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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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City should ban paid 
signature gatherers

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to 
Mayor Trish Spencer.

Dear Mayor Spencer: 
As you know, Alameda has 

been plagued by a wave of paid 
signature gatherers to support the 
landlords’ attempts to subvert the 
vote of the City Council regarding 
no-cause eviction. These individu-
als are paid $7 a signature and 
apparently will stop at nothing 
to “earn” their money. Residents 
have been harassed, yelled at, 
followed to their cars, and called 
filthy names by these mercenar-
ies. I personally was asked to sign 
“to support rent control.” 

Is there a way to ban the prac-
tice of paid signature gathering in 
our city, at least for city issues? 
Residents have an absolute right 
to petition their government, but 
that right is being undermined by 
these aggressive and dishonest 
paid signature gatherers. The City 
Council should prohibit this com-
mercial activity within city limits. 

Alamedans should be able to 
have confidence that local peti-
tions are being distributed by 
local volunteers. Let’s help keep 
Alameda free of outside political 
influence, and especially out-
side money trying to corrupt 
our system. 

— Eric Strimling

Cannot tolerate another 
local election like 2016

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

To League of Women Voters, City 
Council, City Manager and staff:

After the debacle of Alameda’s 
2016 election regarding the M1 vs. 
L1 matter, we have a mutual interest 
in restoring trust and confidence in 
our local democratic institutions 
and processes — specifically the 
campaign and election process.

What follows raises a red flag 
and I forward it on as a way of 
re-visiting why we are correct to 
be concerned regarding reform 
and enforcement of laws already 
on the books that could, from the 
start, alleviate problems our local 
elections have uncovered.

The quoted paragraph below 
you will no doubt wish to verify. 
However, if it is the case (and I’ve 
no reason to suspect it is not) City 
Hall and the City Council need, at 
the very least, to fire a warning 

shot across the bow to let this 
town know we are not going to tol-
erate a repeat of what happened 
in 2016.

Here’s a quote from a recent 
memo from Alameda Renters 
Coalition (ARC) to its members:

“The landlord and property 
owner lobby has begun collect-
ing signatures to overturn Just 
Cause and other recently won 
tenant protections (including all 
eviction controls, all relocation 
fees, even the 5 percent trigger) 
through paid petition circulators 
who are falsely claiming that the 
referendum is for ‘reasonable rent 
control’ and fair rents. These are 
blatant alternative facts. Don’t let 
them trick you. Be warned that 
some individual petition circula-
tors are misrepresenting them-
selves to be ARC members. 

“The ARC is not circulating a 
petition at this moment. Not only 
are these paid petition circulators 
misrepresenting themselves, this 
is a violation of the California 
Election Code Section 18600 and a 
criminal misdemeanor. If you were 
deceived or would like to report 
false statements made, please call 
our Help Line 473-2332 or send us 
a message via Facebook or email. 
We can help nullify your signa-
ture and file a complaint with the 
proper authorities.”

Thank you for continuing to 
hold this matter of transparency, 
honesty and equity in our election 
process foremost in mind as we 
work together to re-instate trust 
in our democratic institutions and 
processes. Alameda cannot toler-
ate another election like 2016.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

A transPacific silk road 
Editor:

Once upon a time, Alameda was 
the western terminus of the great-
est infrastructure project of the 
world, the American transcontinen-
tal railroad, as one can read on the 
plaque on the bench  near Lincoln 
Avenue and Webster Street. 

Today, to the ignorance of most 
of the American people, a new 
gigantic infrastructure project, or 
set of projects, is under construc-
tion — the New Silk Road, or Belt 
and Road Initiative. This includes 
dozens of rail projects, electrifica-
tion projects, ports, etc., stretch-
ing from China into Central Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and even Europe, 
Africa and now South America.

In the process hundreds of mil-
lions of people have been lifted 
out of poverty as fresh water, 

electric lighting, refrigeration, sani-
tation, etc., have been brought to 
millions in just the last couple of 
decades.

President Xi Jinping of China has 
made the offer to the U.S. to par-
ticipate in building some of these 
projects. This would give business 
to American industrial companies, 
create skilled jobs and improve our 
standing in the world. The Chinese 
Investment Corporation, which 
holds $1.4 trillion in U.S. Treasuries, 
has stated its interest in investing 
in building infrastructure here in 
the U.S. This investment is woefully 
needed, and to a small degree this 
has already been going on, as in 
the case of the Alexander Hamilton 
Bridge in New York City and the 
manufacturing of commuter rail cars 
in Springfield, Mass.

