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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Don’t eliminate  
parking on Crist

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor, Council Members, 
City Manager and Public Works 
Personnel:

We received the city’s notice 
of the proposed changes to 
parking on Crist Street and are 
strongly opposed to the plan 
only allowing parking on one side 
of the street. 

We live less than half a block 
from Crist on Regent Street. 
Parking on these streets is 
already impacted and, as home-
owners, we often have a difficult 
time finding parking within prox-
imity of our own house. Scores 
of medical workers, Park Street 
shop owners and employees, and 
apartment dwellers from Central 
Avenue park their cars on these 
blocks (often leaving the cars 
parked for a week at a time in 
the case of apartment renters), 
making it, at times, impossible to 
park on our own street. 

Although Crist Street is nar-
row, it is a lovely street with 
many families and friends we 
know well. There has never been 
a problem with access to the 
street. We have seen garbage 
trucks, police cars, fire engines 
and ambulances regularly access 
the street over the years. We 
have never heard of a problem 
with larger vehicles driving down 
the street. The narrowness of the 
street not only makes Crist so 
quaint, it actually makes it safer 
as cars generally do not speed 
down Crist as they do neighbor-
ing streets. 

Eliminating any parking plac-
es from Crist would cause dozens 
of neighborhood homeowners to 
be inconvenienced on a daily 
basis. Further, it would make the 
street less safe for the families 
who live on it. It’s a bad idea that 
would leave residents frustrated 
at city officials, which no one 
wants to happen.

We love Alameda and Crist is 
one of the city’s many charms. 
Please don’t do anything to 
change it. Remember the old say-
ing: If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

— Sari and Jeff Heyman

Local working to 
improve global health
Editor:

Every once in a while, we 
are privileged to know people 

in our communities who walk the 
path less travelled and go the 
extra mile to make a difference 
by dedicating their lives to public 
service and keeping America and 
the world safer. Alameda’s own 
Cyrus Shahpar is one of those 
people. 

Cyrus is currently the Team 
Lead for the Global Rapid 
Response Team (RRT) in the 
Center for Global Health at the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). His team is 
charged with mobilizing CDC’s 
workforce to support global 
health response to disease out-
breaks and emergencies. 

As a medical epidemiologist 
and practicing emergency physi-
cian, Cyrus has travelled around 
the world to improve global 
health security. Through his dedi-
cation to public health, he has 
responded to international emer-
gencies in Central America, South 
Asia, the Middle East and the 
Horn of Africa. He also has acted 
in a variety of roles during the 
Ebola response and was deployed 
to Liberia.

His primary interests are 
developing, implementing and 
evaluating innovations in human-
itarian emergencies and focus-
ing on humanitarian education 
and disease surveillance in emer-
gencies. He routinely lectures in 
courses on humanitarian emer-
gencies at Emory University, the 
University of Washington and 
Tulane University.  

Prior to joining CDC, Cyrus 
worked largely in academic insti-
tutions as a programmer, data 
management systems manag-
er and researcher. At the San 
Francisco Department of Public 
Health, he helped found the exist-
ing San Francisco Immunization 
Coalition. 

He has also worked at John 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, where he published 
and presented studies on inten-
tional and non-intentional inju-
ries. Cyrus received his medi-
cal degree from University 
of California Irvine School of 
Medicine and completed his resi-
dency at John Hopkins Hospital, 
where he served as chief  
resident. 

Cyrus is undoubtedly one of 
America’s heroes, as evident by 
his commitment to improving the 
public’s health globally.

— Greg Rossino
Center for Disease Control  

and Prevention 

Light years away 
from normal
Editor:

Health care has dominated the 
news in recent weeks, finally eas-
ing up with the defeat of the 
Congressional effort to scuttle 
Obamacare. Yet even with the 
non-stop coverage, nary a word 
has there been in all that time, 
making any reference to perhaps 
the most crucial, health-related 
issue facing the country today, 
that of its President.

Yet by any measure, President 
Donald Trump’s erratic behavior in 
just these first six months in office, 
can only be described as light years 
away from any acceptable healthy 
norm. I believe this calls for action, 
heroic action: every effort needs to 
be made now, to secure for him the 
best medical attention this behav-
ior cries out for. 

— Richard Hausman

Open letter on Crist
To the Mayor, Councilmembers, 
City Manager and Public Works 
Personnel: 

My husband Misha and I recent-
ly purchased a home on Crist Street.  

