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Editor are the express 
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Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
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Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
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Lynda Sussman, Ph. D.
Most of us were taught the im-

portance of honesty when we were 
growing up. Some of us were pun-
ished by our parents for not tell-
ing the truth. The parable about 
George Washington confessing to 
chopping down the cherry tree 
says it all, that honesty is essential 
regardless of the consequences. 

As parents ourselves, we 
have strived to help shape our 
children’s characters by teach-
ing them the virtues of honesty, 
compassion and respect for oth-
ers. It is our hope that those in 
government, especially the presi-
dent of the United States, would 
reflect these values. Granted, we 
have been let down by elected of-
ficials and presidents in the past, 
but no one even comes close to 
President Donald Trump.

President Trump is the antith-
esis of everything we hold dear 
as Americans. He fits the profile 
of a two-bit dictator. He is a path-
ological liar who has deceived 
his supporters through toxic ma-
nipulation and fear. He has abso-
lutely no respect for others and 
lashes out with vindictiveness 
and viciousness when challenged 
or criticized. 

Trump has been diagnosed by 
renowned psychologists and psy-
chiatrists as a malignant narcis-
sist, which is a combination of nar-
cissistic, antisocial and borderline 
personality disorders. This incur-
able mental illness has the perfect 
set of symptoms which point to 
fascist thinking.

Trump has shown through his 
words and actions that he will do 
anything to cover up his lies and 
pursue his own warped agenda. 
Even before running for president, 
he was the head of the Birther 
Movement. During the presiden-
tial campaign and since taking of-
fice, his lies have escalated from 
blatant untruths to egregious ac-
cusations. 

He began his presidency by 
saying that 600,000 people at-
tended his Inauguration, when the 
physical evidence showed there 
were only 200,000. He even shut 
down the Park Service website in 
in order to cover up the truth. 

Trump’s next fabrication is 
that 3 to 5 million illegal aliens 
voted for Hillary, because he can-
not accept that she received more 
popular votes than him. He then 
claimed that his electoral votes 
were a “landslide” victory, but his 
electoral win was only the 46th 
biggest of 58 past elections.

Worse yet was his accusation 
that President Obama wiretapped 

Trump Tower. In the real world, if 
someone makes a false accusation 
to law enforcement, they can be 
sentenced to up to 7 years in prison.

Since becoming the object of 
personal investigation, Trump’s 
dishonesty is being put to the test. 
It is obvious that he is lying about 
what he said to Former FBI Direc-
tor, Comey. In his NBC interview, 
he even stated that he was think-
ing of Comey’s investigation of col-
lusion with Russia when he fired 
him. It is also obvious that Trump 
asked Comey to shut down the 
investigation of Flynn, his former 
National Security Advisor. 

This certainly fits the descrip-
tion of Obstruction of Justice. 
Trump has even offered to testify 
on his own behalf and, therefore, 
like Attorney General Sessions, 
he has no problem with perjur-
ing himself. If you or I committed 
perjury in an official proceeding, 
we would be punished to the full 
extent of the law. 

In psychology and criminol-
ogy, the best predictor of future 
behavior is past behavior. There-
fore, it makes sense that Trump’s 
untruths and nefarious deeds have 
escalated into criminal behavior. 
However, when you look at his un-
ethical background in the business 
world, this is certainly no surprise.

Trump’s supporters and hench-
men have put integrity aside in or-
der to remain loyal to a president 
whose character lacks common 
decency. The Republicans, espe-
cially Ryan and McConnell, have 

Honesty is Essential
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We have strived 
to help shape our 
children’s char-
acters by teach-
ing them the vir-
tues of honesty, 
compassion and 
respect for others.
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Helping shape 
Alameda’s future
Editor:

Proposed developments 
along the Northern Waterfront 
and elsewhere on the Island 
represent a tremendous oppor-
tunity for Alameda. The Island 
is prime for investment, but 
only if we’re able to maintain 
the unique character and qual-
ity of life that attracted inves-
tors to begin with.

Traffic, of course, is the 
biggest concern, and the Al-
ameda Transportation Man-
agement Association (TMA) 
will undoubtedly help. For the 
first time, a single organization 
made up of representatives 
from nonprofits, homeowners 
associations, businesses and 
developers has been handed 
responsibility to come up with 
ways to address Alameda’s traf-
fic issues.

Certainly, improving car 
traffic on and off the Island, 
particularly during peak hours, 
is important. Infrastructure 
improvements will help, but 
the key is giving people a rea-
son to get out of their cars and 
consider alternative ways to 
get where they’re going. People 
just need convenient choices.

