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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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City’s statement on 
Charlottesville
Editor:

While recent actions in Char-
lottesville, Va., shine a harsh spot-
light on divisions in our country, 
in Alameda we continue to stride 
towards a future where the ideals 
of peace and freedom; love and jus-
tice; tolerance and diversity are uni-
versally embraced and protected. 

Our city policies foster an 
atmosphere of inclusion and 
respect for all. Alamedans cherish 
and respect freedom of speech 
and the wide range of viewpoints 
and opinions that make this com-
munity so unique. But we reject 
hate, violence and bigotry. 

Instead, our community sup-
ports and empowers one another. 
We can listen, and be heard. We can 
be vigilant, kind, and strong. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. said, “Darkness can-
not drive out darkness; only light 
can do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that.” 

That love is our future.
— Mayor Trish Spencer

City of Alameda

Parking app violates 
association’s code
Editor:

Please be aware that Hena 
Akhtar, referenced in your 
recent article, (“Ferry Parking 
Restrictions in Effect on Harbor 
Bay,” Aug. 3) is in violation of 
the Conditions, Covenants, and 
Restrictions (CC&Rs) associ-
ated with her home. She signed 
documents upon purchasing her 
home that she would abide by the 
CC&Rs, which prohibit her from 
renting out her driveway or garage.

All entrepreneurs should be 
cautioned to “check for zoning 
rules and regulations” prior to 
announcing a business.

— Dawn Jaeger
Executive Director 

Community of Harbor Bay Isle 
Owner’s Association, Inc.

Outsourcing is a crime
Editor:

A friend of mine broke her 
bones on a parking lot of a promi-
nent local grocery store. The 
pavement was cracked open more 
than three inches and joined by 
uneven surfaces. Her medical 
expenses were more than $7,000. 
Yet the grocery store claimed 
their parking lot was not “theirs.” 
It was the property of Jamestown 

Urban Planning Company. The 
customers only use the lot yet the 
grocery store parks their carts 
overnight on the property. 

The Jamestown Company out-
sourced its insurance coverage to 
company called Liberty Mutual 
of London, Ken. Of course, this 
insurance company cannot be 
sued for damages because they 
are out of state.  

Jamestown Urban Planning 
Company and the prominent gro-
cery store have evaded responsi-
bility because “they don’t own it.” 
Outsourcing is a crime!

— Dianne Jonstad

Here they come...
Editor:

Well, I’m not surprised! There 
will be many letters to the edi-
tor condemning the “white 
supremacists” et al., rioting in 
Charlotteville, Va. Certainly, no one 
in their right mind would condone 
this. But, why are they condemned 
as white supremacists and Nazis? I 
didn’t see any swastikas or white-
robed KKK members, etc. in the 
news videos. What denotes them 
as white supremacists?

In the Oakland and San Francisco 
“Resist” riots earlier this year, I saw 
black-clad rioters setting fires, break-
ing windows and attacking counter-
demonstrators. Nobody called them 
“terrorists.” Instead they got a pass 
for being upset because of President 
Donald Trump’s election. Barack 
Obama did not condemn them, and 
neither did Hillary Clinton! Trump 
soundly condemned the riot-
ing. So how is he and his fam-
ily accountable for this malicious 
behavior?

The initial protest was about a 
local matter; opposition to remov-
ing a statue of Robert E. Lee on a 
horse. If we’re going to devalue 
our history by removing all ves-
tiges of history that some find 
offensive, then let’s be fair and 
righteous about it. 

Let’s remove statues or plaques 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Malcolm X and other black heroes. 
Heck, let’s tear down the Statue of 
Liberty. Colin Kaepernick claims 
America is racist and anti-immi-
grant. The Christian cross on that 
hill on Marine Corps base, Camp 
Pendleton or the Washington 
Monument, the Vietnam Memorial 
are surely monuments to “racist” 
wars! Yesiree, no end to stupidity!

— Bruce Elerick
Editor’s note: A perfunctory 

Google image search returned pho-
tos of people displaying swastikas, 

KKK regalia and Hitler salutes during 
the events in Charlottesville.

An open letter to AMP 
General Manager

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter sent to the gen-
eral manager of Alameda Municipal 
Power, the Public Utilities Board and 
the City Council.

