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Joe Heller

Offended by Slauson’s 
‘birther’ request
Editor:

I feel disgusted that I am com-
pelled to even address the issue 
of Assm. Rob Bonta’s citizenship 
(“Prove U.S. citizenship,” June 28). 
Bonta’s father Warren was born 
in the United States, not in the 
Philippines as Stephen Slauson 
claimed. Slauson has presented a 
lie to the residents of Alameda and 
he ought to publicly correct his 
statement.

Shining a light on and calling 
out hate, bigotry, intolerance and 
xenophobia is what Bonta tried to 
do. It is how we take a stand for 
our values and hopefully it makes 
us stronger. Bonta has been asked 
to prove that he is a citizen of this 
country. Vice Mayor Malia Vella has 
been asked to prove her residen-
cy in Alameda, former President 
Barack Obama was asked to prove 
he is a citizen of this country.

Bonta, Vella and Obama are per-
sons of color. Other Caucasian coun-
cilmembers have not been asked 
to prove anything. It is hard not to 
think “bigotry,” especially given how 
President Donald Trump has fos-
tered hatred, bigotry and misogyny. 

Some letter writers in the July 
12 and 19 editions of the Sun com-
plained that Bonta tried to label 
everyone working to oust the Vice 
Mayor as racist. The person who 
was intimately involved in the 
recall petition, Slauson, is the man 
who seemed to bring “birtherism” 
to Alameda. It does not seem like 
a big leap that Bonta, or any other 
Alamedan, would associate petition 
signers with “birthers.” 

I would like to ask Emily 
Shea, (“Upset over letter to 
Assemblyman,” July 19) why should 
Bonta show citizenship papers? 
Are you going to ask Slauson to 
show his?

— Karen Green

Help keep students fed
Editor:

College students juggling jobs 
and studies often have difficulty get-
ting enough to eat, but few are aware 
that they can get help putting food 
on the table from a state program.

Gov. Jerry Brown has signed 
Assembly Bill 214, which requires the 
California Student Aid Commission 
to provide written notice to all 
college students qualified to par-
ticipate in CalFresh. The program 
provides benefits to more than 4 
million low-income Californians as 
part of the federal government’s 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). Low-income Cal 
Grant recipients and students 

enrolled in certain employment 
training programs or caring for 
depending children can receive up 
to $194 per month in food benefits 
from CalFresh.

College students are our future 
and they can’t do well if they are 
not well fed. Please help spread the 
word about this important oppor-
tunity and tell any college students 
you know that the Alameda Food 
Bank will provide free, nutritious 
food to students in need even if 
they don’t qualify for CalFresh. 
Students earning up to $3,000 a 
month ($5,000 a month for a family 
of three) can qualify for food from 
the Alameda Food Bank valued at 
up to $500 a month.

— Cindy Houts 
Executive Director 

Alameda Food Bank

No fair, balanced Fox 
reporting
Editor:

I’d like to reply to Fern Wallace 
about Fox News (“On attacking 
Fox News,” July 26). I watch all 
three cable news networks. It is not 
true that many hosts on Fox are 
“fair and balanced.” The ones she 
named are very biased. I have seen 
them speak! 

I mean Ticker Carlson is shame-
fully biased. Harris Falukner has 
never once criticized President 
Donald Trump. Jesse Watters is ter-
rible, and Jeannie Pirro is one of the 
worst. The others are conservative 
but not as bad.

— Kathy Kenslow

Hooray for the Sun
Editor:

The Alameda Journal is no lon-
ger “Alameda.” Thank God for the 
Alameda Sun.

— Ed Mirzaian

Former Vice-Mayor 
gives her take
Editor:

I think that Alameda Democratic 
Club Co-President Gaby Dolphin 
is the apparent apologist for Vice 
Mayor Malia Vella. According to 
Dolphin, “She [Vella] did not receive 
campaign donations from our local 
firefighters knowing that she would 
review their contract.” The way I 
understand it, Vella claimed to not 
be aware of the contents of the 
City’s Charter.

I think Vella let her First 
Amendment rights prevail over her 
oath of office. Vella did not vote 
for Jill Keimach’s compensation 
package after, in my opinion, she 
created the need for that compen-
sation package. 

Jill Staten
Has the entire Alameda 

Democratic Party establishment 
lost its collective marbles? 

First we have Assm. Rob 
Bonta’s letter accusing anyone who 
opposes Vice Mayor Malia Vella’s 
attempts to influence former City 
Manager Jill Keimach’s selection 
of Fire Chief Edmond Rodriguez of 
being a racist. (“Birther Movement 
Comes to Alameda,” July 5)

I am not a racist I just think 
what Vella did was wrong. Bonta 
seems to be taking a leaf from 
the Republican Party’s playbook by 
fanning the flames of racism, turn-
ing people against each other in a 
very personal way to divert atten-
tion from the actual issue — and I 
don’t like it one bit. I presume he’s 
a reasonably intelligent person, so 
he can’t actually think that because 
some of Vella’s opponents seem to 
be racist, therefore everyone who 
wanted to sign her recall petition 
is racist. Bonta owes Alamedans 
an apology.

