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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Finding common 
ground in Alameda
Editor:

We Americans are divided 
today. We hold opposing politi-
cal views, view different news 
sources, and disagree even on 
what facts are real. Many of us 
have no substantive contact with 
Americans on the other side of 
the divide. We don’t understand 
why our fellow Americans feel 
the ways they do. Politicians and 
talk radio hosts encourage us to 
view other Americans not just as 
Americans with different ideas for 
solutions to our problems, but as 
enemies. We Americans need to 
start talking to one another and to 
find our common ground.

To take a tiny step toward a 
conversation across the divide, 
I propose to host a small meet-
ing where Alamedans on opposing 
sides can listen to each other 
explain their views. This would 
be a meeting for listening more 
than talking, explaining instead of 
persuading. 

Participants will be there to 
find common ground, not to criti-
cize the beliefs of others or to con-
vince others of the errors of their 
ways. Participants will be asked to 
explain who they are, what their 
philosophy is, and what objec-
tions they may have to their own 
side’s positions. Any participant 
who is unable to remain polite and 
respectful will be asked to leave. If 
a first meeting seems useful, there 
may be additional meetings.

If any Alameda Sun readers 
would like to be considered for par-
ticipation in such a meeting, please 
contact me at AlamedaTalks@gmail.
com. I look forward to meeting.

— Jerome Harrison

Adopt-A-Bed update
Editor:

The Midway Shelter for 
abused women and children 
reach out with a hearty “thank 
you” to all the generous people 
who donated to the shelter in 
July. Several donated more than 
once. Three donors chose to 
remain anonymous. 

Midway Shelter would like to 
thank Lou and Jan Toepfer, Beatrix 
Grenwell, Paula Patillo-Dupree, 
Christine Buck and Richard 
Pipkin. The shelter would not 
survive without generous donors 
like Nancy Issel-Mayes and Guy 
Mayes, Beverly Church, James 
and Marilyn Tham and Lee and 
Ginny Parsons.

Lance and Sandra Russum 
donated in memory of Larry 
Groce, Marilyn Taylor, Miyoko 
Jones, Tom Tuttle, Mercy 
Gonsalves, Lizette Weiss, Robert 
Walker, Andrew Williams, Margaret 
Orthman, Lillian Gintz and Janet 
Perry. The Alameda Adelphian 
Club sent a donation to honor 
Ginny Krutilek. Virginia Crinnon 
sent a check in honor of Jackie 
MacMillan’s birthday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Ladies Aid Society donated to 
honor a member of Chapter 15 
“E Clampus Vitus,” this donation 
came via Jojo Holdings. INSTONE 
Marble sent a donation last month 
as did the Bayview Women’s Club. 
Balloon Mania, Future Care Inc. 
and Hewitt, James & Fitch. 

The Appezzato family donated 
to the shelter in July. They were 
joined by Kristen and Todd Jones, 
Louis Rembrandt, Camillia Whyte 
and Kathy Clark. Virginia Krutilek 
sent money to help the shelter 
in July, as did Judy Hom, David 
and Joyce Denyven, Keith Nealy, 
Robert Wonder and Barbara 
Anderson.

Ken Kofman donated in July, as 
did Eric Hartz, Elizabeth Rogers, 
Karen Butler and Audrey Aljoe. 
They were joined by Mary Butler, 
Felice Zensius, Kelly Abbot and 
John and Johanna Schuitema. Jan 
and Dick Evans helped the shelter 
with their July donation. Regina 
Panzarino-Dimig, John and Andrea 
Medulin, Shirley Sutherland and 
Andrew Lambert and Jacqueline 
Spicer all helped the shelter with 
their generosity in July. 

Marian Breitbart sent a check 
to help the shelter last month, as 
did Aviva and Raphael Gonzalez, 
Judith and William Norton, Marion 
E. Yeaw and Garriene Nakano. 
Barbara Wildman, Alana and 
Hubert Luchtman, M. Buc Dolores 
Rodriguez and Louis Prior all 
donated to the shelter last month. 
They were joined by Ronald Nunn, 
Raul and Christina  Orozco, Laurie 
Allen-Requa and Dawn E. Graeff. 

If you would like to see your 
name listed among the gener-
ous August donors to Midway 
Shelter, send a check to Alameda 
Homeless Network, P.O. Box 951, 
Alameda CA 94501. To learn more, 
visit www.midwayshelter.org or 
call 523-2377.

— Ginny Krutilek

Library says ‘thanks’
Editor: 

The Alameda Free Library’s 
2017 Summer Challenge was a 
huge success. With more than 

3,000 kids, teens and adults par-
ticipating in the Read By Design 
program, this year’s number of par-
ticipants exceeded all expectations.

We couldn’t have had this level 
of success without the help of our 
amazing sponsors. Many thanks for 
the generosity of the Friends of the 
Alameda Free Library. We wouldn’t 
have special programming at the 
library at all without their support. 

