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Joe Heller

Irene Dieter
We’re almost there.
The master plan for the Encinal 

Terminals’ project comes before 
City Council on Tuesday, Sept. 4. 
This time the controversial swap 
of public tidelands is off the table. 
The revised and improved plan 
calls for reserving the 6.4 acres 
of these tidelands, now dubbed 
the Tidelands District, for marine, 
maritime, commercial, recreational 
and visitor services. 

The plan also keeps all the key 
elements in last year’s plan, includ-
ing the 589 housing units. The 
aging concrete wharf will now be 
the owner’s, not the city’s, respon-
sibility in perpetuity.

However, the proposed mas-
ter plan does not say what or 
when anything will be built in the 
Tidelands District. It only lists 
what could be built. But no prom-
ises, not even doubtful ones. All 
we know for certain is that the 
developer, Tim Lewis Communities 
(TLC), has a lease on the Tidelands 
District’s land that expires in 2029, 
and that TLC could come up with 
a development plan for the parcel 

between now and then, or not. The 
Tidelands District could simply go 
from what TLC once described as 
“land locked” to “land banked.”

The city staff report gives plen-
ty of reasons why we should not 
leave the future of this valuable 
parcel up in the air. According to 
their report, the Tidelands District 
“represents a significant opportu-
nity for the city to expand its mari-
time commercial business sectors 
consistent with the City Council’s 
economic development objectives. 

“With its strategic location 
directly between the Fortman 
Marina and the Alaska Basin and 
future Alaska Basin Marina, [it] has 
the potential to become a major 
maritime commercial center with 
space for marina land-side facilities, 

boat and paddle-boat sales and rent-
als, maritime and ‘blue tech’ leased 
space, restaurants and other visitor-
serving commercial services.”

Yet city staff’s vision for a mari-
time commercial center in between 
two marinas on the Oakland 
Estuary has no timeline for being 
implemented. The proposed 
Encinal Terminals Master Plan, as 
it now stands, is incomplete. Its 
map for the Tidelands District has 
been left blank. 

City Council needs to require 
a feasible, community-supported 
plan for the Tidelands District 
before moving forward. It should 
apply the same standard used for 
the maritime commercial section 
of the recently approved Alameda 
Marina project, which had a con-
ceptual drawing and required the 
developer to seek requests for pro-
posals to implement it in Phase 1.

To have a sustainable commu-
nity, we need good economic devel-
opment planning to occur simulta-
neously with housing development.

Irene Dieter posts stories 
and photos about Alameda at  
ionalameda.com.

Fill in the Blanks at 
Encinal Terminals

I on Alameda

Larry Freeman
Great national leaders are few 

and far between, be they mem-
bers of congress or presidents. 

The last 81 years — the age 
at which the great senator from 
Arizona John McCain passed 
away — have produced but two 
handfuls. 

We have had the likes 
of Lyndon Baines Johnson, 
Sam Nunn, Richard Lugar and 
Richard Durbin, Sam Rayburn, 
Tip O’Neill, Dick Armey, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Harry Truman 
and, nominally, Ronald Reagan. 
Shoulder-to-shoulder or heads 
above all of them stood Senator 
John McCain. 

McCain was a patriot of the 
first order, consistently putting 
country ahead of politics and 
power, putting policy ahead of 
self-gain and self-aggrandize-
ment, putting truth, character 
and conviction ahead of division, 
rancor and instability. 

A war hero who put life and 
limb on the line. He suffered 
brutal torture at the hands of 
the North Vietnamese enemy, he 
held out for years, giving his 
captors fusillades of verbal lash-
ings in response to their lashings 
with the whip and confinement 
in solitary.   

Weighing only 105 pounds 
near the low point of his captiv-
ity, he refused early release as 
a POW to deny the enemy any 
gloating and propaganda benefit.

Finally he cracked and signed 
a false confession — a typical 
product of torture — but emerged 
all the stronger for his travails. 
He proved again and again over 
the long run that character, integ-
rity and personal honor are far 
greater than glittering or inflam-
matory political agendas and the 
fanning of flames to fire up a 
political base.

His die-hard base of loyalists 
came from his inner light and 
the slow burn of steadfast focus, 

credibility, warmth of person-
ality, bi-partisanship and fact- 
based pragmatism in an enduring 
quest for stability. 

McCain sided with the great 
ones, worked effectively with 
the mediocre and disavowed the 
dregs, ne’er-do-wells, frauds and 
connivers of those in federal lead-
ership. He aligned with those, be 
it Republican Ronald Reagan or 
Democrat Russ Feingold to forge 
policy and legislation that took 
the nation towards progress and 
balance. 

