
6     Aug. 31, 2017      www.alamedasun.com       Alameda Sun

OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Broke my heart
Editor:

The Alameda Sun just pub-
lished a great article by Dennis 
Evanosky on Alameda’s Temple 
Israel, (“Temple Israel Looks 
Enthusiastically to Future,” Aug. 
10) and now this. 

It broke my heart going 
over there to see the win-
dow damage on Aug. 19, par-
ticularly with everything going 
on in the U.S. since Aug. 10. 
America appears to be going very 
quickly backwards — almost at a 
sprint — in terms of racism, intol-
erance and hate.

Temple Israel will continue to 
look forward, grow and succeed, 
enthusiastically; despite what the 
vandal did there. 

— Mike Lano

Little island, big heart
Editor:

I wanted to take a minute as a 
member of Temple Israel and of 
the Alameda community to thank 
everyone who came and showed 
support at Friday night’s vigil. I 
can’t say enough about how proud 
I was of the way that our commu-
nity and surrounding communities 
handled the vandalism incident at 
our synagogue. They approached 
it with love, respect and grace. 

People from all around the East 
Bay, no matter what religion or 
belief they identified with, gathered 
in front of our temple. Many of them 
even came into our synagogue 
afterwards to unite in prayer.

This year, Temple Israel has 
endured challenges and changes 
that have shaped us as a congre-
gation. Whether some of those 
changes have been for better or 
worse, we are always resilient. 
Temple Israel is a small congre-
gation of 100 members that year 
after year has endeavored to 
remain a center for Jewish life 
in Alameda. This isn’t easy on 
our little island where neighboring 
cities like Oakland and Berkeley 
have a greater concentration of 
Jewish people and significantly 
larger synagogues. 

But Temple Israel, which was 
founded in 1924, is rooted in 
Alameda history. Today it serves 
a group of smart, dedicated, pas-
sionate and tenacious people who 
have put their hearts into sustain-
ing our little synagogue, despite 
the financial struggles inherent to 
a small congregation. Our small-
ness, though, is also also a benefit, 
bringing a closer sense of com-
munity.

This attack came during a time 
of evolution for Temple Israel. 
We have been busy shaping our 
goals, defining our identity and 
finding our direction. We have 
been planning new programming 
for Alameda families, preparing 
for exciting building renovations 
and even getting ready for a new 
rabbi. Basically, we’re trying to 
better ourselves so that we can 
reach out more to our community. 

This past Friday night was 
both a curse and a blessing; the 
act of vandalism was tragic, but 
the subsequent love shown by our 
community was extraordinary. 
After attending Friday’s vigil, a 
friend of mine, Fred Fielding, who 
is Board President of the Interfaith 
Center at the Presidio said, “For 
every one person who wants to 
hurt people there are hundreds 
who want to heal.” 

This past Friday night was 
a beautiful display of this con-
viction. Temple Israel, the local 
Jewish community and Alameda 
all have the strength to heal.

— Amy Seefeldt

There’s just no end
Editor:

Bruce Elerick (“Here they 
come,” Aug. 24) sounds so very 
disappointed that the Neo-Nazi, 
white-supremacist, nationalist, 
“alt-right” racists at the event in 
Charlottesville, Va., were char-
acterized as Neo-Nazi, white-
supremacist, nationalist, “alt-
right” racists. 

The rest of the world saw the 
salutes, read the placards and 
T-shirts, saw the racist symbols 
and uniforms and heard the Nazi 
chants being shouted. We had 
no doubt about their message of 
hatred and oppression. 

How was that message lost 
on Elerick? Then again, his false 
equivalences about the roles of 
Robert E. Lee and Martin Luther 
King Jr. in American history tip 
his hand as to where he stands 
on the issue.

Yesiree, no end to racism!
— Adam Gillitt

Dubious caveat
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor Spencer and City 
Councilmembers: 

The Alameda Renters 
Coalition is placing ads on 
Craigslist as well as online mes-
sage boards like Occupy Oakland 
asking for “out-of-town solders” 
to riot in Alameda Saturday, 

Sept. 23 and Sunday, Sept. 24. 
They plan to use Alameda for 

national coverage for their parent 
organizer Tenants Together. They 
liked the coverage Charlottesville, 
Va., got and plan to create that in 
Alameda! I warned you the night 
of the violent City Council meet-
ing [on Nov. 4, 2015] and that led 
to serious injury to staff [interim 
Assistant City Manager Bob Haun]. 

This will be a thousand times 
what that was. They plan to deny 
and then blame on outsiders that 
are not part of their “peaceful” 
cause. You know better!

You must not let this happen 
and you need to be proactive in 
stopping this. The city and its 
residents don’t want this and you 
need to make that very clear. 

Please don’t ignore this. Lives 
could be at stake. You have seen 
what trouble they are capable 
of and with help from Southern 
California activists, this could be 
the biggest protest that Northern 
California has seen.  

