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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Hornet concert  
blasts neighbors
Editor:

Last Memorial Day weekend 
close to 300 homes were blasted 
by two full days of a rap concert 
at the USS Hornet. It was a huge 
aggravation for those of us in 
the area bounded by Central and 
Pacific avenues and Sixth Street. 
Homes that were a mile from the 
Hornet felt the music inside their 
homes, while those a mile and a 
half away merely heard it. 

I heard these comments about 
the concert: “My grandson and I 
are upstairs in the bedroom with 
the windows closed but we still 
hear and feel the music”; nasty, 
nasty lyrics”; “ my house is throb-
bing from the music”; “the bass is 
so loud it makes me nauseous.”

It worries me that this issue 
seems to have gone unnoticed 
outside our area, especially by 
our city government. People 
who called the police to com-
plain about the volume were told 
that there was nothing that could 
be done until 10 p.m. The police 
should have been enforcing all 
aspects of the city noise ordi-
nance, including the volume. If 
there are future concerts, will this 
again be their response?

Was the Planning Department 
thinking of the neighborhood at 
all when they approved the per-
mit? Is the Hornet now a concert 
venue? If so, do we have an oppor-
tunity to provide our perspectives 
on the impact to the area?

Did they not consider that 
14-plus hours is an enormous 
amount of time to inflict unwanted 
noise on people? Did they not 
consider that rap lyrics could be 
offensive to the neighbors? There 
are children in the neighborhood.

And why didn’t they notify the 
neighborhood so people might 
have made plans to leave during 
the concert? The Hornet’s event 
coordinator tells me she’s learned 
from this concert. I hope so. 
Knowing that the City of Alameda 
is also protecting our interests 
would be really appreciated.

— Marie Kotowski

Not worth the ink
Editor:

The recent letter “Climate 
Change Warning,” June 8, is proof 
that not all letters warrant the ink 
to print them. 

The letter is neither new nor 
original: it was cut and pasted 
from one that has been making 
the rounds for 10 years among 

climate change deniers online. 
This is an example of the many 
attempts to cast doubt on climate 
change science — and a particu-
larly feeble one at that. 

While there is indeed an article 
on Arctic ice in the Washington 
Post on Nov. 2, 1922, this is not it. 
The original 1922 article describes 
a local phenomenon due to an 
unusually warm summer; it makes 
no broad predictions of the sort 
in the letter.

There are many useful and 
timely debates to be had right 
now about climate change. These 
include how best to plan for sea 
level rise and tidal flooding, or the 
most prudent way for the city to 
transition to renewable energy. I 
welcome these debates, in fact we 
need to be having them now. 

There’s plenty of room for dis-
agreement on real issues, but I 
hope we can all agree that we 
don’t need to waste time with 
shallow deceptions.

— Andy Murdock

Keep the marijuana 
ban in place
Editor:

I don’t understand why after 
decades of trying to reduce tobac-
co smoking, we are now consid-
ering making it easier to smoke 
marijuana. Putting smoke in your 
lungs is a bad idea.

There are other problems asso-
ciated with “medical marijuana” 
dispensaries as well. Removing 
the ban in Alameda is a bad idea. 
If Oakland wants to deal with it, let 
them. I hope this is not just anoth-
er way to get money for the city.

— Keith Nealy

Hats off to APD, AFD
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear APD Chief Paul Rolleri and 
AFD Chief Doug Long:

I just wanted to pass along 
our gratitude for the police and 
fire departments’ quick and pro-
fessional response to a capsized 
boater on Sunday, May 28. I host 
a Meet-Up group for paddlers to 
come together and share paddling 
experiences. On May 28, we had 
a relatively new paddler using a 
brand-new boat for the first time 
and unfortunately was having 
much difficulty with it. 

She capsized her boat and I 
stayed with her trying to assist 
her back into her boat. Due to 
the high wind and waves her boat 
became uncontrollable because it 
filled with water each time she got 

back in it. Luckily, we were not too 
far from shore. I was able to witness 
many different search parties tak-
ing action from all over, it was very 
impressive.

The members of both your 
departments were very friendly, 
caring and professional dealing 
with the group waiting for us, the 
capsized boater and me. Seeing all 
the different resources in action 
made all of us feel very safe. 

Please know we did have a 
“float plan” (emergency protocols) 
and were following it accordingly. 
When the officer found us on shore, 
we were cold but OK. I understand 
that one of our group members 
called  911 and was understand-
ably scared for us; she was very 
relieved to see all of the emergency 
support.

I want to extend an invitation 
to you and your personnel for pad-
dling services too. As you know 
our island is a great place to pad-
dle but it has many hidden hazards 
that your staff may be interested to 
know of, as well as have paddling 
skills so that staff can access areas 
motorboats cannot.