He called others out — espe-
cially in the Senate and White 
House — when he saw those 
crossing lines of truth or reason, 
or violated of cherished tradi-
tions of political decency and 
institutional tradition in crafting 
workable policy. 

A first-rate, bipartisan umpire 
with his own, highly consistent 
strike zone, he tore up Secretary 
of State John Kerry, once calling 
him a “human wrecking ball.” 
He lit up fellow Senators Rand 
Paul and Ted Cruz, terming them, 
“wacko birds.” Yet he shunned 
the use of race, religion or gen-
der-based denigrations.  

McCain saw such epithets 
— frequent barbs in the verbal 
arsenal of the current president 
and many of his followers — as 
beneath the dignity of a good 
American and a departure from 
American political tradition and 
Constitutional principle. 

He went after President 
George W. Bush in the after-
math of his bungled handling 
of Hurricane Katrina. McCain 
showed righteous political deco-
rum and restraint by not nam-
ing Bush personally, avoiding 
the cheap and easy ad homi-
nem, instead putting his focus on 
competence and policy.  “Never 
again, never again, will a disaster 

of this nature be handled in the 
disgraceful way it was handled,” 
McCain said. 

Then came President Donald 
Trump and perhaps, again, McCain 
gave in a bit to the assaults set 
upon him and many in the nation. 
The friction began when Trump 
dared to insult McCain’s bravery, 
sacrifice, character and integrity 
when he said that “He’s a war 
hero because he was captured. 
I like people who weren’t cap-
tured,” one of the all-time low 
blows in American history. 

Trump (and I) never volun-
teered to put ourselves in line 
to risk injury, death or capture 
by a foreign enemy power, unlike 
McCain. We were never tortured 
and never fought for our country, 
though I was destined to until 
Nixon ended the draft. Neither 
this president nor I is in a posi-
tion to degrade those who served 
in the armed forces, much less a 
war hero. I never have and never 
will, unlike the president. 

As such I realize it is not about 
he who sloganeers himself in the 
flag or puts it on his house, hat, 
truck or campaign sticker, but he 
who stands for it with his blood 
on the line and with his country 
in mind and heart. I cannot but 
give accolades to the courage, 
and thick-skinned patriotism to a 
man like McCain, a man in whose 
light I walk and in whose shadow 
Trump pales. 

As such, I must see Trump’s 
cold-water remarks of condolence 
to the family of McCain — con-
sciously lacking tribute to the 

Setting a bad precedent
Editor:

The leadership of the City of 
Alameda Democratic Club set a 
terrible precedent at its Aug. 22 
City Council candidates’ debate; 
one plainly designed to shield 
former club president and incum-
bent City Council candidate Jim 
Oddie from scrutiny.

An extensive final investiga-
tive report released to the pub-
lic in May concluded that Oddie 
violated the City Charter by 
exerting political influence on 
the appointment process for Fire 
Department Chief. The saga did 
not end there, but went on to 
include an enormous legal settle-
ment of nearly $1 million in tax-
payer funds that could have been 
used to benefit all Alamedans.  

Nevertheless, the Democratic 
Club leadership declared that 
topic off-limits at its debate, 
stating that the matter is “still 
under investigation.” It sounded 
like none other than President 
Donald Trump’s excuse for not 
releasing his tax returns (“I’m 
under an audit”), something that 
foreshadowed the past two dif-
ficult years.

When officials avoid account-
ing to the public for their conduct 
(other than through self-serving 
press releases and Tweets), and 
we fail to openly debate an issue 
like this, we as a city are doomed 
to suffer a similar fate in the 
future.  

Alameda Democrats, and all 
voters, deserve openness and 
sunshine.

They do not want or need 
a process that is “rigged” with 
flimsy justifications.

— James Delfin

Some perspective  
on our president
Editor: 

In the wake of the Michael 
Cohen guilty plea, the anti-Trump 
rhetoric has ratcheted up a few 
decibels. But let’s put things in 
perspective. 

Does Donald Trump have 
flaws? Yes. Is he arrogant, some-
times abrasive? I would say so. 
Has he had some problem rela-
tions with women? Likely so, 
though I hesitate to take press 
accounts at face value these days.

On the other side, Donald 
Trump is not intimidated by the 
FBI or British intelligence. That 
dirty gang has had its claws on 
every president and almost every 
congressman you can name in 
recent memory. The reason the 
British MI6 and the FBI are hell-
bent on getting rid of Trump has 
nothing to do with his personal-
ity and his quirks. 