Dear Mr. Procos:
I received a mailer yesterday 

which included a brochure entitled, 
Participate in Power. It signaled to 
me Alameda Municipal Power (AMP) 
and the Public Utilities Board’s 
efforts to make AMP more accessi-
ble to the community. A community 
which is described in the brochure 
as “owners of the electric utility who 
have a voice in how AMP operates 
now and in the future.” This little 
mailer suggests a place at the table 
is open for the community to engage 
in productive discussions about 
our greatest fears regarding climate 
change locally, regionally and across 
the planet.

Wednesday, Aug. 2, was Earth 
Overshoot Day. Unlike Earth Day, 
this is no occasion to celebrate. As 
of Aug. 2, humans have officially 
used more natural resources than 
the Earth can replenish in one year. 
The remainder of the year corre-
sponds to global overshoot. 

In addition, history books will 
look back on September 2016 as a 
major milestone for the world’s cli-
mate. At a time when atmospheric 
carbon dioxide is usually at its mini-
mum, the monthly value failed to 
drop below 400 parts per million 
(ppm). That all but ensures that 2016 
will be the year that carbon dioxide 
officially passed the symbolic 400 
ppm mark, never to return below it in 
our lifetimes, according to scientists.

These two facts alone, along with 
the gutting of environmental pro-
tections by our current president, 
require thinking outside the box and 
acting boldly in ways not yet even 
imagined. We have Alamedans with 
extraordinary skill, training and tal-
ent capable of collaborating with 
our energy company to offer valu-
able input on a vision for AMP — 
short, medium and long term.

I would like very much to meet 
with you and the PUB commission-
ers regarding the goals and direc-
tions of AMP and explore ideas 
about the framework for what is 
described as “local control” of the 
utility. Let me know who I should 
contact to set a date.

Thank you again for reaching 
out to the community.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Far from grassroots
Editor: 

The Alameda Renters Coalition 
would like to urgently update the 
community. Many tenants at 470 
Central Ave. have been hit with either 
60-day eviction notices or three-day 
eviction notices: the former through 
no cause and the latter despite hav-
ing paid their rents on time.   

Three tenants got a 60-day notice. 
They live in the same three units 
that the landlord has been targeting 
for the past year. This includes the 
tenant who has been taking the most 
action in keeping the renters in their 
homes. These three and at least 
four others got three-day-pay-or-quit 
notices for non-payment. Although 
they’ve all paid on time and have 
documentation to show their rent 
checks were delivered.

The three 60-day notices are no-
cause evictions, made possible by 
“Alamedans in Charge for a Fair and 
Affordable City.” This group raised 
more than $100,000 to pay signature 
gatherers on a referendum to end 
the ban on no-cause evictions. 

On June 6, Alameda City Council 
passed Ordinance 3180 that, among 
many other things, banned no-
cause evictions. The referendum to 
suspend it, pending an election, was 
promoted and ultimately ratified, 
through the efforts of Whitehurst 
Mosher Campaign Strategy & 
Media of San Francisco, Sutton Law 
Firm of San Francisco and GOCO 
Consulting of Sacramento. 

GOCO Consulting boasts, “we 
have never failed to qualify a mea-
sure for the ballot.”

This was as far from a grass-
roots Alameda operation as one can 
get. And here we have the result.

— Eric Strimling
Alameda Renters Coalition

Jill Keimach
In June, I updated the commu-

nity on the City Council’s annual 
budget adoption process for fis-
cal years 2017-18 and 2018-19, 
and the important role the com-
munity played in informing the 
budget that was adopted.  

I received some excellent fol-
low-up questions about how the 
feedback from 1,200 Alamedans 
influenced the final budget. I am 
pleased to report that of the six 
highest community-supported 
choices, all but one was added 
into the final budget.  

First, the City Council set 
aside significant funding to pay 
down the city’s growing unfund-
ed legal obligations, a significant 

investment in the city’s long-term 
financial stability. 

Second, upgrading aging 
equipment such as an outdat-
ed fire engine and ambulance 
— both of which help our first 
responders continue to save lives 
— was also included.  

The city also added funds 
for transitional housing between 
homelessness and support ser-
vices, and increased library 
hours and technology.  

The budget now includes 
funding for opening each branch 
library an extra day a week 
and a technology upgrade for 
the computer lab and other 
needs. Finally, the City Council 
expanded funding to maintain the 
Alameda Animal Shelter in this 
two-year budget.  

The only item in the top-six 
community priorities that is yet 
to be funded is the restoration of 
the Carnegie Library. Repairing 
this historic gem to meet today’s 
seismic safety and public facility 
standards is a significant under-
taking. City staff is considering 
fiscally prudent options for how 
best to approach this project, 
and will keep the community 
informed. 