Thanks also to Tucker’s Super-
Creamed Ice Cream and Subpar 
Miniature Golf, two local businesses 
that, by offering free goods and ser-
vices, made a huge financial com-
mitment to our readers.

We’d also like to thank the San 
Francisco Bay Ferry, the Oakland 
Athletics, Marvel Universe Live! and 
the Alameda Recreation and Parks 
Department. By providing prizes 
for our summer reading programs, 
these businesses and organizations 
offer the incentive many kids need 
to keep reading, learning and grow-
ing all summer long. They help 
remind teens and adults that read-
ing is fun.

— Eva Volin, Children’s 
Services Librarian; Hallie Fields, 
Teen Services Librarian; Cosette 
Ratliff, Adult Services Librarian

Valuing Art & Wine 
Faire volunteers 
Editor:

Last weekend I helped out at 
Park Street Plaza, the headquar-
ters for the Art & Wine Faire. I 
was able to witness a different 
perspective than most people 
about the scope of what is done 
at the street fair and would like 
to tell the community what I wit-
nessed.

The annual Park Street Art & 
Wine Faire completed its 33rd 
year in the Downtown Alameda 
Businesst District last weekend. 
As a business owner who has 
been operating on Park Street 
since before the first Art & Wine 
Faire even started, I have been 
able to see this event grow and 
change. It has been voted “The 
Best Event in Alameda” by the 
community time and time again. 

The event attendees not only 
live or work in Alameda but trav-
eled to downtown just for this 
street faire as they have many 
times in the past. I heard com-
ments on the street and in social 
media about the change in layout 
that critiqued the faire in a nega-
tive way. Too many people, booths 
changed direction, no parking, etc. 

Many don’t understand that 
change happens for a reason and 
safety is always a front runner 
when you get more than 60,000 
people visiting the fair. By author-
ity of the fire marshal, there need-
ed to be a safe way to have emer-
gency vehicles manuever through 
the fair. After meeings with fire, 
police, event staff and Park Street 
merchants, it was determined 
the only way to continue having 
this event and satisfy all parties 
involved was to provide safety for 
everyone. Without this change, 
there could be no fair.

Some people, I am sure, were 
just fine with this change. But 
what I heard all weekend at the 
fair’s headquarters, was recogni-
tion for the true dedication and 
proficiency of the staff and the 
amount of volunteers involved. 

Downtown Alameda receives 
and organizes volunteer help from 
service organizations, associa-
tions, businesses, clubs and com-
munity members looking to get 
involved. I heard more than 220 
truly happy volunteers helped 
out. Every two hours a new shift 
of volunteers arrived to run the 
beverage booths and ticket sales. 

I heard plenty of comments 
about what a good time they had 
how they were already looking 
forward to helping at the fair again 
next year. Not only were they pro-
viding the necessary help but 
were able to get some exposure 
for their organizations or busi-
nesses and the satisfaction of par-
ticipating in a community event. 

They also enjoyed the added 
knowledge that their efforts will 
help the district stay “Clean, 
Green and Safe.” The Downtown 
is yours and ours. Let’s continue 
to improve on what we have cre-
ated that has done so much for 
our beloved Alameda !

— Debbie George
Bonne Vie, Park Street Plaza

To Gail Payne, Transportation 
Coordinator, City of Alameda:

Hi Gail. I hope this email finds 
you well. Following the new park-
ing restrictions at Harbor Bay 
Ferry terminal, ferry riders have 
joined together to sign a peti-
tion demanding the expansion 
of parking options available at 
the terminal. Please see: www.
change.org/p/gail-payne-transpor-
tation-coordinator-city-of-alameda- 
expand-harbor-bay-ferry-parking.

To date, nearly 200 people have 
signed the petition. We are all ex-
tremely disappointed that the city 
would implement parking restric-
tions with such a huge impact on 
so many people without providing 
meaningful, feasible alternatives. 
Instead, you have entirely shifted 
the burden of the Harbor Bay park-
ing failures onto commuters and 
their families. This is unacceptable. 
We expect a lot more from our city.

The Four Fast Ways “solution” 
being offered is not enough; for a 
great many, is no solution at all. For 
a host of reasons, people have ob-
ligations before or after their com-
mute that require cars. Above all, 
the plain size of the ferry ridership 
at Harbor Bay relative to parking 
and transport options is untenable. 
This problem will only continue to 
expand. Please work with the Water 

Emergency Transportation Author-
ity, Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission (BCDC) and any-
one else involved to fix this now.

We ask that the city please note:
• Parents commuting at Harbor 

Bay terminal have children in Har-
bor Bay schools but also East End 
Alameda schools, private daycares 
and other institutions outside Al-
ameda. AC Transit is not a viable 
solution here.