I think it’s high time to wake up 
and raise our sights. Put aside the 
acrimony over the last election. 
Who really cares if Jared Kushner 
or Michael Flynn had meetings with 
the Russian ambassador? Let’s join 
the rest of the world in doing some-
thing worthwhile. We might even get 
happy doing it, and perhaps Alameda 
would find itself at the eastern end of 
a blossoming trans-Pacific corridor.

— Hunter Cobb

Youth provides guidance 
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter from a 10-year-old 
Alameda resident.

Dear Human Race:
I want to inform you that even 

though we ourselves are doing very 
well, we are destroying the earth. 
In the future, we will die out com-
pletely because of our actions in 
the past. A few of our problems are: 
we waste plastic, food and water; 
we pollute and we use up the land.

Please try to prevent these prob-
lems whenever you can. Thank you. 
Here are seven major problems 
with humans, and some proposed 
solutions.

Seven problems: We don’t divide 
earth’s resources fairly; we destroy 
the earth; we are unfair; we kill each 
other; we kill animals; we waste 
money on things we don’t need; 
and, we throw away valuable food 
and other things.

Seven ways to improve the 
human race: bike or walk wherever 
possible; buy reusable plasticware 
instead of plastic bags; eat less 
meat; buy local fruits and vegeta-
bles; don’t throw leftovers in the 
trash, keep them for the next day; 
don’t waste water, if you are done 
with your pasta water, use it to 
water plants; and, buy things from 
second-hand stores, not from stores 
that have lots of people working in 
factories for very low pay. 

— Madeleine Canavese

Joe Keiser
On May 23, the Alameda Unified 

School District (AUSD) made its 
decision to close Lum Elementary 
School and relocate all 500-plus 
students due to concerns over 
seismic safety at the school. AUSD 
stated that the school posed a 
danger of global collapse during a 
major earthquake. 

This concern was first raised 
on April 26, without any support-
ing information or details. Soon 
after, a group of parents and local 
residents organized to form the 
Lum District Advisory Committee 
(DAC) in order to push for the 
AUSD to gather more information. 
Unfortunately, DAC still believes 
that the AUSD made its decision 
without sufficient information. 
There is one important piece of 
information that was presented to 
AUSD but they chose to ignore it.

AUSD’s experts provided 
additional information just days 
before the Board voted to close 
the school. These experts speci-
fied that, due to liquefaction at 
the Lum site, differential settle-
ment up to 7 inches might occur, 
which could lead to rafters pull-
ing away from the steel frame 
of the building in a major earth-
quake. AUSD experts provided 
no specifics about the amount 
of pulling away that might occur, 
only that it was a possibility. It 
was this concern, over a general 
amount of “pulling away” that 
might occur, which led the Board 
to vote for closure. 

Before the Board voted to 
close Lum, one of DAC’s experts 
was able to calculate the exact 
amount of “pulling away” that 
might occur, which formed the 
entire justification for closure, 
but which AUSD experts were 
only able to describe in general 
terms. Translating the predicted 
differential settlement amounts 
into lateral movement, the maxi-
mum gap that would be created 
between any single rafter and the 
steel frame would be about 1/8” 
— the width of roughly 20 piec-
es of standard copy paper. And 
the steel ledgers (brackets) that 
those rafters sit on, which they’d 
have to pull far enough away 
from to actually fall, are roughly 
2” wide. 

In other words, if the maxi-
mum predicted differential set-
tlement occurred, the rafters 
wouldn’t come anywhere close to 
falling off the ledgers where they 
attach to the steel frame. Thus, 
the entire basis for closing the 
school was premised on a fear of 
collapse that will not occur. 

One of AUSD’s own experts 
confirmed that these calculations 
seemed accurate, yet contin-
ued to recommend closure. DAC 
found itself relying on facts and 
data to fight a battle that had 
already been lost to panic and 
fear, and a patronizing sense that 
AUSD knows how to protect our 
children better than us parents.  

Although we were not able 
to stop Lum from being closed, 

DAC was able to convince AUSD 
to officially appoint an advisory 
committee to decide what should 
be done with the buildings at 
Lum now that students are being 
relocated. 

Those of us with DAC will 
continue to push for more infor-
mation and calmer heads when 
it comes to making future plans 
for Lum. In light of the reality 
described by the above calcula-
tions, DAC hopes that any seis-
mic mitigation or retrofitting that 
needs to occur can be done with 
a better understanding of the pre-
cise seismic concerns that need 
to be addressed. 

Lum is literally at the heart of 
an Island-wide body of neighbor-
hood schools, and without Lum 
the neighborhood school system 
in Alameda is at risk. Lum can, 
and must, once again rejoin this 
body of Alameda schools. DAC will 
continue to work toward this goal.