Thanks again for all that you do! 
— Joe Stack

Save the fairy doors
Editor:

Fairy doors are all over 
Alameda and provide joy and 
delight to both young and old. 
I am always delighted when out 
on a walk around town to find a 
new one. 

However, that must not be true 
of some high schoolers walking 
by our house on Encinal Avenue. 
The fairy or gnome door on the 
tree in front of our house was 
ripped off and discarded three or 
four houses down the street. And, 
the little gnome glued to a stick in 
front of our house was gone. 

How sad and destructive. Why 
do it only to throw it away? An 
end of year prank? Did it provide 
a good laugh? The door had been 
around for a couple of years and 
some of gears have come off and 
been replaced. 

Now I’m not sure if the fairy 
will want to replace this door 
on this tree or will retreat and 
hide. How sad. Here’s wishing she 
returns!

— Judy Wagner

Poisonous remarks
Editor:

Near the end of the June 5 City 
Council meeting public comment 
on the amendments to the Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance, comments 
were made by a gentleman of color, 
some of which related to the role of 
race in the issue. 

At the three-minute buzzer 
Mayor Trish Spencer refused the 
gentleman’s request to continue 
with an additional point, explain-
ing that all previous speakers had 
been held to the same time limit. 
The speaker continued to speak, 
resulting in Spencer ordering that 
his mic be silenced and calling a 
recess.

In her later comments on the 
amendments Spencer criticized 
Councilmembers Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft and Jim Oddie for sup-
porting the amendments. They 
had written the ballot argument 
describing the ordinance as a 
fair compromise of the interests 
of both landlords and tenants. 
Councilmembers Ashcraft and 
Oddie responded, characterizing 
Spencer’s comments as personal 
attacks on them.

However, Oddie went much fur-
ther, stating that Spencer’s attack 
was another instance of bad con-
duct for which she would someday 
have to answer for. He cited as 
examples, discriminating against 
the gentleman of color and against 
a group of Filipino school children 
at a previous meeting.

For Oddie to express his ire 
with the Mayor’s comments about 
him by fanning flames of racial dis-
cord was an irresponsible poison-
ing of interracial relations in this 
community.

We all sometimes let anger and 
the urge to counterpunch over-
come our better angels. In the light 
of day we can mitigate our mistake, 
and I hope Oddie will do so by pub-
licly apologizing to Spencer and 
the community for his conduct.

— Paul S Foreman

School Year Saw Significant Challenges
Sean McPhetridge

Without question, our school 
district has faced some significant 
challenges in the 2016-17 school 
year, including the tragic passing 
of Board of Education Member 
Solana Henneberry, a lawsuit filed 
against Measure B and the recent 
recommendation we, as staff, had 
to make to the Board of Education 
to relocate students and staff from 
Lum Elementary School due to 
recent discoveries of seismic haz-
ards and safety concerns at that 
school site. 

We have also seen an uptick 
in hate speech at our school sites 
this year, ranging from graffiti mo-
tivated by racial and religious bias 
to direct speech aimed at individu-
al students. These have been chal-
lenging times, indeed.

We know these situations have 
been emotional and upsetting. We 
know we must focus our commit-
ment and our efforts on now com-
ing to terms with their impact and 
repairing the trauma we have seen 
as we move forward. But as we 
approach the end of a very tumul-
tuous year, I also want to remind 
our community about some amaz-
ingly good work being done at 
our schools, in our district and in 
partnership with other community 
organizations. 

These help continue our at-
tempts to help make Alameda Uni-
fied School District (AUSD) a more 
inclusive, supportive community 
for all. We must stay mindful of 
challenges and milestones alike. 
There is work yet needed, but 
there is work underway.

First, in response to an in-

crease in hate speech and anti-im-
migration rhetoric in our nation, 
we partnered with other organi-
zations to put on a “Know Your 
Rights” Workshop at Ruby Bridges 
Elementary School for immigrant 
families led by the City’s Social 
Service Human Relations Board. 

Facilitated by Sara MacPher-
son of the International Institute 
of the Bay Area, the workshop 
focused on helping Alameda fami-
lies answer questions about their 
rights, deportation concerns and 
ICE raids in their homes, schools, 
workplaces and wider community. 
Alameda Police Chief Paul Roll-
eri also spoke about Alameda’s 
Sanctuary City status and what it 
means for our community.

A similar workshop specifically 
tailored for Arabic-speaking and 
Muslim families will also be coor-
dinated by the Social Service Hu-
man Relation Board and held later 
this summer.

In addition, Jacqueline Regev, 
education director with the Anti-
Defamation League’s Central Pa-
cific Region, led a discussion on 
how to disrupt bigotry, bullying, 
and hate crimes. The PTA Council 
co-sponsored “Imagine a World 
without Hate.” 

