
6      July 13, 2017         www.alamedasun.com       Alameda Sun

OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Urgent request from 
Hornet Museum
Dear Friends of the Hornet: 

As you may have already heard, 
we reluctantly had to cancel our 
annual Fourth of July celebration 
because of a city-wide power out-
age that impacted West Alameda. 
After reviewing our options, and 
considering the uncertainty as 
to when power would be fully 
restored, we relied on our first and 
foremost priority — the safety and 
security of the ship and our visitors 
— and determined it was necessary 
to cancel the event.

As you know, the museum gen-
erates revenue through several dif-
ferent fundraising and public events 
such as our popular Fourth of July 
celebration. The cancellation of this 
event is a significant financial set-
back for us in terms of lost revenue 
from ticket sales, as well as our 
sunk costs for the preparation for, 
and the staging of, the event. We 
are asking our devoted support-
ers, such as you, to make a special 
one-time gift to help us recover this 
unforeseen loss of revenue. 

You can go to our website giv-
ing page, right now, or please mail 
in a check. Would you consider a 
one-time $100 gift to help us in this 
situation? Anything you can pro-
vide will be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks in advance for your help!

— Jill Knowland 
Executive Director  

USS Hornet Museum 

Open letter to Council
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor Spencer and 
Alameda City Councilmembers:

Stop! Stop! Stop! We do not 
want more homes anywhere in 
Alameda. Our beautiful, quiet city 
is being ruined because of your 
greed. Our roads are gridlocked 
both by cars and bicyclists. 

Harbor Bay residents are hav-
ing a horrible time getting off the 
Island; traveling from one end 
of Alameda to any other area 
in Alameda takes a ridiculous 
amount of time, and forget try-
ing to get over to Target or going 
through the Posey Tube. 

The shopping center that was 
built with Target, etc. is a joke! 
What a poorly conceived design 
and what a bunch of awful homes, 
piled one on top of the other. We 
also do not need any more restau-
rants or nail salons for that matter.

When I purchased my home 
in Alameda, it was after looking 

in many other areas such as the 
South Bay and Marin. I did not like 
everything I saw or the incredible 
traffic jams. I went where I could 
afford to buy and to a city that 
was charming, quiet and free of 
constant traffic and traffic jams.  

All of you are clearly not lis-
tening to the voters of Alameda. 
You represent us, not yourselves. 
Please pay attention to what the 
residents of Alameda are request-
ing. Thank you.

— Olga Dimitratos

The good ol’ days
Editor:

I do miss the Navy in Alameda. 
Loved watching planes doing 
touch and goes. Appreciated the 
fine people who brought a sense 
of the larger world to organiza-
tions and schools. 

— Virginia Thompson

Open letter on  
Harbor Bay Club

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Valued Harbor Bay  
Club Member: 

In January of this year Ron 
Cowan, the owner of the Harbor 
Bay Club, passed away. As many 
of you know, it was Ron’s vision 
to develop a new Harbor Bay Club 
to be located in the Harbor Bay 
Business Park.

As the trustee for the Ron 
Cowan Estate, I am writing to 
inform you that this is no longer 
financially feasible.  

However, we are committed 
to making improvements to the 
club that will insure a great 
member experience in the cur-
rent location.

We will keep you informed of 
our plans as we move forward.

— John L. Martin, Trustee
Ron Cowan Estate

Mayor’s nominations 
raise concern
Editor: 

Fewer than 21,000 Alamedans 
participated in the 2014 off-year 
election that saw Mayor Trish 
Spencer eke out a victory over 
Marie Gilmore. Spencer received 
10,488 votes, a thousand fewer 
than failed City Council candidate 
Tony Daysog received in 2016.  
Spencer’s support did not help 
Daysog, who had spent the bet-
ter part of two decades on the 
City Council. In fact, after seeing 
Spencer in office for two years, 

Alamedans turned out in huge 
numbers and rejected the mayor’s 
vision all over the ballot.

Heading into Election Day, 
Spencer often stood in traffic cheer-
ing on Daysog and Jennifer Roloff. 
Voters rejected Spencer’s chosen 
candidates as not up to the task of 
dealing with Alameda’s challenges. 
Spencer wrote the ballot arguments 
against measures B1 and K1. 

Thankfully, voters went against 
Spencer in order to keep Alameda’s 
school kids and residents from fac-
ing the consequences of her reck-
less political ideology. On the dais, 
Spencer likes to tell us that we are 
an island. Given the 2016 election 
and the countless string of 4-1 votes 
that she constantly sees not going 
her way, she appears to be on her 
own deserted island.

On July 5, Spencer nominated 
two candidates for the Planning 
Board. This Council has rightfully set 
housing stability, affordability and 
homelessness as top priorities. The 
Planning Board’s role in addressing 
these issues is critical. It is incum-
bent upon the City Council to ask the 
important questions of these nomi-
nees and examine their records. 

