$50 or more. They are tax deduct-
ible. For more information about 
the Leukemia Cup or to make a 
donation on our secure website, 
visit https://give.leukemiacup.org.

There you’ll also find a link to 
our team website where you can 
meet the great people who are 
working to raise money, and see a 
picture of the boat and crew. 

Please don’t wait. We need 
help now. 

— Doug Perry

Who said the young 
aren’t engaged?

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to Mary 
Malkic, Student Body President at 
Encinal High School.

Dear Mary:
Thank you and congratulations 

for your leadership in the recent 
“take a knee” action at Encinal High 
School.

I suspect there will be blow 
back from elements in our com-
munity, but rest assured the vast 
majority know taking a knee is 
not about disrespect for our flag, 
anthem or nation, rather it is a 
statement about racism and police 
violence experienced mostly by 
people of color. 

Across the nation we are engag-
ing in a fight to re-establish trust 
and transparency in our demo-
cratic institutions, including social 
and racial equality in the criminal 
justice system. Encinal’s students 
have let their voices be heard.

Given the concerns for criminal 
justice reform among the student 
body, there are two important 
races approaching in 2018 that stu-
dents would do well to research: 
the race for Alameda County 
District Attorney and the race for 
Alameda County Sheriff. Perhaps 
the Debate Team would like to put 
on a community debate?

I applaud your work and the 
students engaging so courageously 
in the issues the nation faces daily. 
Politics is not something reserved 
for a few, the “elders” or “those 
power-hungry crazies.” Politics is 
a way of life; it is the life we cre-
ate for ourselves in community. 
Encourage your peeps to register 
to vote, and let me know if as your 
delegate I can be a resource to you.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin
Delegate AD-18

Adopt-a-Bed Update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individu-
als and groups who have contrib-
uted to the Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children 
last month. A number of the listed 
donors contributed several times 
during September. 

Donors this month includ-
ed: Dorron Dessling, Alameda 
Aerie No. 1076 Eagles Auxilary 
FOE, Christine Buck, The Pipkin-
McGrath Family, Louise Grayson, 
and the Imelda Merlin Trust. Karen 
Butter, Darlene Alford and Joyce 
Terao all made donations in mem-
ory of Dorothy DeMaria. Other 
gifts came courtesy of: Virginia 
Krutilek, Karen Kokame and M. 
Buck. We couldn’t have done with-
out help from Al Chavez & Sandy 
Lindman, Christine Runyan and 
Ingrid Llewellyn-Mackay. 

Two anonymous donors also 
contributed last month.

Donations may be sent to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda, CA 94501. For 
further information call 523-2377 
or go to www.midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

Who said the PUB  
has to be responsive?
Editor:

I read two letters in the 
Alameda Sun, (“What does ‘com-
munity owned utility’ mean?” June 
1, and “AMP leaves Alamedans in 
the Dark,” June 8) complaining 
about Alameda’s Public Utilities 
Board (PUB) not being responsive 
to the public. If you look at the 
structure of the PUB, they have no 
legal need to be responsive.

The Alameda Sun received this 
letter from a concerned Alamedan 
who wished to remain anonymous.

Dear fellow Alamedans:
Through next Monday, Oct. 16, 

it is possible to comment on the 
proposed project to change the 
Oakland end of the Posey Tube.  
Briefly, this project plans to change 
the way we Alamedans access I-880 
north and south from the Posey 
Tube. It seems like a fair bit of con-
struction will be needed and it’s not 
obvious that the result will improve 
things for Alamedans. Here’s the 
comment I wrote to the project in 
the form they provided:

“Thank you for the opportunity 
to comment. I commute daily from 
Alameda, usually through the Tube 
and usually to destinations that are 
not served by public transporta-
tion. (Believe me, if there was a 
public option I would be on it!) 

“As you know, Alameda is rapid-
ly building housing and the number 
of commuters is increasing, despite 
the projections of the environmen-
tal and traffic studies from a couple 
of years ago. At peak hours the 
traffic toward Oakland moves at 
5 to 15 mph under current load, 
and the morning backup extends 
up Webster Street and Constitution 
Way for about a half mile. Against 

this background, please consider 
very carefully any changes that 
could further constrict this critical-
ly important egress from the Island.

“I can readily understand the 
reasons to mitigate the Chinatown 
traffic but please do not think of 
this upgrade exclusively in terms of 
Oakland’s wants and needs.

