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Joe Heller

Mike Roddy
American media rarely mention 

the climate consequences of indus-
trial logging. I have researched and 
published on this subject, though 
it’s been a few years. Are you aware 
that the United States is respon-
sible for 25 percent of global wood-
product consumption? About one-
third of that wood comes from 
Canada, including old growth in the 
boreal forest, courtesy of the Koch 
brothers’ subsidiaries.

About half of the wood used in 
the U.S. goes to buildings, most-
ly wood-frame housing. Very few 
other countries use wood for con-
struction; Canada and Australia are 

the other outliers. The U.S. has 
destroyed more than 90 percent 
of its primary forests, and is on its 
way to doing that in Canada. An 
old-growth forest can contain more 
than 1,000 tons of wood per acre, 
versus about 150 tons for a tree 
farm. Tree farms are not sustain-
able, since they tend to fail after 
three or four “rotations.” That’s 
why they don’t clearcut softwoods 
in Europe.

We have one of the world’s high-
est death rates from fires, due to 
wood framing. After the Malibu, 
Oakland Hills and Santa Rosa fires, 
fire departments (that want to 
stay busy), architects and builders 

No one should  
go hungry
Editor:

The federally funded 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), for-
merly known as food stamps, 
helps more than 40 million low-
income Americans, including 
most of the 5,000 Island City 
residents served by the Alameda 
Food Bank. SNAP is the first 
line of defense against hunger 
for working families earning low 
wages, seniors, children, people 
with disabilities, veterans and 
people who are between jobs or 
do not have steady employment, 
often for reasons outside of their 
control.

The changes currently 
being considered in the 2018 
Farm Bill by the U.S. House of 
Representatives would push large 
numbers of working families off 
SNAP and impose stricter rules 
that would subject millions more 
to harsh eligibility cutoffs, leading 
to greater hunger and poverty. 
This despite the fact that efforts 
to fight hunger consume only 1 
percent of the federal budget.

Although the Alameda Food 
Bank receives very little federal, 
state or city funding and would 
not be directly affected, these 
cuts would create an even great-
er need in the food banks’ com-
munity, further stretching the 
food bank’s limited resources.

No one should go hungry in 
the most prosperous nation in 
the world. Please let U.S. Rep. 
Barbara Lee know that you sup-
port her efforts to save SNAP so 
she can help fight these cuts. And 
please give what you can to help 
the Alameda Food Bank keep 
food on your neighbors’ tables.

— Cindy Houts
Executive Director

Alameda Food Bank

Pay attention  
to actual news
Editor: 

The way the online reader-
ship has reacted to the story 
about the City Manager’s record-
ings of potential wrongdoing by 
Alameda City Councilmembers 
(“City Manager Tapes Head to 
District Atty.,” April 19) glaringly 
shows a kind of double standard 
when it comes to the media. 

In this era of “fake news,” 
something like a funny double-
meaning in a headline gets all 
this attention while information 

about a fire union controlling a city 
goes unnoticed. 

If you don’t want fake news, try 
paying this much attention to the 
actual news for a change. 

— Jane Ruiz

Looking forward  
to positive change
Editor: 

The student walkout against gun 
violence and commemorating the 
19th anniversary of the Columbine 
school massacre conducted by 
Alameda high schoolers was an 
impressive display of unity. It showed 
the commitment of our youth to per-
sist in their efforts to be safe, to be 
heard and to make a change in the 
status quo (“Students Add Twist to 
City Luncheon,” April 26).

The April 20 student walkout 
brought together students from 
three of the Island’s high schools. 
They united their mile-and-a-half 
long march on Alameda’s elected 
officials and businesses leaders at 
the annual Chamber of Commerce 
City Manager’s address luncheon at 
a local winery. 

They organized 200 youths 
beneath the wings of the Encinal 
fighter jet. They then took to the 
streets chanting songs of movement 
and hope: from pushing back the 
NRA, to raucous reaffirmation of the 
people’s power in owning the path 
to justice and legislative change. 

After they arrived at the win-
ery luncheon they aimed to block 
access all the while standing firm 
and demanding to address the busi-
ness assembly and their elected 
officials. For after all, this was a 
protest. And they were the face of 
a movement. 

After a 20-minute standoff of 
negotiation over if they would be 
allowed to send representatives or 
the whole group of youths in, the 
organizers rejected the city officials 
requests and demanded to address 
their City Council, Mayor Trish 
Spencer and 19 business communi-
ty leaders outside at their assembly. 