Allowing Spencer to continue 
to stack the Planning Board with 
appointments like her last two 
would be a terrible mistake that 
could set us back for many years. 
More appointees like Ronald Curtis 
and Sandy Sullivan, well established 
property owners whose comments 
and votes are often tantamount to 
an “I got mine” vision for Alameda, 
do not reflect the diversity of peo-
ple and progressive views reflected 
in our “Everybody Belongs Here” 
ethos. Let’s make sure the vision 
set by our Planning Board is one 
the next generation can be proud 
of, and afford to be a part of.

— Brian McGuire

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:   

Midway Shelter’s abused women 
and children would like to thank the 
generous people who donated to the 
shelter in the month of June. A num-
ber of the listed donors contributed 
several times last month. One donor 
chose to remain anonymous.  

Christine Buck, Paula Patillo-
Dupree and Maxine Bolf sent 
checks in June. Najee and Adilah 
Bilal donated in memory of Mary 
McDonald. Richard Sherratt gave 
in honor of Ginny Krutilek and her 
dedication. The Imelda Merlin Trust 
and the Bay Area Chinese Bible 
Church also donated in June.

Claudia Fenelon sent a check, 
as did Ginny Kutilek, M. Buck, Lois 
Pryor, Kris Jusilla and Bob and 
Laurie Parks. Mercedes Zapata 
donated to the shelter in June. 
She was joined by Scott Benson 
and Elena Swartzman, Maria Baka 
Kerosky, Harlyn Trayer, Kerry 
A. Plain and Shirley and Ronald 
Goodman. Mary Ruth Trapley joined 
Ann Casper and Mark Irons, and 
Emily and Joseph Shea in sending 
in checks last month. Jacqueline 
MacMillan, Mark and Kay Fraser and 
Glenn and Kathy Henderson also 
donated in June. 

Ann Beret Johnsen, Barbara 
Gibson, Carol Gerdes, Helen Sause 
and Kathryn Hanley all gave to the 
shelter in June to help the women 
and children at Midway. 

To see your name among the July 
donors to the Midway Shelter, send a 
check to Alameda Homeless Network, 
P.O. Box 951, Alameda CA 94501. To 
learn more, call 523-2377 or visit www.
midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek    

Thanks from committee
Editor:

The Alameda Fourth of July 
Foundation is truly grateful to all 
of our generous sponsors, wonder-
ful volunteers and numerous Coast 
Guard members and their families 
who participated this year. We had 
more entries with larger crowds 
watching than ever before making 
the R.A.C.E., the parade and the 
Inaugural Coast Guard Festival all 
tremendous successes. 

A special thank you to the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce for 
it’s dedication, time and conference 
room as well as to the Kiwanis Club 
of Alameda who each year places, 
and removes, more than 1,000 “No 
Parking” signs along the parade 
route. These events couldn’t happen 
without their continued dedication.

Thank you all for coming to cel-

ebrate our country’s Fourth of July 
in our Island City.

— Barbara Price, Fourth of 
July Parade Committee Chair

Help get rid of plastic
Editor:

An old guy visits the beach 
behind Encinal High School several 
days a week. Sometimes he sits on 
the sand to watch terns and pelicans, 
or the glow of a sunset on the Bay, 
but mostly he walks along the tide-
line picking up debris and putting it 
in a bucket. 

When it’s full he empties it into a 
bin over by the toilets. He collects all 
things plastic: cutlery, water bottles, 
bottle caps, coffee cups, bags, chunks 
of Styrofoam, gloves, fishing stuff and 
more.

He picks up a lot of coffee cups. 
He wonders sometimes as he dumps 
them in his bucket what the curvy 
Starbucks mermaid would think if she 
came to life, glided into the waves, 
and found her image on plastic cups 
slowly drifting on the sun-sparkled 
tide.

He read that 1 million plastic 
water bottles are manufactured every 
minute. He read that plastic debris in 
the oceans is as big an environmental 
problem as global warming and that 
90 percent of sea-birds have plastic in 
their guts. Some days, especially after 
strong winds, there’s so much plastic 
debris on the beach he can clean just 
a few yards before his aging back 
starts hurting. But he keeps going.

If you’re touched by his story 
here are two things you can do. Take 
a bucket to the beach and gather 
plastic debris. Don’t buy plastic bot-
tles of drinking water. They’re totally 
unnecessary (tap water is fine!) and 

they’re creating a huge environmental 
problem.

Managers at Safeway, Lucky and 
Trader Joe’s stores: Are you reading 
this?

— Emmanuel Williams

In humanity’s name
Editor:

Saturday, July 15, is the national 
day of action to say “No, in the name 
of humanity, we refuse to accept a 
fascist America.”

