
Letters to the Editor

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001

Eric J. Kos & Dennis Evanosky
Publishers

Ekene Ikeme, Associate Editor

Colin Close, Graphic Designer

Maria Sarria, Accounting Manager

Jillian Strahler, Administrative Manager

Cindy Pelletier, Account Representative

Veronica Hall, Quality Assurance

Contributors
Richard Bangert, Morton Chalfy, Irene Dieter, 
Mike Lano, Frances Martinez, Gil Michaels, 
Maurice Ramirez, Mike Rosati, Robin Seeley  

& Jeffrey R. Smith

The Alameda Sun is a member of:

3215-J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
Editorial/Circulation n 510-263-1470
Display Advertising n 510-263-1824

Classified & Legal Advertising n 510-263-1471
Finance/Production n 510-263-1472

Fax n 510-263-1473
www.alamedasun.com

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

24,000 copies delivered 
FREE Every Thursday

6      Sept. 6, 2018                          www.alamedasun.com Alameda Sun

Joe Heller

The state of  
Alameda politics
Editor:

Alameda Citizens Task Force 
(ACT) began in the living room of 
Dr. Arthur Lipow, noted socialist 
author and champion of civil rights 
(“Arthur Lipow Passes,” January 14, 
2016.) We were a group of Alameda 
residents who felt powerless 
because we didn’t belong to any of 
the powerful groups who appeared 
to have engineered the results of the 
first post-SunCal election. 

None of us belonged to big busi-
ness nor “the city’s old guard” to 
which Laura Thomas alluded to in 
a recent commentary (“Alameda 
Politics not What it Seems,” Aug. 23). 

As a third-generation Alamedan, 
I’m still trying to figure out who 
“the old guard” is supposed to be. 
To label ACT “right-wing” is simply 
laughable. And can we please put 
to rest this canard about the “union 
whore” remark? It was uttered by 
a heckler, who entered the public 
meeting late and stood in the back. 
No organization can control who 
walks into its public meetings or 
what outbursts they make. 

— Carol Gottstein

Editor’s note: During the early 
2000s, developer SunCal came close 
to beginning work at Alameda Point 
but lost funding support necessary to 
execute the project. 

Let’s keep an eye on 
Harbor Seal Island
Editor:

Every time I ride my bike to 
Alameda Point, I think it would be a 
great idea to put a motion-activated 
“Critter Cam” on the harbor seal 
island because it’s really hard to see 
anything with regular binoculars. 

— Ken Hensley

Who put them  
‘in charge?’
Editor:

As a 73-year-old lifelong rent-
er, I’ve lived happily in Alameda 
with wonderful landlords for the 
past 11 years. Please consider me 
to be a “real Alamedan” who is 
appalled at the arrogance of big-
time landlords putting themselves 
“in charge.” According to an exposé 
in the East Bay Express, most of 
their realtor members do not live in 
Alameda. Perhaps the Alameda Sun 
can get them to publish a list of their 
members. Regardless, they are not 
in charge.

The Alameda Citizens Task 
Force sounds chillingly like the 
White Citizens Councils of yore. It 
is ironic that BlackkKlansman is 

playing in theaters as this local fight 
for democracy takes place right 
here, right now. Every voice counts. 
Every vote counts. May every body 
stand up for fairness for all.

— Pat Lyons

Making history 
in Alameda
Editor:

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank and congratulate The 
Ocean Cleanup Project. The group 
is about to launch its first system 
from Alameda this Saturday, Sept. 
8. Boyan Slat and his research and 
development team have developed 
a system to clean the oceans of 
the trash which has had a nega-
tive impact on our planet’s envi-
ronmental health. This massive 
project, located at Alameda Point, 
will attempt to clean up and rid the 
ocean of plastic, beginning with the 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 

We are so lucky to have this 
project in our city. Alamedans 
may contribute to this project by 
making donations on the website 
theoceancleanup.com/system001. 
This is indeed a worthwhile project 
to contribute to, for the future of 
our planet.

— Debra Weiss

Celebrate National Voter 
Registration Day
Editor:

Celebrate democracy in 
America by registering to vote! 
National Voter Registration Day is 
Tuesday, Sept. 25. If you’re a U.S. 
citizen and at least 18 years of age 
as of Election Day, Nov. 6, you’re 
eligible to vote.  

The League of Women Voters 
of Alameda (LWVA) in partnership 
with the Alameda Free Library will 
be registering voters at the Main 
Library, 1550 Oak St., from 1 to 
4 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 25. You 
may also register to vote online at  
registertovote.ca.gov. Forms are 
available in English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Hindi, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, 
Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese. 

Voting is your opportunity to 
support your community and have 
a say in America’s future. Take 
30 seconds to register to vote or 
update your registration if you’ve 
recently moved.

Be an informed voter! LWVA 
will be hosting candidate and issue 
forums on Sept. 27 and Oct. 25 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Phoenix Alameda; 
Oct. 3 and Oct. 11 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the Alameda Elks Lodge.