The Alameda TMA will look 
to provide transit options, co-
ordinating its efforts with re-
gional transit agencies. Simple 
things like daily shuttles to 
BART, and the reinstatement 
of AC Transit’s Line 19 con-

necting the Northern Waterfront 
to Oakland have already proven 
successful. The ferry is booming, 
and with expanded service from 
Alameda Point on the horizon, 
ridership should grow even more.

Alameda’s traffic issues 
shouldn’t be an impediment to 
growth. The Alameda TMA is a 
great step forward.

— Tony Kuttner  
Past President, Greater  

Alameda Business Association 

Open letter to humans
Dear human race:

I want to inform you that even 
though most of us are making 
plenty of money and having a 
good life, we are destroying the 
earth. In the future we will die 
out completely, along with all the 
animals and plants, because we 
polluted the earth and killed so 
many of its inhabitants.

A few ideas to help preserve 
the earth are: bike or walk when-
ever possible; buy reusable 
tupperwares; and don’t throw 
away leftover food.

Please try to do this whenever 
you can. Thank you!

— Madeleine Canvese, 11

Old People ‘Pride’
Editor:

In modern terms we’re called, 
“Senior Citizens” and usually just 
discounted as “Old People.” But 
we have “Pride,” too!

You can spot us at sporting 
events; during the playing of the 
National Anthem we stand up and 

remove our hats, place our right 
hand over the heart, stand at 
attention and sing along without 
being embarrassed. We know the 
words and believe in them.

Old people remember World 
War II, Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, 
Normandy and Hitler. They 
remember the Atomic age, 
Korean War, the Cold War, Jet age 
and the moon landing, “peace 
keeping” missions and Vietnam.

Should you bump into an Old 
person on the sidewalk he will 
apologize. If you pass one on the 
street he’ll nod or tip his hat to 
a lady. Old people are courteous 
to women and treat them with 
respect.

Old people hold the door 
open for the next person. Old 
people get embarrassed if some-
one curses in the presence of 
women or children, they don’t 
like filth or dirty language on TV 
or in movies.

Old people have moral cour-
age and personal integrity. They 
seldom brag unless its about 
their children, grandchildren or 
their animals.

Old people know who protects 
our freedom; not politicians but 
young, brave men and women 
in the military, serving their  
country.

Yes, this country needs old 
people who understand work 
ethic, sense of responsibil-
ity, pride in their country, and 
decent values.

Thank God for old people! We 
need them now more than ever.

— Bruce Elerick

Joel Rambaud
I would like to say thank you to 

Casey Sparks for his rebuttal (“In-
frastructure Needs Update,” July 
6) to Eugenie Thompson (“City 
Needs a Moratorium on New De-
velopment,” May 4). Indeed the 
city does not need a moratorium 
on traffic.

The day you need a paramedic 
or your house catches fire and the 
trucks are stuck for a minute, if not 
more, at the station, you can thank 
the city’s expert who did not be-
lieve in what the real experts were 
saying. Thompson happens to be 
an expert and a very good one, li-
censed by the State of California 
with a very strong academic edu-
cation, unlike the so-called experts 
hired by the City of Alameda and 
their employers, the developers. 

I encounter such level of medi-
ocrity in this city that we were liter-
ally held hostage at a recent meet-
ing that dragged on until 4:30 a.m. 
During that meeting the city plan-
ner in charge of the project pulled 
out a traffic survey and data that 
still had the name of South Shore 
Shopping Center’s former owner on 
it. How much more crooked can the 
city be? 

That city planner was later ter-
minated as well as another who at-
tempted to use federal funding to 
install a traffic signal in the Gibbons 
Drive-Versailles Avenue area, claim-
ing accidents where none were ever 
recorded.

Compare this with how resi-
dents on Broadway and San Jose 
Avenue have been asking for de-

cades for a traffic light at their in-
tersection to assist crossing traffic. 
Their requests have been rejected 
on cost bases and the false idea 
that it would interfere with traffic. 
Tell that to the two car owners who 
totaled their vehicles there a cou-
ple weeks ago. 

Caltrans, City of Oakland and 
City of Alameda installed not one, 
not two, but 30 traffic lights off the 
Park Street Bridge all equipped with 
cameras. You call that progress? 

