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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Finding humor in the 
opinion page
Editor:

My favorite part of reading 
the Alameda Sun is the letters 
to the editor. I search for letters 
from cranky old people and boy 
did we get a doozy last week. 

Martha Hawkins’ June 1 let-
ter “Turn that Down” was an 
absolute classic. It had all the 
elements, a noise complaint (a 
Sunday night!) with phrases like 
“thumping, blaring noise” and 
my favorite “assaulted with such 
unwarranted cacophony.”

It even had the classic “shame 
on you” in it. Keep up the good 
work, Alameda Sun, and I’ll be 
sure to write in as a cranky old 
man when my time comes. I’m 
already practicing: “get off my 
lawn” and “I don’t like the looks 
of those teenagers.” And to Ms. 
Hawkins, there is so much more 
to complain about, you have so 
much talent, please write in ev-
ery week.

— Carlo Balboni

Climate change warn-
ing
Editor:

In an article reported in The 
Washington Post, as a report 
to the Commerce Department 
from the Consulate at Bergen, 
Norway: The Arctic Ocean is 
warming up, iceberg sightings 
are more scarce, and in some 
areas seals are finding the water 
too warm. Fishermen, seal hunt-
ers, and explorers all relate this 
to radical changes in climate 
conditions and here-to-fore 
unheard-of temperature changes 
in the Arctic zone. 

Exploration expeditions are 
finding scarce ice as far north 
as 81 degrees 29 minutes. 
Soundings at 3,100 meters show 
the gulf stream very warm. Great 
masses if ice are replaced by 
bear earth and stone, while at 
many points well known glaciers 
have entirely disappeared. Few 
seals and no white fish are found 
in the eastern Arctic, but large 
schools of herring and smelts, 
never before found so far north, 
are encountered in former seal 
fishing grounds.

It is predicted that within a 
few years, due to ice melt, the 
sea level will rise making most 
coastal areas uninhabitable. 

Oh, wait, this report was 
printed in the Washington Post, 
on Nov. 2, 1922, 95 years ago.”  

I said that this could be verified 
in “Truth or Fiction” Web Site. For 
your own information you may be 
interested in reading MELTDOWN, 
The Predictable Distortion of 
Global Warming by Scientists, 
Politicians, and the Media by 
Patrick J. Michaels, CATO Institute, 
Washington, D.C., 2004.

— Bruce Elerick

Yes to blue economy in 
green city
Editor:

I’m happy to see Dr. Sylvia Earle 
set the record straight about eco-
nomic losses, as well as ecological 
and cultural ones, if we were to 
lose the working Alameda Marina. 

Alameda is so much about the 
water that surrounds us. A rich 
maritime heritage has been part 
of our financial base as well as cul-
tural base for decades. Let’s all get 
behind protecting and promoting 
the Blue Economy that is such a 
key part of our island identity.

— Alice Ray

We will all be cooked!
Editor:

There is an old adage that 
says: If you want to cook a frog, 
don’t put it into boiling water. The 
immediate pain of the hot water 
will cause the frog to jump out of 
the pot. Rather, one should put 
the frog in cool or tepid water 
and gradually turn up the heat. By 
the time the frog is aware of the 
danger, it is too late. He is cooked.

Last November, the citizens of 
Alameda were presented with a 
choice of two versions of rent 
control, L1 & M1. After study-
ing the two measures, the voters 
of Alameda voted in favor of L1, 
rejecting M1 as too extreme. L1 
became Ordinance 3148 as the 
choice of the people.

Each April, Ordinance 3148 is 
scheduled for an annual review. 
This past April, less than 6 
months after the election, Council 
members Oddie, Ashcraft and 
Villa began proposing changes – 
extreme changes – to the ordi-
nance. If they are successful in 
making these changes, they will 
be emboldened to turn up the heat 
with additional changes at the 
next annual review of Ordinance 
3148 and each review thereafter 
until the ordinance the voters 
approved has morphed into M1, 
the measure that was rejected. 
And like the frog, we will all be 
cooked.

— Barbara Rasmussen

Council should respect 
the will of voters
Editor:

I am deeply disturbed that the 
City Council has chosen to con-
sider making substantive changes 
to Ordinance 3148. The voters of 
Alameda made a clear decision to 
support 3148 as is and soundly 
rejected M1 that proposed some of 
the items that the council is now 
considering. In fact, 55 percent of 
the voters voted against any kind 
of rent control. The no votes on L1 
were 9,544 and 14,195 on M1. 

That is 23,739 of the 42,871 total 
votes cast. Councilwoman Marlyn 
Ashcraft cites the clause in the 
ordinance that allowed for chang-
es, but that was only in the event 
of changing conditions. There have 
been no changing conditions that 
should warrant substantive chang-
es in the last seven months since 
the election. 

In fact, the rental situation has 
improved with the softening of 
rents. It is unconscionable for the 
Council to overturn the will of the 
people that was made so abun-
dantly clear last Nov. 8.

