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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Joe Heller

That Park Street feeling 
expressed in song
Editor:

I would like to invite your read-
ers to sing this to the tune of “On 
Broadway.” 

At 3 p.m. don’t turn left 
On Park Street

The motorcycle cops  
will be right there.

Pay the fine, don’t give no look,
They’ve heard every line  

in the book,
Just regret the path you took

On Park Street.
When the bridge goes up,  

you’re in a jam
On Park Street

Look around there’s lots  
of company.

Don’t worry ‘bout what they say.
The bridge goes up  

every single day.
Forty-five minutes and  

you’re on your way
On Park Street.

If you’re lonely, you’ll find a friend
On Park Street.

Go see Stan the Man  
at the paper stand.

He don’t care the shape you’re in.
And Sam will play his mandolin.

Then you’ll smile and  
be glad you’re in,
On Park Street.

— Stevon Schwartz 

Open letter  
to Jill Keimach

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Ms.Keimach:
I want to apologize for the 

terrible experience you had in 
our city. I feel some responsibil-
ity, as I voted for Malia Vella. She 
came to my door during her City 
Council campaign and spoke with 
me at length. I was impressed that 
she did that, and also impressed 
that she had public policy train-
ing, something most of our 
Councilmembers lack.

On the other hand, I was 
disturbed that she evaded my 
question when I asked what she 
thought we should do about 
the costly pension issue. It was 
the only time during that hour-
long conversation that she did 
so. However, as is often the case 
with Alameda City Council elec-
tions, the options were limited, so 
I decided to give her the benefit of 
the doubt.

I regret that now. Michael 
Jenkins’ report on your allega-
tions, throttled as it seems to be in 
places, nevertheless laid bare an 
appalling landscape of self-inter-
ested exploitation of municipal 
resources for personal and politi-
cal gain, in Alameda, and beyond. I 
don’t consider myself to be politi-
cally naive, but I was shocked 

and disgusted by the threats and 
pressure you were subjected to, 
by persons and groups who dem-
onstrated no concern whatsoever 
for Alameda’s best interests.

It is rare to see someone take a 
stand on principles regardless of 
the personal cost. I want to thank 
you for putting Alameda first. 
Most particularly, I want to thank 
you for hiring a better-qualified 
candidate to serve as our fire chief 
in spite of the potential fallout. 
You seem to be the only person 
in the picture who remembered 
— or cared — that lives were in 
the balance.

I commend the sense of per-
sonal responsibility that drove 
you to do the right thing, and to 
hold those who tried to interfere 
accountable. I hope there is a 
city somewhere that will have the 
good sense to value that. Alameda 
clearly didn’t. Our loss.

Again, apologies, and best 
wishes for a more peaceful and 
appreciative future than we were 
able to offer you.

— Morgan

Weren’t those  
Liberty ships?
Editor:

I read with some interest the 
article about the proposed ship-
ways development (“Shipways 
Project before Planning Board,” 
May 10). The article talks about 
how the shipways were built by 
Bethlehem Shipbuilding to con-
struct 23,000-ton troopships; 
however, I was always under the 
impression that it was, rather, 
Liberty ships that were built at 
the shipways. Indeed, I have seen 
claims that more Liberty ships 
were constructed at those ship-
ways than any other location. 

And if you look at the troop-
ships you speak of, they do 
seem kind of small for a 23,000-
ton troop ship, and don’t look 
like they could handle more than 
6,000 passengers. (The Bethlehem 
shipyard, apparently, covered a 
big chunk of the North Shore, of 
which the shipways comprised a 
small portion.)

— Jeff Mark

Editor’s note: Bethlehem Steel 
built 385 Liberty ships, all at its 
Bethlehem-Fairfield Shipyard in 
Baltimore, Md. The company built 
no Liberty ships in Alameda. Rather 
Bethlehem built eight troop trans-
port ships on its shipways here. 

These ships — at 608 feet, 11 
inches long with a 75-foot, six-inch 
beam — were larger than Liberty 
ships. They could accommodate 
5,200 troops with a complement of 
32 officers and 324 enlisted men. 
These large ships could displace 
20,120 tons of water when fully 
loaded. Liberty ships displaced a 
mere 14,425 tons. 

Henry J. Kaiser’s Permanente 
Shipyards No. 1 and 2 in Richmond 
built 489 Liberty ships, while 
Marinship Corp. in Sausalito built 15. 
No other Liberty ships were built in 
the Bay Area. 

Writer finds ‘hit 
piece’ appalling
Editor

I am writing to express my out-
rage at a recent political hit piece 
delivered to my home and paid for 
by New York billionaire George Soros. 
It was bad enough that the facts 
were excluded and cast aspersion on 
our district attorney, Nancy O’Malley 
(who has a laudable record and 
national recognition for her work).

It was the inclusion of a grainy 
picture portrayed to be a man dead 
or dying while in police custody. I 
find the taste level of this piece to 
be appalling and well beyond the 
boundaries of civility and morality.

