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Joe Heller

Please take climate 
change seriously
Editor: 

I have been following the effect 
of climate change and potential 
rise in sea level for some time. I 
was interested in seeing what the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and the City of 
Alameda had to say. Unfortunately, 
neither site proved useful.  

The Alameda site got me to an 
“accept box,” which I did, and was 
presented with a map of Alameda, 
pretty but uninformative. The FEMA 
site proved not much more useful.  
Here are a couple of websites which 
I think provide useful info with the 
option for what-if scenarios.

A European site shows the effect 
of rising sea level in meters. With 
patience, one can get to Alameda at 
flood.firetree.net.

The Seeing Climate Central site 
shows Alameda with its climate and 
allows the viewer to enter differ-
ent scenarios. Visit seeing.climate 
central.org and type in Alameda 
CA USA. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) climate change predictions 
anticipate an increase of approxi-
mately one degree Centigrade by 
2050. The map mentioned above 
shows a seven-foot sea-level rise 
with that scenario.  

NOAA predicts 3.5 degrees 
Centigrade or 6.8 degrees Fahrenheit 
by 2100; the map shows a 26-foot sea-
level rise at that temperature. Visit 
the NOAA website at climate.gov.

Who is to say how realistic these 
predictions are? They do make our 
island pretty small.

— Robert Anderson

Merging high schools  
is a bad idea
Editor:

As a parent from Bay Farm Island, 
I think Alameda Unified School 
District’s (AUSD) proposal to merge 
high schools is a bad idea. To put 
it simply, this proposal lacks vision.

Property tax is the main rev-
enue for the city. Alameda has top 
elementary and middle schools 
such as Bay Farm, Edison, Earhart 
and Lincoln schools.

But its high schools are so-so. 
That is why so many parents 
moved out of Alameda to areas 
where their kids can attend top 
public high schools. That is why 
Alameda’s property value increase 
is lagging behind!

Merging an okay high school 
(Alameda High School) with a mar-
ginal one will upset many more 
parents for sure. This will cause a 
big dent in the property values!

I think AUSD should come up 
with a different proposal to make 
Alameda High a top high school 
in California instead. For exam-
ple: only residents east of Park 
Street can attend Alameda High. 
And charge tuition or a donation 
of $1,000 to $5,000 to help retain 
teachers and improve programs 
just for that school.

— Steven Gu

Letter from a  
new resident
Editor:

As a new Alamedan, I applaud 
the Alameda Sun’s independent 
journalism in covering politics and 
other developments of general 
importance. Keep up the good work! 

I stand with those who believe 
the firing of the previous City 
Manager and the $1 million price 
tag cheerfully added by the City 
Council constituted gross misfea-
sance by the perpetrators. Several 
appear to have had conflicts that 
should have resulted in recusing 
themselves, and a better, and less 
wasteful, outcome would have 
resulted.

I enjoyed the front-page piece 
on the new Jack Clark Golf Course 
on Bay Farm (“City’s New South 
Golf Course Reviewed,” July 19). 
The course is beautiful and enjoy-
able to play. But how can a munici-
pal golf course not have provision 
for any potable water anywhere 
on its entire 18 holes? Greenway 
Golf now sends carts around with 
free bottles of water, but how long 
will that last until they charge for 
it. How thoughtless were the con-
structors and designers not to have 
water for the players on site?

Also, when the pro shop is 
swamped, as it was in the first 
weeks, callers get rolled over to 
what are apparently Greenway’s 
offices in Minnesota. The operators 
there have neither the authority, 
the skill nor the ability to do any-
thing at all except transfer the call 
to the restaurant. The restaurant’s 
staff have no idea why they are 
receiving the call and just hang up. 
Some wrinkles to be ironed out, as 
golfers would surely agree!

— J. Michael Parish 

Ignoring climate  
change is ignorance
Editor:

A recent letter’s title (“Stop 
being so ignorant about climate 
change,” July 19) is an apt response 
to its own remarks. The author’s 
comment, “Like all information; 
garbage in-garbage out” also 
applies to his letter. The author’s 

Ashley Jones
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) is going to hold a 
series of public meetings to help 
you understand why one high 
school of 3,000 students is more 
educationally sound than two high 
schools of 1,400 and 1,700 students. 
And why your children will now 
have a “greater educational oppor-
tunity.”

Every school bond passed in 
Alameda is tagged with the phrase, 
“for the children.” Alameda is noted 
for its good schools. Ask any Realtor. 
He or she will tell you that AUSD’s 
reputation helps sell property. 