I’m tired of city officials making 
no data available to the public, and 
coming up with ideas like packing 
Alameda Point with 4,000 new hous-
ing units and hundreds of office jobs 
that will only increase traffic. I’m 
tired of them totally ignoring what 
the old timers are saying about 
when the former Naval Air Station 
was in full operation and traffic was 
backed up onto the freeway. 

City planners need to realize 
you cannot force people to use the 
bus, never mind bicycles. I have not 
seen many bikes this winter, how-
ever cars were lined up for blocks. 

You quoted Bob Dylan when you 
said “the old road is rapidly aging,” 
personally, I much prefer the Dalai 
Lama quote, “We must consider fu-
ture generations, it is our responsi-
bility toward others to ensure that 
the world we pass on is as healthy 

if not healthier than we found it” 
or Sir Edmund Burke, who said, 
“those who don’t know history 
are destined to repeat it.”

Joel Rambaud lives in  
Alameda.

Local Weighs in on Infrastructure
Traffic continues to drive conversation on the Island

Commentary

Compare this with how residents on 
Broadway and San Jose Avenue have 
been asking for decades for a traffic 
light at their intersection to assist 
crossing traffic. 

Sabrina Svendsen
My family has been involved 

in the Alameda Marina property 
for more than 30 years, begin-
ning as the owners and opera-
tors of Svendsen’s Boat Works, 
Inc., and continuing as share-
holders in Pacific Shops, Inc. 
(PSI), the current property own-
ers proposing a mixed-use rede-
velopment of the property. 

I grew up in Alameda and con-
tinue to be a resident and home-
owner. As a result of my family’s 
history and legacy on the Island, 
my business interest in the Ma-
rina, and ties to the community, 
I am engaged with the proposed 
project and the impact it would 
have on our community. 

With this in mind, I believe 
very strongly that, with contin-
ued public and city staff input, 

the redevelopment of the prop-
erty will bring many benefits to 
the City of Alameda.

My involvement in the Mari-
na compelled 
me to respond 
to a letter by 
Alan Hebert 
of Menlo Park 
(“DOER Ma-
rine Evicted,” 
July 6).

H e b e r t ’ s 
letter was a 
call to action to oppose the re-
development of the Alameda 
Marina as a way to prevent what 
he represented as PSI’s “wildly 
unfair” eviction of Deep Ocean 
Exploration & Research (DOER) 
Marine. Unfortunately, Hebert’s 
letter asserted many myths and 
little reality. 

The reality is PSI reached a 
settlement agreement with DOER 

Marine in Al-
ameda County 
Superior Court 
on May 3, a 
matter of pub-
lic record that 
outlines the 
facts related 
to DOER’s ten-

ancy and decision to not renew 
its lease. DOER Marine was and is 
in default under their lease at the 
Marina and failed to pay almost 
$200,000 in rent and utilities. 

DOER Marine is leaving the 
marina as a result of a settlement 
agreed to by both parties, where-
by PSI forgave more than $150,000 
due under the lease and DOER 
Marine has until Sept. 30 to relo-
cate its operations. 

Contrary to Hebert’s charac-
terization, this is not unfair treat-
ment. The reality is this treatment 
is more generous than would be 
available from most landlords try-
ing to operate their properties. 
Since PSI was willing to accept 
significantly less, DOER Marine 
has the opportunity to continue 
its operations in a new location 
more befitting of its financial re-
sources. 

The future of the marina an-
ticipates a variety of existing and 
new business models. In fact, PSI 
has extended many tenant leases 
through the end of this year, and 
is revisiting agreements into the 
future. 

While no one is being forced 
to go, we all are planning for the 
future — one that includes creat-
ing more jobs, generating revenue 
for the City of Alameda, and doing 
our part to alleviate the housing 
shortage. I understand that at the 
June 10 planning board meeting, 
Bay Ship & Yacht, and others in-
volved in the Alameda Landing 
project, spoke with enthusiasm 
about re-locating DOER as a ten-
ant at that future development. 

PSI will continue to work with 
tenants and the boating commu-
nity at Alameda Marina to support 
the Master Plan direction given by 
the Planning Board subcommittee. 
I encourage Alamedans to follow 
and actively participate in the re-
development proposal for Alam-
eda Marina. I know my friends and 
neighbors will reach their own 
conclusions about the proposed 
project and hope they do so with a 
full understanding of the facts.

Sabrina Svendsen is a Pacific 
Shops, Inc. board member.

Community Needs Facts, Not Myths
Commentary

DOER Marine is 
leaving the marina 
as a result of a 
settlement agreed 
to by both parties.