— Georgia Gates Derr,  
LWVA President, and Juelle-Ann 

Boyer and Ken Werner, LWVA 
Voter Service Co-chairs

Rise for climate jobs,  
justice in California
Editor:

On Saturday, Sept. 8, Alameda 
Progressives will join with 350 Bay 
Area cities for an international day 
of Climate Action that will take 
place in thousands of cities across 
six continents. This mobilization 
is being called to bring home the 
message that our elected officials 
cannot treat the current climate 
catastrophes with a business-as-
usual approach. There are lives and 
communities being devastated. We 
need real climate leadership now.

The Bay Area flagship event will 
take place in San Francisco, however 
for those with families who prefer a 
quieter venue, please join us at the 
corner of Santa Clara Avenue and 
Park Street, noon to 1 p.m. Bring your 
signs and join with the community in 
keeping the critical matter of climate 
change fresh before our elected offi-
cials. We hope to see you there.

— Ruth Smiler

2018, a Bad 
Year for Prayer

Gil Michaels
Unity, a New Thought spiritual 

philosophy, observes its annual 
“World Day of Prayer” on Sept. 13, 
to counter the memory of the reli-
gious atrocities of Sept. 11, 2001. 
It’s a bold undertaking, because like 
2001, 2018 has been a bad year for 
prayer, particularly “our thoughts 
and prayers.”

In 2018, the phrase “our thoughts 
and prayers “ has become a widely 
ridiculed mantra for inaction and reli-
gious hypocrisy, as it is frequently 
used (after gun massacres) by insin-
cere evangelist politicians who have 
taken endorsements and bribes from 
the gun lobby. One such politician, 
after a gun massacre in his state, 
refused to admit that common-sense 
gun control is needed. He claimed 
that the cure for gun violence was 
“the need to be closer to God.” With 
great irony, a stunned news reporter 
reminded him that the massacre had 
occurred in a church! 

Likewise, the irony of so many 
of “our thoughts and prayers” 
expressed after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
Islamic terrorist attacks was sicken-
ing, as some of the religious extrem-
ists committing the horrific acts 
were reportedly praying to their 
god before a Washington D.C.-bound 
plane crashed in Pennsylvania. 

Obviously, “our thoughts and 
prayers” will do nothing to prevent 
the next massacre, unless a new 
way of prayer is understood and 
practiced. This is the purpose of 
The World Day of Prayer.

If the Unity concept of spiritual-
ity and prayer is widely embraced, 
it’s highly unlikely that more gun 
violence or other sorts of cruelty 
would occur. In these belief sys-
tems, prayer is not an occasional 
ritual or negotiation with a dubious, 
mythic religious icon or imaginary 
deity, imploring it to take action. 
Instead, it’s a constant, moment-by-
moment feeling of love and oneness 
with consciousness, the eternal, per-
fect, intelligent substance of all that 
exists.

Synonyms for consciousness 
are awareness itself, the absolute, 
principle, being, the unknowable, 
silence, infinite mind, spirit, life, 
love and God. In Unity prayer, 
every he, she, it or condition that 
exists in consciousness is uni-
fied and essentially sacred, even 
if believed to be good or bad. 
Thus, cruelty or violence done to 
another is also done to one’s self 
and to consciousness. It therefore 
behooves perpetrators to con-
sider the cosmic repercussions 
before committing cruel acts or 
pulling the trigger! 

Unity prayer is generally 
expressed as positive affirmations 
of spiritual truth. The most famous 
unity prayer is poet James Dillet 
Freeman’s “Prayer of Protection”:

The light of God surrounds us; the 
love of God enfolds us; the power of 
God protects us; the presence of God 
watches over us. Wherever we are, 
God is!

Meditating upon such truths is 
the focus of the World Day of Prayer. 

Peter Muzio
Regarding the recent commen-

tary (“Alameda Politics: Not What 
is Seems” Aug. 23), I agree with 
the title but see it from the other 
side. 

When I went to work for the 
federal government, we were not 
allowed to negotiate for wages 
and benefits and neither were the 
people working for the State of 
California. Nor were we allowed 
to go on strike. Why? 

Because a fair wage is not 
determined in a monopoly and 
the government is a monopoly. So 
the only way to determine a fair 
wage for someone in a monopoly 
is to take a survey in the private 
sector of jobs requiring similar 
knowledge, skill and ability.

I was enrolled in the Civil 
Service Retirement System which 
is basically a 1.93 percent system. 
Most state workers were in the 2 
percent miscellaneous CALPERS 
system. In other words, I had to 
work 41.5 years to get 80 percent 
of my highest three years of sal-
ary (the maximum allowed). If I 
worked more that 41.5 years I just 
got a little more pay because they 
stopped taking out for retirement. 

State workers had to work 40 
years to get 80 percent of their 
highest one-year salary (not aver-
aging the high three years sets up 
the possibility of spiking). 

Then the Democrats took con-
trol of the state legislature and 
allowed workers to negotiate for 
wages and benefits. It then became 
extremely important to the union 
to determine who would be sitting 
across the table from them when 
it was time to negotiate the con-
tract. This was a coup. No longer 
would anyone who could balance 
a checkbook be elected.