I do not believe for a minute 
that the candidate Soros is sup-
porting was unaware of this effort 
to impugn our district attorney. 
Rather than use partial, unfinished 
quotes to distort the Mercury News’ 
opinion of a candidate, I will include 
a full paragraph of their evaluation 
of O’Malley’s opponent. 

“Price’s criminal justice advo-
cacy is laudable. But that doesn’t 
qualify her to be district attorney. 
She’s never been a prosecutor, 
and her only criminal work was 15 
months as a defense attorney in 
1983 and ’84.”

Despite Soros’ efforts from afar, 
I believe the citizens of Alameda 
County want an experienced and 
capable person to serve as our 
district attorney, not someone who 
has stated she would not prosecute 
crimes like drunk driving, car break-
ins and some sex crimes.

Please do your homework and 
read the endorsements of our local 
newspapers and our political and 
civil leaders. Above all, please vote 
on June 5. Your vote will count.

— George Phillips

Oddie and Oddier
Editor: 

Five votes were cast in the deci-
sion to pay off City Manager Jill 
Keimach. So Councilmember Jim 
Oddie, who is found to have exer-
cised undue influence on Keimach, 
participates and votes in a closed-
door session that concludes with the 
decision to pay the same Keimach 
roughly $900,000 of taxpayer money 
to essentially go away?

And the City Attorney does not 
see a conflict of interest there? 
Councilmember Oddie is not 
required to recuse himself? And his 
presence at this decision was fine 
with all other Councilmembers?

Even Vice Mayor Malia Vella, 
also at the center of the contro-
versy, should have recused herself 
on ethical grounds. Does anyone 
in city government have a sense of 
their fiduciary responsibility to the 
voters in Alameda?

And what good, if any, will come 
out of this whole sordid episode? 
Any real reform to address the influ-
ence of the municipal unions on 
City Council decisions?

Nah, it’s Alameda.
— Robert Gavrich

Editor’s note: The city is still inves-
tigating ways to compensate Keimach. 

Gratitude for a grove
Editor:

I’m writing to send out a big 
thank you to Robert E. Jessen and 
family for having had the foresight 
and generosity to plant and dedicate 
a grove of cypress trees out in Crown 
Beach. I’ll always be grateful for him 
and people like him who see the 
intrinsic value in nature itself and 
the immeasurable intangible wealth 
we derive from our public lands. 

I walk through almost every day, 
past the small stone monument and 
plaque, slow down a bit and take 
it in. It gives me a moment’s peace 
and hope. Thanks, Mr. Jessen.

— Jan Edmunds

Harbor Bay Club 
conversation
Editor:

Did a letter last week (“What 
to do with the Harbor Bay Club,” 
May 17) actually renew a conversa-
tion from several years back about 
the Harbor Bay Club leaving its 
long-standing location? The idea of 
establishing a retirement commu-
nity with health care there instead 
is a good one. 

I didn’t know there were pos-
sible plans to again “do something 
with it” since Alamedans over-

whelmingly didn’t want to move 
it so a developer might cash in on 
building 80 to 160 two- to three-
story homes on the site.

Just as a reminder, those of us 
solicited to buy homes in Harbor 
Bay Isle back in the 1970s and ’80s 
were repeatedly told the club would 
always be a benefit of buying into 
the neighborhood. That one of the 
area’s prime benefits was being able 
to walk — not drive — there. 

Why not keep it as an athletic 
club but perhaps add some senior 
benefits? How about opening a chil-
dren’s area as a possible day-care 
center for the public? It would ben-
efit all demographics.

P.S. Big thanks to the Alameda 
Sun for printing letters from actual 
Alameda people every week!

— Mike Lano

A poem on Encinal 
Extravaganza

The Alameda Sun received this 
poem from one of the city’s poets lau-
reates about the West End tradition, 
the Encinal Extravaganza of Bands.

See the flag spinners,
And rifle flippers,
Curtsy and glide,

Grinning,
Make-up and focus,
Belying their youth.

See the band,
Resplendent in militarized jackets,

Striding up the block,
Working the trombone’s arm,

Sticking the drums,
Pushing music into the air,
The surrendered neighbors  

curb-side,
Lauding the invaders.

Elsewhere there is flux,
Jerusalem, Venezuela, Sante Fe,

But today,
On one end of this island,

Grown-ups cheered children,
Marching children,

Whose chief concerns,
Were the right notes and steps. 

— Gene Kahane

Ashley Jones
Public education continues to 

spend an inordinate amount of 
time in teaching our children facts 
that are readily accessible on their 
iPhones. The motivation that drives 
people to do what they do remains 
an area untouched in the class-
room. 

I think this is because opin-
ions are not testable. The SATs 
and achievement tests are used as 
a basis for college entrance. You 
can’t argue with facts, but we short-
change our children by not pursu-
ing ideas and opinions. The only 
thing I remember from my history 
classes at Stanford is an opinion 
offered by a professor. He said, 
“Ladies and gentlemen, I want you 
to know that the next world war 
will be fought not between nations, 
but between the haves and the 
have-nots.”

