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Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001

Eric J. Kos & Dennis Evanosky
Publishers

Ekene Ikeme, Associate Editor

Colin Close, Graphic Designer

Maria Sarria, Accounting Manager

Jillian Strahler, Administrative Manager

Cindy Pelletier, Account Representative

Veronica Hall, Quality Assurance

Sam Martinez-Tran, Editorial Intern

Contributors
Richard Bangert, Morton Chalfy, Irene Dieter, 
Mike Lano, Frances Martinez, Gil Michaels, 
Maurice Ramirez, Mike Rosati, Robin Seeley  

& Jeffrey R. Smith

The Alameda Sun is a member of:

3215-J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
Editorial/Circulation n 510-263-1470
Display Advertising n 510-263-1824

Classified & Legal Advertising n 510-263-1471
Finance/Production n 510-263-1472

Fax n 510-263-1473
www.alamedasun.com

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

23,500 copies delivered 
FREE Every Thursday

6      Aug. 16, 2018                          www.alamedasun.com Alameda Sun

Joe Heller

More light, less heat
Editor:

While anti-Asian sentiments 
have existed since the founding 
days of this island city, the rhetoric 
used during the last presidential 
election campaign has emboldened 
those holding these views and 
has escalated into verbal attacks 
singling out our elected officials 
of Asian ancestry with greater 
viciousness.

The Asian Pacific American 
Democratic Caucus of Alameda 
County is deeply concerned about 
the most recent verbal attacks on 
current and former elected officials 
of Asian descent in person, in let-
ters to the editor and on social 
media like Nextdoor. 

The caucus believes that all 
those who are elected to office 
should be aware of and sensitive 
to the diverse Asian ethnic groups 
who now comprise more than 32 
percent of the county’s and this 
city’s population.

Those who disagree with posi-
tions that Assm. Rob Bonta and 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella may have 
taken are within their rights to 
voice their opposition. But we must 
condemn the actions of those who 
make outright false claims and lan-
guage that dehumanizes the person 
being attacked.  

While we may not always agree 
with every decision a politician 
makes, we need to maintain our 
respect for the human being behind 
that decision. It is time to bring 
more light and less heat into our 
public discourse and resist the 
temptation to use stereotypes and 
racist assumptions to inform our 
decisions.

—Serena Chen, President
Asian American Pacific 

Democratic Caucus  
of Alameda County

Sun’s last issue  
was ‘on fire’
Editor:

Call me a fool for civility and 
sunshine but Dennis Evanosky’s 
story (“Newspaper 101,” Aug. 9) 
reasserting the ground rules for 
civility along with the California 
News Publishers Association 
(CNPA) editorial on transparency 
in government (“A Message from 
the CNPA,” Aug. 9) signaled a re-
commitment to ethical standards in 
journalism nearly lost over the past 
10 years or so. 

The Alameda Sun has joined  
the Silicon Valley social media 
giants who, in their blocking of an 
incendiary extremist radio shock-
jock, have recognized that the 
First Amendment does not protect 

defamatory speech nor incitements 
to violence. The media — most 
critically print journalism — has a 
role to play in pulling this nation — 
and our city — back from the brink 
of unraveling. The Sun had stepped 
into the stream of history and 
joined other “journalistic-media” 
institutions reclaiming a unique 
strength, mission and integrity as 
the fourth wing of democratic gov-
ernment. 

I cannot thank the Sun enough 
for the courage it takes. I believe 
the Sun is on its way to greater 
readership and respect. Again, we 
may disagree on the issues, but we 
agree to a safe space for conversa-
tion. 

The Sun is like our community 
campfire around which sits the 
whole of our irascible Alameda 
tribe. Civility says we can all speak 
to our concerns, but not at the 
expense of another. 

Thank you.
— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

School consolidation 
must be considered

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Alameda Community:
I have lived in Alameda for 25 

years, and am a 19-year veteran 
teacher who has served at Lincoln 
Middle and Encinal High schools. 
My son is a student at Encinal. 

I am proud to tell you that the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) honored me as the 2017-
18 Teacher of the Year, and that 
Alameda County followed suit. 
The United Nations also tapped 
me as its 2017-18 Global Citizen 
of the Year. 

