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Joe Heller

Prove U.S. citizenship
Editor:

Members of the Filipino-
American community have stated 
to me that Assm. Rob Bonta is not 
a U.S. citizen. I checked this out by 
contacting Bonta’s office and ask-
ing, “When did Mr. Bonta become 
a naturalized U.S. citizen, because 
he was born in the Philippines on 
Sept. 22, 1972.” His office stated 
that he was not a naturalized citi-
zen and didn’t need to be a natural-
ized citizen because his father was 
an American citizen. His office reit-
erated that Bonta was an American 
citizen even though he was born in 
the Philippines because his father 
was an American citizen. 

I checked the background on 
Bonta’s father and found he was 
born in the Phillippines in 1942, 
and his mother was born in the 
Phillippines in 1938. I have not 
found any proof that either of 
Bonta’s parents became natural-
ized U.S. citizens. Bonta’s office did 
not provide any proof that either 
of his parents were naturalized 
U.S. citizens. In order for Bonta to 
be an American citizen, either his 
father or mother must have been a 
naturalized U.S. citizen on or before 
Sept. 22, 1972.

Rob Bonta needs to provide 
proof of his U.S. citizenship to clear 
up this issue.

— Stephen Slauson

Support for new project
Editor:

As the veterans’ director of the 
Bay Area Association of Disabled 
Sailors (BAADS), I want to lend my 
support to the owners and opera-
tors of Alameda Marina and all they 
are doing for its residents. I have 
moored my boat at the marina for 
the past 15 years, and I can tell 
you honestly that BAADS has never 
received better support.

The estuary is one of the best 
places in the area for “newbies,” 
beginner and disabled sailors, to 
safely learn how to sail. The swells 
are small, and there are lots of 
places to pull over if someone has 
difficulty. In the past, slips were 
hard to come by in the estuary and 
terribly maintained.

But these marina owners have not 
only donated slips for BAADS’s boats, 
they have offered to donate addition-
al boats to BAADS if we need them for 
our disabled sailing program. There’s 
talk now of allowing BAADS to use 
classroom space for sailing classes at 
the marina, and we’re in discussions 
over how to make the marina even 
more accessible for wheelchairs. 
They are even looking at a crane to 
assist the disabled into their boats.

The marina has already thrown 
three “get to know your neighbor” 
events where BAADS could reach 
out and find additional volunteers 
to help our organization encourage 
and enable disabled people to sail. 

Alameda Marina has made 
BAADS feel encouraged and wel-
come. We’re in total support of 
their plans to improve the marina, 
and we look forward to working 
with them in the years ahead on 
ways to expand our program to 
benefit other disabled sailors.

— Jeff Breen, BAADS  
Veterans Director

Peddling and meddling
Editor:

Hooray to David Greene (“Voter 
Takes City to Task,” June 7) for tar-
ring certain members of our City 
Council with influence peddling and 
meddling. Too bad the rest of the 
Council and City Attorney, Janet 
Kern, won’t take them to task and 
boot them off the Council as they 
should. But I imagine the issues of 
impartiality hit too close for comfort 
for everyone who ever runs and wins 
elected office. So, in embarrassing 
times like these, they close ranks 
and look the other way, and the 
guilty blame others for the resulting 
troubles when they are exposed. We 
have seen all this play out here.  

One participant in this sordid 
mess that is getting a misplaced 
rap however, at least in my mind, 
is the firefighters’ union. That the 
union employed pressure tactics 
to try to get their man selected 
as fire chief seems clear, such as 
convincing all those ranking public 
officials to write endorsements to 
City Manager, Jill Keimach, to try 
to sway her decision to pick the 
union’s choice. 

Those endorsements did not, I 
suspect, materialize spontaneously 
in the writers’ hearts but as quid 
pro quo requests from the union. 
“We helped get you elected; now we 
want you to write the City Manager 
and promote our choice as chief.” 

