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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Rhythmix says ‘thanks’
Editor:

On behalf of Rhythmix 
Cultural Works (RCW) I would 
like to extend my sincere grati-
tude to everyone who made it’s 
10th anniversary gala celebra-
tion such a smashing success.  
The outpouring of community 
support helped RCW reach its 
fundraising goal to provide free 
cultural arts programs to more 
than 2,000 Alameda and Oakland 
Unified School District students 
in the coming year.

Big thanks go out to all of our 
performers, artists, volunteers, 
sponsors, in-kind donors, board, 
staff and community advisory 
board members for their sup-
port and generosity including: 
Alameda Landing and Catellus, 
OMM, Inc., Kate McCaffrey of 
Pacific Union and Christie’s, 
and Star Harbor and Tim Lewis 
Communities. 

We truly appreciate 
the help we received from: 
Alameda Municipal Power, 
Concreteworks, Donna Andrews 
and Mort Johnson of Morgan 
Stanley, First Community Bank, 
Property Investment Services, 
Semifreddi’s, Yankwich & 
Associates, Bay Ship & Yacht, 
Dragonfly Property Services, 
Eyewise Optometry, Fireside 
Lounge, Bank of Marin, Sally Han 
of Alain Pinel, and our media 
sponsors: Alameda Magazine, 
Alameda Sun, Alameda Journal, 
and Oakland Magazine. 

Our wonderful wine, beer and 
spirits tastings came courtesy of 
Artesa Winery, Ceja Vineyards, 
Grgich Hills Estate, Handley 
Cellars, Prospect 772, R&B 
Cellars, Rock Wall Wine Company, 
Hangar 1, Spirit Works Distillery, 
21st Amendment Brewery and 
Drake’s Brewery. 

The delicious treats everyone 
enjoyed came courtesy of local 
favorites: Café Jolie, Céra Una 
Volta, Crispian Bakery, Greens 
& Grains, Julie’s Coffee & Tea 
Garden, Patatas, Semifreddi’s, 
Trabocco, Side Street Pho and 
Agrodolce. 

We also received generous 
support to our silent auction from 
Alameda Bicycle, Alameda Meals 
on Wheels, Alameda, Theatre, 
Angela’s Kitchen, Arizmendi, 
Back to Life Wellness Center, 
Bakesale Betty, Barbie Wong, 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre and 
Books, Inc.; Cal Shakes, Cardel 
Catering and Connoisseurs’ 
Guide to California Wine. 

Our incredible donors also 

included: The Crucible Culinary 
Institute of America Greystone, 
Doña Tomas, Donsuemor, East End, 
Faction Brewing, Fat Lady, Fine Arts 
Museum of San Francisco De Young, 
Grand Lake Theatre, Greer Family 
Mortuary & Cremation Services, 
Home of Chicken and Waffles, John 
Chalik and Kelly Lux State Farm. 

We couldn’t have done with-
out Marsh Theatre or Mosley’s 
Café, Nicole Kidd, Osmosis Day 
Spa Sanctuary, Pacific Pinball 
Museum, Picante, Priority Wine 
Pass, the San Francisco Symphony, 
Speisekammer, The UC Theatre, 
Trader Joe’s, Vichy Springs Resort 
and Yoshi’s.

— Tina Blaine
Executive Director

Rhythmix Cultural Works

Adopt-A-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individ-
uals and groups who have con-
tributed to the Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children 
recently. We would like to thank the 
generous people and organizations 
that donated to the shelter during 
the month of August. A number of 
the listed donors contributed sev-
eral times last month. Two donors 
chose to remain anonymous. 

The woman and children would 
like to thank members of the fol-
lowing church groups for provid-
ing evening meals last month: First 
Presbyterian Church, Saint Joseph’s 
Basilica, St. Philip Neri Church, St. 
Philip Neri Youth Group, the Church 
of the Latter Day Saints, Temple 
Israel, Twin Towers Methodist 
Church, First Congregational 
Church (UCC) and Trinity Lutheran. 

Members of the Alameda 
Democratic Club also provided eve-
ning meals, as did Amy Silverman 
and friends, Lidia Ralda, Susan and 
Fred Lebe, Laura and Earl Rivard 
and Margaret Dos Santos. 

Lance and Sandra Russum 
donated in memory of Manuel 
Silva, Augusto Dacosta, Valentin 
Sepic, David Mears, Carter Stroud, 
Phyllis Houck, Gladys Hageman, 
Charles Friend, Anne Pound, Albert 
McCarthy, John Allen and Lola 
Susan Paras. Jackie MacMIllan sent 
a check in celebration of Virginia 
Crinnon’s birthday. Brigitt Morrison 
donated the proceeds from her bake 
sale. Paula Patillo-Dupree donated 
in August as did Mary Scott, Pipkin 
and Christine Buck. Norman and 
Patricia Bowen sent a check in 
August. They were joined by Ginny 
Krutilek, Marion Yeaw, Viginia Jones 
and M. Buck. Lois Pryor also helped 
the shelter with a donation. She 

Cindy Miner Kapelke
In August 2015, we lost two 

generous Alamedans; and now in 
August 2017, Alameda has shown 
how it gives back and remem-
bers by creating a beautiful public 
space at Krusi Park that is open 
to all.

