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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Joe Heller

Irene Dieter
On May 23, speakers handed 

out a lot of kudos at the Site A 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
first new neighborhood at Alameda 
Point. One individual was not men-
tioned but certainly deserves much 
of the credit: John Russo. 

The city manager from 2011 to 
2015, Russo paved the way for the 
city itself to develop the base using 
a parcel-by-parcel development 
approach.

For starters, in an effort to 
make Alameda Point a competitive 
bidder for the Lawrence Berkeley 
Lab’s Second Campus, Russo asked 
the Navy to convey the proposed 
lab site near the USS Hornet to 
the city at no cost. Although the 
city did not end up being the win-
ning bidder, Russo’s move was the 
impetus for the Navy returning to 
its original plan of conveying the 
entire base to the city at no-cost. 

Russo then asked the City 
Council to invest $5 million to pre-
pare documents needed to attract 

investors to our now-free land at 
Alameda Point. Those documents 
included land entitlements for the 
entire area, including an environ-
mental impact report and an infra-
structure plan. The lack of these 
documents was the leading stum-
bling block for developers. Russo 
explained that an investor needs to 
know what to expect on neighbor-
ing parcels. 

In a 3-2 vote, the former Council 
agreed to embark on a city-led 
approach. Retaining greater local 
control would mean the land could 
be sold to an end user rather than 
to developers with speculative 
interest but no immediate develop-
ment plans.

Russo then proposed the first 
planning area called the “Waterfront 
Town Center” around the Seaplane 
Lagoon. A detailed plan was drafted 
after applying for and receiving 
a $225,000 planning grant from 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission. 

Soon thereafter, the city-led 

This saddens me
Editor:

As a Social Studies teacher 
at Alameda High School, I am 
exposed to my share of drama. 
Sophomores have been my spe-
cialty since I started teaching. 
Young men and women ages 14 
to 16 fill my classroom daily. 
Adolescents are exploring their 
world and most experiences are 
new, important, fresh and often 
occupy all five senses at once. 

Most striking has been the polit-
ical activism and national topics 
spoken within our walls. It makes 
me feel young witnessing young 
people have these epiphanies in 
my classroom. Often I am used as a 
safe sounding board to developing 
opinions that are not their parents’.

“Black Lives Matter,” prom-pos-
als, “Feel the Bern,” school shoot-
ings, bigotry, “#MeToo,”  “I’m With 
Her,” pro-choice, gay marriage, 
pro-life, “Not-My-President,” young 
Republicans, “Just Say No,” more 
gun control, and prayer in school 
are just a few topics that have 
flowed through our classroom. 
Few topics were left behind.

Then came the Santa Fe High 
School shooting.

That morning while on a 
break, a notification broke the 
news of the Texan tragedy. Past 
experiences have shown me that 
many of my students got the same 
sad report. When the Parkland 
shooting occurred on Valentine’s 
Day, every period after lunch and 
the next day was in discussion 
and opinion. “To March or Not 
to March” discussions continued 
through the weeks until the walk-
out. There were a few Second 
Amendment debates soon after. 

This latest one is different. 
Not a single student has come to 
me about the shooting. No chat-
ter about the shooting between 
tasks. Nothing. During my last 
period I started to poke. “Did 
you hear about Santa Fe, Tex.?” I 
asked. “The shooting? Yah.” That 
was it! I tried another table but 
the response was similar. They 
had moved on. Moved on!

Today is the Monday after and 
not a student had a peep to say 
about a school of like size losing 
eight students and two teachers. 
As I write this I worry. Has this 
become the norm for our youth? 
Have we taught them this is an 
acceptable part of their American 
high-school experience that they 
must survive? I don’t know and 
this saddens me.

Although I waver in my hope 
for the future, tomorrow is anoth-
er day. A hug from my son, a talk 
with friends and a good night’s 
sleep should clear the clouds 
from my mind. Tomorrow I will 
ask more questions and open 
more minds.

But tonight I brood.
— Michael O’Malley

On the waterfront
Editor:

One of the reasons I moved to 
Alameda is for its bikeability. But, 
there’s nothing worse than living 
on an island and feeling cut off 
from the water. Alameda’s shore-
line trails for walking and cycling 
are disjointed, and even getting 
paddle boats and kayaks onto the 
estuary can be a struggle if you 
don’t have easy access to launch-
ing points.

The new plans for Alameda 
Marina call for opening up the 
property and providing access to 
a shoreline that has been walled 
off for generations. After listening 
to resident feedback, the develop-
ers have agreed to stretch the 
Bay Trail along the shoreline and 
have added contiguous walking 
and bike paths and lots of open 
space. There will be access points 
for paddle boats and other small 
craft, and the literal wall of build-
ings separating the marina from 
Clement Avenue will be cleared, 
giving full views of the estuary. 

Island living should feel like 
island living, and any new devel-
opment that comes along should 
enhance that feeling. 

Alameda Marina is an impor-
tant part of the Island’s history 
and deserves to be given back for 
residents to enjoy. 