That prophetic statement is, for 
me, the basis upon which I believe 
we need to address the study of 
our world today. It is in the world 
of the unknown that we challenge 
our young people, forcing them to 
think outside the box. The only 
thing that seems to force them to 
learn is in the playing of games on 
their laptops. This is the challenge 
in their world today. The most-
able students are constantly bored. 
Nothing is grabbing them. 

A textbook can become a ter-
rible weapon in the hands of an 
unimaginative teacher.

Ashley Jones lives in Alameda. 

Today’s 
Students Need 
More Solid 
Motivation

Off the Cuff

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin
Judge Richard Bartalini (Ret.) 

presented his case for electing 
Nancy O’Malley (incumbent) 
for Alameda County District 
Attorney June 5. To his com-
mentary (“O’Malley Still Right for 
District Attorney,” May 10) I offer 
this rebuttal.

First, this is not a “re-elec-
tion.” 2018 is the first time in 53 
years Alameda County has had 
a choice as to who our District 
Attorney (DA) will be. As far as 
the democratic process goes, the 
June 5 election is a momentous 
event.

O’Malley has worked in the 
DA’s office for some 30 years. For 
eight of those years she has been 
the DA. Bartalini cited O’Malley’s 
recent “fairness” by her dismissal 
of 6,000 old marijuana cases. She 
had to. Marijuana is now legal. 
O’Malley was an active agent in 
the “war on drugs” during her 
30-year tenure in the DA’s office 
and was instrumental in the 
arrest and conviction of those 
she must now release.

Bartalini attempts to dismiss 
O’Malley’s challenger (Pamela 
Price) stating she has “never 
been a prosecutor.” In addition 
to Price being an exceptionally 
accomplished civil rights attor-
ney, she has had a successful 
career as a trial lawyer. Price has 
tried more cases than the incum-
bent and has argued more cases 
in both the U.S. and California 

Supreme Courts. To this record 
add the many times Price has 
argued before the Ninth Circuit 
Federal Court of Appeal. In addi-
tion, there are many judges on 
the Alameda County Superior 
Court bench who never practiced 
criminal law, yet they sentence 
people to jail every day.

Supreme Court Justice Elena 
Kagan was never even a judge 
before being appointed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, nor was 
the great Justice Louis Brandeis 
or California’s Earl Warren. 
Thurgood Marshall had never 
been a judge prior to President 
John F. Kennedy appointing him 
to the U.S. Second Circuit Court 
of Appeal.

It’s disingenuous to say that 
Price “will only pursue felony 
cases,” as if everyone else by 
“implication” will go scot free. 
Currently, our criminal justice 
system over-criminalizes and 
decimates communities of color 
and the poor. This has been hap-
pening the entire time the incum-
bent has been a part of the DA 
office.

O’Malley opposed Proposition 
47, the initiative that reduced 
the classification of most “non-
serious and nonviolent property 
and drug crimes” from a felony to 
a misdemeanor. During much of 
her tenure, the only minors she 
prosecuted as adults were — no 
surprise — black and brown. 

Price’s platform will reform 

the system in order to deliv-
er justice to our communi-
ties so that we can experience 
that peace we so desperately 
desire. Without justice, there 
is no peace. In quick sum-
mary, Price has a platform 
which includes ending mass 
incarceration, eliminating 
the death penalty, protecting 
immigrant communities, hold-
ing the police accountable and 
reducing gun violence.

Most concerning, howev-
er is to hear a former judge 
dismiss O’Malley’s taking of 
$10,000 from the Fremont 
Police Union as a “mistake,” 
and simply an “error in 
judgment.” The money was 
taken at the same time she 
was investigating the union 
president for the fatal shoot-
ing of an innocent, pregnant, 
16-year-old Latina. 

Two weeks after receipt 
of the donation, the officers 
involved in the death were 
exonerated. If this were a 
“mistake” or “lapse in judg-
ment,” it could be rectified by 
returning the money. To date, 
this has not happened. 

The incumbent has also 
taken a $1,000 contribution 
from a nonprofit organization 
in violation of IRS law, and 
thousands from a developer, 
James Tong, who was later 
fined $650,000 for skirting envi-
ronmental-protection laws.

This is not a lapse of judg-
ment nor isolated events. 
This is a pattern of behavior 
that suggests corruption and 
points to what is nationally 
recognized as a two-tiered jus-
tice system. Ordinary people 
who commit petty, nonviolent 
crimes rot for decades in inhu-
mane prisons. Political lead-
ers in high offices who commit 
serious felonies receive full-
scale immunity.

No one can deny that 
there’s a lot wrong with our 
justice system. But we will 
never be on the path to prog-
ress if those on the inside, 
including O’Malley, look the 
other way, and — most impor-
tantly — we allow them to do 
so. After 53 years, it’s time for 
a change and we finally have 
a choice.

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin 
lives in Alameda and is co-pres-
ident of the Alameda Democratic 
Club.

Response on District Attorney Race
Commentary
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