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Joe Heller

Like nothing  
ever happened
Editor:

Last week Ranger Pipelines 
came and replaced the sewer pipes 
on our street. Our sewers are in 
the backyard between the houses. 
Naturally we were concerned about 
the mess, landscape damage and 
disruption. Erin Smith at the city 
kept us informed of the schedule 
and kindly answered my questions. 

The people who performed the 
work were efficient, skillful and 
very accommodating. Thank you, 
Alameda, for improving the infra-
structure in our neighborhood! 

My yard looks like nothing ever 
happened. 

— David Sayen

Measure K is a betrayal
Editor:

In 2016, I voted against Measure 
M1 and voted for Measure L1. I was 
repeatedly told by fellow landlords 
that, while L1 is not perfect, it has 
the basic framework that could be 
incrementally improved upon with 
reasonable protections for rent-
ers. So voters like me helped pass 
Measure L1.

Measure K represents a betrayal 
of many people who supported L1, 
because it seeks to enshrine our 

currently weak rent-control laws 
into the City Charter without those 
additional protections that were 
supposed to follow after the pas-
sage of L1. 

Currently, we can allow no-
cause evictions and there is no 
real cap on annual rent increases. 
Increasing rent beyond 5 percent 
only triggers a review — that is 
not a real cap, but that is exactly 
what Measure K proponents hope 
to lock into the City Charter.

That is why, as a landlord who 
cares about our community and 
our renters, who make up more 
than half of all Alamedans, I plan to 
vote “no” on Measure K on Nov. 6. 

— Jason Biggs

Catherine Pauling
There was a time when people 

bought small rental properties “for 
their retirement.” They knew their 
tenants and kept them for a long 
time with infrequent rent increases. 
This stability created a sense of 
community as people knew their 
neighbors and looked out for each 
other. Longer-term residents are 
invested in their neighborhoods 
and city. We show up to volunteer, 
report problems that need fixing, 
contribute to strong schools and 
take pride in our city. Community 
stability makes Alameda a desir-
able place to live.

As this generation has aged, 
their rental properties have passed 
on to their children or property 
managers. Increasingly, the long-
established bonds are breaking 
down as landlord-tenant relation-
ships become more of a business 
proposition.

This change coincides with the 
worst state-wide housing shortage 
since the Great Depression. The 
result is a dramatic increase in rents. 
In just the last five years, studio and 
one-bedroom apartments have dou-
bled and larger units have increased 
25 to 34 percent. This rapid rise in 

rents, along with a growing income 
gap for working people and fami-
lies, have pushed out neighbors and 
friends. Schools have lost students 
and funding. School districts are 
unable to recruit teachers who can 
afford Bay Area-market rents.

Property investors are the only 
ones who benefit from this rapid 
turnover of residents brought on 
by high rent increases each and 
every year. These increases go to 
out-of-town stockholders instead 
of maintaining the properties or 
contributing to local businesses. 
Everyone suffers as the civic fabric 
is torn and cities lose local control. 

In the past year, Blackstone 
Inc., an international investment 
corporation, has bought two of 

the largest apartment complexes 
in Alameda: Summerhouse and 
the South Shore Beach and Tennis 
Club. 

As noted in the New York Times, 
Blackstone buys properties in plac-
es with weak rental regulations and 
are known for its aggressive rent 
increases and evictions. Blackstone 
is already cutting services in both 
Alameda locations.

This election year gives voters 
an opportunity to retain local con-
trol. Alamedans should vote “no” 
on the charter amendment known 
as Measure K. Why put an exist-
ing city ordinance into the char-
ter? Don’t be fooled by all the ads 
claiming the charter will protect 
renters. Outside big money wants 
to block any necessary changes to 
Alameda’s rent ordinance by forc-
ing us to pay for a special election 
to obtain those changes. 

With a state-wide crisis and 
changing state laws, it will be nec-
essary to make adjustments. This 
unnecessary charter amendment is 
costly and unfair. We need to pro-
tect our current residents and, in 
this way, protect the city we love.

Catherine Pauling represents the 
Alameda Justice Alliance.

Stanley Hallmark 
We need to start applying a 

rational approach to the issue of 
our growing homeless problem 
and population sooner rather than 
later. When political action divides 
us, we must strive to be more ratio-
nal and not so combative. This is 
not easy to achieve. 

The rent-control situation has 
one side in favor of the government 
interfering in the market to prevent 
social harm. The other side objects 
to any government interference 
at all. However, when imbalances 
occur, the role of government is to 
seek balance.

