
Who is serving whom?
Editor:

I could not believe the front-page 
article in which the Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) is asking for dona-
tions to build a public memorial for 
the department (“Help Fund New 
AFD Memorial,” Aug. 2). The amount 
of money being requested from the 
Alameda community could certainly 
be used in a better way. Could the 
memorial be funded by the firefight-
ers themselves? That would be note-
worthy indeed.

Where is the monument to 
Raymond Zack? Remember the 
man who died at Alameda Beach, 
standing in frigid water for longer 
than an hour, while the people who 
pledge to keep us safe and protect 
us, and get paid well to do the job 
they chose, let him drown? Where 
is the monument to the Alameda 
resident who unselfishly and hero-
ically brought Zack out of the 
water? A lawsuit against the city 
was dismissed by a judge, saying 
the public safety officials had no 
legal duty to save Zack. Wikipedia 
this one, to remind yourself who is 
serving who in Alameda. So tell me 
again why we should build a memo-
rial to AFD?

AFD was just involved in the 
scandal that cost our city more than 
$1 million in payoff to former City 
Manager Jill Keimach who then left 
the city. Certainly that money could 
have been put to use in a better way, 
for Alameda residents. City leaders 
continue to feel emboldened to act 
extremely audacious and sanctimo-
nious in their positions. 

When will the residents of 
Alameda stand up against these 
activities, and demand answers 
and accountability? If any of you 
acted in such a manner, you would 
be fired from your job, not com-
mended or memorialized. Are you 
blind or just afraid? 

This reminds me of the Dixon, 
Ill., city employee fraud case. 
Everyone asks: “How did it hap-
pen?” Now you know.

— Debra Weiss

Tone deaf solicitation
Editor:

It strikes me as tone-deaf for the 
Alameda Fire Department (AFD) to 
be soliciting so much money for 
a firefighters’ memorial right now 
(“Help Fund New AFD Memorial,” 
Aug. 2). People displaced by wild-
fires need help getting back on 
their feet, and $200,000 of public 
donations would be far better spent 
helping them than constructing an 
elaborate and expensive memorial. 
Firefighters deserve our thanks and 
respect, but a more modest memo-
rial would not be out of line. 

In the aftermath of the firefight-
ers’ union involvement in the $1 
million matter involving former 
City Manager Jill Keimach, I would 
rather not hear anything from AFD 
or the union for quite some time, 
much less a request for money.

— Christine Kotowski

Sad turn of events
Editor:

I was sad to hear of the attacks 
against two local leaders (and per-
sonal friends of mine) in the past 
few weeks. The racist and disparag-
ing comments said against Assm. 
Rob Bonta and Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella are absolutely reprehensible. 
Even in an area as diverse as the 
Bay Area, we have farther to go 
in our fight to be a community of 
tolerance and civility. 

As Americans we should expect 
better than to accept this type 
of hateful rhetoric as legitimate 
debate on how to improve the lives 
of others through elected office.

— Phong La

Alameda Sings joins  
Big Sing California
Editor:

On Saturday, July 21, 20 mem-
bers of the Alameda Recreation 
and Park Department’s “Alameda 
Sings” traveled to Berkeley’s 
Zellerbach Hall to join five other 
California cities and participate 
in the “Big Sing California” event. 
Thousands of singers from San 
Diego, Los Angeles, Riverside, 
Fresno, Sacramento and the Bay 
Area sang together via television 
broadcasting. 

Directions emanated from Los 
Angeles, but we could follow the 
various talented directors on a large 
screen together with the lyrics. In 
addition, Big Sing livestreamed the 
event on its website to listeners 
around the world. 

More than 1,000 singers reg-
istered to join the performance 
at Zellerbach Hall, but taken all 
together more than 10,000 joined 
from throughout the state. Songs 
included “Hey Jude” and “This Little 
Light of Mine” as well as recent 
compositions by Eric Whitacre and 
and Morten Lauridsen.

It was a joyful occasion and we 
are hopeful this will be an annual 
event. Nothing makes singers hap-
pier than to sing!

— Gretchen Lipow (soprano)

Welcome to Alameda
Editor:

Welcome to Alameda, Shawn 
Smith! I enjoyed reading your enthu-
siastic, uplifting, positive view of 
our city (“Wonderful Alameda,” 
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Joe Heller

Take on the Climate 
Change Challenge

Ken Pedersen
Climate change may be the 

greatest catastrophe to ever 
threaten humans. Already there 
are record-high temperatures, heat 
waves, severe storms, sea level 
rise, droughts, crop failures and 
the spread of temperature related 
diseases.

