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Apology in order
Editor:

Councilmember Jim Oddie and 
his circle have perfected the art 
of contriving offenses to gener-
ate faux outrage against political 
opponents.

But Oddie, at a recent meeting, 
has taken it too far. By exploiting 
a person of color to contrive faux 
outrage against a fellow council-
member, to score political points, 
he is guilty of a perverse kind 
of racism-based exploitation of a 
member of the Alameda people of 
color community.

He owes his fellow council-
members, and all of Alameda, an 
apology.

— David Howard

Quieting concert noise
Editor:

Los Angeles has a creative solu-
tion to the problem created by the 
noise from the Hip-Hop concert 
noise held aboard the Hornet over 
Memorial Day weekend. The con-
cert was held from the afternoon 
until 10 p.m. and some reported 
their annoyance. 

Many feel that Alameda needs 
progressive, happening events 
occurring locally for today’s 
Millennials and Gen X and Y’ers. 
like the Soiled Dove, which has 
received no complaints because 
all performance noise is contained 
within its tent.  

In the case of the Hornet’s cel-
ebration featuring some of Rap’s 
biggest name acts; the promoters 
thought it had to be held out-
doors to accommodate the thou-
sands  there to hear Wyclef Jean, 
Wu-Tang Clan, and more, do their 
things.

Alameda could look to Los 
Angeles where the performers are  
in sound-proof venues. The over-
flow crowds wear state-of-the-art 
headphones so only they hear or 
receive the audio. That’s also a 
brilliant solution to concert-goers 
wanting to talk to each other with-
out having to yell loudly. They just 
remove their headphones briefly, 
then put them back on.

A bit complex, but it might sat-
isfy everyone and allow our city to 
stay in the mainstream.

— Mike Lano

No obligation
Editor:

In reference to the recent arti-
cle “Pride Divides Council,” June 
15, in this country each individual 
is guaranteed the absolute “right” 

to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
Happiness as each feels desirable.

However, there is no guarantee 
of “acceptance” or “equality” for 
any individual. Essentially, we are 
all born naked and that’s just about 
it. So long as one individual does 
not physically impede or cause 
harm to another there is no obliga-
tion towards another person.

According to former President 
Barack Obama, America is not a 
Christian nation!

Under this venue there is noth-
ing binding anyone to any sense 
of common decency. I am free 
to “hate!” But if America were 
a Christian nation and I was a 
Christian-oriented individual I 
would have an obligation to treat 
every individual with the same 
respect and consideration that I 
would desire for myself. This does 
not mean that I must abrogate 
the moral belief I have chosen to 
govern my life.

There are folks in the gay com-
munity that I see and work with 
almost daily.

These are good, outstanding 
people. That they may have cho-
sen a life style contrary to mine is 
irrelevant to me, and none of my 
business. But in that consideration 
I have no obligation to celebrate 
with them, nor have I reason to 
apologize for not doing so, and 
neither does Mayor Trish Spencer.

— Bruce Elerick

Praise the educator 
Editor:

I have recently read about one 
of our local high school teach-
ers, Kevin Gorham of Encinal High 
School, who received the teach-
er of the year award from the 
Alameda Unified School District. 
This is great news because as a 
community, we must recognize 
and appreciate our educators. 
They foster the next generation 
and instill into them the values 
from our humble community.

I am writing as a former stu-
dent (class of 2008) and during my 
senior year, Mr. Gorham taught my 
class a variety of lessons, some of 
which I still use today. One les-
son in particular was the concept 
of how to have civil and open 
dialogues among peers, primar-
ily regarding political and cultural 
issues of the time. 

He demonstrated the Socratic 
method and how to look at issues 
objectively rather than collec-
tively. He showed great care and 
passion in his lectures and lesson 
plans. Also, rather than simply fol-
lowing a rigid lesson outline, Mr. 

Gorham would take time to listen 
and to help his students under-
stand the material he presents.

In a time of aggressive politi-
cal and cultural uncertainty, I take 
great solace in knowing that there 
are educators like Kevin Gorham 
in our community who work hard 
for his students so that they will 
mature into respectable adults. 
Whether his side roles as an ath-
letic coach or involvement with 
Encinal’s morning radio shows, his 
contributions to our community’s 
youth should be met with great 
praise and recognition.

— Jordan Ma

Childish behavior
Editor:

As a 25-year resident of 
Alameda, your reporting on the 
June 6 City of Alameda LGBTQ 
Pride Month ceremony and atten-
dant childish behavior caused me 
some discomfort.