The real issue in rent control is 
how to slow down homelessness, 
created by unaffordable housing. 
Homeless people seem strange 
and different, because living on 
the streets makes them that way. 
The first social harm is overcrowd-
ing, as the displaced usually are 
allowed to move in with friends or 
relatives — temporarily a space 
is made, but rarely is it a smooth 
or long-lasting transition. This 
leads to overcrowding and conflict, 
angry people, police intervention 
and the like. 

The displaced get pushed 
out onto the street, but stay in 
the city, where they still have 
friendly contacts. Moving to a 
distant place with no support is 
a frightening thought, especially 

for people with limited abilities 
and resources.

Getting dumped on the streets 
shocks your soul. There is no help. 
You just start defending yourself. 
No one has your back. You are 
afraid all the time. You may find 
a friend, among the hundreds of 
displaced people, who will help 
you and teach you about survival, 
where the free stuff can be found, 
what doorways you can sleep in 
and which places will allow you to 
use their bathrooms.

The final effect of displacement 
is health. Displaced persons are 
exposed to the elements and have 
limited access to sanitation. They 
are more than likely to be sick. 
But germs are highly mobile, equal 
opportunity infectors, attacking 
rich and poor alike, and not dis-
criminating, no matter where the 
target shows his or her self.

The number of displaced per-
sons in Alameda is growing, and 
I do not think that the commu-
nity is dealing effectively with the 
increase. I only know of one local 
outreach program, Building Futures 
for Woman and Children (BFWC). In 
2002 BFWC opened Bessie Coleman 
Court, 52 units of transitional and 
permanent housing at Alameda 
Point that provides housing solu-
tions for formerly homeless victims 
of domestic violence who have a 
disability.

BFWC also works with the non-
profit Alameda Homeless Network 
to operate the Midway Shelter. The 
network raises a significant amount 
of private funds to keep this shel-
ter operating. BFWC manages the 
Midway Shelter. This includes 
securing public funding, as well 
as managing staff, operations, sup-
port services and providing domes-
tic violence outreach services to 
the residents and their children. 

The community should invest 
its money to help the Midway 
Shelter and BFWC expand their 
programs. 

In addition, the city should 
immediately increase garbage col-
lection in distressed areas, put out 
more portable toilets and open 
public spaces for winter nights’ 
sleeping. In addition, residents 
need to stop calling the police to 
push the homeless from one end of 
the city to another.

Now is the time to act. 
Tomorrow is already too late.

Donate to the Alameda 
Homeless Network online at  
midwayshelter.org/donate.htm or 
by mailing a check to Alameda 
Homeless Network, P.O. Box 951, 
Alameda CA 94501. 

Stanley Hallmark lives in 
Alameda.

Jeffrey Smith
I read with a great sense of 

relief that someone is getting seri-
ous about cleaning up the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP) 
(“Ocean Cleanup Set to Launch,” 
Sept. 4). For those of you who 
lost your flip-flops at the beach, 
you might try sifting through the 
GPGP to find them.

If high tide swept them out 
to sea while you were sleep-
ing off a beer buzz, then, in all 
probability, those flip-flops have 

joined up with the millions of 
other flip-flops that are gaily bob-
bing and weaving between here 
and Hawaii. This floating island of 
trash, which includes a lot more 
than just flip-flops, is now twice 
the size of Texas.

The island, irreverently called 
the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch,” 
covers 600,000 square miles; 
that is slightly more than all the 
California landscape scorched 
by forest fires since June. Like 
the Great Wall of China this vast 

Denise Sicat Wong 
& Brad Hirn 

Remember November 2015, 
when 30 families at the 470 Central 
Ave. were served with 60-day evic-
tion notices right before the holi-
days? Well, those evictions are still 
going on. Enabled by Alameda’s 
weak renter ordinance allowing no-
cause evictions (where even respon-
sible tenants get 60 days to move), 
corporate landlord Sridhar Equities 
continued to serve eviction notices.

Although the tenants organized 
courageously during the past three 
years, almost all the complex’s orig-
inal residents are now gone. Many 
presume a complete clear-out of 
the building is now inevitable. 

Local landlords describe Sridhar 
Equities CEO Matt Sridhar as a 
uniquely pernicious “bad apple.” 
However, Alameda’s Ordinance 
3148 can, in fact, empower any 
landlord to be a bad apple. Passed 
in 2016 as Measure L1, the ordi-
nance permits a limited amount of 
no-cause evictions. It’s why tenants 
at 470 Central Ave. were success-
fully evicted this year, despite their 
brave efforts to keep their homes. 