“Usually, I need northbound 880. 
Today, to get to the access ramp 
there are two southbound lanes on 
7th Street; one follows the curb 
around to the on-ramp, the other 
offers the same turn but through 
two stoplights on Jackson Street. 

“Most Alamedans who want to 
head south on 880 take the Park 
Street Bridge from the Island and 
the Posey Tube traffic is either to 
880 north or onto Oakland streets. 
If you create the new right turn and 
loop under the freeway such that 
only one lane is designated to turn 
onto 880 north then the morning 
backup into Alameda will increase 
dramatically. You will find the left 
lane in the Posey Tube moving 
freely, while the right lane will be 
severely clogged. This will not be 
seen as an improvement by the 
Alameda commuter population.

“It’s also debatable whether 
narrowing the Posey Tube and 
widening both sidewalks will do 

Project in Oakland to 
Impact Tube Traffic

Please do not 
think of this 
upgrade exclu-
sively in terms of 
Oakland’s wants 
and needs.

Commentary

much more than appease the 
cycling lobby.  Reality is that 
Alamedans rarely commute to 
jobs in Chinatown; realistically 
they either go to downtown 
Oakland or to other area cities 
such as San Ramon, Foster City, 
Berkeley, Silicon Valley, etc.  

“Cycling to those places 
is not realistic, and it seems 
unfair to add this constraint to 
an already jammed Tube. Has 
anyone measured cycling traffic 
or determined the end-points of 
where and how often cyclists 
would want to travel? If the moti-
vation is to support recreational 
cycling, then I submit that is not 
a good enough reason to add 
narrower lanes to the discomfort 
of productive commuters who 
need to reach their jobs by a 
certain time of day.

“Lastly, there’s the question 
of how long and severe the dis-
ruption to the Posey Tube would 
be during the construction at 
the Oakland end. The work on 
the 880 overpass bridges from 
Alameda has been very slow, 
and I think the townsfolk would 
be interested in seeing a project 
schedule that shows the dura-
tion of the disruptions.

“In any case, I would urge 
conducting another traffic 
study, both for auto and cycle 
traffic that includes realis-
tic projections that take into 
account Alameda’s growth 
plans. My very real fear is that 
this well-intentioned project in 
its current form will make exit-
ing Alameda even worse than it 
is today. In an emergency situ-
ation this could become a real 
problem.”

Alamedans can find out more 
about this project at www.alameda 
ctc.org/oakland-alamedaproject. 

— Concerned Alamedan

Jeffrey R. Smith
Of the three categories of mari-

juana — medical, legalized recre-
ational and black market — only 
one of the three is currently being 
sold in Alameda. Not to worry; 
historically, there has never been 
a weed shortage on the Island. To 
be honest, unless you are a pot 
snob or a discriminating grass-
hopper, it is hard to tell which is 
which when someone passes you 
a bong at the opera, at work or in 
the line at the DMV.

In all probability, the Black Mar-
ket Business Association is not lob-
bying Alameda muckety-mucks to 
quit the blathering and dithering, 
and approve the proliferation of 
legal marijuana stalls in Alameda. 
Then too, the black market enjoys 
a much lower tax bracket than the 
brick-and-mortar, above-boards 
businesses.

A local paper reported, “Tax 
revenue from future cannabis busi-
ness in Alameda” would generate 
“as much as $1.6 million annually.” 
As Gomer Pyle would have said, 
“Yowza, yowza, yowza.” To put it 
in perspective: $1.6 million is as 
much loot as the top 10 educrats 
at Alameda Unified School Dis-
trict (AUSD) rake off the system 
each year; it’s the annual pay and 
benefits package of nine Alameda 
firefighters. Or, it’s the combined 
annual salaries of 30 middling 
teachers within AUSD.

Although medical marijuana 
under the Compassionate Use Act  
or Proposition 215 was passed in 
1996, and the Adult Use of Mari-
juana Act or Proposition 64 was 
passed in 2016, there is no reason 
why our Brigadoon has to knee jerk 
or kowtow to the will of the people, 
or to cravingly capitulate to the 
democratic process.

Indigenous Alamedeans expect 
City Council to wring its hands, 
writhe in its swivel chairs and chew 
its knuckles at every fork, spoon or 
spork in the pot-holed road of the 
approval process. The expediting 
rubber stamp is reserved exclu-
sively for approving more traf-
fic congestion and wedging more 
homes into the remaining open 
spaces.