It is changing at an increasing 
rate. Estimates are that, at current 
rate, it might take 400 years to elim-
inate the sources of greenhouse 
gases. We do not have 400 years. 
We may not have even 40 years to 
do what is necessary to save our 
grandchildren.

Leaders talk about the prob-
lem. But talking is not the same as 
doing. Leaders brag about treaties. 
Treaties do not actually do any-
thing. Existing projects are scat-
tered, haphazard, small and slow.

California is a recognized lead-
er in countering climate change. 
Its astonishingly ambitious goal 
is to reduce California emissions 
to 40 percent below 1990 levels 
within 14 years. But, from the 
standpoint of global warming, it 
is the wrong goal, pursued in 
the wrong way. Compared to the 

global threat, it is small and can 
have little actual benefit.

The Saudis are now building 
an immense solar project 10 times 
greater than any such project in 
the world. At 200 gigawatts it is 
equal to 25 percent of the U.S. 
electrical capacity and great-
er than all the wind and solar 
power facilities installed in the 
U.S. But the world electrical use 
is 30 times as much as the Saudi 
project and electrical generation 
causes only part of the energy-
related greenhouse emissions.

On the scale of the need, even 
the Saudi project is small; the 
California goal is tiny.

We need to start thinking very 

The Saudis are 
now building an 
immense solar 
project 10 times 
greater than any 
such project in the 
world.

Commentary

Courtesy California New 
Publishers Association
The #MeToo movement has revi-

talized an appreciation for transpar-
ency. Sexual misconduct festered in 
darkness and silence across soci-
ety until people started talking to 
expose injustice. Cultural change was 
delayed until facts were unavoidable. 

The California Legislature has 
responded to these injustices by 
introducing legislation that would 
prevent sexual misconduct victims 
from being silenced in the future. 
California needs to apply that phi-
losophy to records of police mis-
conduct. 

The Sacramento Bee recently 
reported that 172 people died at 
the hands of law enforcement last 
year. But there are not 172 reports 
on who killed whom, why, what evi-
dence was ultimately uncovered, 
whether an officer’s actions were 
deemed proper, whether an officer 
was disciplined for the shooting, or 
whether an officer was responsible 
for multiple uses of force. 

Sadly, California law keeps all 
of this information secret. That’s 

because of an outdated law that 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed in the 
1970s to make all police person-
nel records confidential. It was a 
response to a widespread practice 
of departments destroying records. 
In essence, police have benefit-
ted from an unparalleled level of 
secrecy protections to shield their 
bad behavior from the public.

Even worse, a 2006 case issued 
by the California Supreme Court 
expanded this law to shut down 
the little shred of access to police 
records that the public had. Today, 
agencies loathe to share even 
police reports which used to be 
commonly accessible.  

But after 30 years of secrecy, the 
legislature and Gov. Jerry Brown 
have an opportunity to change 
this. SB 1421 creates disclosure 
requirements that peel back the 
secrecy laws long imposed to justi-
fy keeping the public from knowing 
what happens when police engage 
in unlawful or deadly conduct. 

Changing the law would change 
California’s culture. Families won’t 
be left in the dark, waiting for 
answers and closure when a loved 
one is killed by police. Prosecutors 
will know if police are accused of 
lying, which could harm an offi-
cer’s credibility and ultimately lead 
to a criminal prosecution case. 
Communities will know if their 
departments are keeping trouble 
cops off the streets. News organi-
zations will be able to report on 
critical incidents and police activ-
ity by accessing primary source 
documents.  

Sunlight is the best disin-
fectant. The sexual misconduct 
revolution shows that only when 
those accused of misconduct are 
forced from the shadows, their 
behavior can be changed and 
stopped. The Legislature should 
work to cure the ills of excessive 
and unlawful police activity by 
ensuring they can no longer use 
secrecy laws to shield them from 
the light. Passing SB 1421 is just 
the first step. 
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differently. We must do better than 
scattered and haphazard projects. 
We can’t survive haphazardly. 
We can’t survive small and slow. 
We need planned, purposeful, 
vast and fast. Nowhere are such 
requirements considered. They 
are not even mentioned, much 
less discussed.

The world has the resources.  
Australia alone has renewable 
resources equaling four times the 
world electrical use. That is just 
Australia. I have technical ideas 
of how the global climate problem 
might be solved. They address the 
type, size and speed required. If 
they were used, we might actu-
ally solve the problem in the short 
time available.