• By reports from various 
commuters since Four Fast Ways 
launched, AC Transit is still unreli-
able to and from the terminal.

• There is nearly an entire mile of 
potential parking along Aldephian 
Way and Harbor Bay Parkway com-
bined. Yet, no changes have been 
made to parking options there. The 
city needs to seriously advocate 
for commuters and reach a reason-
able compromise with BCDC. They 
already allow some parking at the 
far end of Harbor Bay Parkway. 
Why not move that parking closer 
to the terminal and allow additional 
parking along Adelphian? There is 
plenty of space for commuters and 
bay watchers to share.

• There is currently street clean-
ing on Mecartney Road every Tues-
day morning. This greatly impacts 
parking near the terminal. The city 
needs to adjust the street cleaning 

Open Letter to City 
on Ferry Parking

We are all 
extremely dis-
appointed that 
the city would 
implement park-
ing restrictions 
with such a huge 
impact on so 
many people ...

Commentary

schedule on Mecartney Road to 
avoid impacting commuters (per-
haps change cleanings to Satur-
day, Sunday or Friday).

• Parking at the terminal will 
increase dramatically come late 
August (when school starts) just 
as it does every year.

I understand there are no easy 
solutions. But hundreds of people 
take the ferry every day. On be-
half of the folks impacted by the 
new parking restrictions, thank 
you for your anticipated efforts to 
seriously address the challenges 
that commuters face at Harbor 
Bay terminal. Please do not con-
tinue to shift the burdens of inad-
equate parking onto commuters.

— Christine Lok

Signature gathering  
process not transparent
Editor:

I am sure many of you have 
already had the unpleasant experi-
ence of being accosted by folks 
allegedly gathering signatures to 
help support your rights related to 
rent control. Unfortunately these 
folks are often misrepresenting 
themselves and their motives for 
collecting those signatures. 

Perhaps many of you are not 
aware that those gathering the sig-
natures are doing so for money.
They are compensated for each 
signature collected but they do not 
disclose that, of course. They often 
approach and engage as if they 
are fellow concerned citizens and 
they provide colorful descriptions 
of how the item they are asking 
you to sign will benefit you in some 
fashion. Do not be fooled, they 
are trying to make money at your 
expense. 

These signature gatherers are 
not honest about their motives or 
who they are actually working for.
They will distort the truth to get 
those signatures without a second 
thought. These mercenary fellows 
are not members of this commu-
nity. They do not care about the 
issue. 

I question the validity of each 
and every signature gathered under 
such false pretenses, I believe the 
City of Alameda should require sig-
nature gatherers to provide full 
disclosure regarding their primary 
motivations and who they are real-
ly working for. 

How can a signature obtained 
via manipulation and subterfuge 
be counted as a valid expression 
of the will of the voting populace?

— Steven Daniels

Blame Britain instead
Editor:

I strongly support the posi-
tion of Chuck Park in his recent 
letter, (“Let’s take a step back,” 
Aug. 3) calling for caution before 
marching off to confrontation with 
Russia, and specifically to having 
a full investigation of the report of 
Veteran Intelligence Professionals 
for Sanity that no hack of the 
Democratic National Convention 
computers occurred. However, I 
would add a crucial element that 
Park did not mention. 

This entire “Russia-gate” busi-
ness was started by the British. 
They are, in fact, the foreign power 
that has been meddling with our 
election! This came out in the 
Guardian newspaper in April of this 
year, when it reported that it was 
the Government Communication 
Headquarters (GCHQ), the British 
eqivalent of the National Security 
Agency, that was spying on Trump’s 
team and his connections to Russia 
as early as 2015. 

Then Robert Hanigan, the head 
of GCHQ, met with John Brennan 
of the CIA to get him on the case. 
While no crimes have ever been 
presented, after months of innuen-
do, a salacious dossier, penned by 
“former” British intelligence MI-6 
officer Christopher Steele has been 
widely circulated, which no one 
with any credibility will vouch for.

Recall that it was the lies of 
Tony Blair that got us into the 
Iraq War; it was Margaret Thatcher 
who “stiffened the spine” of Bush, 
Sr. to get into the first Gulf War; 
Roosevelt and Churchill had real 
fights over ending “British 18th 
century methods” once World War 
II was over, and so on. 

I have nothing against the 

British people. But the policy of 
imperial wars is something that 
should be dead and buried.

— Hunter Cobb

A bit of confusion
Editor:

Alameda was all over Bay Area 
network news recently with sev-
eral stories discussing the parking 
changes at Harbor Bay Ferry. 

For the next month, violators 
will just receive warnings on their 
vehicles if they park in surrounding 
residences without their car stick-
ered, rather than actual tickets. 
That is very fair. But will the official 
parking stickers be available only 
to 94502 residents? There’s still a 
bit of confusion, but it’s a win for 
Bay Farm homeowners.

— Mike Lano