— Doug Smith

Editor’s note: Smith is a land-
lord and the president of Fuller 
Enterprises, a Livermore-based 
company that manages rental units 
throughout the Bay Area, includ-
ing, at last count, 63 in Alameda. 
He currently sits on the board of 
directors of the Southern Alameda 
County Rental Housing Association, 
a landlord advocacy group affili-
ated with the Sacramento-based 
California Apartment Association.  
The Alameda Sun searched for, but 
could not find, any ads or messages 
on the Occupy Oakland or Craigslist 
message boards even vaguely similar 
to the ones that Smith describes. 

Influence beyond belief
Editor:

As an Englishman I was very 
moved by Hunter Cobb’s letter 
(“Blame Britain instead,” Aug. 
10). I’ve been thinking all these 
years that my country — a nation 
with only one aircraft carrier and 
no planes to put on it — has very 
little global influence.  

And here’s Cobb telling us that 
America invaded Iraq because 
of Tony Blair’s lies; that George 
Bush the elder invaded Iraq 
because Margaret Thatcher stiff-
ened his … what was it? … oh 
yes, his spine. And that the whole 
Russiagate thing was created by 
the British spy agency GCHQ 
who created “a salacious dossier, 
which has been widely circulated, 
and which no one will with any 
credibility will vouch for.”

Gosh! We’re still a world play-
er! Thank you, Mr. Cobb!

If British influence on 
America’s military and security 
policies is so decisive a factor 
then presumably there’s more 
evidence to be revealed. Over 
the past 50 years, for example, 
America has invaded more than 
20 countries, and has military 
bases in 70-plus countries at 
an annual cost of approximate-
ly $100 billion. To substantiate 
Cobb’s theory about British influ-
ence I’ve had to pay a number 
of visits to the Department of 
Alternative Facts (DOAF), with 
the following results:

n Bay of Pigs. UK influence 
source — Marilyn Monroe, 
who stiffened Kennedy’s spine. 
(Marilyn, as is well known in con-
centric circles, was born in the 
English village of Stow-on-the-
Wold).

n Invasion of Korea. UK influ-
ence — the Duke of Edinburgh

n Invasion of Vietnam. UK influ-
ence — James Bond

n Invasion of Egypt, UK influ-
ence — Harry Potter

n Invasion of Libya, UK influ-
ence — Mary Churchill, grand-
daughter of Winston Churchill

And so on.
Incidentally, as I researched 

sources of English influence in 
the modern era I came across a 
Monty Python sketch in which an 
orange-haired plutocrat is seen 
bragging about being free to grab 
women’s pussies, subsequently 
becoming an American presi-
dent. John Cleese nixed it as too 
improbable.

The question one asks one-
self is this: Which country will 
Number 45 invade when Theresa 
May stiffens his spine?  

— Emmanuel Williams

John Corbally 
I could conceivably agree with 

Bruce Elerick (“Here they come,” 
Aug. 24) that maybe PC culture 
goes too far, maybe multicultural-
ism hides unwelcome consequenc-
es, maybe “whites” are generally 
blamed for every sin on earth, 
maybe people are too easily offend-
ed these days. Maybe.

But the foundational flaw in his 
premise, like that of the idiot in 
the White House, is that he only 
understands U.S. history through 
a white-nationalist or supremacist 
viewpoint. He may not be thus, but 
he advocates that perspective.

What denotes the Charlotteville 
march as white-supremacist was 
that it was organized and attended 
by white-supremacists, in white-
supremacist paraphernalia, chant-
ing white-supremacist insults 
against Jews and other groups.

In the Resist protests this year, 
some people broke windows, which 
is wrong. Plenty of people called 
them terrorists, though they weren’t 
terrorizing anybody; they were pro-
testing hate speech. They didn’t get 
any “pass.” They were duly criti-
cized on the right, left and center. 

Nobody drove cars into crowds. 
They didn’t organize a march to 
insult other groups of Americans 
through hate speech; they respond-
ed to marchers purposely intent 
upon upsetting the public peace. 
Resist is not a synonym for initiate, 
it’s a synonym for respond. That’s a 
false equivalence.

Neither former Presidents Barack 
Obama nor Bill Clinton called pub-
licly, ever, let alone for two years, 
for leftists to use violence to coun-
ter protestors, to Resist, or to dis-
turb the peace. That some people 
choose to do so is their own choice. 
President Trump has spoken openly, 
and in code, in support of white-
supremacy for two years now. 

Naturally, this has encouraged 
white supremacists, as is patently 
obvious. He and his family aren’t 

accountable for malicious behav-
ior, no, and I’ve seen no “account-
ing” proposed anyhow, but in his 
position, words have consequenc-
es. As noted, Trump “soundly con-
demned” the minor disturbances 
of resistors, yet he couldn’t muster 
the energy to condemn hate groups 
such as Neo-Nazis and KKK mem-
bers. That’s a false analogy.

