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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Your vote doesn’t 
matter
Editor:

In response to the recent com-
mentary “Voters Spoke on Rent 
Control Issue,” published on May 
18 the question is posed, “Will 
the City Council honor the will 
of the voters?” The answer is a 
resounding no! 

The Council’s “triumvirate” 
Ashcraft, Vella and Oddie, obvi-
ously don’t listen or care that the 
Alameda voters gave the Council 
a clear mandate: 55 percent “yes” 
on L1 and 66 percent “no” on M1.

I am not writing to rehash 
the merits for or against the 
rent-control issues in Alameda. 
Those issues were settled at the 
November polls by the intelli-
gent voting citizens of Alameda. 
What I am writing about is to 
express my outrage and anger 
(now knowing) that my vote did 
not matter. 

Just six months after the 
election, the triumvirate is now 
amending Ordinance 3148 to 
encompass much of the M1 doc-
trine, a radical manifesto that 
Alamedan voted down. The bed-
rock of American democratic 
principles is based on the vote 
and for our elected offcials to 
carry out the “will” of the major-
ity, plain and simple. 

Based on the triumvirate’s 
proposed changes to Ordinance 
3148, it shows (without ques-
tion) that these three individu-
als think the voters of Alameda 
are stupid and that the city of 
Alameda is better served by the 
decisions made by three people. 
I find this to be outrageous arro-
gance and a slap in the face for 
the voting people of our great 
city! 

I write to everyone (regard-
less of which side of the fence 
you’re on) to stand up and pro-
tect the “vote” of the majority. If 
we don’t, then the adage of “so 
many, led by so few” will be to 
the detriment of all. 

Votes should matter. Elected 
offcials should be held account-
able and respect the vote of the 
people. 

— Cornelia Gabriela

The ‘Quake of 2017
 Editor:

At 10 p.m. on May 23, Donald 
Lum Elementary School was 
destroyed by a purely hypotheti-
cal magnitude 7.3 earthquake, 
the sort that strikes once every 

2500 years. More than 500 Lum 
students, their families and their 
teachers will become refugees of 
this hypothetical disaster when the 
Alameda Unified School District dis-
perses them across the Island.

Though the school district has 
known of the earthquake risk at 
Lum for 27 years, Superintendent 
Sean McPhetridge and the AUSD 
Board of Education rushed to close 
Lum in only 27 days.

Lum will close on June 8. By 
deciding to close Lum with no plan 
in place for its students, teach-
ers, or staff, the school district 
has ensured that Alameda will feel 
the aftershocks of the hypotheti-
cal Lum ‘Quake for many years to 
come.

— Steven J. Mack

Lum closing
Editor:

As a resident of Alameda I am 
very disappointed with the Alameda 
School board in their vote to close 
Lum School. 

There is more than just a closing 
of the school. The board for months 
knew about this and still kept it 
open. The school board has other 
intentions for the school property,  
and it’s good enough for homes to 
be built, but not for a school’s stu-
dents and staff.

Show me where a school in the 
Bay Area has sunk into the ground 
from a earthquake. The board has 
not been honest with parents, stu-
dents and staff at Lum. 

Because of their actions I will 
vote everyone off the board in the 
next elections. The school board 
has made my decision in the next 
election, good bye. They have not 
been honest.

— John Frankel

Climate change warning
Editor:

In an article reported in The 
Washington Post, as a report to 
the Commerce Department from 
the Consulate at Bergen, Norway: 
The Arctic Ocean is warming up, 
iceberg sightings are more scarce, 
and in some areas seals are finding 
the water too warm. Fishermen, 
seal hunters, and explorers all 
relate this to radical changes in 
climate conditions and here-to-fore 
unheard-of temperature changes in 
the Arctic zone. 

Exploration expeditions are find-
ing scarce ice as far north as 81 
degrees 29 minutes. Soundings at 
3,100 meters show the gulf stream 
very warm. Great masses if ice are 
replaced by bear earth and stone, 

Alameda Free Library
Find a library book under your 

bed? Forget to bring a DVD back on 
time? Now is your chance to clear 
your library fines while helping 
others by donating food to peo-
ple in need during Alameda Free 
Library’s Food for Fines program. 

The Alameda Free Library is 
offering a fine amnesty period from 
Thursday, June 8 , hrough Saturday, 
July 8. During this time, patrons 
who owe fines to the Alameda Free 
Library card can have those fines 
waived in exchange for nonperish-
able boxed or canned food, The 
library will donate these to  the 
Alameda Food Bank.

Patrons wiih late fees can bring 
the food  to the check-out desk at 
any of the three Alameda libraries. 
There is no minimum food dona-
tion requirement or limit to the 
amount of overdue fines that can 

be waived per account. However, 
food donations will not waive any 
accrued collection or lost material 
fees. A list of accepted food items 
can be viewed online at alameda-
ca.gov/library/food-fines2017 or at 
any branch location. 