— Karen Miller

All about the marina
Editor:

As a co-founder of Svendsen’s 
Boat Works at Alameda Marina, I 
read with interest your story dated 
May 23, “Marina Anchors Local 
Blue Economy.” 

My husband, Svend, started 
Svendsen’s Boat Works in 1963 
as a business that would provide 
service for all aspects of boat 
repair. In the 50-plus years that 
have elapsed, the greater marine 
industry has undergone significant 
changes. New boat yards have 
entered the market to meet today’s 
demand; emerging technologies 
will bring exciting new opportuni-
ties to our waterfront. 

Before his passing in 2013, 
Svend made arrangements for the 
future of Alameda Marina by sign-
ing a tidelands lease agreement 
with the City of Alameda and part-
nering with Bay West Development 
principals to re-develop the Marina 
with a mix of uses.

Our family continues to support 
a strategy for Alameda Marina that 
includes multi-family residential 
housing, compatible mixed com-
mercial and maritime uses and 
public access for all Alamedans to 
enjoy open space and the water-
front.

Fluctuation in the industry, com-
bined with the need for substantial 
reinvestment in facilities, led us 
to sell Svendsen’s Boat Works to 
Bay Ship & Yacht in January of this 
year, with the understanding that 
it would continue to operate the 
wholesale and retail operations at 
Bay Ship & Yacht’s property and 
continue to underwrite the feasibil-
ity of incorporating the boat yard 
uses into its existing business.

The merger of these two legacy 
Alameda businesses has retained 
our long-time employees and will 
continue to serve Alameda’s boat-
ing community. Proposals for new 
development along Alameda’s 
Northern Waterfront will invest in 
our island’s future by restoring and 
revitalizing the waterfront, creat-
ing jobs, supporting businesses, 
generating revenue for civic proj-
ects and initiatives, and provid-
ing much needed housing for our 
residents.

— Suzanne Svendsen

Adopt-a-Bed update 
Editor:

 Many thanks to those individ-
uals and groups who have con-
tributed to the Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children. 
We would like to thank the gener-
ous people and organizations that 
donated to the shelter during the 
month of May.  A number of the 
listed donors contributed several 
times last month.  Two donors 
chose to remain anonymous. 

The woman and children would 
like to thank the First Congregational 
Church (UCC), Paula Patillo-Dupree, 
Christine Buck and M. Buck. Lois 
Pryor donated last month, as did 
Steve Spaulding, John and Maggie 
Maiers, Virginia Krutilek and Kelly 
Marx. Carolyn Queener and John 
Platt also gave generously as did 

Council Set to Vote on FAAS Contract
John L. Lipp

As I penned this letter for pub-
lication,  the City Council was set 
to vote at its Tuesday, June 6, meet-
ing on a proposed two-year service 
agreement with the Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) to 
provide animal care services for 
the residents of Alameda. The pro-
posed Animal Services Agreement 
will increase funding from the City 
to FAAS to approximately $804,000, 
or 58 percent of FAAS’s annual op-
erating budget.

While it has been a long negotia-
tion process, all of us at FAAS are 
excited about the future and the 
renewed partnership with the City 
of Alameda. We believe that a pro-
gressive community like Alameda 
deserves a vibrant shelter to care 
for the abandoned, lost and home-
less animals who depend on the 
kindness of people. 

We believe that all our pets de-
serve to be treated humanely and 
with respect and, at FAAS, we never 
let time or space dictate a shelter 
pet’s future. Our goal is to find for-
ever homes for more than 1,000 
animals that come through our 
doors each year and, in the pro-
cess, enrich the lives of the people 
who have opened their hearts to 
shelter pets.

FAAS thanks the City Council 
and staff for their ongoing commit-
ment to the residents of Alameda 
and for supporting the FAAS mis-
sion to “shelter and care for aban-
doned companion animals, find 
them new homes and prevent ani-
mal cruelty through education and 
community programs.” Working in 
partnership, we will continue to 

ensure that Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter maintains its excep-
tional standard of service and care.

Running the Alameda Animal 
Shelter is a true labor of love for 
the staff and volunteers of FAAS. 
We are a public, open-intake shel-
ter and we see both the best and 
the worst of humanity. Our hearts 
break when people are forced to 
surrender their beloved pets be-
cause of a crisis in their own lives. 
We are also grateful to be there 
and reassure them that our main 
goal is to find their pet a new, lov-
ing home. We also see animals who 
have been severely neglected and, 
as we strive to help them heal or, if 
necessary, pass in peace, we dou-
ble down on our commitment to 
educate the broader community on 
responsible pet ownership.

Our volunteers and staff work 
long hours. While we do our best 
to make all our customers happy, 
we also realize that a public service 
organization that operates in such 
an emotionally charged arena will 
sometimes face criticism.

A recent letter to the editor of 
the Alameda Sun, was sent simulta-
neously as an email to me. It took 
FAAS to task for the writer’s expe-
rience while visiting our shelter. 
What wasn’t made clear was how 
quickly FAAS responded. 