If the plan to have one high 
school is not for the children, who 
would benefit from a giant high 
school? No one, until the land 
under Encinal High School is sold. 
Then AUSD would have a ton of 

money. At this point it might be a 
good idea to sell Lum and Paden 
elementary schools as well. What 
will the money buy? 

Since the district owns 
Thompson Field, that, too, might 
be put on the block. Does all of this 
sound crazy? It is no crazier than 
believing that 3,000 students will 
get the same educational oppor-
tunities as 1,400 or 1,700 students. 

If you ever drive into the old 
Naval Air Station and see the empty 
spaces, you can visualize a sizeable 
increase in housing, families and 
children. Where are they going to 
attend school? Not Encinal if it is 
gone. Not Paden. Is there a plan for 
the future?

Something is wrong here in 
Alameda. Alameda has “a small-
town atmosphere.” It doesn’t fit 
with a 3,000-population high 
school, with no athletic fields. This 

doesn’t sound like, “educational 
opportunity.”

I’m interested in the motiva-
tion behind this plan. What is the 
rationale?

After reading the above to 
my daughter, her response was, 
“Nobody cares.” This shocked me, 
to think that maybe she’s right. A 
response from you would put me 
on the right path if I have erred. 

Ashley Jones is a former AUSD 
teacher.

Is Bigger Better?
Off the Cuff

Ask any Realtor 
and he or she will 
tell you that the 
AUSD reputation 
helps sell property. 

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin
“Dys-” from Greek, means 

painful. “Dysfunction” does not 
mean something fails to function, 
rather that it functions but does 
so painfully. At present Alameda 
is feeling like a dysfunctional 
family. 

We’re a community agitated 
and at times in denial about our 
recent peek at the elephant in 
our collective living room — 
racism, xenophobia, misogyny, 
hatred and intolerance. The con-
sequences of these personal atti-
tudes and beliefs — acted out on 
the public stage — has led to the 
toxic atmosphere currently hang-
ing over our island community 
and politics.

Public spaces have played 
host to human interaction and 
political discourse since ancient 
times. They are open to all and 
they are where we navigate the 
unfamiliar, interact with strang-
ers and conduct our economic, 
political and social business. 
Behavior that makes public spac-
es safe is called “civility.” 

Civility is defined as “claim-
ing and caring for one’s identity 
and beliefs without degrading 
someone else’s in the process.” 
Civility is essential for trust and 
a healthy community. Civility is 

essential for a healthy democ-
racy.

We have been witness to a 
textbook case of incivility in the 
recent cringe-worthy skewering 
of Vice Mayor Malia Vella, not to 
mention a similar attack on our 
Assemblymember, Rob Bonta. To 
set the record straight:

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember born in Alameda.

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember whose parent 
is an Alameda Unified School 
District alumnus.

n Vella did not receive cam-
paign donations from our local 
Fire Fighters (IAFF 689) knowing 
she would review their contract.

n Vella took no contributions 
from developers.

n Vella did not vote for the 
severance payment to former 
City Manager Jill Keimach.

n Vella received more votes 
than anyone else on the current 
Council (including the Mayor) 
in the most recent election and 
received more votes in Alameda 
alone (13,865) than accuser 

Stephen Slauson received running 
for Assemblyman in three major 
Alameda County cities (10,546).

Our dysfunctional “elephant 
in the living room” was confirmed 
with the appearance of “birther-
ism” in Alameda. Birtherism was 
a movement in national politics 
started by our current President, 
which doubted our first Black 
president was a natural-born U.S. 
citizen, thus implying he was 
ineligible to be President.

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember whose citizen-
ship has been questioned imply-
ing she is ineligible for being our 
Vice Mayor. 

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember whose residency 
has been questioned. 

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember to be called a 
“union whore” 

n Vella is the only 
Councilmember in the midst of a 
bullying campaign in the form of 
purposely mispronouncing her 
name in public.

Peace and safety in public 
spaces preserves the social fab-
ric — our community. It allows 
economies, societies and cul-
tures to flourish. Without the 
promise and hope of civility we 
live in that anxious limbo won-

Witness the Loss of Civility
Commentary

answer to the research conclusions 
of the vast majority of climate sci-
entists? Simply that “scientists lie.” 
Apparently, this gives him free rein 
to argue his points without a shred 
of scientific knowledge.

The letter suggests that ocean 
levels operate just like the water 
in a swimming pool; hence, we 
have nothing to worry about. 
Unfortunately, the ocean is a more 
complex body of water than a swim-
ming pool. In reality, the ocean sur-
face is quite irregular, with winds, 
currents and other factors leading 
to considerable variations in sea 
level from place to place. 