The city officials acquiesced. As 
did 90 business leaders who exited 
the winery and spilled unto the sun-
lit tarmac. It had been three hours 
already. Yet, for 20 minutes, the 
students spoke their truths. They 
spoke their fears. They were unde-
terred. They were not interrupted 
in their cause. They were strong, 
and they were united. 

We in Alameda have a great 
future representing us in this time 
of national and social upheaval. If 
this student expression of protest 
is any indication of the positive 

change to come, then deal me in. 
— Amos White

Speeding on the Island
Editor:

I am writing regarding the pos-
sible reasons why traffic and speed-
ing has gotten progressively worse 
in our city. This is a wide-spread 
concern that cuts across all social 
and economic lines, as I do believe 
most Alameda residents want safer 
streets. Speeding impacts our abil-
ity to walk or bike in what is con-
sidered a pedestrian-friendly city. 
Speeding infringes on our right to 
enjoy the peace, beauty and charm 
that, for many of us, are the exact 
reasons why we moved to Alameda.

I live on what I believed was a 
quiet, residential block. Over the 
years our quiet street has turned 
into a “skirt-away street” where 
cars circumvent the street parallel 
to us with a light and speed down 
our block in an effort to avoid the 
light. This means that between the 
hours of 4 and 7 p.m. speeding is 
especially egregious.

I do believe that a lot of this 
increased speeding and congestion 
is due, in large part, to navigation 
apps like Waze that send cars zip-
ping down our otherwise quiet resi-
dential street. This is compounded 
by the increase in rideshare like 
Uber and Lyft, which use these 
navigation apps to get to their des-
tination the quickest way possible.  

Reduced law enforcement is 
also to blame, as well as an aging 
infrastructure that does not encour-
age traffic calming. Add to this a 
lack of personal awareness of the 
importance of driving within the 
speed limit.

My street is not the only street 
with this issue but is one of the 
many other residential streets that 
have seen speeding increase as a 
result of the above. The problem 
with speeding is not confined to 
residential streets either. Speeding 
on the arterial streets through 
Alameda has significantly increased 
over the years as well.  

This is an election year and I 
do believe this is a potential hot-
button topic and should be at the 
top of the list in terms of issues we 
need to tackle in the next few years. 

— Nicole Blake 

No place for a hotel
The Alameda Sun received a copy 

of this letter and a response from the 
acting City Manager Liz Warmerdam.

Ms. Warmerdam,
In a recent edition of the 

Alameda Sun there was a letter 
addressing the issue of 2350 Harbor 
Bay Parkway and the continued 
attempt by a developer to build 
a 100-room hotel on the bay-front 
shoreline (“Open Letter to Council,” 
March 22).

I don’t need to repeat the mul-
titude of reasons why this devel-
opment should not proceed. Yet 
City Planner Andrew Thomas con-
tinues to advocate for the rezoning 
of Parcel 1, owned by developer 
Mina Patel, from office to hotel. The 
Planning Board voted to not recom-
mend hotel zoning for that small 
1.17-acre parcel on Jan. 22. 

What mystifies me and my 
neighbors is why this issue has not 
been put to rest. Please advise your 
staff to listen to the board and the 
community which has made it clear 
Parcel 1 is too small for a hotel. In 
addition, the neighboring Shoreline 
Parcel 4, which is included in all 
plans to accommodate this hotel 
was dedicated to the city and was 
intended to complete Shoreline 
Park.

As acting City Manager you are 
in position to have Parcel 4 con-
veyed to the city so Shoreline Park 
can finally be completed. I am urg-
ing you to instruct city staff to move 
forward with the conveyance.

— Gary Thompson

Dear Mr. Thompson: 
Thank you for your email of 

April 5. In regards to the zoning 
issue, the question of whether a 
hotel should be an allowed use 
under the zoning for the site on 
Harbor Bay is a question for the 
City Council. Both our staff and the 
Planning Board simply make recom-
mendations. The City Council pub-
lic hearing to consider the matter 
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 15.

Regarding the waterfront strip 
of land, on March 27 I sent a writ-

Wood Frames, Sea 
Levels Won’t Mix

persuaded survivors to rebuild 
using wood.

American homes last 60 years 
on average. In countries that use 
masonry or reinforced concrete 
for homes, they last for centuries. 
This is a huge and hidden cost 
in the U.S. The increased finan-
cial throughput from constant 
rebuilding artificially inflates our 
standard of living. Some of the 
reasons are insect and rot degra-
dation and fire. 

Logging in the U.S. and 
Canada accounts for more than 
600 million tons of annual car-
bon-dioxide emissions. 