— Casey Sparks

Amusing political ad
Editor:

I read, with some amusement, 
the ad that Gabrielle Dolphin 
placed in the Alameda Sun. It 
looks like those donations were 
spread over a seven-year peri-
od and all the people who made 
them are residents of our county 
as compared to the approximate-
ly $150,000 donated so far by New 
York billionaire, George Soros.

It appears that Pamela Price and 
her supporters can only run a nega-
tive campaign because they can’t 
point to anything that qualifies Price 
to be our District Attorney.

— George Phillips 

Thank you, Jill
Editor:

Thank you, [former City 
Manager] Jill [Keimach] for all the 
honest things you did for us here 
in this troubled city. Especially, 
thanks for the extremely qualified 
fire chief you selected to lead 
a morally bankrupt department. 
Your tenaciousness and honesty 
will serve you well in your future, 
which we will sorely miss. 

What lies in our future, anoth-
er round of John Russo? I and 
many others wish you well and 
hope you land in a city with bet-
ter support from your council or 
board of supervisors. Good luck.

— Mike Kelly

On sanctuary status
Editor:

James Frank’s recent letter on 
Alameda’s sanctuary city policy 
deserves a response (“Response on 
Sanctuary status in Island City,” May 
17.) The letter frames the opponents 
of unlawful sanctuary cities as being 
repulsive and xenophobic. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Xenophobia is defined as a fear 
or hatred of foreigners. Opponents 
of sanctuary cities don’t fear or 
hate foreigners, we just believe that 
foreigners entering our country 
should abide by our nation’s immi-
gration laws which, as a sovereign 
republic, we have every right to 
enforce. And there is nothing repul-
sive about expecting foreign nation-
als to respect our laws.

The letter writer also claims 
that he is “proud” to live in a sanc-
tuary city. I suggest that he tell 
grieving Angel Families (American 
families who’ve had members 
killed by illegal aliens in sanctuary 
cities) how “proud” he is about 
what happened to their loved ones. 
I suspect he would not get a posi-
tive response from those bereaved, 
suffering people.

Sanctuary cities are an assault 
on our nation’s sovereignty and 
have resulted in the deaths of inno-
cent Americans. That is why I plan 
to stand with Neal Rodriguez (“End 
Sanctuary Status in Alameda,” May 
17) against sanctuary cities and for 
my country on Central Avenue and 
Park Street every weekend. I hope 
my fellow American citizens will 
join us.

— Brian Kennedy

The Sun is a resource
Editor:

A quick note to say how much 
we appreciate the Alameda Sun and 
the job that you do. We have moved 
from Alameda but our link to keep-
ing us updated is the paper.  

Alameda is always in our hearts 
along with wonderful memories:  
people and organizations that care 
and work hard to make the Island a 
very special place. 

Keep up the great work.
— Audrey Lord-Hausman & 

Richard Hausman

Thanks for Bike Rodeo
Editor:

The fifth annual Alameda Bike 
Festival and Rodeo was held on 
May 12 at Ruby Bridges School.  
The goal of this event was to equip 
children and families to safely ride 
their bikes. 

To accomplish this goal, 
Alameda bike shops, Alameda 
Kiwanis, the Elks Lodge, Alameda 
Recreation and Park Department 
(ARPD) and school PTAs worked 
together. Riders young and old 
participated in Learn to Ride and 
Family Cycling classes. 

Volunteers from the Kiwanis, 
Elks, High School Key Clubs and 
parents gave away reflective safe-
ty vests, bicycle lights and hel-
mets. They performed helmet fit-
tings, installed bicycle bells and 
worked the skills-and-drills course 
to hone safe-riding practices. The 
BikeMobile set up shop and fixed 
more than 60 bicycles with ailments 
from flat tires to worn-out brakes 
and chains. Children and families 
from 25 schools benefited from this 
event.

The planning committee would 
like to thank the Elks Club for their 
helmet donations, tables and volun-
teers, the Kiwanis Club of Alameda 
for supplying safety equipment and  
more than 30 volunteers including 
the High School Key Clubs. Safe 
Routes to School, Alameda City 
Parks and Recreation deserve our 
thanks for their help with canopies.

LimeBike, AC Transit, BikeMobile, 
Timbuktu, Oakland Zoo, The Sewing 
Room, Cafe Jolie, Bowzer’s Pizza, 
Tuckers, Cookie Bar, Ruby Bridges 
School, Cycles of Change, Alameda 
Bicycle, Cycle City, Westside Joe’s 
Bikes and Stone’s Cyclery all con-
tributed donations and support.  

— Francesca Puccini,  
Denise Gasti, Alyson Ferguson  

& Ted Hommert

Idea on how to stop 
school shooters
Editor:

In a recent discussion in a coffee 
shop over how to stop the school 
shooter we came to the conclu-
sion that it would likely disturb 
the shooter enough for a couple of 
brave souls to rush in and take down 
the shooter. One person nearby said 
he had heard of a teacher who had 
placed a couple of baskets of rocks 
near the doors of his classroom and 

asked every student to take a few 
and be ready if anything happened. 

