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Joe Heller

Poet Laureate reflects 
on July Fourth

On the 4th,
We turn it inside out:
No monarch for us,

We flap the flag,
With cheek paint,

Red socks, white Keds,
And curly blue laces.

Horses shoe up for their proud 
trot,

Politicians ride in the light,
And every nut and patriot parades,

On bikes festooned  
with streamers,

Alongside marching flautists and 
tubists,

While realtors, scouts and vets 
float along,

Tossing candy to the curb kids,
Who test their independence with 

each lunge, 
Dodging utility trucks,

Mariachi bands, 
Camo jeeps,
Churchers,

Flirty dancers,
Moms for causes,

The Queer community,
All hauled by thick men driving 

flatbed trucks.
Hawthorne got it right in  

The Scarlet Letter —
We regularly need to see the fram-

ing,
The connective tissue,

The persona responsible watching 
over us,

For the wilderness is just over 
there,

Maybe closer now than ever 
before,

Full of bogeypersons looking to 
manifest their destiny. 

— Gene Kahane

Small things can  
make a difference
Editor:

Many of us are challenged by 
the concern for the divide in our 
government, and particularly what 
it is doing to our country and our 
image around the globe.  A number 
of us have decided to at least take 
the step following several program 
creator’s there, and boycott Fox 
News, its advertisers and spon-
sors as it seems to be a source 
of some dangerous propaganda. 
(Read Madeleine Albright’s latest 
book: Fascism: A Warning!)

Since the 1980s, we’ve been 
happy to watch the Channel 2 
news at 10 p.m. and shows such 
as The Big Bang Theory. We’ve par-
ticularly enjoyed Frank Somerville, 
Julie Haener and Mark Ibanez. We 
are generally glad for great media 
analysis, and theirs is relatively 
neutral.

However, we have come to real-
ize that we can no longer watch, 
even this relatively “neutral” news 
station, when the parent company 
is spewing untruths and support-
ing people like Sean Hannity and 
Laura Ingraham.  (Truly, Fox News 
is the voice of a narrow segment of 
our nation that seems angry, racist 
and supportive of no restrictions 
on automatic weapons. Although 
I’ve not felt it locally, the greater 
network and its sponsors seem 
geared to propaganda of the divi-
sive tactics of the current admin-
istration.)

The current U.S. President 
has supported the National Rifle 
Association, has failed to remedy 
previous harms for immigrants 
and their families and, in fact, has 
compounded the difficulties for 
them. He and the Fox News chan-
nel seem opposed to everything 
good our country has stood for 
since its founding.

Therefore, our family, hundreds 
of local friends and many others 
across the country, are announc-
ing that we have stopped watching 
Fox News. We are sending peti-
tions and letters of “Boycott” to 
its sponsors and advertisers, and 
by this means, are suggesting this 
small step to Alameda Sun read-
ers. If enough of us do this, then it 
could make a difference in letting 
Fox know that its audience is being 
reduced.

We join Modern Family cre-
ator Steve Levitan who, in pro-
test for Fox’s support of the NRA, 
has announced he wants to leave 
Fox’s TV studio after the Disney-
Comcast bidding war for it is 
decided. He joins director, Paul 
Feig and Family Guy creator and 
star Seth MacFarlane in expressing 
their disdain for Fox News.

“We hope you will join us in 
this small step to alert this station 
to at least shut off its vitriol and 
propaganda!”

— Diane Foster Hannigan  
& Peter Hannigan

Reprehensible conduct
Editor:

Stephen Slauson’s letter (“Prove 
U.S. Citizenship,” June 28) is an 
insult to common due process 
of our country. If one makes a 
claim such as his regarding Assm. 
Rob Bonta’s citizenship, then it is 
Slauson’s burden to prove that nei-
ther of Bonta’s parents became a 
naturalized citizen.

Stooping to this level to attempt 
to win a campaign is reprehensible 
and uncivil conduct. A candidate 
looking to represent people of this 
district should display a modicum 
of integrity.

Slauson should be focusing on 
the issues affecting the people of 
this district. Otherwise, he should 
not be considered a serious can-
didate.

— Sharon & David Braz

Recent letter horrifying
Editor:

I was horrified by Rob Bonta’s  
vitriolic letter (“Birther Movement 
Comes to Alameda,” July 5). I under-
stand that his feelings have been 
hurt and his friend has been criti-
cized. Apparently he is not mature 
enough to handle that. His race-
baiting response is beyond repre-
hensible.

Bonta certainly has every right 
to defend himself, his friends and 
their policies. Reasoned, even 
strongly worded arguments are an 
important part of civil discourse 
and governance. If Bonta has any 
such arguments he chose not to use 
them. Instead he chose to attack 
the motives and morality of all of 
those who disagree with him and 
simply brand them as racists.

Let’s be clear. Our Vice Mayor’s 
ethnicity or gender does not make 
her ideas or policies correct or 
sound. They do not shield her from 
disagreement or criticism. Even her 
vote count from the last election 
does not make her infallible.