I am respectfully respond-
ing to three letters recently pub-
lished in the Alameda Sun regard-
ing the potential consolidation of 
Alameda and Encinal high schools.  
(“Merging high schools a bad idea,” 
July 26; “Merging schools adds to 
congestion,” Aug. 2; “Don’t let the 
kids lose out,” Aug. 2).

While I respect their opinions, 
I urge the letter writers and the 
entire community to avoid jump-
ing to conclusions until they have 
all the facts. In the coming months, 
AUSD personnel and teachers will 
be conducting public forums so 
that we can provide factual infor-
mation in order to make educat-
ed decisions for all the students 
AUSD serves. 

There are many positive rea-
sons to consider consolidation 
that are too lengthy to outline in a 
simple letter to the editor. I highly 
encourage everyone to be a part of 
the public discourse. I look forward 

to working with the entire com-
munity collaboratively to address 
the needs of our kids. These could 
begin with the merger of the two 
high schools. Be a part of the  
conversation.

— Kevin Gorham

‘Reading Challenge’ a 
success at library
Editor: 

The Alameda Free Library’s 2018 
Summer Reading Challenge was 
quite a success. More than 3,100 
registered participants joined us 
for a summer full of crafts, films, 
animal shows, story times, lectures, 
games, a portable planetarium and 
lots and lots of smiles. 

We couldn’t have had this level 
of success without the help of our 
amazing sponsors. Many thanks to 
the members of the Friends of the 
Alameda Free Library for their gen-
erous support.  

Thanks also to Tucker’s Super-
Creamed Ice Cream and Subpar 
Miniature Golf, two local businesses 
that continued to support our read-
ers despite it being a period of tran-
sition for both. Offering free goods 
and services to this many readers 
is a huge financial commitment and 
we appreciate them immensely.

We’d also like to thank the 
San Francisco Bay Ferry; Books, 
Inc. and the Oakland Athletics. By 
providing prizes for our Summer 
Reading Programs, these business-
es and organizations provided the 
incentive many people need to keep 
reading, learning and growing all 
summer long.

— Eva Volin, Children’s 
Services Librarian; Hallie Fields, 
Teen Services Librarian; Cosette 
Ratliff, Adult Services Librarian

Thanks for  
taking a stand
Editor: 

I just read Dennis Evanosky’s 
story (“Newspaper 101,” Aug. 9). 
Thank you very much for standing 
up to people who submit opinion 
letters as “facts” or write “personal 
attack” letters, especially against 
people of color and the homeless. 

I also appreciate your specific 
support of Doug Biggs and Malia 
Vella who have been wrongly and 
often viciously maligned.

Thanks for all that you do for the 
Alameda community, too!

— Diane Cunningham Rizzo

Call 811 before digging
Editor:

Last Saturday was National Safe 
Digging Day. During the month of 
August Pacific Gas & Electric Co.  
(PG&E) hopes to raise awareness 
about the importance of calling 811 
before any digging project — large 
or small. When called, this free 
nationwide service dispatches all 
companies with underground lines 
to mark the location of their facili-
ties and ensure safe digging, includ-
ing electric, gas, water and telecom-
munications services. 

Third-party dig-ins and strikes 
on underground lines happen nearly 
every day. So far this year, there 
have been more than 200 dig-ins on 
PG&E’s underground lines in the East 
Bay alone. Many could have been 
avoided by calling 811 or placing an 
online request to 811express.com. 

No project is too small. Whether 
you are planting a tree, installing a 
fence or building a new structure — 
calling 811 can avoid fines, repair 
costs and even injury. Help save 
lives and keep communities safe 
with a call to 811 two business days 
before any digging project.

— Vitaly Tyurin,  
Senior Manager

PG&E East Bay Division

Thanks for  
CPNA editorial
Editor:

I want to commend you on 
publishing the editorial from 
the California News Publishers 
Association (“A message from the 
CPNA,” Aug. 6). I only wish you had 
put it on the front page!

I am going to repeatedly 
encourage our elected officials to 
seize this opportunity to put their 
heartfelt efforts behind passing 
SB 1421 that would require orga-
nizations like police departments 
make records public. 

