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Joe Heller

Bike safety is  
paramount

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter and a response 
from city staff.

Dear City Council and Staff:
I am writing to advocate for 

safer bike lanes in Alameda, partic-
ularly on Clement Avenue. My fami-
ly and I were biking home from din-
ner on Webster Street on Saturday, 
May 12, when my husband and son 
were struck by a car on Clement 
at Lafayette Street. I was biking 
behind and saw the event occur. It 
was a hit and run; the driver sped 
off and ditched the vehicle a few 
blocks down the road. 

My husband is recovering 
post-surgery with a broken leg. My 
23-month old son had minor inju-
ries and is doing okay. It’s been a 
long few weeks as my family heals 
physically, as well as emotionally. 

I am concerned about pedes-
trian safety in Alameda. We are 
homeowners in Alameda and 
recently bought a townhouse at 
Willow Street and Clement. We love 
living on the Island because it’s 
pedestrian friendly but feel that 
there is a lot of work that needs to 
be done in terms of safety. 

Clement is very busy with 
speeding cars. I believe that 
Clement needs to have a safe, sepa-
rated bike lane, as I see people bik-
ing down it very frequently. People 
need a safe way to commute by 
bike in order to ease traffic con-
gestion. I also believe there needs 
to be more crosswalks and speed 
bumps to slow down the traffic on 
Clement between Grand and Park 
streets.

— Christa & Rich Cusimano

Ms. Cusimano:
First, let me say I was very 

troubled by the hit-and-run inci-
dent that harmed your family and 
am glad to hear that your family 
is recovering from such a terrible 
experience. I want you to know 
that that the city is actively work-
ing on improving safety along the 
Clement Avenue corridor. 

The city successfully won a fed-
eral grant application totaling more 
than $5 million for safety improve-
ments on Clement that will remove 
the railroad tracks, install a bikeway 
and provide pedestrian upgrades 
on Clement between Grand Street 
and Broadway, which is 1.2 miles 
in length. 

The project will create a com-
plete street and construct a major 
portion of the Cross Alameda 
Trail. The federal grant will begin 

later this year with community 
outreach on a concept for the 
corridor expected in the fall. We 
encourage you and your family to 
become involved in the outreach 
process and help shape the final 
plans for the corridor.

For more information on the 
Clement Avenue project, please 
refer to the city’s website at  
alamedaca.gov/public-works/
clement-avenue-complete-street. 
For project updates, email 
gpayne@alamedaca.gov. Direct 
any questions or concerns to Gail 
Payne, Senior Transportation 
Coordinator, by phone at 747-
6892 or by email at gpayne@alam-
edaca.gov.

Thank you for reaching out to 
us and we look forward to your 
continued involvement.

— Jennifer Ott
Director, Base Reuse and 
Transportation Planning 

Department

Thanks from Island 
City Waterways
Editor:

On behalf of Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, we would like to extend 
our sincere gratitude to everyone 
who made Island City Waterways 
such a monumental success.  
Nearly 2,000 community members 
and students joined Rhythmix for 
one or more of 11 shows at Crab 
Cove between May 18 and 20. The 
event was an extraordinary art 
and history performance that we 
hope continues to inspire those 
who attended. We truly appreciate 
receiving the City of Alameda’s 
first cultural arts award from the 
Public Art Fund that helped make 
this event possible.

A big thanks goes out to all 
of our performers, artists, volun-
teers, sponsors, in-kind donors, 
board, staff and community advi-
sory board members for their sup-
port and generosity. 

In addition, we’d like to 
thank the Alameda Public Art 
Commission, City of Alameda 
staff, Alameda historians Eric 
J. Kos and Dennis Evanosky, 
East Bay Regional Park District, 
The Epiphany Dance Theater 
and Maze Daiko. The East Bay 
Community Foundation, the 
Fleishhacker Foundation and 
the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation helped provide fund-
ing, along with sponsors: OMM, 
Inc., Alameda Landing-Catellus, 
Alameda Municipal Power, 
Pacific Union International, Star 
Harbor-Tim Lewis Communities, 

Dragonfly Property Services, 
Eyewise Optometry, AEC Living and 
Alameda Marina. 

We couldn’t have done without: 
Alameda Marketplace, Alameda 
Natural Grocery, Bay Ship & Yacht, 
Fireside, Poppy Bank, Carolyn West, 
Yankwich & Associates and Bridge 
Bank. Alameda Magazine, Alameda 
Sun and Alameda Journal provid-
ed media sponsorship, and Nina 
Sazevich, Clif Bar and Company, 
Julie’s Coffee and Tea Garden and 
Semifreddi’s all deserve our thanks 
as well.

— Janet Koike, Founder &  
Tina Blaine, Executive Director

Rhythmix Cultural Works

Join forum to discuss 
new housing laws
Editor:

On Sept. 29, 2017, Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed a package of 15 bills 
intended to “increase the supply 
and affordability of housing in 
California.” Will the bills stimu-
late more housing production in 
California, and what effect will they 
have here on the Island?  