The fact that an event orga-
nized to celebrate Alameda’s repu-
tation as a welcoming, inclusive 
and evolving community was tar-
nished by a small group with the 
desires to look backward, hold 
grudges and allow our elected offi-
cials to engage in their own petty 
grievances with the Mayor caused 
my discomfort.

Your article (“Pride Divides 
Council,” June 15) included two 
photos. One featured a large crowd 
gathered to celebrate under a Pride 
Flag on the City Hall steps includ-
ing the Mayor. The other showed a 
much smaller group, those refusing 
to recognize Mayor Trish Spencer 
because of a transgression when 
she served on the School Board 
nearly 10 years ago. This group 
included, unfortunately, Vice 
Mayor Vella and Councilmembers 
Matarrese, Oddie and Ashcraft.

A ceremony organized to show 
community solidarity was used 
instead as a childish display of 
grudge-holding and political grand-
standing.

I applaud city staff who orga-
nized the event, Mayor Spencer, 
the three members of the LGBTQ 
community who chose to accept 
the Proclamation for what it was 
meant to be (a celebration of 
Community by a Community) and 
the hundreds who stood under 
the Pride Flag on the steps of 
City Hall.

For the small group who chose 
to make the event a time to hold 
grudges and score political points, 
I suggest that they grow up and 
recognize the welcoming, inclu-
sive and evolving community that 
Alameda is and will continue to be.

— Bill Ingalls

Tobacco ban undermines 
harm reduction
Editor:

With San Francisco’s June 22 
vote, the Bay Area is one step clos-
er to banning flavored e-cigarettes 
and watching its proud history 
of fighting public health crises 
through harm reduction disappear 
in a puff of smoke.

England’s Royal College of 
Physicians reports e-cigarettes are 
95 percent less harmful than tra-
ditional tobacco cigarettes since 
users inhale vapor instead of 
smoke laden with the carcinogen-
ic byproducts of burning. A new 
study from Penn State’s College of 
Medicine shows e-cigarettes are 
less addictive and offer a promis-
ing step down from traditional 
tobacco: 93 percent of vapers can 
call themselves “former smokers” 
thanks to e-cigarettes.

By failing to differentiate 
between cigarettes or cigars and 
smokeless e-cigarettes or vapes 
(which don’t contain tobacco but 
are almost exclusively flavored), 
San Francisco’s ban threatens to 
undermine current smokers’ abil-
ity to reduce the burden tobacco 
wields over their lives.

The LGBT community out-
smokes other Californians 2-to-1. 
After the successes of harm reduc-
tion in fighting HIV/AIDS with free 
condoms and needle exchanges, 
the tobacco issue sadly seems 
to have convinced City Hall that 
preaching abstinence and cross-
ing their fingers is the best way to 
combat tobacco addiction.

— Gregory T. Angelo
President, Log Cabin 

Republicans

Senators must maintain 
patient protections
Editor:

I am an advocate for the com-
munity of individuals impacted by 
celiac disease, non-celiac gluten 
and wheat sensitivity. I write to 
urge you to stand with us to ensure 
the stability for chronic disease 
patients as the United States Senate 
considers healthcare reform. It is 
my hope that the Senate will pre-
serve key patient protections and 
respect the circumstances of those 
combating chronic illnesses. 

Any proposal must maintain 
crucial patient protections that 
promote access and prevent finan-
cial hardships. Specifically, any 
Senate proposal must prohibit pre-
existing condition discrimination.

Celiac disease is often underdi-
agnosed and even joked about. It 
is, in fact, a serious condition that 
alters people’s lives. This disease is 
a chronic auto-immune disease that 
has the ability to take someone’s 
life. I have struggled with this con-
dition since I was little and it took 
20 years to finally get diagnosed. 
The damage can be permanent if 
it takes too long to diagnose. It is 
crucial for us to be fully involved in 
the matters of our health. 

— Allyson Seals

Society must come first
Editor: 

Is it my understanding that City 
Council and staunch Democratic 
Party member Jim Oddie is pushing 
for the public not to sign a petition 
that would put a rent measure on 
the ballot. So now the Democratic 
Party is in support of curtailing the 
simplest of democratic practices, 
the right of the public to choose. 

Shame on politicians who fight 
this very principle that our Country 
is based on. I think this act has 
finally forced me to change political 
party registration from Democratic 
to Independent. Our overall society 
needs to come first, not some party 

affiliation. 
I would like to make it clear that 

I support neither the landlords nor 
the renters in this issue. 

— Kurt Peterson

Stalwart board member
Editor:

Thank you, Ronald Curtis, 
for saying no to new homes at 
Alameda Landing (“Planning 
Approves 700 More Homes,” June 
22). Thank you for recognizing 
the traffic situation. Maybe you’ve 
been stuck in traffic on that side 
of Alameda? Many of us have, and 
not necessarily during commute 
hours. When traffic halts in and 
around the tunnel, or, when all 
bridges go up all of a sudden, 
there goes the blood pressure. 
Enough already!