AUSD and school districts 
across the county, state and na-
tion have witnessed an increase 
in hate incidents since November. 
These include racial bias incidents 
and anti-Muslim, anti-Semitic and 
anti-LGBTQ speech. We are grate-
ful that our LGBTQ Round Table 
helped design the “Everyone Be-
longs Here” campaign last year, 
knowing as we do that it provided 

a powerful platform for both our 
school district and our commu-
nity at large to respond to these 
incidents. Community members 
adopted this theme to respond 
to the first instance of hate graf-
fiti in February. 

We have continued to use the 
theme as our internal compass 
as we have navigated similar 
situations at our school sites. 
Using this compass, AUSD has 
also helped convene new round 
tables, including the work of the 
Black Achievers Alliance and 
ALCANCE (our Latino achieve-
ment round table).

In the wake of these inci-
dents, our teaching and learning 
staff have also begun to look for 
ways to update the anti-bullying 
curriculum our district adopted 
in 2009. Much has happened 
in our city, state and country 
since our community struggled 
then with the issue of anti-bully-
ing lessons for our elementary 
school students. 

I am excited to see what new 
kinds of lessons are available 
now for teaching students how 
to be more compassionate, ac-
cepting, and supportive of their 
peers. It is important for us to 
work together with our teachers 
and our support staff to make 
sure we are able to align our 
future anti-bias curricula with 
our new English Language Arts 
adoption also.

One of our first responses 
to the emerging threats against 
immigrant families was to pass 
a resolution declaring AUSD a 
“safe haven” district. We must 
remain committed to that vision 
and indeed to an expanded vi-
sion, one in which “safe haven” 
applies not just to immigrants 
but also to all our students, all 
our families, and all our staff.  
And as I write this, I know there 
is ongoing work we must do to 
uphold our value of a more in-
clusive district and society.

As we near the end of this 
year, I wish you all safe and 
peaceful weeks ahead.

Sean McPhetridge is the Super-
intendent of the Alameda Unified 
School District.

Commentary

Kat Culberg & Alex Helperin 
Last week’s City of Alameda 

Love our Island LGBTQ Pride event 
accomplished exactly what it meant 
to accomplish: it brought our com-
munity together. As people actively 
engaged in LGBTQ issues in Alam-
eda over the last decade, we want 
to extend our appreciation to the 
city for its acknowledgement of this 
annual event. 

Our City Council, School Board 
and hundreds of Alamedans 
showed up with a great display of 
the progress our city has made. We 
thank the city staff who organized 
the event, including displaying a 
giant rainbow flag on City Hall. We 
also thank Tuckers Ice Cream who 
developed a new ice cream flavor 
and served it for free.

We thank Vice Mayor Malia Vel-
la, City Councilmembers Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, Frank Matarrese and 
Jim Oddie, as well as School Board 
Member Jennifer Williams who all 
stood with our community. Others, 
including Assemblymember Rob 
Bonta and School Board President 
Gray Harris, were unable to attend 
but lent their support. 

They raised their voices for 
equality during the event, going so 
far as participating in the photo-
shoot organized by LGBTQ commu-
nity leaders that was separate from 
the original photoshoot.

When the June 6 event was an-
nounced, it raised concerns for 
many of us. As parents of children 
in Alameda’s schools, we vividly re-
member when Mayor Trish Spencer 
sat on the Board of Education and 
sided with outside organizations 
to fight against including LGBTQ 

themed lessons in our elementary 
schools. 

This was a painful time for Alam-
eda’s LGBTQ community. Asking us 
to stand for a photo with Spencer 
who relied on the concept of reli-
gious liberty to make an argument 
— the same argument that was be-
ing made during the Prop 8 vote — 
for denying our human rights and 
the existence of our families caused 
these wounds to be reopened. This 
was only seven years ago, yet so 
many have moved into our com-
munity since then who do not know 
this history.

Thankfully, the rest of our school 
board adopted lessons to reduce 
and eliminate bullying and sup-
port inclusion in the curriculum. It 
was a vote that then School Board 
Member Spencer voted against re-
peatedly. There should be no confu-
sion, at the final vote, Spencer said 
“no.” Afterwards, when other board 
members were targeted for a recall 
by people who preached conversion 
therapy and used words like “unnat-
ural,” Spencer was the only elected 
official in Alameda, from Hospital 
Board Member to U.S. Senator, who 
refused to speak out against it. She 
actively sat silent, refusing the op-
portunity to stand up for equality 
and inclusion a second time.

For these reasons, we had reser-
vations about standing with Spen-
cer on the City Hall steps for LG-
BTQ Pride. The concerns increased 
when the invitation for the LGBTQ 
leader to speak was rescinded 

LGBTQ Community 
Appreciates Support

These have been 
challenging 
times, indeed.
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