The League of Women Voters of 
Alameda is presenting a free commu-
nity forum to educate Alamedans on 
these new housing laws titled, “How 
Will New State Housing Laws Affect 
Alameda?” from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, 
June 14, in the Ruth Rambeau 
Community Room at Independence 
Plaza, 703 Atlantic Ave.

Panelists will include David 
Garcia, policy director at U.C. 
Berkeley’s Terner Center for Housing 
Innovation, who will offer an over-
view of the new laws; Paul Campos, 
senior vice president of BIA Bay Area, 
who will discuss other factors that 
may influence housing production; 
and City Planner Andrew Thomas, 
who will offer a local perspective on 
the new state laws. Abby Goldware, 
director of housing development for 
MidPen Housing Corp., will discuss 
the impact of new federal tax law on 
affordable housing production.

Following the panel discussion, 
attendees will be invited to ask 
their own questions about the new 
laws and the impact they may have 
on housing production. 

As always, we look forward to 
seeing you there!

— Georgia Gates Derr, 
President & Michele Ellson,  
VP Programs, LWV Alameda

Katya Sedgwick
Last week the Alameda Sun pub-

lished an “expert” commentary by 
Paula Rainey (“All Things Israel,” 
May 31). Setting aside the fact that 
whether or not Israel is part of our 
heritage should be up to us, the 
Jewish people, to determine the fact 
that Rainey took the occasion of the 
Jewish Heritage month to dump on 
the Jewish state is telling.

Rainey is a devotee of BDS, which 
stands for Boycott Divest, Sanction 
of Israel, a campaign with which the 
Jewish people have been dealing for 
quite some time. It’s based in lies like, 
to quote Rainey, “[T]he Israeli govern-
ment continues to deliberately kill 
and maim thousands of Palestinians 
who are opposing their forceful con-
finement to the world’s largest con-
centration camp that is Gaza[.]”

This statement is an example of 
the blood libel, the belief that Jews 
kill innocents for kicks. It’s contem-
porary reincarnations are variants 
of the Muhammad al Durah hoax, a 
September 2000 alleged murder of 
a 12-year-old boy from Gaza which 
the French TV2 has later admitted, 
in court, never happened. Similarly, 
a few weeks ago international 
headlines screamed of 70 or more 
Palestinians murdered by Israeli 
Defence Forces.

Predictably, 50 or more of the 
dead were later confirmed to be 
HAMAS terrorists on their way to 
break into Israel to murder civilians. 
The terrorists from this ayatollah-

sponsored group also flew swasti-
ka-decorated kites with Molotov 
cocktails that started fires inside the 
Jewish state and bombed areas adja-
cent to Gaza.

Never mind that there is not an 
Israeli solder in the Strip, and that 
Israel withdrew a decade ago. Gaza is 
not the most densely populated area 
in the world, and it also shares a bor-
der with Egypt — so Israel doesn’t 
control all of its perimeter. 

Income inequality in Gaza is 
something to be discussed, to be 
sure. Ordinary people might not fare 
well, but the terrorist elites make it 
quite nicely. Regardless, the area is 
sprinkled with bazaars, fancy hotels 
and manicured lawns. Google “beau-
tiful Gaza.” Aushwitz and Warsaw 
Ghetto, the two infamous locations, 
were something entirely different.

Israel’s supporters pointing this 
out doesn’t amount to, as Rainey 
puts it, “Silencing criticism and chill-
ing honest discussion and outrage.” 
We are setting the record straight.

Rainey claims that California’s 

Israel Piece Did Disservice to Readers
Commentary

anti-BDS bill includes individuals 
who merely “refrain from” doing 
business with Israel, reframing 
her group’s activity as a matter 
of individual consciousness. BDS 
would much prefer to bypass the 
individuals to get governments to 
sanction the Jewish state. Their 
ultimate goal is destruction of 
Israel, and the campaign to isolate 
Israel is designed to demoralize 
us. They will fail.

Anti-Semites are right: we are a 
stubborn people. We spent millen-
nia in foreign lands and kept our 
religion. We survived pogroms 
and the Holocaust. Israel survived 
three wars of annihilation. And it 
prospers. It absorbed millions of 
refugees, most of them from the 
Middle East and North Africa. 

Just this Friday, for instance, 
we commemorated the Farhud, 
the Holocaust-era massacre of 
Iraqi Jews by Arab nationalists in 
coordination with the Nazis. Israel 
grants full citizenship rights to 
one million Arabs. 

The majority of East Jerusalem 
Palestinians prefer to live under 
Israeli sovereignty. Other 
Palestinians are more than happy 
to hold well-paid jobs with Israeli 
companies — and that’s precisely 
the kind of businesses the BDS 
proponents want you to boycott.

Lebanese American writer 
Nassim Nicholas Taleb comment-
ed that on a micro level people 
just want to get along, and that if 
it wasn’t for the outside powers 
seeding discord, there would be 
peace in the Middle East.

That ought to resonate. After 
all, what made this country great 
is the belief held by many ordi-
nary Americans that all politics is 
local. I was born and raised in a 
very large country that relied on 
central planning, and, believe me, 
the difference is real.