Two years ago, Rachel 
Shahinian, 50, and her daughter, 
Annika Zinsley, 10, were killed by 
a driver going the wrong direc-
tion on State Highway 120. The 
Krusi Park Stage & Gathering 
Space behind Otis Elementary 
School, where Annika attended 
school, celebrates the inspira-
tion to live generously that is 
their legacy — offering a space 
for performance, gatherings and 
time outdoors. 

Nothing can take away the diffi-
culty of loss, yet the care from the 
community, (including those who 
knew them and those who didn’t, 
but understood the loss nonethe-
less,) rose up to create this space 
in their honor. Connection offered 
in the face of a tragedy can pro-
vide some consolation and com-
fort, reminding us that we are all 
in these experiences of life and 
loss together.  

We are grateful to now cel-
ebrate the completion of a space 
that captures a small essence of 
Rachel and Annika’s generous 
lives and the spirit of the Alameda 

community. Our thanks go to all 
those who made it possible.

With gratitude to Mayor Trish 
Spencer for suggesting consider-
ation for a site at Krusi Park; to Amy 
Wooldridge, Alameda Recreation 
and Department (ARPD) Director, 
for partnering to build the space, 
to the Alameda Parks Commission 
for trusting us to proceed. ARPD’s 
Bill Hudson, John MacDonald and 
Pat Russi were also key partners 
in this effort. 

A huge thank you is due to 
Alameda Elks Lodge No. 1015, 
especially Lee Watson, David 
Hilton and Shirley Bierman, for 
providing significant funding to 
get us well on our way. 

The remarkably professional 
and generous Suarez and Munoz 
Construction of Hayward built the 
space based on a design by archi-
tect Christine Reilly who worked 
from the pro bono conceptual 
design of Landscape Architect 
Brennan Cox of Groundworks in 
Berkeley.

Thanks go to the following 
important funders and support-
ers, to name a few, as well as 
many more unnamed donors.

We appreciate the efforts of  
the Alameda Community Fund, 
notably Edward Kofman and 
Dorothy Freeman; the Otis PTA, 
with special thanks to Beth Aney 
and the Alameda Education 

Foundation and our fiscal partner 
Friends of the Parks, especially 
Bill Delaney and Joe Restagno.

Delve Withrington, font 
designer and engraving con-
sultant donated his pro bono 
services as did Katie Knowles, 
graphic designer; Victor Amador, 
Concrete Design Consultant and 
Otis Elementary staff, especially 
Dr. Shirley Clem and Terri Cooley.

We thank Jane Schmitz, Judy 
Jaber, Dahlia Kapelke, Margo 
Dunlap and JaYing Wang for art 
support; Bay Area Children’s 
Theater, especially Rebecca 
Posamentier and Annie Clark and 
fundraiser and donor Eduardo 
Vargas and his 510 Fitness danc-
ers and clients.

Generous private and commu-
nity donors included Lynne and 
Richard Zinsley, Shahinian family 
members and friends, and donors 
from Otis Elementary School and 
at the YouCaring site.

We also thank performers: 
The Saloons and The Jilters, Noel 
Rabinowitz, Brad Robinson, Paul 
Kotapish and Stephanie Craig of 
Studio 505 Dance and Movement 
Arts.

Sending appreciation to all of 
you and the many more who sup-
ported us each step of the way, to 
make a permanent space in trib-
ute to two special people. Hope 
Alamedans will come out and take 

Krusi Park Stage, Space Celebrates Locals’ Legacy
the stage at Krusi Park to enjoy 
the new space.

Cindy Miner Kapelke lives in 
Alameda.

Editor’s note: see a picture 
of the new Krusi Park Performing 
Space on page 1.

Commentary

was joined by Gabrielle Dolphin, 
Beatrix Greenwell, Louis Toepfer, 
and Maxine Bolf. 

If you would like to see your 
name listed among the generous 
September donors, send a check to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda CA 94501. Learn 
more call 523-2377 or visit www.
midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

Border wall solution
Editor:

President Donald Trump keeps 
stating that he wants to build the 
U.S.-Mexico border wall that he 
promised would be his number-
one priority when elected. He even 
threatened to shut down the gov-
ernment in a public speech recently 
if he didn’t get his way.

So, President Trump, let’s be 
real. Mexico is not going to pay for 
the wall. Most of the American peo-
ple do not want their tax money 
to pay for it. After all, that money 
could be used to help the people 
suffering after Hurricane Harvey 
and to upgrade our much-needed 
nation-wide infrastructure.