Removing Confederate statues 
in the South is clearly a complex 
regional matter. But to anybody 
but white nationalists or suprema-
cists, those statues declare ongo-
ing support for 19th-century 
human enslavement and white 
supremacy that prevailed then. 
Robert E. Lee might have been 
a great tactician, but his tactics 
intended to perpetuate the vio-
lent abuse of (all) people of color. 
White Americans tend to revel in 
studying the Civil War, but less 
so Reconstruction, Jim Crow, or 
the real 1920s — not those hot 
flappers, but a KKK membership 
of more than 4 million Americans, 
with power in every office. 

Let’s just say there was still 
strange fruit hanging in America as 
late as the 1950s, when most white 
nationalist Americans were born 
and raised in the undetected, pam-
pered privilege of whiteness. That 
these statues don’t offend that par-
ticular social group shouldn’t sur-
prise; that they are a deep insult to 
everybody else is the point. 

Nobody is proposing removing 
“all vestiges of history,” just some. 
And it doesn’t devalue “our his-
tory” to remove offensive, vicious 
symbols. That is history happening. 
Statues rise and fall all the time 
in history. And whose history is 
“ours”? Certain groups who wrote 
a very biased Anglo-Saxon history, 
taught through to the 1980s, now 
considered laughable by profes-
sional historians? Or the histor(ies) 

Watch them Recede 
into History

Commentary

It doesn’t deval-
ue “our history” 
to remove offen-
sive, vicious sym-
bols. That is his-
tory happening.

of the countless diverse groups 
who’ve lived in and built America, 
so roundly ignored by early 20th 
century statue erectors?

The ridiculous whines of 
“revisionist history” misunder-
stand that that is what historians 
do! History is fluid, dynamic, con-
tradictory and complex. It is not 
set, static, or sculpted in stone.

One would, in any case, 
have to explain what “values” 
apply. If one values 19th-cen-
tury racism, yes, that history 
is increasingly devalued. If 
one devalues the 1960s Civil 
Rights movement — and all 
the clear and apparent good it 
brought millions of Americans 
at no cost to others — remov-
ing Martin Luther King statues 
might please that person.

Malcolm X statues I suppose 
would constitute a healthy 
debate, but who is offended 
by the Statue of Liberty? Maya 
Lin’s Vietnam memorial is a tes-
timony to soldiers who served 
their country, not a celebration 
of a million dead Vietnamese or 
manipulated young men. The 
Washington Monument? Even 
right-wing British nationalists 
don’t protest Washington’s vic-
tories; they presumably realize 
that cause is lost, just like the 
cause that supports 19th cen-
tury intolerance by memorial-
izing it in public spaces. 

There is indeed an end to stu-
pidity — by learning about the 
true complexity of a society’s 
history, by working to under-
stand the many group’s histori-
ans and history must speak to; 
by supplementing the one-note, 
mythical story manufactured 
by WASP elites and spoonfed 
to most people older than 40 as 
truth when they were young and 
impressionable. There are com-
munity college history courses 
for next to nothing. There are 
free crash course history videos 
on YouTube. 

And there is hope. America is 
great, warts and all.

March against hate
Editor: 

In light of recent events and, 
sadly, the hate crimes happen-
ing in Alameda, I am organizing a 
peaceful march. We will meet at 
1 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 17, at the 
Islamic Center, 901 Santa Clara 
Ave., and march to Temple Israel, 
3189 Mecartney Road. Both have 
suffered hate crimes.

I wish this to be a nonviolent, 
peaceful and supportive march 
to show love and support for all 
our Alameda friends and families. 
I invite our children to come and 
to rally along with us and sup-
port the idea of showing love, 
encouragement and understand-
ing that two wrongs don’t make 
a right and that love triumphs 
over hate. 

I encourage participants to 
bring signs, letters to hand to our 
neighbors, hugs, songs and any-
thing they wish to leave behind 
in the spirit of love and support. 

I appreciate your support, 
help and understanding.

— Leah Ackerman

Rotary says ‘thanks for 
supporting concerts’
Editor:

Once again this year the 
Alameda community came togeth-
er to make the Concerts at the 
Cove series a tremendous success. 
The concerts are co-sponsored by 
the East Bay Regional Park District 
and Alameda Rotary. We are very 
grateful to our financial and in-kind 
sponsors: Catellus Development 
Corp., Churchward Pub, Broadway 
Management, Kane and Associates, 
Alameda Point Partners, Cookiebar 
Creamery, Rockwall Winery, R&B 
Cellars, Rosenblum Winery, Faction 
Brewery and Drake’s Brewery.

Our appreciation is extended 
to the community members who 
enjoyed the concerts and pur-
chased food and drinks. The money 
raised will fund our community 
grants program, where last year we 
distributed more than $15,000 to 11 
Alameda organizations. Thanks for 
making the Concerts at the Cove 
the Alameda event that gives back 
to the community.

— Karen Kenney, President 
Rotary Club of Alameda