Scientific reports indicate that 
the global average sea level has 
risen seven to eight inches since 
1900, and about three inches in 
just the past 15 years. Heavy rain-
falls are increasing in intensity and 
frequency, adding to the potential 
for flooding. An example? During 
Hurricane Sandy, the combination 
of rainfall, winds and high tide led 
to flooding from the bay near my 
family’s Brooklyn home; waters 
crested at about four-and-a-half feet 
above the sidewalk. 

The letter’s author would prefer 
to live his life as if we weren’t on the 
cusp of significant environmental 
change. Even if increases in carbon 
emissions and global warming are 
halted, sea levels will continue to 
rise for some time. Houston, New 
York, Miami, Boston, New Orleans 
and San Francisco are just a few of 
the localities planning for this dif-
ficult future. Environmental events 
set in motion have no quick rem-
edies, but ignoring the challenges 
will give future generations a far 
less habitable planet. 

— Jay Paul

Spend more money on 
Alameda’s police
Editor:

My neighbors and I recently  
asked Alameda Police Department 
(APD) to dispatch a sweep and 
provide heightened police pres-
ence and more neighborhood drive-
throughs. We still have what the 
police describe as a violent felon 
squatting on our street. We were 
told APD at any given time, night or 
day; has only one officer assigned 
to Bay Farm Island.

That means, according to APD; 
at most, all we have is one officer 
on duty. One officer patrols during 
the day and is relived by one officer 
who patrols at night. The exact offi-
cer assigned can vary even though 
Bay Farm is supposed to have a 
dedicated daytime officer.

How is it possible for one offi-
cer at any given time, female or 
male; to patrol and be responsible 
for a land mass as large as Bay 
Farm Island?

Rather than pay off our former 
City Manager in whatever deal-mak-
ing occurred therein, can we please 
spend more on our worthy police 
department who need the resourc-
es to try to protect everyone?

— Mike Lano

At present 
Alameda is feeling 
like a dysfunction-
al family. 

dering when and from where the 
next attack be launched.

Stay awake, Alameda.

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin is 
the co-president of the Alameda 
Democratic Club.

On attacking Fox News
Editor:

In response to a recent letter 
(“Small things can make a differ-
ence,” July 12) it was disturbing to 
read about such anger and bitter-
ness against Fox News. Could one 
really believe that news anchors 
like Sean Hannity and Laura 
Ingraham are “spewing untruths” 
and be in opposition “to everything 
good our country has stood for 
since its founding”? 

I find Fox News to be very fair 
and balanced in its reporting and 
would suggest watching other 
anchors like Tucker Carlson, Harris 
Faulkner, Jesse Watters, Bill Hemmer, 
Martha McCallum, Gregg Guttfelt, or 
Judge Jeanine Piro (my favorite). 
Boycotting sponsors and advertis-
ers is an aggressive overreach. If you 
don’t like Fox News, everyone is free 
to just switch the channel. Some are 
uplifted by CBN or KTLN, TBN or 
Daystar. Happy viewing! 

— Fern Wallace 

Open letter to Council
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor and Council Members:
Alameda is in the midst of a 

difficult time, with the tumultuous 
departure of the City Manager and 
the associated after-effects. Now 
that the independent investigation 
has been completed and the results 
have been made available to the 
public, it is time to make right one 
specific issue: indemnification of 
all City Councilmembers who were 
wrongly accused and found inno-
cent of any wrongdoing. 

Specifically, we want to ensure 
that the Vice Mayor Malia Vella 
is treated justly, and ensure that 
future public servants will also be 
indemnified of expenses related to 
unfounded accusations. Failure to 
do so will threaten the desire to 
serve in public office in Alameda 
for many people, an outcome we 
would like to avoid.

Vella was found by the inde-
pendent investigator to have 
done nothing wrong, yet she has 
incurred legal expenses defend-
ing herself against false allegations 
and defamation. As a result of 
these allegations, she is being sub-
jected to racist and misogynistic 
rhetoric, including cries to prove 
she is a citizen and a resident of 
our city. Again: according to the 
independent investigator she did 
nothing wrong. 

When councilmembers have 
to defend themselves against def-
amation, and they win, it is good 
policy for our city to reimburse 
them for their legal expenses. 
This is particularly true when 
the former city manager who 
made “the tapes” that underlie so 
many of the defamatory accusa-
tions walked away from our city  
with $900,000 despite currently 
being investigated by the district 
attorney.
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