Bonta’s reaction is not just child-
ish, it’s dangerous. He thinks him-
self progressive and forward think-
ing, but he has shown himself to 
be intolerant and repressive. He 
is much too comfortable showing 
contempt for a considerable num-
ber of his constituents. We should 
all remember this when it comes 
time to vote.

— Mike Fennelly

Another response  
to same letter 
Editor:

We’re writing today about Assm. 
Rob Bonta’s letter. There is no 
denying that many of the exam-
ples he cited in his letter (“Birther 
Movement comes to Alameda,” July 
5) are disgusting examples of rac-
ism, hate and bigotry. However, in 
true politician style, he’s diverting 
attention from the issue at hand 
— as quoted in the [recall peti-
tion advertisement contained in 
the] June 21 issue of the Alameda 
Sun, the grounds for recall are, 
“Improper handling of the City 
Manager Jill Keimach matter.”  

Bonta is trying to create the 
perception that the recall is about 
being a hater. He’s using a com-
pletely separate issue, that’s front-
and-center in the news today, to 
squelch the recall effort and divert 
the attention of Alamedans away 
from the real issue at hand: the lack 
of ethics of certain City Council 
members around the selection of 
the Fire Chief and how taxpayers 
will be footing the bill for the deal to 
get Jill Keimach to walk away from 
her accusations and any related 
litigation.

For the record, we have had 
nothing to do with this petition 
or Stephen Slauson whose ethics 
are also questionable based on 
the recent editorial (“The Slauson 
Connection,” July 5) and certainly 
don’t condone any of the behavior 
mentioned in Bonta’s letter. What 
inspired this letter was seeing yet 
another politician playing political 
games to sway the masses who 
aren’t paying close attention. And 
for those who are, his letter is just 
plain insulting.  

Quit with the smoke and mirrors, 
Mr. Bonta. Racism, hatred and big-
otry are important issues — issues 
that need to be addressed for sure. 
At the same time, the conduct of our 
city officials around the selection of 
the Fire Chief by the City Manager, 
and how the Jill Keimach matter 
was handled all the way through — 
well, those are also important issues 
that all of us should understand and 
remember at election time. They are 
also separate issues which, as far as 
we can tell, are solely what the recall 
petition is about.

— Lauren & Paul Picciani

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to individuals and 
groups who have contributed to the 
Midway Shelter for abused women 
and their children. A number of 
the listed donors have contributed 
several times during June.

The shelter would like to thank 
C.J. Kingsley, Thomas & Judith 

Johansing, Carl & Louise Champion,  
Leslie & Kerry Kurasaki, Barbara 
Anderson, Carolyn West, Claudia 
Jagels, Virginia Krutilek and 
Cheryl Schwartz for their dona-
tions. First Congregational Church 
made a generous contribution as 
did: the Alameda Welfare Council, 
Keith & Anne Nealy, Kristen Kepler, 
Alameda Christian Reformed 
Church, Catherine Atcheson, Louis 
Toepfer and the fifth grade at St 
.Joseph Elementary School.

Thanks are also due to: Muriel 
Roth, Wilbur Hieb, Eric Fethe, 
Glory Styles, Peter & Kate Hand, 
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, Kathy McIntire, Mary 
Butler, Christine Buck and Paula 
Patillo-Dupree. The Bay Area 
Chinese Bible Church donated last 
month along with Lance & Sandra 
Russum in memory of Phyllis 
Maccario, Andrew Nikitaras, Joel 
Dawson, A. John Kammer, Vince 
Harrington, Rita & Glen Larson, 
Norma Arnerich, Henry Bray, Ed 
Simon, Margaret Van Ness and 
Donald Urbonas. 

The women and children of the 
Midway Shelter also thank: the 
Pipkin-McGrath family, Gabrielle 
Dolphin, Louis Toepfer, Mary Scott, 
Mary Buck, Bank of Marin, Jean 
Wolslegel and the Grodzki-Drumms. 
One donor chose to remain anony-
mous in June.

Donations may be sent to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda 94501. For fur-
ther information call 357-0205, Ext. 
206 or go to midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

Marina helps everyone
Editor:

A pair of studies on the status of 
the Bay Area’s housing crisis dem-
onstrate how far communities have 
to go in order to meet current hous-
ing needs — let alone future ones.

The Association of Bay Area 
Governments estimated that 
between 2011 and 2015 the Bay 

Area created 500,000 new jobs, yet 
built only 60,000 new housing units, 
a remarkable unbalance of supply 
and demand that lit the fire under 
the skyrocketing housing costs.

Then last week, the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) released a map 
showing how long it would take 
Bay Area cities to reach their 2040 
housing goals based on the cur-
rent level of housing construction. 
While there was no specific figure 
released for Alameda, all the com-
munities near the urban centers of 
San Francisco and Oakland fared 
poorly in the survey. Oakland itself 
wouldn’t meet its housing goals 
until the year 2295.

In short, the region is hundreds 
of years behind meeting even mod-
est population growth estimates 
with new housing. The only plac-
es that are meeting their housing 
goals are the communities far from 
the job centers, which forces more 
people to drive greater distances to 
work and clogs the roadways.