This year, we had triple the 
number of responses to the com-

City Manager Offers Update on 
Budget, Thanks Public for Input

munity Budget Challenge com-
pared to the last one we conduct-
ed. We found that once a respon-
dent initiated the feedback sur-
vey, the vast majority completed 
the entire Budget Challenge.

Thank you again for your 
excellent feedback and follow 
up questions — I look forward 
to continuing to keep the pub-
lic updated on these issues!

Jill Keimach is Alameda’s City 
Manager.

Commentary

Do Not Let These 
Bigots Get Away

Alana Guy Dill
Recently the Temple Israel 

school on Bay Farm Island had its 
windows smashed. While vandal-
ism “happens,” the target points 
to the small anti-Semitic faction in 
our normally peaceful city. 

Every time bigots get away 
with bad behavior, our society 
loses as a whole. The targets 
have to deal with fear and stress. 
The authorities have to deal with 
conflicting opinions and some-
times angry backlash. Trust and 
faith can become eroded in a 
community that should be close 
and mutually supportive. And 
we start to question ourselves, 
our courage and commitment to 
a just society. 

For all the times we’ve all sat 
in our history classes, or watched 
movies about racism, antisemitism 
or fascism and thought “never 
again,” we are chagrined to have 
our courage tested in a real-world 
scenario. Don’t tell yourself, “This 
is 2017, this can’t be happening.”  
It’s 2017. It’s never stopped hap-
pening. Some of us never noticed, 
or never thought it was that big a 
deal. Let us eat cake. 

Sheet cake jokes aside, we 
all have to step out of our com-
fort zone to support not only 
the friends and neighbors we do 
know, but “those people over 
there” who have been threatened 
or oppressed over generations, 
who don’t look, dress or wor-
ship exactly the same but are still 
human beings. When civil rights 

are eroded, sooner or later some-
one’s gonna come and take your 
sheet cake away.  

I love Alameda, and in gen-
eral I think our schools are great. 
But last year, students at Alameda 
High School experienced racist, 
homophobic, or religion-based 
taunting and harassment. There 
was also bigoted graffiti at some of 
our elementary schools. I’m sure 
some of this is done by impulsive 
teens who don’t even believe the 
crap they dish out; they are simply 
testing boundaries. 

But they need to be told, loud 
and clear, that there are bound-
aries that must not be crossed 
without consequence. Racist lan-
guage, threatening texts and white 
supremacist symbols need to be 
addressed both with education 
and just punishment. 

School board officials failed to 
act when an Alameda High School 
student, who is Jewish, was 
harassed by five other students 
for her faith. If two of the five kids 
who texted her with ugly words 
and said her “family should have 
died in the ovens” were not even 
made to apologize, what kind of 

message does that send? And now 
this student is expected to attend 
classes with these brats? 

I’m horrified and a little sur-
prised there’s no lawsuit in the 
works as yet. And I can’t imagine 
how worried Jewish and Muslim 
families must feel after being the 
targets of ugly words and vandal-
ism. Everyone in Alameda should 
be able to have confidence in 
their safety at home, at work, 
on the street, in worship and at 
school. 

This sweet little community 
recently became a sanctuary city. 
It’s a positive move, considering 
Alameda’s reputation for racism; 
for being less-than-welcoming to 
people of color and minority reli-
gions. Whether or not a person is 
happy with the nation’s political 
situation, we have a lot to do on 
our own home front. 

It starts with teaching our own 
children that discrimination and 
harassment are unacceptable in 
a civil society. And it extends into 
the schools and sometimes even 
the workplace, where students 
and employees who behave mali-
ciously are either taught a lesson 
or shown the door. 

Alana Guy Dill lives in Alameda.

If two of the five kids who texted her 
with ugly words and said her “family 
should have died in the ovens” were 
not even made to apologize, what 
kind of message does that send? 

Commentary

Temple extends thanks
Editor:

During last Friday evening’s vigil 
prior to Shabbat services, our Temple 
Israel family was met with overwhelm-
ing community support and solidarity 
against hate after our beloved temple 
was vandalized. Seeing the 300-plus 
people come out to support us filled 
my heart with gratitude and hope. 
Hence, our congregation extends a 
heartfelt thank you to: 

n Dr. Rev. Laura Rose and John 
Knox White for helping us orga-
nize and reach out to the greater 
Alameda community.
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