Each of them having accept-
ed campaign donations from the 
union complied. Is that so wrong?  
Distasteful, yes, but legally OK.  
The union’s business, after all, is to 
help its members increase wages, 
retirement and medical benefits.  
The union was simply doing its job. 

One may question the generos-
ity of the financial package fire 
and other public safety person-
nel get in wages, medical coverage 
and retirement, but put the blame 
where it rightly belongs, on our 
elected officials, from City Council 
members up to the Governor — 
who accept campaign money from 
special-interest groups then negoti-

ate and approve their benefits for 
the public to pay for.  

— Ralph Joy

Honor straw ordinance
Dear City of Alameda:

I think it is great that our city 
passed the law about only giving 
diners straws upon request, but it 
does not seem that anyone is fol-
lowing it. Twice recently, when my 
family has gone out to eat, we were 
given straws even when we didn’t 
ask for them.

Once, they even unwrapped the 
straw and put it in our drink!

We need to make sure all the 
restaurants know about and are 
following our new law. It doesn’t 
do much good to have a rule that 
nobody abides by.  

Go Alameda!
— Madeleine Canavese, age 11

Outrage at schools idea
Editor: 

Instead of forming a committee 
to look into the merging of Alameda 
and Encinal high schools, I would 
suggest that we form a committee 
to recall any School Board member 
who thinks the idea is feasible. What 
an insult to the West End of Alameda. 
What an idiotic proposition.

Who would send their child all 
the way across town to go to a high 
school of close to 3,000 students? 
And which end of town are we talk-
ing about? The West End, naturally. 
Do you think those in the East End 
of Alameda would even think about 
having their children attend Encinal?

Someone has lost it. Now that the 
old, renovated Alameda High School 
(AHS) comes closer to completion, 
what are we going to do with that 
piece of junk that now houses AHS? 
The day the helicopter crashed into 
the atrium of the “new” AHS, was the 
day I decided to teach somewhere 
else in the district. I saw it as an 
omen. To perpetuate this horren-
dous mistake is insanity.

People are not checkers or 
chess pieces. They have hopes and 
dreams for their kids. Those hopes 
and dreams have become real at 
Encinal High School (EHS). The 
school is a source of pride to one 
end of our island. The Jets are real, 
and they are really good. My four 
daughters, and recently, one of my 
grandchildren, graduated from EHS. 

If we are to have a citizen group 
to brainstorm about education, 
how about figuring out what to do 
with the buildings that now house 
the Hornets? The renovated histor-
ic AHS will soon be ready for occu-
pancy. The West End of Alameda 
deserves to be honored, too.

— Ashley Jones

Excited about marina
Editor:

As a local and avid boater, I 
want to thank the Planning Board 
for endorsing the Alameda Marina 
development project. Personally, I 
have spent many days at Alameda 
Marina, mostly tinkering with my 
own boating hobby, but also admir-
ing the space and all its potential. 

Although historically the mari-
na has been home to maritime 
and other businesses, the fact is 
the property has been grossly 
underutilized for decades. The 
time has come to make full use of 
the acreage. Our housing needs 
are growing on the Island and the 
commercial component of the 
marina needs to use the space 
more efficiently. Coupled with the 
infrastructure improvements and 
sea-wall repairs, the marina rede-
velopment will improve a very 
large chunk of our waterfront for 
the benefit of residents, businesses 
and boaters alike.

At the end of the day, Alamedans 
have to come to grips with the 
reality that population growth will 
only continue exponentially, forcing 
new housing. Along with new hous-
ing there may be some additional 
traffic that just might slow down 
commutes. 

However, please do not underes-
timate the new generation of public 
transportation and the “ride-share-
obsessed-residents.” More and 
more of our population are shying 
away from driving, instead using 
the many transport services avail-
able at their fingertips. Once the 
dust settles, I truly believe the traf-
fic will be a much smaller concern. 

City Council should follow the 
Planning Board’s lead and approve 
the project.