Thanks and we love our 
Thursday morning read!

— Iris Watson

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor: 

The women and children at the 
Midway Shelter for abused women 
and their children would like to 
thank those who generously donat-
ed to the shelter during the month 
of July. A number of the listed 
donors contributed several times 
last month. Three donors chose to 
remain anonymous. 

The shelter would like to thank 
Christine Buck and the Dona 
Nesbitt Fuller Charitable Fund. The 
Pipkin-McGrath Family gave gen-
erously, as did Gaby Dolphin & 
Alan Pryor, Jay Dawson, Tomorr 
Haxhimala and Ginny Krutilek.

Sally O. Rix donated last month, 
as did Srinivasan Suresh, Mary 
Buck, Lois Pryor and JOJO Holdings, 
America’s Best Local Charities and 
John & Andrea Medulan.

If you would like to see your 
name among the generous August 
donors, mail a check to Alameda 
Homeless Network, P.O. Box 951, 
Alameda, CA 94501. To learn more, 
call 357-0205, Ext. 206 or visit 
midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

The Sun responds  
to an avid reader
Editor:

I am an Alameda resident and 
frequently read the Alameda Sun. 
I enjoy taking the paper with me 
to my local gym where I read the 
columns and opinions about our 
fair city in between exercise sets. 
I also enjoy doing the crosswords 
or Sudoku while I am on a cardio 
machine. My friends like to call 
it “Sudo-cardio”(pseudo-cardio), 

because they think I am not fully 
engaged in the exercise. The Sun 
has been one of the highlights of 
my week for years, please keep up 
the good work.

My question is about how the 
Sun decides which articles and col-
umns to publish. I have noticed 
that on occasion I will see columns 
from various writers one week 
but not the next. Is there a spe-
cific selection or decision process 
involved in choosing which articles 
to publish? Does the staff at the Sun 
vote on which written pieces they 
would prefer to publish?  

On June 14 and 21 the Alameda 
Sun carried an article, “From the 
Trenches” by Jeffrey R. Smith, 
which I found very intriguing. There 
aren’t many public educators that I 
know who can teach a subject like 
mathematics and write in the local 
paper. I relish articles like these 
because they share a perspective 
on subjects that a layperson isn’t 
necessarily aware of.

Are writers like Smith just occa-
sional columnists? I have read arti-
cles by him before but I have noticed 
that he is irregular in the Sun.

— Jordan Ma
Editor’s note: Thanks for writ-

ing and being such an avid reader. 
I loved hearing how your friends 
came up with a term to describe your 
unique form of Alameda Sun fitness.

I am aware the community is 
increasingly curious about how we 
make these decisions. You are not 
the only one asking us to be clear 
about our letters policy, etc. 

As far as the columnists go, they 
write whenever they feel like it. We 
don’t pay them. If we have room, we 
print them. Jeff Smith tends to write 
far longer than we have space for, so 

Jeffrey R. Smith
In his recent column (“Is Bigger 

Better?,” July 26). Ashley Jones right-
ly claims, “Any Realtor … will tell 
you that the Alameda Unified School 
District’s (AUSD) reputation helps 
to sell property.” Let us be honest; 
what is implicit to this statement 
is that AUSD’s reputation increases 
property values. As a politically cor-
rect city we join the chant for “afford-
able housing” but as individuals, we 
demand top-of-the market prices 
when it comes time to sell off our 
own chunk of Brigadoon.

We fantasize about selling, then 
relocating to buy something the size 
of the Cartwright’s Ponderosa Ranch 
with the windfall profits derived from 
our cozy Craftsman. In fact, we would 
like to see our property sold to the 
highest bidder — foreign or domestic 
— in what amounts to a combative 
real estate auction. Let someone else 
provide the “affordable housing” just 
give us a big cash-out.

Presently, the median list 
price per square foot in Alameda 
is $569, which is higher than the 
San Francisco average of $496; the 
median list price of a house in 
Alameda is $996,000, which for any-
one unfamiliar with the decimal 
system, is $4,000 short of a million.

Given the steady escalation of 
housing prices, by the time you’re 
reading this, the median price will 
have zipped beyond $1 million. 
Yet despite the hue and cry for 
affordable housing, we still seem to 
implicitly root for higher property 
values in Alameda.