City Councilmembers prob-
ably do not visit the West End, 
have never been stuck or been in 
a waiting traffic backup. Too many 
cars! Too many people! Our family 
has owned our home since 1964. 
Alameda is no longer the quiet 
island with the small-town atmo-
sphere.  

What you all should fix is the 
increasing crime: drugs, DUIs, rob-
beries and thefts, and, get this — 
prostitution, now happening here. 
Dealing with these issues is more 
important than more houses. I do 
not understand why the Island has 
to go that route. I do think our little 
Island eventually will sink.

— R. P. Cordova

Editor’s note: The Alameda Sun 
incorrectly reported that the develop-
er planned to build 700 new homes. 
In fact, the developer’s plans would 
bring the total new homes to 700. 

League weighs in
Editor:

The recent letter “City should 
ban paid signature gatherers,” 
June 22, discussed a petition 
in circulation that would alter 
Alameda City Ordinance 3180, 

recently passed by the City 
Council. As one of the organi-
zations addressed in the letter 
the League of Women Voters 
shares the writer’s concern 
that the accuracy of informa-
tion presented to voters by 
petition signature gatherers is 
ensured.

When approached by indi-
viduals gathering signatures 
we urge voters to ask the fol-
lowing questions before sign-
ing any petition. 

• What does the measure 
seek to accomplish? Do you 
agree with those goals? Is the 
measure seeking changes that 
are consistent with your ideas 
about government? Do you 
think the proposed changes 
will make things better?

• Is it complex? If so, it may 
require thorough legislative 
examination.

• Is it confusing? If so, it 
may require court interpreta-
tion or resolution.

Leland Traiman
Eight years ago a group of 

LGBT activists worked to get an 
anti-bullying lesson, Lesson 9, 
inserted into Alameda schools’ 
curriculum. The sole Latina on 
Alameda’s school board, Trish 
Spencer who is now our mayor, 
supported the idea and spoke 
about having been bullied in 
school because of her ethnicity. 
Unfortunately, the LGBT leader-
ship insisted Lesson 9 only apply 
to the LGBT community. This was 
their non-negotiable demand. 

The LGBT leadership had 
arrived at this unfortunate strat-
egy without any input from the 
LGBT community at large. The 
organization they formed to 
support Lesson 9 was run by a 
steering committee that met in 
secret. No one other than the self-
appointed leaders were allowed to 
attend steering committee meet-
ings. It was even impossible to get 
a complete list of steering commit-
tee members. 

Since they did not want any 
input from their own community, 
why would they be willing to have 
any meaningful discussions with 

anyone else? Compromise was not 
in their vocabulary.

Spencer wanted a broader 
application of Lesson 9 to include 
racial and religious minorities and 
the disabled. Unfortunately, mean-
ingful discussion and compromise 
with the LGBT leadership was off 
the table. In the face of this stone 
wall Spencer stood her ground on 
principle. Then all hell broke loose. 
Homophobic crazies came out of 
the woodwork to oppose Lesson 9, 
and an issue that could easily have 
won unanimous school board sup-
port caused a tremendous amount 
of hurt in our community. 

Spencer tried diplomacy but 
the LGBT leadership saw nothing 
to discuss. Instead they falsely 
vilified her as a homophobe. Eight 
years later, Mayor Spencer is still 
wrongfully vilified by these activ-
ists. Thankfully, a majority of the 
LGBT community has moved on. 
Those who have observed Mayor 
Spencer’s words and actions know 
her to be a friend of the LGBT 
community. However, those who 
still cling to the ugly mythology 
about our mayor have never pub-
licly recognized their own respon-

sibility in this debacle. 
Another aspect which has never 

been publicly discussed before is 
that the self-appointed leadership 
was almost entirely white. The fact 
that they chose not to compromise 
or even, in any authentic way, dis-
cuss compromise with the school 
board’s sole Latina, a victim of 
bullying herself, can only be iden-
tified as racism. These self-same 
activists are still trying to bully the 
mayor and blame her for their own 
failings. This is both racism and, 
ironically, bullying.

Leland Traiman, LGBT activist 
for 47 years, the author of several 
pieces of pro-LGBT legislation, for-
mer coordinator of the Gay Men’s 
Health Collective. He ran an LGBT 
fertility service for 20 years.

Activists Blame Mayor 
for Own Bad Actions

Commentary

Spencer tried 
diplomacy but the 
LGBT leadership 
saw nothing to 
discuss.
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