In Alameda, we have gathered to 
proclaim our commitment to inclu-
sivity and peace at our weekly noon 
vigils since Jan. 14. This Saturday 
we will join people in 17 other cities 
around the country to focus on the 
“no to fascism” message: 

The Earth and the species that 
inhabit it — including human-
ity — should sustain life and not be 
despoiled by ignorance, greed, intol-
erance, hatred and disregard for sci-
ence. We will not accept the cruelty 
and brutal future promoted by the 
White House.

n Immigrants are not “illegals” or 
criminals, to be demonized, terror-
ized, hunted down, locked up, and 
thrown out. 

n Muslims and refugees are not 
people to be shunned, banned and 
cast out to be swallowed up by 
oceans and wars.

n Women and LGBTQ people are 
not objects to be grabbed, demeaned, 
victimized and denied their funda-
mental right to control their repro-
duction and how they choose to live. 

n Blacks and Latinos are not peo-
ple to be denied the right even to 
live, gunned down by the police with 
impunity, incarcerated in genocidal 
numbers and denied basic rights. 

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Alameda is part of an economi-

cally vibrant region that benefits 
us all. But that very strength cre-
ates challenges for our residents, 
including a high cost of housing 
that makes it difficult for AUSD 
to hire new teachers and forces 
many who work in the Bay Area to 
commute long distances, contrib-
uting to freeway congestion and 
air pollution. Which is why the 
state of California mandates that 
its cities help address the severe 
housing shortage.

One way the state does this is 
by requiring efforts to increase 
affordable housing opportunities 
including “accessory dwelling 
units” (ADU), attached or de-
tached residential units such as 
basement apartments, additions 
to existing single-family residenc-
es or small backyard cottages. A 
new state law requires cities to 
streamline the approval of ADUs, 
noting that: 

n ADUs provide housing for 
family members, students, the 
elderly, in-home health care pro-
viders, the disabled and others, at 
below market prices within exist-
ing neighborhoods.

n Homeowners who create 
ADUs benefit from added income 
and an increased sense of security.

n Allowing ADUs in single-fam-
ily or multifamily residential zones 
provides additional rental housing 
opportunities in California.

n ADUs can reduce housing 
costs to meet the needs of exist-
ing and future residents within 
existing neighborhoods, while re-
specting architectural character. 

Alameda has these same 
needs. The City Council has heard 
from residents who hope to build 
a small home on their property 
so their elderly parents can live 
near them. And from seniors who 
want to downsize from the house 
where they raised a family to a 
smaller, more accessible home 
where they can “age in place” 
while renting their larger home to 
provide income. Many multigen-
erational families rely on grand-
parents to provide childcare for 
busy working parents and want 
them to live nearby. 

While there is no one solu-
tion to the shortage of afford-
ably priced housing in Alameda, 
ADUs help address this challenge. 
These smaller sized units can be 
“affordable by design”; they cost 
less because they are small and 
efficiently designed.

And Alameda must comply 
with state law. Any city regulations 
that are inconsistent with the new 
law become null and void.

Alameda needs ADUs as part 
of its housing strategy, but must 
assure they are consistent with 
Alameda’s character. For this 
reason, the City Council recently 
passed an ordinance regulating 
construction of ADUs, but also di-

rected staff to provide an annual 
report on its implementation, 
the first report to occur in six 
months. Through this monitoring 
process, Council and the commu-
nity will be able to track the re-
sults of this ordinance annually to 
determine if additional changes 
are needed, within the limits of 
state law, as we continually work 
to balance the need to address 
our housing crisis with the need 
to preserve the physical appear-
ance and beauty of our wonderful 
neighborhoods.

Here’s some basic information 
about what this ordinance does 
and does not allow:

n Only one ADU is allowed on 
a parcel that already includes one 
single-family dwelling. Detached 
ADUs must be one-story.

n Maximum ADU size is 1200 
square feet or 50 percent of floor 
area of primary dwelling, which-
ever is less. (Based on housing 
size, most local properties would 
accommodate an ADU of 850 
square feet or less, assuming oth-
er requirements were met.) 

n No more than 60 percent of 
a lot can be covered by combined 
total square footage of all build-
ings and impermeable surfaces 
(e.g. patios and driveways). All 
current setback requirements

Small Units Help 
Solve Big Problems

Commentary

n The people of every coun-
try are not “collateral damage” to 
be subjected to bombing, drone 
strikes, invasions, occupations, the 
threat of nuclear war and a pro-
gram of “America First” that would 
bludgeon them into submission. 

The children, elderly and poor 
of this country and every country 
should have food for sustenance, 
health care, homes to live in and 
not be denied these basic rights for 
the benefit of the few.

To all who agonize and rage at 
what is being done to the people of 
our country and the world, please 
join us on Saturday, noon to 1 p.m. 
at the corner of Park Street and 
Santa Clara Avenue. 

— Ruth Smiler
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