So here is an idea.
You always tout that you are a 

multibillionaire and therefore you 
could pay for it. And being such 
an astute businessman, you could 
probably figure out a way to get 
a write-off on the cost. Then, you 
could name the wall after yourself 
as you do with all your properties.

Border wall problem solved!
— William Paul Hauser

A funny thing happened 
on the way to post office
Editor:

On Saturday I went to the South 
Shore post office to buy stamps. I 
passed by a man with a clipboard 
who asked me to sign a petition to 
stop the City Council from turning 
Measure L1 into Measure M1. 

I asked what the Council was 
doing. He said the Council was going 
to turn Alameda into Berkeley.

I asked what the Council was 
doing. He said they were going to 
bring socialism to us and all of the 
landlords would leave town. 

I asked what the Council was 
doing, exactly. He said they were 
taking L1 and putting the words 
“just cause” in it and turning it into 
M1. I asked whether I could ask him 
a question. He literally said “no,” 
you’re an M1 supporter, go away. 

Then I tried to explain myself 
and was told in loud and rapid 
succession that he didn’t want to 
listen to my sob story, that I was an 
M1 supporter and a socialist, that I 
should leave town if I can’t afford 
to live here and that I should buy a 
home in Detroit for $10,000 and why 
didn’t I just do that. 

I thought of how a lot of people 
find it relaxing to watch Jeopardy! 

Irene Dieter
There has been a secretive 

effort by city staff to rename 
one of Alameda’s beaches. It’s 
not only bad form, it’s a bad 
idea. Breakwater Beach is a small 
beach located at Alameda Point 
near the Navy’s former camp-
ground and the city’s Encinal 
Boat Launch Facility. The beach 
and its adjacent Bay Trail are 
under the jurisdiction of the East 
Bay Regional Park District. If not 
for the breakwater there, a barri-
er that protects the harbor from 
the force of the waves, the beach 
would not exist.

The regional park district 
plans to spend half a million dol-
lars upgrading Breakwater Beach 
and the adjacent dune and shore-
line next year. Unbeknownst to 
the public, however, city staff 
has told the park district to use 
the term “Encinal Beach” in its 
documents.

On Aug. 25, at the recent liai-
son committee meeting between 
the park district and the city, 
where the renaming request was 
exposed, retired Park District 
Director Doug Siden voiced his 
displeasure with the Encinal 
name.

Counci lmember Frank 
Matarrese exclaimed, “City staff 
cannot arbitrarily rename a park 
without going through proper 
channels. None of us can.”

Whether done out in the open 
or behind closed doors, renam-
ing the beach makes no sense.

The name Breakwater Beach 
has much historical significance. 
Many documents and maps show 
that the Navy called it that, 
and rightly so, given its loca-
tion. Since the base closed in 
1997, the city has been aware of 
the longstanding name as it has 
been receiving and commenting 
on Navy documents that contain 
references to Breakwater Beach. 

The document that cleared 
the way for the first land transfer 
from the Navy to the city in 2013 
also uses the name Breakwater 
Beach. Even the Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority used 
the name Breakwater Beach in 
its environmental review docu-
ments for building the ferry main-
tenance facility now under con-
struction just west of the beach.

Park District Director Ellen 
Corbett represents Alameda and 
sits on the liaison committee. She 
also sat on the committee that 

Proper Channels to 
Breakwater Beach

I on Alameda

Breakwater 
Beach was built 
by the Navy in 
1945, 36 years 
before the 
Encinal Boat 
Ramp was built. 
drafted the 1996 Community 
Reuse Plan for the Navy base. 
Corbett said she believes his-
torical context is an impor-
tant consideration should any 
renaming occur. City staff did 
not explain their rationale for 
wanting to rename the beach, 
and I can’t think of one valid 
reason.

Breakwater Beach was built 
by the Navy in 1945, 36 years 
before the Encinal Boat Ramp 
was built. The term “encinal” 
means an oak grove or an 
area marked primarily by the 
growth of oaks. Hardly fitting 
for the waterfront area.

One reassuring outcome of 
the Aug. 25 liaison committee 
meeting is that the East Bay 
Regional Park District can use 
the actual name Breakwater 
Beach until the city decides to 
officially rename it.

It’s also good to know the 
city will at least follow proper 
channels if it’s going to rename 
a beach after a grove of oaks.

Read more of Irene Dieter’s 
writings at https://ionalameda.
com.

and maybe he would calm down a 
little bit if I framed my reply in the 
form of a question. It turned out 
that saving America from socialism 
really leaves no time for questions. 
So I left. 

This man never identified him-
self so I don’t know who he is, 
why he loathes the words “just 
cause’” or why he thinks it would 

be a good idea for me to sell the 
home I own in Alameda and buy a 
home 2,387 miles away from my 
place of work. 

Nevertheless I would like to 
thank him for sharing his beliefs 
that people shouldn’t ask questions 
and that Detroit is quite cheap right 
now. I’ll keep them in mind.

— Laurel Halsey