Second, we have Gaby Dolphin, 
co-president of the Alameda 
Democratic Club, accusing every-
one else of making Alameda “dys-
functional” (“Witness the Loss of 
Civility,” July 26). 

n Yes, I agree that civility has 
been lost. And Bonta’s letter was a 
classic example! 

n While I would never call 
anyone a “whore,” it is not sur-
prising that “[Malia] Vella is the 
only Councilmember to be called 

a ‘union whore’” in view of the 
fact that she was by far the larg-
est recipient of union campaign 
money. 

According to an Alameda Sun 
article (“Follow the Money, Nov. 1, 
2016), Vella had received $32,000, 
66 percent of her total contribu-
tions, from unions, with the next-
largest City Council candidate 
receiving $5,000. On top of that, 
Vella’s day job is working for the 
Teamsters Union.

n I had to laugh at Dolphin’s 
point that, “Vella did not receive 
campaign donations from our local 
firefighters (IAFF 689) knowing she 
would review their contract.” Note 
that she didn’t deny the donations; 
she just seems to be implying that 
Vella is blameless because she was 
supposedly unable to figure out 
that the union would be wanting 
something in exchange for its con-
tributions. 

If that were the case, poor, naive 
Vella should have recused herself 

from pertinent votes once she real-
ized that the Council would indeed 
be voting on issues that would 
benefit the union that contributed 
to her campaign. And she definitely 
would not have tried to influence 
the selection of Rodriguez in accor-
dance with the firefighters’ union’s 
preferences.

Maybe Vella did not vote for 
former City Manager Jill Keimach’s 
severance package, but the fact 
remains that Vella’s actions 
in trying to influence the selec-
tion of the Fire Chief along with 
Councilmember Jim Oddie’s behav-
ior, cost Alameda taxpayers more 
than a million bucks. Even if Vella 
was not found technically in vio-
lation of the law, in my opinion, 
the investigation showed that she 
behaved inappropriately and in 
violation of the spirit of the law. 
I believe that Oddie was at fault 
to an even greater degree, but his 
term is expiring so there was no 
point in trying to recall him.

There may be a few who really 
do seem to be racially motivated 
regarding Vella, but most of us 
don’t give a rat’s behind where 
she was born or the color of her 
skin. Indeed, Alamedans elected her 
in the first place. I am not alone 
in thinking City Councilmembers 
should start making decisions in 
the best interest of the residents 
they are elected to represent, rather 
than doing the bidding of their large 
campaign donors.

Jill Staten lives in Alameda. 

The way I heard it, Councilman 
Jim Oddie told Police Chief Paul 
Rolleri that that he (Oddie) had the 
votes to fire former City Manager Jill 
Keimach. The way I see it, the inves-
tigation cleared only Mayor Trish 
Spencer and Councilmember Frank 
Matarrese. I’d like to know who went 
with Oddie to meet with Keimach. 
I also wonder why Vella and Oddie 
won’t give permission to release the 
tapes. Won’t the tapes clear them?

I think that the firefighters’ undue 
influence got Vella into this mess, 
costing taxpayers $1 million so far. 
And I feel that it is only fair that the 
firefighters’ contributions to their 
candidates’ campaign committees 
should cover Vella and Oddie’s legal 
fees instead of the taxpayers. 

Vella and Oddie just voted to 
place a measure on the November 
ballot to increase the sales tax. 
I think that a sales tax is a cruel 
regressive tax that harms the poor 
disproportionately. I wonder about 
the coincidence that this tax will 
earn $1 million a year. 

— Barbara Thomas,  
former Councilmember,  

Vice-Mayor and attorney

Merging schools adds to 
congestion
Editor:

Merging the high schools will 
have a great impact on the cross-
town commute traffic. We are a 
bike-walk family. I commuted to the 
Naval Air Station for two decades 
by bike. Our six children walked 
or biked to neighborhood schools. 
There were accidents. None were 
our fault and none caused serious 
injuries, but easily could have. 

Car doors suddenly opening 
and knocking my bike over into the 
street, a car turning across a bike 
lane and hitting my daughter, a man, 
possibly deliberately, hitting my 
son from behind and sending him 
down the bank into Veterans Park 
by the Bay Farm Bridge are the most 
memorable. The bike, which was 
expensive and he had worked for 
and paid for himself, was destroyed. 
He, thank goodness, was only badly 
bruised. The driver never stopped. 
Nor did any other driver.

Then, there are the student bicy-
clists who fly from sidewalks across 
intersections without pausing or 
looking. Drive across town from 
Alameda High to Encinal High, NEA 
or other West End schools and you 
will see what I mean. 

Merging the high schools and 
forcing 1,200 students to commute 
further than they do now is only 
adding congestion and danger to an 
already difficult situation.

— David D. Thompson

Two better than one
Editor:

With two high schools each stu-
dent has double the opportunity to 
take  part in an athletic event on the 
playing field or court; be elected to 
student government; have a role 
behind the scenes or on-stage in 
a play; write for the newspaper or 
yearbook and the many other out-
of-classroom activities that add so 
much to a student’s education and 
confidence. Two high schools are 
better than one.  