But the most important mat-
ter right now is that many people 
have the knowledge, wit and skill to 
conceive and manage effective solu-
tions. The first and greatest need 
now is to find and use those people, 
their ideas and their talent.

There are ways to do this. The 
U.S. Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) had a 
Grand Challenge, which, in a series 
of contests, inspired people from all 
over the world to develop robotic 
vehicles. It was successful in a very 
short time.

I suggest a climate change con-
test asking for ways to actually stop 
global warming and to begin revers-
ing it within 30 years. 

There would be costs. There are 
various ways to raise money. For 
example, publicly owned utilities 
in the U.S. have about 150 million 
customer accounts. 

If these utilities could contribute 
just one U.S. dollar for each of these 
customers, that would be $150 mil-
lion. If they would contribute just 
ten cents per customer, it would be 
$15 million.

Even 10 cents per customer 
should be enough to begin to take 
care of our dire and urgent need.

Ken Pedersen lives in Alameda.

Aug. 2) and I totally agree with you. 
Your family is a welcome asset 

to Alameda. Welcome, friend, to 
wonderful Alameda.

— Carol Jones

On paying for school
Editor:

In response to Steven Gu’s let-
ter (“Merging high schools is a bad 
idea,” July 26) I would suggest that 
the principal job of Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) should be 
to make sure that all Alameda high 
school students have the opportuni-
ty to receive a top-ranked education.  

There is something fundamen-
tally antidemocratic about any pro-
posal for some students to receive a 
top-notch public education oppor-
tunity, based on residential address 
and ability to pay a surcharge. Our 
country has a tarnished, destruc-
tive history of such Jim Crow public 
education policies. We must not 
revert to such wrong-headed poli-
cies that have had lasting, negative 
impacts on our communities.  

The question of merging high 
schools is an entirely different mat-
ter, and requires community review 
and thoughtful input. In the mean-
time, I believe that I am not alone 
in offering a strong voice in support 
for AUSD’s ongoing work to ensure 
that all students, not just some, 
receive a first-class education.  

— Paula Rainey

Developing master plan 
for Alameda schools

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to local 
residents.

Dear Alamedans:
We have lived in Alameda nearly 

all our lives and, as young people, 
attended Alameda’s elementary, 
middle and high schools. We both 
went off to college outside the Bay 
Area and came back to live our lives, 
establish our careers and raise our 
children here in Alameda. We have 
spent many years as integral partic-
ipants in the growth, development 
and progress of our community and 
of our schools.

At this time, we believe we are at 
a huge turning point or crossroads 
for our schools and educational 
opportunities. It is difficult for a 
young family to purchase or rent a 
home and raise their children in our 
community. It is difficult to cross 
the divide for the haves and the 
have-nots here in Alameda. It comes 
down to money. There are not 
enough funds to keep up our small 
neighborhood schools that we all 
value. There are not enough funds 
to maintain our veteran teachers 
and to hire new well-qualified teach-
ers. We cannot compete with the 
salaries from outlying districts. 

What are we to do now? Shall we 
close down Encinal High School and 
consolidate it with Alameda High 
School? Shall we close Wood Middle 
School and have the main middle 
school at the west end of Alameda 
be the former Encinal High? Shall 
we sell off Lum Elementary School 
property to home builders? Shall 
we sell off Thompson Field for new 
homes and have an all sports com-
plex at the former Encinal High 
field? And, should we as an entire 

community, pass an ongoing par-
cel tax that will fund competitive 
teacher salaries?

There is much to discuss, as 
there is simply not a quick fix. 
Reasonable and lively dialogue 
regarding our schools needs to 
happen. Negative and hurtful sug-
gestions such as one that was 
written by a Bay Farm Elementary 
School parent recently regard-
ing boundaries are not helpful 
(“Merging high schools is a bad 
idea,” July 26).  

While we sincerely appreciate 
the formation of the consolidation 
committee that Alameda Unified 
School District has formed to meet 
from September to January of this 
year, we truly believe that there is 

so much more to consider, ponder 
and figure out. We must create a 
plan that will carry our schools to 
mid-century. 

There is no quick fix for the 
district’s complex financial dilem-
mas. A master plan is a must. We 
implore our Superintendent, Sean 
McPhetridge, and his extreme-
ly able staff, and the Board of 
Education to begin the formation 
of this process.

Let’s be thoughtful, forward 
thinking and, as a community, begin 
to develop a timely and long-term 
plan for the children of Alameda, 
for tomorrow and for the next two 
decades.

— Don and Margie Sherratt 
Retired educators


