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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Alternative living for 
single senior women
Editor:

I am a long-time former 
Alameda resident who has 
been forced financially to leave 
Alameda and live with my son 
and his family. However, I long 
to return to the city that I love, 
but I cannot possibly afford the 
high cost of buying or renting by 

myself in this lovely town. 
After almost giving up on my 

dream, I realized I’m not alone in 
this impossible situation — there 
must be other women in the same 
position with the same wish.

So I want to find those women 
and form a compatible group to 
pool our resources to enable us 
to live together, but independent-
ly, have each other to rely on 
for strength and support, and 

live fulfilling lives without hav-
ing to depend on our families to  
shelter us. 

If you are in this situation and 
are interested in exploring the 
possiblities of finding and sharing 
a dignified, affordable residence 
with fellow senior women, please 
contact me at nanamarg@aol.
com. Please provide your phone 
number.

— Margaret Duran

John A. Judge
The Los Angeles Clippers re-

cently signed former Warriors 
player Marreese Speights to a one-
year veteran’s minimum. Los Ange-
les Times writer Ben Bolch is justly 
overjoyed about the deal.

What is the veteran’s mini-
mum?  The stars make the gazil-
lions. But guys who play better 
than the stars on some nights get 
zilch? I think that the Warriors 
would have won the NBA cham-
pionship this year if Speights 
had been given a larger role in 

game three of the Warriors’ series 
against Houston. 

Speights was hot that game: 
“Thanks to Marreese Speights (22 
points on 7-of-11 shooting), the 
Warriors found the next Splash 
Brother up to support the of-
fense,” Judy Stearns wrote on 
www.goldenstateofmind.com. 

However, in the fourth quarter, 
Speights didn’t get in the game.  
Either that, or, if he did get in the 
game, nobody threw him the ball.  
I can’t remember which, at this 
late date. I had the exact game 

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter to the Mayor and 
City Council regarding the Alameda 
Marina Master Plan Submittal. 

Dear Mayor Spencer  
and City Council: 

As one of the owners of Al-
ameda Marina, I want to update 
you on our plans to reimagine 
the 44-acre property along Alam-
eda’s northern waterfront. It’s 
been seven months since we first 
reached out to our tenants, neigh-
bors and the greater community 
to solicit feedback about revital-
izing the underused and decaying 
marina, providing greater public 
access to the waterfront and ul-
timately creating an engaged and 
accessible waterfront for all Al-
amedans. 

During this time, we have 
taken a step back to listen to con-
cerns and ideas from our working 
community advisory group, as 
well as tenants and neighbors. 
As a result of this collaboration, 
we have made some significant 
changes to our original thinking 
in response to many of the needs 
of the community. Today our 
Master Plan application calls for 
the study of: 

• Approximately 150,000 
square feet of commercial space, 
including 115,000 square feet 
dedicated to maritime uses. The 
proposed maritime square foot-
age increases the existing mari-
time footprint by approximately 
20 percent, which will bring more 
maritime jobs to this property. As 
contemplated, this would include 
the preservation and repurposing 
of the Alameda Marina building 
for both old and new maritime 
businesses, if feasible; approxi-
mately 75 spaces for storage of 
dry boats, which is calculated to 
accommodate the current active 
boaters we have at the Marina 

• Reinvestment and restora-
tion of the Marina berths

• Bike and walking paths 
connecting city streets to and 
through Alameda Marina to the 

Bay Trail and the waterfront, and 
new open space amenities 

• An open space network with 
a variety of areas that offer differ-
ent gathering and play options. 
These spaces include a linear 
greenway, aquatic park, maritime 
boardwalk and harbor view park 
that integrate with the Bay Trail 
and respect the working water-
front 

• View corridors to the water, 
Oakland and Coast Guard Island 
from Clement Avenue 

• A mix of housing types that 
will include approximately 72 
universal design units, about 275 
market-rate apartments, approxi-
mately 125 townhomes, as well as 
between 120 and 160 affordable 
housing units. 

This mix of housing types fo-
cuses on market-rate affordable 
units that are smaller in size and 
appeal to a range of income lev-
els. Importantly, because we un-
derstand the need for affordable 
housing in Alameda, particularly 
during this severe crisis. We have 
proposed 20 to 25 percent in-
clusionary housing in our plan, 
which totals between 120 and 160 
affordable units. 

This goes beyond the 15 per-
cent required by the city and, 
when combined with workforce 
housing, allows us to preserve 
the marina, while making it acces-
sible to all Alamedans. 

As we have described, creat-
ing a mixed-use community at 
Alameda Marina, including resi-
dential and commercial, achieves 
the objectives laid out in our tide-
lands lease agreement with the 
city. It also provides the funding 
mechanism for $40-plus million 
of restoration of rotting piers, 
sections of deteriorating shore-
line, and a vast network of aging 
utilities. 