— Virginia Thompson

Don’t let the kids lose out
Editor:

There are several good reasons 
not to merge Alameda and Encinal 
high schools, but let me mention 
just one: a merger will effectively 
halve the number of students who 
can participate in sports, especially 
at the varsity level. As a parent of 
children who benefited greatly from 
school sports, I would hate to see so 
many deserving Alameda children 
deprived of these experiences.

Furthermore, Encinal has a near-
ly new pool and excellent baseball 
and football fields that would basi-
cally go to waste. Alameda High has 
to use the baseball field at Lincoln 
Park and Thompson Field for foot-
ball, as it has no on-site fields.

I understand that money is 
always an issue, but let’s not be 
penny wise and pound foolish, sav-
ing a few dollars while losing so 
much in the bargain.

— Russell Vernon

Protecting Crab Cove
Editor:

In regard to the upcoming proj-
ect at Crab Cove, there’s been 
vagueness about the facility’s cli-

Represent Residents, 
Not Political Donors
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Vice Mayor Vella’s 
actions along with 
Councilmember 
Jim Oddie’s behav-
ior cost Alameda 
taxpayers more 
than $1,000,000.

ents and services; The word home-
less has often been buried incon-
spicuously within its descriptions. 
The commentary from Alameda 
Democratic Club’s Gaby Dolphin is 
no exception (“Witness the Loss of 
Civility,” July 26).

Pivoting, frequent use of the 
words truth and lies, and mischar-
acterizations in social and print 
media seem to be stock-in-trade 
for the facility’s supporters. “Pro-
Cove” people are being driven to 
wit’s end by this. “Pro-Cove” back-
ers remained shut-out to viability: 
Facility supporters called it a “done 
deal.” Petition was the only avenue 
remaining available. The petition 
was vetted by the City Attorney.

Read crownharbor.org/center.
html. Go deeply into it, as the writer 
of last week’s letter might not want 
you to. Do more than scratch the 
surface.

Democracy isn’t “Chutes and 
Ladders.” Directing petition sign-
ers reverse themselves is an insult 
to one’s intelligence. There’s been 
harassment of on-the-job petitioners 
but directing reversal instructions at 
signers goes beyond the pale.

Petitioners aren’t making “end 
runs” like the petition’s objectors. 
Advocating this thoughtlessly sited 
facility seems to be more than just  
misguided.

— Robert Frank

Wonderful Alameda
Editor: 

I’ve lived in Alameda for a rela-
tively short time. My wife and I 
moved here five years ago, and we 
now live here with our 11-month-
old son. As a new Alamedan who 
plans to stay, I’d like to respect-
fully disagree with Jo Williams in 
her assessment of the Alameda of 

today. (“Island life deteriorating in 
quite a few areas,” July 19). 

I do not wish to discredit her 
opinion. Her views are shaped by 
her experience. How she feels is nei-
ther right, nor wrong. However, the 
Alameda where I live is a much dif-
ferent place than the one Williams 
describes. 

It’s a vibrant, beautiful, diverse 
City on the Bay full of love, charm, 
character and beauty. The Alameda 
where I live celebrates diversity, 
and is full of caring neighbors and 
strangers who say hello when 
crossing your path. 

My interactions with fellow 
Alamedans are overwhelmingly 
positive. I spend a lot of time out-
doors in my neighborhood walk-
ing around, eating out, visiting the 
nearest corner store or going to the 
park. Wherever I go, I’m surrounded 
by people who are smiling, kind 
and talkative. In my profession, I 
work alongside police officers who 
are responsive, and genuinely care 
for the well-being of the people of 
Alameda.

Williams’ letter references a 
number of places that used to exist 
in Alameda, and “places for teens 
to go, be safe and enjoy.” Many 
of these places, or types of these 
places still exist. There are some 
new ones too. 

Sure, Alameda isn’t perfect. 
There are facets of Alameda that 
I could do without. There are still 
unfriendly people here; we are not 
immune to crime and people who 
insist on double parking. I’m sure 
that Alameda has changed, and I’m 
also sure it will continue to do so. 

But, the Alameda where I live is 
a great place to live and raise a fam-
ily. This is why people want to live 
here. Things change, and change 
can be tough. I feel passionately 

that the wonderful Alameda is still 
here. The eyes of this beholder see 
this Alameda every day. I have fam-
ily, friends and colleagues who love 
the Alameda of today as well.

I hope that everyone here will 
help to keep Alameda wonderful. I 
invite everyone who feels similarly, 
to help revive the parts of Alameda 
that were loved and are no longer 
here. We can all do our part to help 
our community, in ways that are big 
or small. 

I hope that readers will do their 
part, and I will pledge to do mine. 
We can start small together by help-
ing a stranger, picking up trash on 
our streets rather than stepping 
over it and positively engaging with 
our vibrant, beautiful and wonder-
ful Alameda.

— Shawn Smith