Medical Marijuana was ap-
proved back in 1996 and Alameda 
has yet to see its first dispensary — 
there was a close call on Webster 
Street; fortunately it was nipped 
in the bud. While ordinary weed is 
readily available in Alameda, to get 
to legal weed, an Alameda resident 
must venture out of town i.e. cross 
a bridge or enter a tunnel.

Recently, at the Mastick Cen-
ter, Madame Mayor Trish Spencer 
admitted, “There’s much more to 
discuss.” The Roberts Rules of Or-
der typically recommends discus-
sion before the vote.

The state, too, is foot dragging, 
but for good reasons. The mantra 
for legalizing marijuana used to be, 
“Legalize it, regulate it and then 
tax the s*** out of it.” According 
to the Wall Street Journal, the pro-
cess by which medical marijuana in 
California goes from seed to ganga 
requires 17 state licenses from 
medical marijuana agencies added 
to the bloated state payroll. Ac-
cording to C. Northcote Parkinson, 
“Expenditures rise to meet the in-
creased revenue stream … and the 
number of government workers will 
increase regardless of the amount 
of (useless) work to be done.”

Every added state worker will 
salivate over his or her share of 
the CALPers retirement plan — a 
plan that, according to the Mercury 
News, faces a shortfall of $170 bil-
lion. That amortizes to $13,000 for 
each California household — get 
your checkbooks out.

A similar chain of toll booths is 
presently being erected for recre-
ational weed. If the state can bur-
row 17 battalions of snouts into 
the Compassionate Use Marijuana 
conduit, imagine how many squad-
rons of bureaucrats will mercilessly 
feed off the Recreational Marijuana 
trough. 

While adding state agencies for 
regulating marijuana, the old anti-
marijuana agencies remain safely 
ensconced, their mandates rela-
tively unchanged. Jeff Sessions still 
wants to raid marijuana businesses 
in California; why not? They are ex-
cellent revenue sources.

In “pot-legalized” states, for-
mer enforcement agencies do not 
willingly dismantle themselves, 
stand down and go home to collect 
unemployment — they too have 
retirement ambitions, jetskis, ex-
spouses, ex-ex-spouses and adult 
children living at home; these agen-
cies have shifted their focus to the 
under-age crowd. They keep their 
numbers up by increasing the ar-
rest rate for minors. 

Not to worry, the government 
has your back and your tax money.

Jeffrey R Smith teaches math 
at Encinal High School. He can be 
reached at jeffreyrsmith@aol.com.

Madame Mayor, Give Us Our Weed

The PUB, aka Bureau of 
Electricity, Alameda Power and 
Telecom and now Alameda 
Municipal Power, is a creation of 
the city with little oversight pro-
vided in its establishing legislation. 
It was originally created to provide 
street lighting. The PUB board are 
volunteers, appointed by the City 
Council to four-year terms. They 
can be removed by a majority of 
the City Council as long as all mem-
bers vote. If one councilmember 
abstains or opposes, the commis-
sioners keep their seats.

The PUB is completely indepen-
dent. It has control of its income 
and budget. It is up to the PUB as to 
how much the city gets from their 
operations. Each year they decide 
what to give the city and they usu-
ally find a million dollars or so. 
They deduct their operation costs 
and money they have received for 
future projects that they choose. 
There is no public input.

When they transfer money to the 
city, it’s like a prisoner exchange. 
The PUB has to pass a resolution to 
give the money to the city’s general 
fund, and the city has to pass a res-
olution accepting it. I, personally, 
would rather have this money go to 
reducing my electricity bill. 

I should mention there is one 
limit on the PUB — they cannot 
incur debt without City Council 
approval. There is a modicum of 
city input to the PUB. It is a five-
member board and the city manag-
er is a standing member. The man-
ager could be there in a tiebreaker, 
but most likely that role is to serve 
as the eyes and ears of the Council.

What we have here is a pub-
lic-proof PUB. I hope this helps 
inform the letter writers and other 
readers.

— Stanley Hallmark

Beware of  ‘free’ 
hospital visits
Editor:

I have always been given ade-
quate and often excellent service 
at Alameda Hospital. Having need-
ed their services in the past few 
years, I never hesitated to go there 
for my emergency room and medi-
cal needs. That was the case until 
recently. 

Last year, I injured my foot a few 
days before Christmas and went to 
the emergency room where they 
stitched me up and took an x-ray to 
make sure my foot was not broken. 

Indigenous Alamedeans expect City 
Council to wring its hands, writhe in 
its swivel chairs and chew its knuckles.

Tongue in Cheek
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