Letter to Council on  
Alameda Marina

This week, we submitted 
a master plan proposal to the 
city. This will kick-off the en-
vironmental review process. 
During this time, we will ex-
haustively study the property 
to examine everything from 
soil conditions to the histori-
cal landscape of the site. We 
look forward to continuing to 
engage the community in this 
process.

In the meantime, encour-
age you to visit our website 
at www.alamedamarina.com 
for a copy of our master plan 
proposal and to sign up for up-
dates, including meeting notic-
es. We welcome your feedback 
as we continue the dialogue 
about plans for reinvesting in 
Alameda Marina. 

— Bill Poland 
Chairman and shareholder,  

Pacific Shops Inc.

Update on plans to redevelop 44-acre site on estuary
It’s been seven months since we first 
reached out to the greater community 
to solicit feedback about revitalizing 
the underused and decaying marina.

Why the Warriors Lost this Year

stats when I calculated these points 
per minutes played in that game.  

Maureese Speights, 1.22 points; 
Klay Thompson, 0.44 points; and 
Dramon Green, 0.22 points.
So what? What difference did 

that one game make? The Warriors 
took the series from the Houston 
Rockets anyway, didn’t they? Well, 
here you have to make several leaps 
of faith. They say hindsight is 20/20.  
Here, perhaps it has to be about 
40/20. 60/20?

Steph Curry did not play in that 
third Rocket game (the game we’re 
discussing) because he was already 
injured. Still, I believe that if Spei-
ghts had remained more active in 
the Warriors’ offense in the fourth 
quarter of that third Rocket game, 
the Warriors would have won the 
game. And if the Warriors had won 
that game, Coach Steve Kerr prob-
ably would have kept Curry out of 
the next (fourth) Rocket game just 
as a precaution. 

But the Rocket series was now 
tightening up, so Curry was started.  
In that game Curry slipped (not 
caused by the previous injury), re-
sulting in an injury more serious 
than the first (and potentially much 
more serious) injury. To me Curry 
seemed about 25 percent or more 
diminished for the rest of the NBA 
playoffs.

Against Houston, against Port-
land, against Oklahoma City, and 
against Cleveland. And that’s why 
the Warriors lost the NBA champi-
onship.

What prevented the Golden 
State Warriors from winning the 
2016 NBA championship? Curry’s 
injury, caused in part from insuffi-
ciently using Speights in the fourth 
quarter of the third game against 
the Houston Rockets. 

John A. Judge is an Alameda  
resident. 

Commentary

So what? What  
difference did that 
one game make? 
The Warriors took 
the series from the 
Houston Rockets 
anyway, didn’t 
they?

Monty Heying
Proof of their bias against 

renters lies in the fact that the 
mayor and City Council know 
about the Fixed-term Lease 
(FTL) loophole in the rent or-
dinance they passed in Febru-
ary and have not corrected this 
“oversight.”

The FTL loophole was point-
ed out to a city attorney by 
the mayor at the Jan. 17 coun-
cil meeting where Councilman 
James Oddie famously threw 
up his hands and got red in the 
face as the FTL loophole was dis-
cussed around 2 a.m. on June 18. 

Mayor Trish Spencer said 
that if a landlord could get a ten-
ant to sign a fixed-term lease — 
a lease with no evergreen clause 
— the tenant could be forced 
to leave at the end of the lease. 
Relocation costs wouldn’t apply 
because, technically, it would 
not be an eviction. Residential 
leases used to come with an ev-
ergreen clause providing for au-

tomatic renewal or extension or 
reversion to month-to-month.

At the March 1 meeting this 
flawed ordinance was passed 
with no changes. As she cast her 
vote, the mayor again acknowl-
edged the FTL loophole, mutter-
ing, “If it becomes a problem we 
can fix it later.” Within minutes 
of their vote I had received an e-
mail from my landlord requiring 
me to sign a fixed-term lease.

Five months have passed, 
and nothing has been done, even 
though I complained about the 
FTL loophole to the mayor, the 
city attorney and City Council in a 
lengthy e-mail where I offered text 
that would close the loophole. 
I further complained about it at 
one of the city’s training work-
shops where the same city attor-
ney from the Jan. 17 and 18 meet-
ings once again acknowledged the 
existence of FTL loophole.

The fixed-term Lease loop-
hole favors landlords and seri-
ously harms renters. City man-

agement knows about it, knows 
how to fix it and has failed to re-
move it — proof they don’t care 
about renters. 

Now they’re considering mak-
ing this same flawed ordinance, 
City Code 3148, a charter amend-
ment, cementing into place the 
pro-landlord, anti-tenant FTL 
loophole.

Need a better reason to vote 
for the Renter Coalition’s Char-
ter Amendment?

Monty J Heying has lived in  
Alameda for 16 years.

Vote Cements Loophole 
for Alameda Landlords

Five months have 
passed, and  
nothing has been 
done, even though 
I complained 
about the loop-
hole to the mayor.

Commentary

Local provides viewpoint on rent charter amendment