Trump said in his campaign 
that he wanted to improve rela-
tions with Russia, end the sense-
less wars in the Middle East, 
rebuild U.S. infrastructure and 
restore the Glass-Steagall law to 
rein in Wall Street. Those are 

fighting words to the Anglo-
American patrician establish-
ment.

Trump is the first president in 
a long time who hasn’t buckled 
to the pressure from this gang 
of elite thugs. If you ask me, 
it’s worth putting up with a few 
annoying character flaws.

— Edward Malik

Candidate White 
unfairly disqualified
Editor: 

I read with interest and dis-
tress your article about Amos 
White being disqualified as a 
City Council Candidate (“City 
Draws Firm Deadline for Filing,” 
Aug. 23). What happened seems 
entirely unfair. The candidate 
presented at the office with the 
necessary paperwork and a cred-
it card. Other candidates had 
been permitted to pay by credit 
card that same day. It is my 
understanding that payment by 
check, cash or credit card are all 
acceptable.  

Why was his credit card 
refused? Allowing the finance 
office to close prior to the close 
of business seems like misman-
agement at City Hall, especially 
on such an important day with fil-
ing deadlines looming. This deci-
sion reflects badly on Alameda. It 
reeks of bias.  Badly done.

Amos White should be on the 
ballot this fall.

— Amy Wheat Rumberger

Senator John McCain: Mission Not Yet Accomplished
Senator’s heroism and gifts to 
America — as yet another short-
fall of what it takes to be great. 

Greatness shines on through 
history, and history judges. 
Legacies of the mighty giants 
never leave, but rather inspire 
us. While not a visionary as was 
Lincoln, McCain shared enough 
of Lincoln’s tenacity, high-mind-
ed moderation, art of compro-
mise and the virtue of placing 
country over self that he now 
gives us the power to correct 
course. 

We can steer a path away 
from division and dismantling of 
the union. He has granted us a 
tall mission to accomplish in his 
name. Our striving to do so is 
almost surely what he would want 
as his enduring legacy. Let us fol-
low as we may. 

Larry Freeman lives in Alameda. 
He teaches U.S. Government and 
Constitutional Law at Acalanes 
High School in Lafayette.

Greatness shines 
on through his-
tory, and history 
judges. Legacies of 
the mighty giants 
never leave, but 
rather inspire us.

The proposed 
Encinal Terminals 
Master Plan, as 
it now stands, is 
incomplete.

Commentary

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin
Democracy is not a noun, 

not a thing to be found “out 
there,” somewhere. Democracy is 
an action verb whose spirit and 
agency is found in the heart of 
each of us.

We are re-evaluating what 
democracy now means, and as 
we fight for its return, we must 
be that democracy we wish to 
see. “If you’ve ever wondered 
what you would have done in 
1930s Germany or during the civil 
rights movement, you’re doing 
it now.” 

As we approach the mid-term 
elections on Nov. 6, our circum-
stances remain abnormal. Prior 
to 2016 we assumed that our 
democratic institutions would 
automatically maintain them-
selves against even the most 
direct assaults. We were wrong.

We assumed that a politician 
coming to power through our 
democratic institutions wouldn’t 

turn around and change or 
destroy those very same institu-
tions that gave him power. We 
were wrong.

We never thought the ugli-
ness of white supremacy, racism, 
xenophobia — fear of the “other” 
— and bigotry would imprint 
itself on this community. Sadly, 
we were wrong. The surfacing 
of birtherism was but the lat-
est expression of this malignant 
affliction.

Every election is a critical 
election and November’s even 
more so. It will be remembered 
for the motto, “Flip Red to Blue.” 
But it’s more than that. It’s about 
transforming the very instru-
ment of representative govern-
ment. This is not about flipping 
a Democrat for a Republican. 
This is about flipping the prevail-
ing philosophies and attitudes 
carried by our representatives, 

Let’s Move Alameda off ‘Stuck’
and hence, choosing the right 
Democrat as well.

Such is the case in little ol’ 
Alameda. We are at a crossroads. 
This is our opportunity to make 
the most important decision we 
will ever make. Thus we must 
pound home the great necessity 
to vote in the upcoming elec-
tion. The Nov. 6 election is about 
stepping off the Alameda carou-
sel, moving off “stuck” and re-
charting a course to Alameda’s 
greater-yet-to-be where everyone 
does indeed belong. 

Gaby Dolphin is a political 
activist who lives in Alameda. She 
is the co-president of the Alameda 
Democratic Club.

Alameda Rollercoaster


