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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001

Eric J. Kos & Dennis Evanosky
Publishers

Ekene Ikeme, Sports & Web Editor

Sharanth Kumarasivan, Calendar Editor

Colin Close, Graphic Designer

Pauline Evanosky, Finance

Jillian Strahler, Classified Advertising

Cindy Pelletier, Display Advertising

Contributors
JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko, Gil Michaels, Irene Dieter, 

Richard Bangert, Mike Rosati, Mike Lano,  

Robin Seeley, Jeffrey R. Smith, Maurice Ramirez

The Alameda Sun is a member of:

3215J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

Editorial n 510-263-1470
Advertising n 510-263-1471

Finance/Production n 510-263-1472
Fax n 510-263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

23,500 copies delivered 
FREE Every Thursday

Bronwyn Harris
In light of recent incidents in 

both Alameda and far too many 
other towns across the country, 
I wanted to share some thoughts 
and experiences related to race, 
privilege and really listening to 
others. 

I grew up in Petaluma, which 
is a town much like Alameda in 
many ways, and I thought that 
racism was a thing of the past. 
I explained away any negative 
experiences people of color told 
me about, assuming that they’d 
just encountered someone who 
was having a bad day or said 
something that was misunder-
stood, rather than attributing the 
experience to racism. 

Then, after college, I finally 
started listening to people of 
color. This wasn’t a conscious 
choice; I began teaching in an area 
in which I was frequently the only 
white person in the room, so I 
had no option other than to listen 
to my students, their parents and 
my colleagues. As a result, I finally 
began really hearing their experi-
ences. And then I began noticing 
my own. 

When I would escort classes 
that were 100 percent students 
of color (primarily Black) on field 
trips, empty buses wouldn’t stop 
for us. BART passengers would 
complain loudly, and sometimes 
BART operators wouldn’t allow 
my class on the near-empty trains, 
even though the kids were on their 
best behavior. 

I started telling my white 
friends about it, and they made 
the same kind of excuses I used 
to make. They’d suggest that the 
driver might have been having 
an off day, or the kids must have 
been acting up. In the meantime, 
I would see classes of primarily 
white students on public trans-
portation; they could be totally 
out of control, and no one seemed 
to mind.

I started seeing what my friends 
who were Black and Latino had 
been telling me, and what I had 
been ignoring for so long. They 
weren’t surprised at the way my 
class was treated, and they agreed 
that it was statistically unlikely 

Sun made a bad choice
Editor:

What a sense of satisfaction 
whoever created that noose and 
hung it on the Alameda High 
School fence must have had when 
they saw their handiwork on the 
front page of the Alameda Sun 
(“Noose Discovered near Alameda 
High School,” Sept .14). 

You had the choice of running 
a front-page article on this insidi-
ous act with no image or one that 
represented Alameda’s collective 
rejection of hate. Instead you 
propagated this symbol of hate 
even more widely than the per-
petrator could have ever hoped. 
Bad choice.

— Jennifer Hastings

Temple says ‘thank you’
Editor: 

On Sunday, Sept. 17, Temple 
Israel hosted an open house wel-
coming the whole Alameda com-
munity to thank all who came 
and supported us after our place 
of worship was vandalized which 
the Alameda Police Department 
categorized as a hate crime.

At the height of the open 
house’s afternoon, there were 
nearly 100 people who visited and 
partook in Jewish food tastings 
(kugel, sufganiyot, latkes, apio, 
apples and honey and more), 
learned about our holidays and 
home rituals, saw and learned 
about similarities in our faith and 
heard about our history. 

Mayor Trish Spencer attend-
ed. We were honored with the 
presence of the Islamic Center of 
Alameda’s Imam Ariff, the Islamic 
Center of San Jose, the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), 
and, locally, Rev. Dr. Laura Rose. 
A huge thank you to our Temple 
Israel family for welcoming all 
and providing an opportunity to 
learn about our Jewish traditions. 
In addition, Rabbi Steven Chester 
held an open question-and-answer 
session.

As we enter the Jewish High 
Holy Days, we wish everyone a 
L’Shanah Tovah Umetukah — May 
you have a good and sweet year.

— Genevieve Pastor-Cohen
Board President, Temple Israel

Volunteers clean up 
Jean Sweeney Park
Editor:

On Saturday, Sept. 16, approxi-
mately 80 volunteers joined the 
Alameda Recreation & Parks 

Department (ARPD) for a cleanup 
day at the Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park. It was a perfect day for 
a walk in the park. ARPD Director 
Amy Wooldridge reported that the 
volunteers filled two dumpsters 
with small trash and some needles 
that were discovered and safely 
removed. The Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park Fund assisted ARPD 
with the volunteer sign ups and 
refreshments.