I like this low-tech approach. 
Simple, yet effective with round 
stones between golf ball and base-
ball sizes. I was reminded of a simi-
lar low-tech solution used by North 
Korea to take down American jets 
zooming through the valleys during 
the Korean War in the early 1950s. 

Just hidden by the ridgeline, 
farmers would wait with rocks in 
hand for the jet to come out of the 
valley. At the right instant, an old 
farmer, ignored by the jet, would 
yell, and rocks would fly high in the 
air at the ridgeline. 

Sometimes a flight-control 
was hit, or a canopy, or even the 
engines. A top U.S. fighter could 
be downed by a bunch of old guys 
with rocks. No need for pistols or 
armed students in schools. 

Everyone just needs to think of 
the group, and not me, me, me. 

— Richard Neveln

Missing Thank You
I on Alameda

redevelopment strategy was test-
ed by seeking qualified investors 
for developing Site A (mostly in 
the Waterfront Town Center) and 
Site B (in the nearby commer-
cial zone). Site A produced the 
desired results, with developers 
ready to invest in the site right 
away. The Site B commercial area 
attracted interested developers 
ready to purchase, but not ready 
to commit to starting develop-
ment until they saw some “there 
there” — that is, other develop-
ment. The city was not willing 
to sign over a big chunk of com-
mercial property with no com-
mitments.

Signing the Site A deal 
with developer Alameda Point 
Partners unlocked other invest-
ments. The tenant in the nearby 
Bladium Sports Club purchased 
the hangar. The building across 
the street from the Bladium was 
recently purchased and is now 
undergoing extensive rehab. 
Other businesses have signed 
lease-with-purchase options, 
such as Building 8, the three-
story building currently being 
refurbished for small businesses 
and start-up workspaces. 

At the Site A groundbreaking 
ceremony, Councilmember Frank 
Matarrese proudly announced 
other recent accomplishments, 
pointing to the nearby $50 million 
ferry maintenance facility near-
ing completion (a deal sealed 
under Russo) and to the other 
buildings being repurposed. A 
new passenger ferry terminal will 
be built in conjunction with Site 
A. “It will be the first new way 
on and off the Island in years,” 
said Matarrese. “There is now a 
‘there’ here!” 

Without Russo’s leadership, 
Alameda would probably still be 
talking about what to do to spark 
new development at Alameda 
Point. 

Thank you, Mr. Russo.

Irene Dieter posts stories and 
photos about Alameda at ion 
alameda.com.

Without John 
Russo’s leader-
ship, Alameda 
would probably 
still be talking 
about what to do.

Paula Rainey
I am concerned that the 

Alameda City Council’s recent proc-
lamation recognizing May as Jewish 
American History Month is being 
used to conflate Jewish heritage 
with all things Israel.

Among other manifestations 
of support for the government of 
Israel, the proclamation features, 
as its most prominent paragraph, 
the full introduction to AB 2844. 
Originally known as the “Anti-BDS 
[boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions] Bill, AB 2844 called for black-
listing any entity that supported 
BDS from doing business with the 
state of California. 

Such entities would have includ-
ed businesses, many churches, 
unions and individuals who, as a 
matter of conscience, refrain from 
doing business with companies or 
institutions that profit from Israel’s 
military occupation and other 
human-rights violations. 

More than 100 peace and justice 
groups across California formed a 
coalition to protest the bill, with 
many Jews part of the coalition. 
The ACLU and every civil rights 
legal organization that weighed in 
warned that political boycott is rec-

ognized by the Supreme Court as 
protected speech of the highest 
order. The bill as written would vio-
late the First Amendment. 

Accordingly, the bill was repeat-
edly revised; the title of “anti-BDS,” 
along with all sanctions against 
supporters of BDS, were stricken 
from the text. The legislature set-
tled on a final bill to appease the 
Israel-aligned proponents of the bill 
who were desperate to come up 
with something that showed sup-
port for Israel and denigrated BDS. 
The revised bill simply reiterates 
existing laws prohibiting state con-
tractors from discriminating on the 
basis of race, religion and other 
protected categories. 

The bill then goes on to imply 
that BDS supporters would likely 
discriminate against Jewish people. 
It is that sham bill, teetering on the 
edge of unconstitutionality by stig-
matizing, if not forbidding, political 
expression that the Alameda City 
Council chose to highlight in its 
proclamation recognizing Jewish 
heritage.

Silencing criticism or chilling 
honest discussion and outrage 
about the very real suffering we 
see in Gaza, Jerusalem and the 
West Bank is a serious affront to 
our constitutional rights, to say 
nothing of the need to speak 
out against human-rights abuses 
everywhere if we can ever hope to 
see change.  

That the Israeli Government 
continues to deliberately kill and 
maim the thousands of Palestinians 
who are opposing their forceful 
confinement to the world’s largest 
concentration camp that is Gaza, is 
wrong. Israel’s murderous attacks 
on those demonstrators have been 
condemned by the United Nations 
and a myriad of human rights  
organizations. 

All Things Israel
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Our elected  
officials never 
paused to make 
any reference to 
this sad truth. 

Commentary