A fine amnesty program has not 
been offered since 2013. Library 
Director Jane Chisaki says she is 
proud and excited to offer this 
program. “The chance to waive 
overdue fines doesn’t happen very 
often, so I hope the Alameda com-
munity takes advantage of this 
opportunity,” she said. 

Library patrons will be able 
to enjoy using their library cards 
free of fines and the Alameda 
Food Bank will have a fresh, well 
stocked supply of food for those in 
need.” Everyone in the community, 
regardless of fines, is encouraged 
to donate food at the library.

As a  collaboration between the 

Alameda Free Library Offers 
‘Food for Fines’ Amnesty Program

Alameda Free Library and the 
Alameda Food Bank, this com-
munity food drive presents a 
great opportunity for residents 
to give back to the commu-
nity and take advantage of the 
great materials and programs 
the library offers. These include 
computer classes, homework 
coaching, music, movies, sto-
rytimes, and of course Summer 
Reading.

Open six days a week, the 
Alameda Food Bank serves more 
than 5,600 individuals a year. 
This results in the depletion of 
the food bank’s inventories and 
food is needed that will ensure 
healthy, balanced meals. 

By collecting at least 2,000 
pounds of canned and non-per-
ishable foods in return for waived 
fines, the Alameda Free Library 
community will help feed at least 
80 Alameda families.

while at many points well known 
glaciers have entirely disappeared.  
Few seals and no white fish are 
found in the eastern Arctic, but 
large schools of herring and smelts, 
never before found so far north, are 
encountered in former seal fishing 
grounds.

It is predicted that within a few 
years, due to ice melt, the sea level 
will rise making most coastal areas 
uninhabitable.

— Bruce Elerick

What does “community 
owned utility” mean?
Editor:

Alameda wants to engage with 
AMP and PUB on our island energy 
policy, but doing so feels impos-
sible. Climate change is happen-
ing with the majority of Alamedans 
convinced this cannot be a time for 
status quo decision making, but 
must be one of stepping outside the 
box to think and act boldly.

There was a packed room at 
CASA’s May 23 meeting regarding 
our city’s Climate Change Action 
Plan. An informal poll was taken 
at the meeting and, to the embar-
rassment of AMP representatives 
in attendance, there was an over-
whelming show of hands, 90 per-
cent by my estimate, convinced 
AMP can do much better.

To do better, to meet the horren-
dous challenge of our time, requires 
a palpable change in political will 
and “culture” of both AMP and PUB.

I observed several things at 
the AMP/PUB meeting held a week 
prior to the CASA meeting. First, 
major policy decisions were being 
made prior to our City’s Climate 
Action plan undergoing revision - 
a project set in motion by City 
Council member Frank Matterese. 
If ever there were a time to allow 
community input it would be with 
this revised plan. 

Second, while all parties agree 
we want to help the Great Mother, 
our Planet, there are two parallel  
narratives about how our Island 
should go about it: a) AMP’s and 
b)  the other found among a highly 
educated and experienced citizen-
ry. These two narratives appear as 
oil and water however, and seem 
destined never to engage.

Third, this failure to meaning-
fully engage is due to an organi-
zational culture and narrative on 
the part of AMP and PUB, a nar-
rative so persistent it feels like a 
Star Trekkian Force Field when 
approached. Alternative ideas 
lobbed at the Force Field bounce 
back never to penetrate the “inner 
circle” of decision making.

The result is an abiding sense 
that what Alamedan’s think, feel 
and can offer regarding our Island’s 
energy policy at this critical time 
does not matter. PUB acknowledges 
a need to reach out more. Yes, 
but not in an attempt to convince 
the people of the same narrative, 
but rather to open the door and 
welcome meaningful and change-
making discussion.

The question is begged: How 
do AMP and PUB define, “commu-
nity owned public utility?” if we, 
the community, cannot penetrate 
the process? It has all the feel and 
hall-mark of a 1 percent vs. a 99 
percent log jam.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Turn that down
Editor:

The time is 9:40 p.m. on a 
Sunday night (a Sunday night!) and 
for a second full day this weekend, 
I am being disturbed by thumping, 
banging and blaring noise from the 
“festival” at the USS Hornet. 

The clamor bombarded me 
through double pane windows and 
from at least from a mile away. A 
festival is supposed to be a joy-
ous time, but it is not pleasurable 
for me or other non-celebrants to 
be assaulted with such unwanted 
cacophony.

I am guessing that none of 
the City Councilmembers who 
approved this event lives on the 
West End. (We miss you, Tony!) Nor 
did it occur to any to suggest that 
the volume might be turned down 
so as to not disrupt the peace of 
normally peaceful neighbors.