The Jean Sweeney Open Space 
Park Fund would like to extend its 
deepest thank you to all the great 
volunteers and to the following 
organizations that assisted with 
making the cleanup the success 
that it was:

n Pagano’s Hardware, for 
donating trash grabbers so vol-
unteers didn’t have to use their 
hands to pick up the trash.

n Starbucks on Park Street, for 
donating great coffee to get the 
day off to a wide-awake start.

n Lucky’s at Marina Village, for 
a gift card used to purchase  water 
to keep everyone hydrated.

n McGuire & Hester 
Construction Company,  for a 
grant to purchase the refresh-
ments and lunch.

n All the great people who 
showed up to help make this 
future park a wonderful place for 
all of us.

n And the wonderful people 
at ARPD.

The Cross Alameda Trail sec-
tion through the Jean Sweeney Park 
should be open by the end of 2017 
or early 2018. ARPD is targeting 
August 2018 as the opening date for 
the East end construction phase. 
The East end includes the picnic 
grounds, picnic pavilion, natural 
playground and a parking lot.

Anyone who would like to join 
ARPD on future work days in the 
Jean Sweeney Park should send 
an email to volunteer@sweeney 
openspacepark.org. Please put 
“volunteer” in the subject line, 
with first and last name in the 
body of the email. Videos chroni-
cling the construction of the park 
can be viewed at http://sweeney 
openspacepark.org

— Dorothy Freeman
Jean Sweeney  

Open Space Park Fund

Council‘s wrong decision
Editor:

The City Council has deprived  
Alameda residents of a Justice 
Assistance Grant (JAG) of $11,537 
order to protect its sanctuary 
city status (“City Stands Up to 

Take Time: Listen  
to People of Color

Commentary

that all of these public transit 
passengers and operators just 
happened to be having bad 
days every time my group of 
extremely well-behaved stu-
dents was out. Once my eyes 
were opened, I saw this kind of 
systemic inequality everywhere 
and realized that racism wasn’t a 
thing of the past at all — it was, 
and continues to be, very much 
a thing of the present.

I urge all people who haven’t 
borne the brunt of racism them-
selves to listen to those who 
have. As white people, we can’t 
understand what it’s like to face 
this kind of discrimination day 
in and day out. It’s undoubt-
edly exhausting, and I imagine 
it would feel both heartbreaking 
and invalidating to have racist 
incidents excused away, wheth-
er it’s something as unsettling as 
the noose found on the Alameda 
High School fence or something 
as (unfortunately) everyday as 
seeing a person crossing the 
street to avoid a Black man or 
assuming that a Latino person 
doesn’t speak English. 

So I’d like to ask all of my 
fellow white Alamedans to take 
some time to hear our friends 
and neighbors of color when 
they talk about their experienc-
es and feelings — both in person 
and online — without making 
any excuses, being defensive or 
thinking they’re overreacting or 
too easily offended. It will be 
difficult. It will be uncomfort-
able. But I think we’ll be a better, 
stronger community if we can 
really listen to others’ experi-
ences without negating them. 
And being better and stronger 
is something that we should all 
want for our town.

Bronwyn Harris lives in 
Alameda. 

I saw this kind of 
systemic inequal-
ity everywhere 
and realized that 
racism wasn’t a 
thing of the past 
at all.

U.S. President,” Sept. 7). Though 
seemingly a small amount, I wonder 
how many defibrillators, new tires, 
uniforms or other equipment that 
grant money could have provided 
to our local police department — 
items that would help them serve 
the needs of our community.

The bigger issue is the fact that 
in turning down these funds the 
City Council has put the interests of 
illegal aliens over those of U.S. citi-
zens. Did we elect our City Council 
to look out for Alamedans or foreign 
nationals who have entered our 
country illegally?  

Because of San Francisco’s similar 
sanctuary city policy five innocent 
Americans that we know of have 
been killed there. Our City Council 
knows this but voted to make 
Alameda a sanctuary city anyway. 
So, our Council places its leftist poli-
cies not only over needed federal dol-
lars but also over the well being and 
safety of the very Alamedans they’re 
supposed to represent.

President Donald Trump’s sup-
porters have been labeled “deplor-
ables” but it is evident that the true 
deplorables are the four members 
of our City Council. They need to 
be voted out and this sanctuary city 
nonsense overturned.

— Brian Kennedy 

Editor’s note: The murder vic-
tims that Kennedy refers to are: 
Kathryn Steinle, Abel Esquivez, 
and Anthony Bologna and his sons, 
Michael and Matthew. Immigrants 
with criminal pasts murdered all five 
of these people. The count would 
have been six. A third member of the 
Bologna family was also shot and 
critically wounded. He survived.  

Juan Francisco Lopez Sanchez, 
the illegal immigrant who allegedly 
murdered Steinle, carried out the 
deed with a weapon he had stolen 
from a Bureau of Land Management 
Ranger’s automobile. Lopez Sanchez 
had seven prior felonies on his record. 
He is currently awaiting trial. 