As a result BART gets more 
money put into its benefit package 
than most workers get as salary. 
And we have experienced BART 
going on strike to hold the public 
hostage to get outlandish pay and 
benefits.

The local governments have 
also increased the benefits sig-
nificantly. In Oakland, where I was 
raised, city employees get at least 
a 2.7 percent retirement which 
means they get to 80 percent in 

29.6 years. Do they then qualify 
for more than 80 percent for addi-
tional years of service?

We are obviously in a booming 
economy. Many jobs are being cre-
ated in this area and Alameda is 
building large numbers of two- and 
three-story residences. They have 
to be awash with cash. Yet we get 
a ballot measure because the city 
is going broke paying excessive 
employee pensions. 

Because the state is very lib-
eral, the corrupt practice of nego-
tiating wages and benefits with the 
implicit understanding that the 
union funded the elected officials 
campaign and they better pony 
up, will not be discontinued. So we 
will have to keep on keeping on.

The aforementioned commen-
tary also implied that it is accept-
able to take away property rights 
to cover up the fact that the (col-
lective) city councils around the 
Bay Area screwed up the jobs-to-
housing balance so bad that hous-
ing prices are out of control. 

I believe property rights are 
one of the pillars of a free society 
and it is only socialist wanna-be 
communists that believe taking 
away property rights is the way to 
solve the problems they created.

Peter Muzio lives in Alameda.

Another View on 
Alameda Politics

It then became 
extremely impor-
tant to the union 
to determine who 
would be sitting 
across the table 
when it was time 
to negotiate the 
contract.

Commentary

Alameda Citizens Task Force
The recent attack on Alameda 

Citizens Task Force (ACT) 
(“Alameda Politics: Not What 
is Seems” Aug. 23), is a prime 
example of the very worst kind of 
politics that the writer purports 
to detest. Instead of engaging in 
a conversation to publicly debate 
the issues, the writer makes false 
claims with the intention of damag-
ing ACT’s reputation.

To the contrary, ACT is the 
single-most active organization in 
Alameda that has consistently held 
developers accountable when they 
seek to make huge profits with little 
concern for open space, park land 
and other community benefits. ACT 
holds the City Council and Planning 
Board accountable to look out for 
community interests. ACT leaders 
have produced positive results:

n SunCal: ACT defeated an over-
sized, 4,000-unit development on 
Alameda Point.

n Jean Sweeney Park: ACT lead-
ers and activists support and are 
actively engaged in the 27-acre 
park; a result of diligent investiga-
tion by Jean Sweeney and con-
tinued by Dorothy Freeman, Jim 
Sweeney and Doug DeHaan — all 
ACT members.

n Measure D: ACT and a coali-
tion of Alameda residents put an 
initiative on the ballot to protect 
parkland from being sold for devel-
opment. It now takes a major-
ity vote in a municipal election to 
swap parkland away.

n Crab Cove: When City Council 
re-zoned park land for housing, 
ACT led an active city-wide peti-
tion campaign to rezone land open 
space, resulting in the East Bay 
Regional Park District’s purchase 

of the land for parks which will 
expand Crab Cove.

n Encinal Terminals: Developer 
Tim Lewis planned to build housing 
on tidal lands through the device of a 
land swap with the City Of Alameda. 
ACT opposed the project and it was 
rejected by City Council as not giving 
the city sufficient benefit and exces-
sively rewarding the developer.

n ACT advocates for Council to 
consider providing more affordable 
housing through raising the mini-
mum affordable units required of 
developers from 15 to 25 percent or 
charging developers an affordable-
housing impact fee.

n ACT supported the Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance, as did 
approximately a 60-percent major-
ity of Alameda. We have no relation-
ship whatsoever with Alamedans in 
Charge, the group that seeks to put 
the Rent Stabilization Ordinance 
in the Charter (appearing on the 
November ballot as Measure K). If 
City Council had not attempted to 
eliminate no-cause evictions just 
five months after the ordinance had 
been approved by the voters, thus 
fostering a failure of confidence in 
Council, Measure K would not be 
on the ballot.

Instead of taking sides on the 
rent-control issue ACT has suggest-
ed improvements to the ordinance 
that try to reach a compromise. 
For instance, ACT has suggested 
limiting no-fault eviction to only 
the first year of a tenancy, requiring 
just cause thereafter.

Five of our ACT leaders 
are union members, active or 
retired. We have never criticized 
unions, but are critical of certain 
Councilmembers who have priori-
tized the wishes of union leaders 

above their obligations to the com-
munity as a whole.           

The meeting referred to, with 
regards to an insult to Vice Mayor 
Malia Vella, was a public meet-
ing, attended by many residents, 
a cross-section of many organiza-
tions. The person who insulted Vice 
Mayor Vella was not a member of 
ACT. In fact, ACT extended our apol-
ogies to the Vice Mayor.

The Aug. 23 commentary 
stated that it takes skilled politi-
cal consultants and well-financed 
organizations to mount a cam-
paign to change the City Charter. 
While some recent campaigns, not  
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