Could someone please describe 
the young couple, with two or three 
school-age children and one or two 
college loans that could afford to 
buy a home and settle in Alameda? 

Even with 20 percent down, 
their monthly costs for housing will 
be in excess of $4,000. Would these 

buyers be lottery winners, profes-
sional athletes, corrupt public offi-
cials, firefighters or people choking 
on silver spoons or silver gravy 
ladles? The irony is that you can 
either afford a family or you can 
afford to live indoors in Alameda 
but generally not both.

Ironically, quality public edu-
cation leads to higher property 
values, which leads to fewer fami-
lies affording Alameda, and ulti-
mately, in the absence of new 
housing, fewer school-age chil-
dren. Presently the raging debate 
is whether to close Encinal High 
School and “educate” all adoles-
cents at the venerable Alameda 
High School. The concern is that 
this might detract from AUSD’s rep-
utation for quality education (sic) 
and hurt the real estate market i.e. 
reduce housing prices. 

As Jones points out: after emp-
tying Encinal High, that property 
can be sold and “Then AUSD would 
have a ton of money.” He adds, “It 
might be a good idea to sell Lum 
and Paden elementary schools as 
well.” I would put one additional 
parcel on the auction block: Sell 
the district headquarters at 2060 
Challenger Drive. Given a linear 
relationship, the four sales should 
rake in four tons of money.

Assuming AUSD liquidated just 
three schools, and got three tons 
of money, would that mean that the 
district would immediately drop 
oft-recited words and phrases like 
“cut-backs, chopping block, auster-
ity, curtail expenses, reductions, 
higher student-to-teacher ratio” 
from its vocabulary? Would we no 
longer claw back teacher supply 
money and close libraries? Would 
the district no longer speak of cut-
ting sports, parcel taxes, slashing 
the music program, no cost-of-liv-
ing increases, etc. 

Whoever covertly ushers primo 
AUSD property into the rapacious 
hands of salivating developers will 
get more perks than Parks and 
Recreation can come up with, and 
receive more incentives than the 
commoners of Alameda could ever 
dream of providing.

A few years ago, AUSD — with 
board approval — swapped a prime 
piece of waterfront property near 
Encinal Yacht Club for the parking 
lot between the long-closed Naval 
Air Station’s bachelor officers’ 
quarters and officers’ club.

Some poohbahs were clearly 
“incentivized.” Do the denizens of 
Alameda ever get a decent break? 
Admittedly, that parking lot consisted 
of several acres paved with 18 inches 
of military-grade concrete; it remains 
an AUSD resource at the ready. 

What are the odds that “educa-
tional opportunity” or the interests 
of families and students will suc-
cessfully compete with the demoli-
tion plans? But, before demolition 
can happen, the educrats at AUSD 
— with the impeccable sartorial 
standards — have to provide the 
appearance of listening, if not har-
kening, to community input.

While it is one thing to listen 
to sentimental public palaver, it is 
another thing to respond to it.

Just because we might correctly 
augur the inevitable future, does not 
mean that we can’t act surprised 
when Encinal, Paden and Lum go 
mano-a-mano with the wrecking ball. 
As Jones’ daughter may have correct-
ly opined, “Nobody cares.” Or per-
haps, “Nobody cares what we care.”

Jeffrey R Smith is retired US 
Navy aviator and present-day side-
walk politician who teaches math at 
Encinal High School. 

quite often he submits columns that 
don’t end up on the page (see above). 

Our policy up to this point has 
always been to attempt to print as many 
letters as possible on a first-come, first-
served basis and they are subject to 
editing (which could mean not printing 
them at all) based on legal, ethical and 
length concerns (see below). 

Some people have publicly decried 
the fact that we try to print every letter 
we receive seeing this as some kind of 
indictment saying, “They’ll print any-
thing.” Which isn’t the case. 

We are preparing some pieces 
explaining how our editorial policy 
(and the newspaper as a whole) 
works like “Newspaper 101,” Aug. 9., 
to help explain. Good to hear from 
you. Write me any time.

— Eric J. Kos

At What Cost Comes Education?
Tongue in Cheek