Erick Garcia-Pineda, the man 
charged with murdering Esquivez 
was wearing an Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) ankle 
bracelet when he was arrested. ICE 
was tracking his every move, includ-
ing, apparently, the murder itself.  
Garcia-Pineda reportedly stole the 
weapon he used to kill Esquivez, 
from a San Francisco police officer’s 
car. He is currently awaiting trial. 

Jesus Perez-Araujo, who was 
with Garcia-Pineda when he mur-
dered Esquivez, had an ICE detainer 
request that the San Francisco County 
Sheriff’s Department did not honor 
because of the city and county’s sanc-
tuary city policy.

Edwin Umaña Ramos, who mur-
dered three members of the Bologna 
family, and almost murdered a fourth, 
was an illegal immigrant from El 
Salvador and member of the MS-13. 
He is currently serving three consecu-
tive life sentences without the pos-
sibility of parole at the High Desert 
State Prison in Susanville.  

Stand up to Big O
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this email.

Dear City Councilmembers and 
City Attorney:  

I emailed Mayor Trish Spencer 
about Big O Tires (BOT) and received 
an out-of-office response. Perhaps 
one of the City Councilmembers 
can respond to this email. Who 
decided not to enforce the City 
Council’s vote to pull the use condi-
tional use permit, thus overturning 
the City Council’s vote by allowing 
Big Discount Tire Pros (BDTP) to 
operate at Park Street and San Jose 
for another year or more? Everyone 
knows the only way to enforce this 
is to go get a court order, which is 
easy peasy, no muss, no fuss, and 
you probably could get BDTP to pay 
the (very minimal) legal fees.  

I remember Councilmember 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft said at the 
Council meeting that she would 
rather have this sort of issue come 
before the Council before it dragged 
out for months or years. How do I 
get this on the next Council agenda 
so the non-enforcement decision 
can be reviewed?  

I remember Councilmember Jim 
Oddie was concerned that the City 
of Alameda might be sued because 
the notice to buyer BOT and the 
Garfinkle family who owns the 
property could have been more  

Nicolas Procos 
Every October, Alameda 

Municipal Power (AMP) joins with 
more than 2,000 other communi-
ty-owned electric utilities in the 
U.S. to honor the contributions of 
public power. This year’s celebra-
tion of Public Power Week (Oct. 
1 to 7) resonates for me because 
I recently joined AMP as general 
manager during the utility’s 130th 
year of providing electric service 
to Alamedans. This is a pivotal 
time for AMP. 

As we recognize the contribu-
tions of AMP, one of the nation’s 
oldest community-owned utilities, 
we are also forging a new path for 
energy in Alameda — one that will 
be very different from the utility’s 
origins more than a century ago.

I am incredibly thankful for 
AMP’s strong foundations, which 
date back to 1887. The former lead-
ers of AMP developed a thriving 
electric utility that is known for 
its reliability, excellent customer 
service, ownership of green energy 
resources and low rates. AMP’s 
reliability record is within the top 
quartile of all electric utilities in 
the western U.S., which means that 
Alamedans experience outages less 
frequently than residents of many 
other communities. 

Our customer service ranks 
among the top electric utilities in 
California. To meet our custom-
ers’ demand for clean energy, AMP 
began transitioning to greener ener-
gy in the 1980s, and the utility will 
be carbon-free by 2020.  In addition, 
my predecessors at AMP have long 
been committed to setting electric 
rates far below those of larger utili-
ties owned by shareholders.

As I plan for AMP’s future, I 
intend to continue our electric 
utility’s commitment to reliability, 
green energy, local decision-mak-

ing, excellent customer service and 
lower rates. My aim is to maintain 
these core values as we seize new 
opportunities and innovations. 
Right now, we’re installing smart 
meters across the Island, which 
will allow us to develop a modern-
ized electric system that meets 21st 
century demands for real-time data 
and new energy sources. 

AMP is also participating in a 
citywide effort to update the city’s 
Local Action Plan for Climate 
Protection, which provides guid-
ance and goals toward greenhouse-
gas reduction strategies in our 
community. Our electric utility will 
support the city’s carbon-reduction 
goals by becoming carbon neutral 
in 2020. In my role as general man-
ager, I will work with the public to 
adopt new programs and technolo-
gies that will help AMP stay vital 
and provide enhanced service to 
our customers.

While I will celebrate AMP’s his-
tory this October, I will also seek 
your participation to help prepare 
for the next 130 years. I encour-
age you to participate in planning 
meetings that AMP will hold over 
the next few months as we develop 
a new, long-term strategic plan. 
With the energy industry seemingly 
changing at the speed of light, AMP 
will need to be ready to adapt to 
new ways of providing power to 
our community. 

By participating in decision-
making at your community-owned 
utility, you can help AMP pave 
the way for an exciting future that 
maintains a strong connection to 
its history and values.

Nicolas Procos is the General 
Manager of Alameda Municipal 
Power.

AMP Celebrates 130 Years  
of Public Power in Alameda

Commentary
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