We have been thrilled with 
Island life, as we like to call it, these 
last few months. Our friends and 
family have grown tired of hearing 
us rave about Alameda. We have 
been overwhelmed (in the best 
way possible!) with the community 
that welcomed us and our year-old 
daughter to Crist Street.  

We have serious concerns that 
the proposed plan to eliminate 
parking from one side of Crist will 
fundamentally alter the feel of the 
street. We are even more concerned 
that it will increase both the flow 
and speed of traffic through our 
small street, making it a more dan-
gerous environment for our daugh-
ter as well as the many, many other 
children in our neighborhood. 

We are struggling to understand 
what led to this sudden proposal.  
What changed?

Why has there not been more 
effort to solicit the input of resi-
dents who are most immediately 
impacted by this decision before 
putting forward this proposal?

We worry that in an effort 
to make it easier for emergency 
vehicles to access Crist, the city 
is increasing the likelihood that 
those emergency vehicles will be 
necessary.

— Monica, Misha  
and Aya Chellam

Honesty? Honestly.
Editor:

I read the article with the 
sanctimonious title (“Honesty is 
Essential,” July 20). Come on, most 
of the readers of the Alameda Sun 
have an IQ higher than room tem-
perature (in Fahrenheit, not Kelvin). 
The title should have been “I Think 
Trump is a Liar.”

If the author intended to point out 
dishonest statements by politicians, 
here are some better examples.

• Regarding the Affordable Care 
Act, President Barack Obama said “if 
you like your plan, you can keep it.”

• Regarding the use of chemi-
cal weapons by Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, Obama said that it 
would cross a “red line for us.”

• At a campaign event in 
Beaverton, Ore., Obama claimed to 
have visited 57 U.S. states during 
the campaign.

I think the readers can compare 
the remarks made by Donald Trump 
that the author considers egregious, 
such as there were 600,000 attend-
ees at his inauguration, with some 
of Obama’s remarks quoted above.

I certainly agree that “honesty is 
essential.” Perhaps the Sun should 
publish only editorials that follow 
that principle. 

— Charles Herget, Ph.D

Open letter on local  
cultural center birthday
To my fellow Alamedans:

I’m writing to invite you to join 
the fun at a very special afternoon 
and evening of live performances, 
food, wine tasting and amazing visu-
al arts that will leave you inspired 
and transformed. 

On Saturday, Aug. 19, Rhythmix 
Cultural Works (RCW) in Alameda 
will celebrate their 10th Year 

Pushing Homeless 
Around is No Help

Dennis Evanosky
Men who pass them, stuff their 

hands more firmly in their pockets 
and, almost instinctively, pat their 
wallets. Women clutch their hand-
bags just a little tighter. We look 
away with no eye contact. Just 
looking at them might send the 
wrong message: a message that we 
care about those homeless people 
with those cardboard signs.  

These less-fortunate people 
live among us, and we have to care 
about them, care for them. Posting 
a misspelled no trespassing sign 
at Jean Sweeney Park and sending 
the police in are not ways to show 
we care. Calling the Alameda Sun 
and asking us to write a story 
to “do something” about “those 
people” who pitched a pair of 
tents on the Boatworks property 
is not the answer. 

One reader emailed the Sun 
about the homeless who live out 
of sight on a spot of land along the 
railroad tracks near the Bridgeside 
Shopping Center. What can “we” 
do to get rid of “those people?” 
the reader asked. What the reader 
meant to ask was what can the Sun 
do? What can somebody else do? 

David Howard recently looked 
into the situation at Jean Sweeney 
Park and uncovered some very 
disturbing information that does 
not speak well for the provincial 
Island City. “City authorities have 
cleared the campers from the 
Jean Sweeney Open Space Park 
to start construction, but resi-
dents are complaining that the 
homeless haven’t been helped,” 
Howard writes.

Instead of helping the home-
less at Jean Sweeney Park, the 
city has simply evicted them, one 
neighbor shared on the NextDoor 
forum. The city told them to “move 
along” and “move along” they did, 
to other places in the city. Some 

re-pitched their tents on Atlantic 
Avenue just outside the park. 

“One week after the park site 
was cleared, a resident reported 
a new encampment along the old 
railroad bed beside Constitution 
Way, apparently set up by some-
one displaced from the nascent 
park,” Howard said. 

On the NextDoor social media 
forum, a comment complained 
that those removed from the park 
site, “have not been taken care of. 
They have simply been evicted by 
police with nowhere to go.”

Howard writes that the city’s 
public information officer Sarah 
Henry told him, “As you know, 
last week the Alameda Police 
Department moved out approxi-
mately 15 people from the belt line, 
which is now an active construction 
zone. We are aware of six people 
who are still living on the streets in 
various locations, and we are active-
ly working to assist them as they are 
required to move elsewhere.” 