Arguably, the City of Alameda 
is going though the biggest scan-
dal in its history. Yet instead of 
investigating and calling attention 
to corruption of the City Council, 
local papers print opinion pieces 
about events on other continents 
that they poorly understand. I 
don’t think they serve the people 
of Alameda well.

Katya Sedgwick lives in 
Alameda.

Editor’s note: The Alameda 
Sun opinion page is open to every-
one regardless of viewpoint.

David Greene
Alameda purposefully has a 

structure where the City Council 
has limited powers with a focus 
on policymaking. It is noble some 
choose to give of themselves in 
this capacity. This acknowledged, 
I find it very good for Alameda we 
don’t rely on the City Council for 
more. I don’t think that most cur-
rent Councilmembers can follow 
their own policies. I learned this by 
reading the entire 100-page report 
regarding the hiring of the new Fire 
Chief and financial settlement with 
the former City Manager. 

I found the report to be a tight 
breakdown of events based on 
strict legal interpretations, correct 
for the purpose it was undertaken.  
However, as someone who lives and 
pays taxes in Alameda, I am part 
of the constituency to which the 
City Council (and our city services) 
must answer. So, after seeing what I 
feel are the City Council’s improper 
actions and how they  cost us near-
ly seven figures, assessment of the 
report findings from the residents.  
I offer my perspective. 

Councilmember Jim Oddie
I think that Councilmember Jim 

Oddie crossed the line of his oath 
by signing his name to a specific 
candidate endorsement while act-
ing in his official capacity. The 
investigative report clearly calls 
him out as guilty of this on pages 
12, 66, and 70. 

Not only this, the report fur-
ther flat-out questions the sincer-
ity of statements he  made to the 
investigation team on page 11. I 
find statements he made since the 
report’s release regarding Section 
7-3 ambiguous and laughable given 
what he did. I thiink it entrenches 
his lack of integrity and adds arro-
gance. I also think that he has 
proven himself a liability both ethi-

cally and financially, to really do 
what’s best for our city, I think that 
Oddie should admit his mistakes 
and accept the fact that actions 
have consequences and step down. 

Vice Mayor Malia Vella
The Vice Mayor took the trust I 

placed in her at the time of her oath 
and disrespected it. The timing of 
her meetings with the firefighters’ 
union and former City Manager Jill 
Keimach, along with the consistent 
outcome of various people’s notes 
and interviews cause me to legiti-
mately question her integrity. 

I wonder why Malia Vella had so 
many meetings with the firefight-
ers’ union. I think that these meet-
ings went beyond process ques-
tions and were directed toward 
candidate preference. This happen-
ing once is somewhat excusable. 
However, I  question why contin-
ued discussions focused on which 
candidate to select and find this 
inexcusable.

As if this is not already highly 
questionable, Vella submitted a 
brief that I thnk claimed her first-
amendment protections preclude 
the responsibilities of her oath 
to not commit malfeasance and 
“assure integrity in government” 
(page 17).  

Reading and knowing what one 
has signed up for is fundamental 
So, how can I not believe that an 
oath means nothing to Vella? I think 
that lack of responsibility screams 
that she is tied to consideration 
beyond her purview and not in it 
for the betterment of Alameda.  

Even without knowing what the 
recording has on it, I will ques-
tion and scrutinze everything Vella 
does in Alameda from here on out 
For however long she stays, I  will 
never forget that she earned this 
added attention.

Councilmember  
Marilyn Ashcraft  

I find Councilwoman Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft a more savvy ver-
sion of Vella,  She took grey-area 
actions in specific candidate sup-
port. I think she did it in a way 
that lent to corrupting the vetting 
process (pages 35 and 36). With no 
mention of what defined process 
would dictate, I wonder why did 
she suggested that Keimach meet 
with one specific candidate?  

Despite her comments about 
taking notes on page 27 and even 
the investigators making a foot-
note of her very detailed notes on 
page 9, I  wonder how or why Ezzy 
Ashcraft neglected to tell the inves-
tigator she shared with others that 
she was going to arrange a lunch 
between Keimach and someone 
who was exerting pressure in hir-
ing the Fire Chief.

Since Ezzy Ashcraft didn’t admit 
to this, I am glad the investigator 
figured it out (page 40). Like with 
Vella, I do not think that Ashcraft’s 
actions build trust and inspire lead-
ership.  I hope that most voters will 
remember this when it’s time to 
vote for Mayor.  

Matarrese & Mayor Spencer
I find it amazing that doing his 

job correctly allows Councilman 
Frank Matarrese to stand out in the 
best of ways. Good on  him.. I think 
that Mayor Trish Spencer also did 
well to stay out of the fray. Thanks 
for that.

Former City  
Manager Jill Keimach

Jill Keimach threw the kitchen 
sink of reasons into her October 

Voter Takes City to Task
Commentary

b TASK: Page 12

Instead of investi-
gating corruption 
of the City Council, 
local papers print 
opinions about 
events on other 
continents they 
poorly understand. 