Joe Keiser is a member of the 
Lum District Advisory Committee.

Parents Say Lum Must Remain Open
Commentary

The Lum group 
found itself rely-
ing on facts and 
data to fight a 
battle that had 
already been lost 
to panic and fear.

Mayor Responds

Barbara Thomas
Attorney and real estate bro-

ker Christopher Hanson accurate-
ly predicted effects which would 
result after adoption of the rent 
ordinances. (“Rent Control Raises 
its Head in Town,” Nov. 12, 2015, 
and “Rent Control Unfairly Taxes 
Landlords,” Nov. 19, 2015). These 
effects include loss of affordable 
rental housing; decline in construc-
tion of affordable housing; conver-
sion of rentals to condominiums 
to co-ops; loss of tax dollars; and 
global warming.

n Loss of affordable rental hous-
ing. Single-family homes would 
leave the rental market. On my 
block out of 10 single-family homes, 
three single-family rentals were 
sold. Now they are owner occupied. 
Around the block, a home that pro-
vided subsidized Section 8 housing 
for years was purchased by Vice-
mayor Malia Vella for $900,000. She 
did not rent out the three-bedroom 
home for $2,250 a month. Newer 
state statutes allow building units 
in yards. None of the new home-
owners has done this.

n Construction of affordable 
housing declines. In Oakland in 
2015, after long-time rent control, 
16 percent of permits for new con-
struction were for affordable hous-
ing. In 2016 that declined to less 
than 2 percent. In 2017, none has 
been permitted. In Santa Monica, 
which has had rent control longer, 
75 percent of all units are at market 
rate and nearly no new units have 
been built.

n Rentals are converted to 
condominiums (or co-ops). This 
existed before the ordinances. 
Those that can be converted, 
are. Again on my street, a rental 
duplex was converted and sold. 
For a large building, one can sell 
a few condos each year, reduce 
tax consequences, establish 
a paid management system for 
insurance, roofing, maintenance, 
etc. and make a small profit for 
“management” that the landlord 
previously received, without rent 
control.

Ordinances Do Not Resolve Crisis
n Loss of tax dollars. 

Landlords pay tax on rents, rent-
ers are not taxed on low rents. 
Turnover and sales prices of 
rental properties declines, los-
ing higher licensing fees, trans-
fer and other taxes. A means 
test to identify renters needing 
subsidy, instead of costly multi-
million dollar government rent 
programs for all, including those 
who don’t need help, works. 
Cities that abandon rent control, 
verify higher sales prices with 
more turnover of rental proper-
ties immediately.

n Global warming. In 1957, 
Utah Construction created the 
land from today’s lagoons up to 
Shore Line Drive by filling in the 
bay. Their engineering ignored 
the alluvial currents (and liq-
uefaction.) Every few years, 
Alameda pays tens of thousands 
of dollars to replace sand washed 
to the San Leandro Channel by 
currents. Forever. How many 
apartments are between Shore 
Line and the lagoons? Insurance 
companies and banks are start-
ing to consider global warming 
in financing and insuring prop-
erties. Who pays to save these 
units? The taxpayers? Compare 
this to the City of Pacifica.

Rent control and stabiliza-
tion hopes to provide sufficient 
rental housing at an affordable 
level. It fails. Rent ordinance 
advocates, like those who 
ignore global warming, stick 
their heads in the sand. If one 
is in the last rental unit one 
will ever need, (and it is not 
between the lagoons) and then 
rent ordinances may be of ben-
efit. For the rest, the reality 
does not meet the hopes.

Barbara Thomas is a former 
vice-mayor of Alameda.

Commentary

Trish Spencer
I write this as I grieve for my 

dear friend who passed this week-
end. We were neighbors, raised 
kids together and are forever 
connected. Following both of our 
names will always be “Breast 
Cancer Warrior.” My journey start-
ed back in 2007, I was raising four 
kids, while serving as PTA Council 
President. When I was diagnosed, 
I was overseeing all the PTAs in 
Alameda as a volunteer.

Thanks to the PTA commu-
nity’s support, I continued to 
serve during my treatments. 
Then I decided to run for the 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) School Board. I vividly 
remember waiting in line to file 
my papers and the clerk asking 
me why I was running. Before 
answering, I reflected that my 

surgeon explained that — after 
I’d done eight rounds of chemo, 
two surgeries and five weeks of 
radiation — I needed to take daily 
chemo pills indefinitely, maybe 
for two years if I was lucky, that 
is, if my body lasts that long. So, I 
responded that as a recent cancer 
survivor I may not have forever 
to do things that are important to 
me, and I’m going to try now.

Commentary
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