Henry told Howard that three 
people are working with Operation 
Dignity, who is contracted to help 
secure housing for Alameda’s 
homeless veterans, as well as the 
broader homeless population. 
“The rest are either staying with 
a friend or have moved on to 
another city,” she said.  

Operation Dignity case work-
ers told Howard that that these 
individuals are not outsiders, 
but long-time Alameda residents. 
Other than Midway Shelter, with 
beds only for deserving women 
and children who have experi-
enced domestic abuse, Alameda 
has no transitional housing. 

Operation Dignity is working 
with Alameda Point Collaborative 
to get two disabled homeless indi-

viduals with a verified disability 
into available units. But what of 
the others? Aren’t there churches 
that can help? Aren’t there indi-
viduals who can step in? Can the 
city follow San Francisco and 
Oakland’s examples and pay more 
attention? 

The answers to the questions 
are difficult ones. It comes down 
to, “What can we as a community 
do? How can we start?” Howard 
suggested one place in his story. 

“It is very important that our 
homeless population get regis-
tered and placed on a wait list for 
housing with the Alameda County 
system so they are able to access 
housing when it becomes avail-
able,” he quoted Henry as saying. 

Alameda County recently 
launched a new scope of services 
under “EveryOne Home” that cre-
ated a streamlined, centralized 
process for connecting homeless 
individuals to housing, as well as 
coordinated entry into programs 
for people who are homeless. To 
find out more about the program, 
visit http://everyonehome.org/
resources/looking-for-housing.”

Can “we” — as individuals and 
as members of Alameda’s church-
es, synagogue and mosque — at 
least reach out to the homeless in 
our community and stop clutching 
our handbags, patting our wallets 
to make sure they’re safe and look-
ing the other way? 

Dennis Evanosky is co-publisher 
of the Alameda Sun.

Editorial Instead of help-
ing the homeless 
at Jean Sweeney 
Park, the city has 
simply evicted 
them ...

Anniversary with a Gala Celebration. 
The event has a stellar line-up of 
musicians and visual artists as well 
as some of Northern California’s 
finest women winemakers and brew-
ers who will come together to raise 
money for RCW’s youth arts educa-
tion program, Performance, Art & 
Learning (PAL).  

I hope you’ll be able to join us. 
Yes, it’s a fundraiser, but it’s so 
much more than that! The music 
and art you will experience will truly 
awaken something new in you. It 
will make you feel alive in a way you 
probably haven’t felt in a long time, 
which is why I am so committed 
to promoting and supporting RCW. 
There is a joy and a vitality in the 
people and events there that I have 
rarely experienced anywhere else. I 
assure you, the money you spend at 
this wonderful event will be worth 
every penny to you.

In full disclosure, I feel so excited 
about and committed to supporting 
the invigorating arts experiences at 
RCW that I joined the Board three 
years ago. Now I represent RCW in 
reaching out to low-income schools 
in Oakland so they can benefit from 
the enriching PAL concerts for kids. 
Your participation will help us reach 
even more students who may expe-
rience their first live performance at 

a PAL event. 
So let’s make this a date — Aug. 

19 from 2 to 5 p.m. — with your 
significant other or whomever you 
like. Invite some friends you haven’t 
seen in a long time. Treat yourself 
to a magical afternoon during which 
you’ll connect with lots of fascinat-
ing and creative people.  

Before you say “No, it’s too 
expensive,” open up the web-
site www.rhythmix.org and click 
on the triangular logo that reads 
“Rhythmix 10.” See what’s includ-
ed: an amazing line-up of inspiring 
music and visual art to enrich your 
soul, and unlimited wine tasting 
and hors d’oeuvres from some of 
the East Bay’s best.  

RCW lowered the ticket price 
this year to make it more affordable 
and besides, you’re worth it. You’ll 
be supporting multi-cultural arts 
education for hundreds of elemen-
tary school children in Alameda and 
Oakland at the same time.

I look forward to spending an 
awesome afternoon with you!

— Vicki Varghese

Honesty in politics
Editor:

There’s still people who have 
enough faith in their elected offi-

cials to suggest they might tell 
the truth (“Honesty is Essential,” 
July 20)? This reminds me of an 
old quote from one of my favor-
ite comedians Groucho Marx on 
the old television show You Bet 
Your Life. “Are you a corrupt poli-
tician, or am I being redundant?”

— Coho Jerkins 