— Marcel Sengul

Adopt-a-Bed Update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individuals 
and groups who have contributed 
to the Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children last month. 
A number of the listed donors con-
tributed several times in May. 

Our thanks go out to the Pipkin-
McGrath family, Laurie Parks, 
Gabrielle Dolphin, Virginia Kruitilek, 
Christine Buck, Najee & Adilah Bilal, 
Alan & Kathryn Hanley and Mary 
Buck. David Mercado gave generous-
ly along with: First Congregational 
Church, Johanna Schuitema, Jordan 
Kelley, Christopher Buckley, Rich & 
Susan Sherratt, Camilla Whyte and 
Barbara Capo.

We also recognize donors: Gloria 
Nolan, Lee Ann Baker, Andy Drake, 
Gregory Muira, Daniel Kucera, M. 
Jiminez, Craig Valentine, Srinivashan 
Suresh, Rabbitcarole & Ted 
Brassmassery, Paula Patillo-Dupree, 
Robert & Jane Sullwold, Marilyn 
Appezzato and Virginia Wetherill. 
David & Joyce Denyven supported 
the shelter, as did: Antoinette Lajoie, 
Bruce & Kathleen Bothwell, Lynn & 
John Faris, Suzanne Martin, Nadine 
Barbera, David & Valerie Hewitt, 
Doris Neuberger and Lois Pryor. 

We thank the Alameda High School 
Leadership Program (sophomore 
class) for their generous donation 
along with: the Alameda Community 
Fund, Jan Ortner, Barbara Wildman, 
Lance & Sandra Russum, Ursula & 
Ulrich Greczmiel, Jenks Gutters & 
Downspouts, Cathleen Salas and 
Alameda Christian School. Dale 
Marie Price deserves our thanks, 
as does: Regina Panzerino-Dimig, 
Marian Williams, Mr. & Mrs. Douglas 
Linney, Louis Rembrandt, Suzanne 
Bryant, Dan Wilson & Page Tomblin, 
William & Renee Sheehan, Richard 
N. Harkins, Tmara Teiichgraeber, Jay 
Dawson and Tomorr Haximali. Two 
donors chose to remain anonymous.

Donations may be sent to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda 94501. For more 
information, call 357-0205, Ext. 206 
or go to midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek

Letter proves point
Editor:

The open letter from the fire-
fighter’s union (“Open letter from 

firefighters union,” June 14) fur-
ther substantiates my analysis of 
the investigator’s report that sheds 
light on the City Council’s and fire-
fighters’ union’s actions.  

By claiming a lack of transpar-
ency, the open letter tries to dis-
credit the investigator’s work that 
described the fire department’s and 
union’s legitimately questionable 
actions from many discrete sources. 
Let’s be clear, the actions of the fire-
fighters’ union and their supported 
candidates (Vice Mayor Malia Vella 
and Councilmembers Jim Oddie and 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft) were consis-
tently identified and corroborated. 
Contrary to the letter’s assertion, it 
was quite transparent.  

The letter goes on to claim for-
mer City Manager, Jill Keimach, 
had a two-year period of being 
one of the “most dishonest” city 
administrators ever, yet in the next 
sentence, states hiring the new fire 
chief was the union’s first direct 
interaction with her. So, given the 
union didn’t directly work with her 
for most of her time in the posi-
tion, this means the union is either 
engaging in spreading rumors or 
they have had substantiated knowl-
edge of her supposed dishonesty 
and failed to protect the commu-
nity from it for two years. 

Any work anyone does is 
respected. For all of us, there is 
also a commensurate value our 
work must bring. An indicator of 
when a service is not meeting its 
value is when a special-interest 
group (e.g. a union) lobbies with 
significant resources to stack politi-
cal funding sources. In Alameda, 
the firefighters have tarnished their 
own badges.