Alameda needs to be a part of 
the region’s housing solution, one 
project at a time. The Alameda 
Marina project being considered 
by City Council next week would 
add more than 700 new housing 
units, many of them deeded afford-
able. The project would convert a 
property long used for industrial 
purposes into a mixed-use develop-
ment that retains its historic char-
acter while cleaning up the toxins 
left over from heavy industry.

Every community has a respon-
sibility to do its part to meet the 
region’s housing needs, Alameda 
included. The marina is a step in 
the right direction.

— Paul Anzel 
East Bay for Everyone 

Name the donors
Editor:

wFrancisco Chronicle which 
seems to make perfect sense in 
our current political climate. I have 

adapted the letter to more closely 
relate to our local Alameda govern-
ment, namely our elected Mayor 
and City Council members.  

Watching NASCAR races, I see 
each driver has the names of their 
sponsors or contributor’s logos dis-
played for all to see and acknowl-
edge on their racing jackets.

Why not require the Mayor and 
each City Council person to do the 
same to acknowledge each con-
tributor or donor of his or her 
campaign? At all public meetings 
and appearances the Mayor and 
Councilmembers would wear nice-
ly tailored blazers complete with 
names and logos of those who 
donated to their political success. 
This way the public would be made 
well aware of that person’s bene-
factors or special interests when 
they vote on public employee’s con-
tracts and proposals submitted by 
developers.

I would add the the size of the 
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Jeff Cambra
When I read last week’s letter to 

the editor from the City of Alameda 
Democratic Club’s Co- President 
Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin, (“Hoping 
cooler heads prevail in housing cri-
sis,” July 5) I was so pleased and 
humbled. First, I want to thank the 
club for recognizing my efforts to 
get the word out that the City of 
Alameda has implemented renter 
protections that allow all renters 
to challenge a rent increase of any 
amount, grants the Rent Review 
Advisory Committee (RRAC) the 
authority to issue binding and 
enforceable decisions for residents 
living in non-exempt units and facing 
rent increases more than 5 percent. 
It also requires property owners to 
pay relocation assistance when a 
resident in good standing is asked 
to vacate the unit, and caps the rent 
on these units to no more than 5 
percent on the next resident. Thanks 
to these provisions, the number of 
residents facing large rent increases 
has dropped, and the incentive to 
terminate residents in order to raise 
rents has all but vanished.

I would like to alleviate the 
club’s big concerns about “the 
‘Wall Street crowd’ and the ability 
of the RRAC to effectively protect 
tenants caught in the crossfire of 
international developers ...” The 
vast majority of the rental prop-
erties in Alameda are owned by 
individuals, couples, family trusts 
and small closely held partner-
ships. Alameda does have a limited 

number of large complexes like 
the Beach and Tennis Club and 
Summerhouse, which are owned 
by large corporations. However, 
the City’s Rent Stabilization and 
Limitations on Evictions Ordinance 
applies equally to both small and 
large, property owners, and the 
RRACs procedures and enforce-
ment provisions are not diminished 
by who the owner is or the size of 
the property.

The club’s characterization of 
“A war chest of millions is being 
amassed to be used in a firestorm 
of negative political ads” may be 
overstating the dollars. According 
to Steve Tavares, a local journal-
ist who wrote in the July 6 issue 
of Alameda Magazine, “Landlords 
who own property in Alameda 
have raised a whopping $350,000 
...” He also confirmed that the 
money being contributed to the 
campaign came from individuals 
or companies that owned property 
in Alameda. His list did not con-
tain the names of any international 
developers.

Most important, I want to clear 
up any confusion regarding my 
role as a member of the RRAC. The 
club’s suggestion that because I am 
a “director of RRAC” (actually I am 
the current chair) and that is a factor 
that puts me “in a unique position to 
carry an olive branch” is misplaced. 
The sole role of a RRAC member is to 
try and bring residents and housing 
providers together with the goal of 
having the parties develop their own 

mutually beneficial resolution. If the 
parties are not able to resolve the 
dispute, then it is the duty of each 
committee member to determine a 
“fair resolution.”

My only purpose for being on 
the RRAC was the desire to bring 
more than 15 years of mediation 
experience to the process in hopes 
of having the parties resolve their 
own disputes by better understand-
ing and empathizing with the needs 
of the other party and the impact 
their action is having on the other 
party. Additionally, my experience 
as a litigator, hearing officer and 
pro-tem judge would contribute to 
the committee’s objective of mak-
ing a recommendation that would 
be a fair resolution to the dispute.

I am humbled by the club’s rec-
ognition of my efforts as a private 
member of our community to get 
the word out about the City’s rent 
provisions and as a legal profes-
sional in providing no-charge assis-
tance and advice to those Alameda 
residents in need of support and 
guidance. I want to extend a heart-
felt thank you! I am honored by 
the acknowledgement. In regards 
to the club’s request to “broker 
a truce” regarding the upcoming 
election, I will give this serious 
consideration and respond in the 
coming weeks.

Jeff Cambra is an Alameda-based 
mediator and attorney.

Thank You, Dem Club
Commentary