Within 36 hours of receiving 
the initial email, we were able to 
resolve the situation; like most is-
sues, it revolved around miscom-
munication and ultimately pro-
vided an opportunity for FAAS to 
tighten internal controls. Most re-
warding, the woman who wrote the 
letter ended up adopting the cat in 

question. As of this writing, ev-
eryone is adapting beautifully. 
For all of us at FAAS, it is the true 
definition of a happy ending. 

Our volunteers and donors 
are the heroes who make our 
work possible. With a new con-
tract in place, our supporters 
will be more important than 
ever. In the new fiscal year start-
ing July 1, FAAS will need to 
raise approximately $600,000 of 
additional cash and in-kind sup-
port to achieve our mission and 
maintain our standards of excel-
lence. 

Volunteers, working in part-
nership with our professional 
staff, will be more important 
than ever in helping us achieve 
our mission. More information 
on volunteering and donor op-
portunities can be found on our 
website at www.alamedaani-
malshelter.org.

A heartfelt thanks to every-
one who stood with us over this 
past year, who took the time to 
write letters and speak out, and 
to the hard-working City staff 
and elected officials who worked 
so diligently with us to draft an 
agreement that best serves both 
the City’s and FAAS’s long-term 
objectives. On behalf of all our 
furry friends, and the people 
who love them unconditionally, 
we thank the City Council and 
staff for their belief in FAAS and 
their commitment to our mis-
sion of compassion and hope. 
The great work continues.

John L. Lipp serves as the Acting 
Director of Friends of the Alam-

eda Animal Shelter (FAAS)

AMP Leaves Alamedans in the Dark
Irene Dieter

Our electric company may be 
publicly owned, but public partici-
pation is down because it requires 
too much energy.

In 2017, eight of the eleven 
monthly Public Utilities Board 
(PUB) meetings, including two with 
important workshops and presen-
tations, have been or will be held 
at the Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) offices at Clement Avenue 
and Grand Street, instead of at 
City Hall.  I was late to one work-
shop because I could not get up to 
the secured conference room until 
someone happened by in the oth-
erwise empty corridor and let me 
in.  To make it even more difficult, 
AMP is scheduling the workshops 
during the workday, instead of in 
the meeting

The city does not televise  or 
stream PUB meetings held at AMP’s 
offices  in the same way as meetings 
at City Hall.  Thus, the public can-
not watch the meetings live, and 
the only unedited archive is an au-
dio recording.  Good luck dragging 
the online audio slider back and 
forth through two- to three-hour 
recordings to find the topic that 
interests you.  Also, in an unlikely 
location, meeting minutes online 
are stored within meeting agendas.  
All other city meeting minutes are 
listed separately once approved, 
making them highly visible.

Some of the content on AMP’s 
website is murky too.  The web-
site used to show a detailed list 
of AMP’s power contracts for geo-
thermal, wind, landfill gas and 
hydroelectric. Those details were 
recently removed.  The website 

now contains an overview of AMP’s 
energy sources, directing readers 
to the so-called “Power Content 
Label” on another page, which says 
that 69 percent of AMP’s power is 
coming from “unspecified sources.”

There is now a recently added 
“Climate Change Projects” page 
that contains the misleading state-
ment, “Alameda was able to sell 
some of its excess renewable en-
ergy to other organizations strug-
gling to achieve compliance.”  The 
decision some seven years ago to 
sell some of our renewable energy 
was not an act of altruism or kind-
ness.  It was done to reap a windfall 
to fund AMP projects.

Leaving Alamedans in the dark 
with fluffy spin, wittingly or un-
wittingly, fosters distrust.  It also 
keeps public scrutiny at bay and 
discourages participation.

Comparing AMP and the public 
utilities board to a Star Trekkian 
force field, Gabrielle Dolphin’s re-
cent letter to the editor (“What 
does ‘community owned utility’ 
mean,” June, 1) questioned the val-
ue of having a community-owned 
public utility “if its community can-
not penetrate the process.”  Point 
well taken.  If Alamedans and other 
interested parties are to have a 
voice in the policies and opera-
tions of AMP, it shouldn’t be so dif-
ficult to participate in the process.

PUB members, which includes 
City Manager Jill Keimach , need to 
take the lead on ensuring that de-
tails of AMP’s portfolio are posted 
on its website and that all Alamed-
ans can easily access information 
and attend or view meetings.  As 
Ms. Dolphin noted in her letter, 

“a highly educated and experi-
enced citizenry” is an untapped 
resource not being utilized.  
Let’s make it easy to participate 
and be heard.

We’re proud that AMP is 
community owned and delivers 
safe, reliable electricity at lower 
rates than Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric that provides Alameda with 
natural gas.  Let’s also create an 
environment where we can be 
proud of its transparent and re-
sponsive methods of operation 
and civic involvement.

Irene Dieter posts stories and 
photos about Alameda at ional-
ameda.com.
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