Truly, the booming is terrible: 
drums and screeching keep me 
from sleep and earplugs do little 
to assuage the racket. Shame on 
you, City Council, for being so 

Councilman Weighs in on Fernside Walkways
Frank Matarrese

We are going to keep the East 
End’s walkways to the water’s 
edge open to the public. At the 
April 18 meeting, the City Council 
gave input to the City Manager 
Jill Keimach on the next steps 
for these walkways. Incidentally, 
“public walkway” is the term for 
these unique neighborhood fea-
tures and is used in the 2010 
bike-walk master plan to describe 
25 public access paths, citywide, 
including these three on Fernside 
Boulevard. 

To be clear, during City 
Council discussion on April 18th, 
nobody supported selling these 
City properties, though there are 
unresolved encroachment issues 
on portions of this City land. The 
records are being reviewed by the 

City Attorney’s office to get as 
much information on what build-
ing has occurred over the years 
and to sort out any open legal 
questions. If, for some reason, leas-
ing portions of City land becomes 
an option, I want consideration 
of funding maintenance of these 
Public Walkways from lease pay-
ments to be part of that discus-
sion. Regardless, I’m for keeping 
public access on these Walkways 
and against selling this land.

For next steps, I wanted actions 
to include addressing safety, 
improved signage, repairs of haz-
ards, police patrols, potential fea-
tures (docks, piers, etc.), all of 
which seemed to be Council con-
sensus. I agree with these mea-
sures, emphasizing the need for 
Alameda’s Recreation and Park 

Commission to review options 
for the Fernside public walk-
ways and water access, take 
public comment and provide 
recommendations to the City 
Council on a practical plan for 
use and maintenance of these 
public spaces. 

As of now, temporary fenc-
ing has been installed to keep 
people from falling into the 
water and to prevent injury. 
These Public Walkways are on 
APDs beat patrols as well. The 
City is going to engage a land-
scape architect to come up with 
potential plans for these impor-
tant neighborhood features.

I look forward to a full 
examination and discussion 
of any plans and options at 
the Recreation and Parks 
Commission public hearings, 
anticipated in the August-
September timeframe. 

I expect the Recreation and 
Parks Commission to vote on 
recommendations to the City 
Council on how to improve 
and maintain Fern side’s public 
walkways for Alameda to enjoy. 
I encourage everyone to look at 
these plans and options when 
they come out and let us know 
what you think.

Frank Matarrese is a member 
of the City Council

inconsiderate of a large number 
of your constituents. Please do 
not approve a Second Annual Ship 
Shore Festival.

— Martha Hawkins

Lum families deserve 
tours of new schools
Editor:

I’m extremely disappointed in 
the way AUSD is handling the reas-
signment of Lum school students 
in the wake of the School Board’s 
decision to close Lum.

Parents are not being told new 
school assignments until four 
days before the end of the school 
year.  Additionally, no planned 
tours or visiting hours are being 
offered to families until June 15th 
when school will be out for the 
summer.  This is too late and 
doesn’t give families the informa-
tion they need.  

I am a public school teacher 
and parent who loves and believes 
in public schools, however AUSD 
is ignoring its’ obligation to fami-
lies by refusing to open schools to 
new parents.  I’m afraid that the 
actions of AUSD and some AUSD 
principals will drive parents away 
to other districts, charters or pri-
vate schools.

This is not the way to treat par-
ents or students who are already 
reeling from the unexpected and 
abrupt closure of their school.  
Parents want to see the school 
their child is attending in session 
before deciding if the school is the 

right fit for their child. Principals 
who expect to welcome Lum stu-
dents next fall should have open 
hours next week for families.  
AUSD has a responsibility to orga-
nize tours if principals are unwill-
ing or unable.

Parents deserve to see instruc-
tion in action, teacher/student 
interaction and a school’s learning 
environment before sending their 
child there.

Prospective kindergartners 
and their families are given tours 
of their new schools while class is 
in session, Lum students should 
be given the same consideration.  
Tours of classes in session would 
help students and parents feel 
comfortable with their new school 
or allow parents to apply for a 
transfer if they feel the school is 
not the right fit for their child.

AUSD should be encourag-
ing family/school partnership by 
inviting parents in, not discourag-
ing such a partnership by holding 
families at arm’s length and mak-
ing them wait until summer to see 
their schools.

It is not too late for AUSD or 
individual principals to do the 
right thing.

Visiting hours before summer 
break should be planned and pub-
licized.

Families should be invited to 
see their new school before June 
8th. Anything less is a unneces-
sary disappointment that no Lum 
Bear should have to bear.

— Julie Dulay 