This ordinance doesn’t provide 
rent control because there is no cap 
on rent increases, though there is a 
5 percent trigger for a rent-medi-
ation process. But the Alameda 
Renters’ Coalition regularly hears 
from tenants who have received 
rent increases of more than 5 per-
cent without or even after a rent-
mediation hearing. Furthermore, 
when wages are rarely raised to the 
3.25 percent rate of inflation, many 
cannot envision futures in Alameda 

while annual 5 percent rent increas-
es remain the norm. 

The result is catastrophic for 
renters and the greater community. 
Alameda is special due to its diversi-
ty and multifaceted cultural flavor. It 
is safer for immigrants and commu-
nities of color to live here because 
of Alameda’s inclusive values. Their 
contributions will likely die out 
since renters of color are among the 
first to be displaced. In our organi-
zations’ work with 470 Central Ave. 
and neighboring tenants, we’ve seen 
displaced children getting pulled 
out of school mid-year. 

This destabilizes kids and con-
tradicts Alameda’s reputation as a 
great place to raise families. The 
families at 470 Central Ave. are 
just the public face of a housing 
crisis that impacts nearly every-
body. More than half of all Alameda 
residents rent. Even if you’re not 
directly affected, chances are that 
members of your congregation, 
your kids’ soccer team or even 
your own relatives are counting the 
days until they, too, get uprooted 
from their homes in Alameda. 

The fight is evolving into 
a struggle between Alameda’s 
remaining diverse communities 
and outside speculators hovering 
over the Island like vultures due 
to our meager renter protections. 
Last summer, well-funded petition-
ers descended on our city to gather 
signatures for a charter amend-
ment based on Ordinance 3148. 
Now called Measure K, the charter 
amendment proposal on the Nov. 
6 ballot is a disaster. If Measure 
K passes, no-cause evictions and 

Alameda’s Changing Landlord Culture

City Must Address 
its Un-Affordability

burdensome rent increases will 
become permanent. 

In the months ahead, Alameda 
needs to decide what community 
really means. We urge residents 
to work with us to stop no-cause 
evictions where reliable tenants 
are being rapidly pushed out of 
our city. On Nov. 6, remember the 
elders, children and families of 470 
Central Ave. 

Denise Sicat Wong represents 
Filipino Advocates for Justice, and Brad 
Hirn, the Alameda Renters’ Coalition.

Time to Decide What 
Community Really Means

This election year 
gives voters an 
opportunity to 
retain local con-
trol. Alamedans 
should vote ‘no’ 
on Measure K.
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Bring the GPGP under Control
Tongue in Cheek

swath of garbage can be seen from 
the moon.

Imagine what intergalactic 
travelers must think when they 
pass by Earth and see plastic lawn 
chairs, straws, used shower caps, 
dismembered Barbie Dolls and, of 
course, flip-flops treading water 
in our ocean. Even if they spot 
zillions of shampoo bottles, soap 
dispensers, detergent bottles and 
Clorox bottles frolicking in the 
mix, they are unlikely to think that 
we are a clean civilization. 

Our plastic society has cre-
ated an eighth continent: Plasticia 
Domesticus. It is one thing to sell 
your plastic junk to the unsuspect-
ing at a garage sale — we expect 
that — but sail it off to the mid-
Pacific?

Environmentalists have spot-
ted large agglomerations of plas-
tic objects that have mysteri-
ously glued or randomly welded 
themselves together. As you read 
this, your plastic army men from 
the ’70s might be linking up with 
that shower cap your wife tossed 
recently; or your discarded rub-
ber kitchen gloves could be and 
holding hands just beyond the 
Farallons.

Is Plasticia Domestica becom-
ing a living organism? Does it have 
intelligence? Will it one day, like a 
huge amphibian, come crawling up 
onto a California beach? The jury is 
out on its evolution. 

More importantly, China is 
already eyeing this island as a place 
to build a runway; unnamed sourc-
es report that North Korea might 
use it for missile silos; and, one 
person, very high up in U.S. govern-
ment, is thinking of putting a golf 
course on it with a luxury hotel to 
match.

Anyone who has purchased a 
plastic object, weather it was an 
inflatable doll, a swim fin or a spatu-
la is partly to blame for this ticking, 
stinking time bomb.

Ask yourself: “Have I hosted 
a Tupperware party within the 
last 70 years?” If the answer is 
“yes” then you have directly con-
tributed to Plasticia Domestica. 
Once while reposing on the beach-
es of Crab Cove, the tide came 
in and washed your 20-piece  
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