— David Greene

Our wanna-be dictator
Editor:

So let me get this straight. To 
appease his new best dictator 
buddy, Trump wants to stop “pro-
vocative war games” (Putin’s and 
Kim Jong Un’s words) with our 
Asian allies to, in part, save mil-
lions and millions of dollars. Yet it 
is also determined we need to have 
a military parade down the streets 
of the Washington D.C., which is 
estimated to cost up to $30 million.

Trump wishes “his people” 
would sit up at attention, just like 

the people of North Korea do for 
Kim Jong Un. 

Here is something we should all 
be paying attention to: we have a 
wanna-be American dictator (a.k.a. 
supreme leader) who is beloved by 
the Republican Party, officials and 
voters alike. Scary times.

— Noelle Robbins

Homeless not the issue
Editor:

Thank you for the first article on 
McKay Avenue (“McKay Property’s 
Aim is to Benefit Homeless,” June 
14.) Prior letters and articles have 
not made it clear which popula-
tion is to be housed and served.  
Homeless old people deserve and 
are very much in need of medical 
care, housing and help.

Probably the biggest fear sur-
rounding using the McKay property 
for the homeless are drug addicts. 
Do they also fit into the proposed 
service? If so, how will their needs 
be safely met? Is there a question of 
problems with discarded needles in 
the park? 

I believe that if this fear is 
addressed and allayed, it will be 
much easier for people visiting or 
living near the park to welcome 
needy old people. 

— David & Virginia Thompson

Sean McPhetridge
This spring, Alameda Unified 

School District (AUSD) engaged in a 
comprehensive review of its budget. 
The goal was to identify educational 
priorities and then find ways to 
realign the budget in order to direct 
more funding to employee salaries, 
which are about 10 percent less 
than the county average. 

The effort was partially success-
ful: in April, the Board of Education 
approved $2.7 million in program 
cuts to use toward employee sala-
ries. That amount allows us to offer 
about a 4.5 percent raise to our 
teachers for their contract beginning 
next year. AUSD is hopeful that AUSD 
and the teachers’ union will come to 
agreement on these contract nego-
tiations in the next few months. But 
clearly there’s further to go.

Throughout the budget review, 
employees and community mem-
bers alike often asked, “Why can’t 
AUSD pay its teachers more?” 
Without question, some local factors 
play a role (including AUSD’s above-
average special-education costs and 
below-average class sizes). But we 
musn’t forget the larger factor, too: 
a chronic lack of full and fair state 
funding for education.

California is the fifth largest 
economy in the world, and the 
state educates more public school 
children (6 million) than any other 
state in the country. Yet, despite 
recent increases in state funding, 
the state’s schools and districts 
continue to be among the lowest 
funded in the nation. California is 
currently ranked 46th in the nation 
in per-pupil spending. As a result 
of that low funding, the state is 
also ranked 48th in its student-to-
teacher ratio and 49th in the num-
ber of the counselors we provide 
our students. All of this is simply 
because of inadequate funding for 
our public schools.

And it’s getting worse. While the 
state economy is booming, schools 
across California are cutting pro-
grams and laying off employees 
to try to avoid spiraling into bank-
ruptcy. AUSD itself made major 
cuts this year in order to help 
employees with sharply increasing 
costs of living in the Bay Area. The 
district expects to have to make 
more cuts in future years. Why? A 
fatal flaw in California’s five-year 
old local control funding formula 

(LCFF) is pushing many school 
districts to the brink of financial 
insolvency.

This fatal flaw has nothing to do 
with the principles on which the 
LCFF was based — the idea that all 
districts should get the same “base 
grant” per pupil, but that districts 
should also get “supplemental” 
grants based on the number of 
at-risk students they enroll (and 
districts with a high percentage of 
these vulnerable students should 
get “concentration” grants on top 
of that). This has nothing to do 
with the fact that, after years of 
devastating cuts to school district 
budgets, LCFF did indeed increase 
public education funding — to the 
level it was at back in 2007, more 
than a decade ago. 

No, the flaw has to do with 
the fact that, since 2007, the basic 
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