If we used steel, it would 
raise the price of construction 
about 2 percent (framing is 
only about 18 percent of home 
construction’s  hard costs). 
Builders would hate to pay it, 
and would have to retrain asso-
ciated trades. Consumers can’t 
see the steel behind the drywall, 
and won’t pay a small premium, 
partly since the media have not 
educated them about wood’s 
flammability, fragility and envi-
ronmental carnage.

Logging in North America is 
heavily subsidized in numerous 
ways. Replanting is a tax writeoff. 
Taxpayers pay for roads in 
national forests, and much else. 

I have built hundreds of homes 
with light-gauge steel, published 
many articles on the subject, testi-
fied before trade groups and two 
Congressional committees. The 
facts stated above can be refer-
enced in scientific papers and 
government reports. 

There is even more reason to 
avoid wood framing in Alameda: 
When King Tides and sea-level 
rise arrive, wood framing will 
rot and deteriorate. Galvanized 
steel would remain unharmed. 

After Katrina, houses in New 
Orleans’ Ninth Ward, still stand-
ing after the flood waters reced-
ed, had to be hauled away. 

Currently we are erecting 
wood-framed homes using (even 
worse) formaldehyde-laced 
wood.

Mike Roddy lives in Alameda.

Commentary

ten request to Harbor Bay Isle 
Associates (HBIA) requesting we 
discuss the conveyance of the 
waterfront parcel from HBIA to the 
city to complete Shoreline Park. I 
anticipate that we will be meeting 
with HBIA representatives in the 
near future to discuss the details. 
I hope to have more information 
in time for the May 15 City Council 
meeting. 

Thank you for your interest in 
these matters. Please do not hesi-
tate to contact Andrew Thomas 
if you have any questions about 
zoning matters or Assistant City 
Attorney Celena Chen if you have 
any questions about the proposed 
land transfer.

— Liz Warmerdam

The real McKay
Editor:

Before I go any further I want to 
thank Doug Biggs for the work he 
is doing with homeless at Alameda 
Point Collaborative. This is the 
main reason I’m writing this letter. 

I want Doug to know that he has 
far more support in this community 
than some people would think. The 
commentary that he refers to in his 
response (“The Real McKay Story,” 
April 26) in my opinion was not the 
true feelings of this community. 

I’m grateful to Doug for set-
ting the story straight, it is truly 
unfortunate that someone who had 
represented the City of Alameda as 
a councilmember would be willing 
to “bend” the truth so far. 

Again, Doug, keep up the good 
work and know you have the sup-
port of this community. 

— John Piziali

Release the recordings
Editor:

What I find most disturbing 
about what is going on at City 
Hall, (“City Manager Tapes Head to 
District Attorney,” April 19) is that 
so much distrust has been created 
no one believes that anyone is tell-
ing the truth. 

I have heard that the report was 
released on May 2, and that it will 
be heavily redacted, which does 
not serve to get to the truth. If spec-
ulation as to what really happened 
is to end, then we need to hear the 
tape recordings that were made. 

Jill Keimach is willing to have 
them released. I call on Vice-Mayor 
Malia Vella and Councilmember Jim 
Oddie to allow for their release as 
well so that we as Alameda resi-

dents and voters can hear them. It 
is the only way to restore credibil-
ity at City Hall.

— Karen Miller

Alameda needs more 
staff like Keimach
Editor:

Integrity. Commitment. 
Courage. These three character-
istics describe City Manager Jill 
Keimach. She has shown that she is 
willing to do what is right and will 
stand up for her principles, even if 
it means losing her job. We need 
more people like her.

Unfortunately, in my opin-
ion, Vice-Mayor Malia Vella and 
Councilmember Jim Oddie do not 
seem to share those characteristics. 
The City Manager’s hiring of staff is 
to be free from Councilmember per-
suasion. Calling an inappropriate 
meeting with Keimach, Oddie and 
Vella — quite possibly unfairly — 
damaged the public’s confidence in 
the fire department. 

If, in fact, they threatened that 
our firefighters would not protect 
and serve the public if Keimach did 
not hire their candidate, that would 
be alarming. In that circumstance, 
the public will deserve to know 
whether Oddie and Vella acted on 
their own, or if, like Pinocchio, 
someone else was pulling their 
strings. Sunshine is the best anti-
septic. As a result, the Alameda Sun 
will need to shine brightly until we 
get answers.

— Mike Melendez

Open letter to Bonta
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Assemblyman Bonta: 
There is a historic criminal 

justice reform movement sweep-
ing the country. This movement 
surfaced locally when Alameda 
County learned incumbent 
District Attorney Nancy O’Malley, 
received a $10,000 campaign 
donation from the Fremont 
Officers Association. She followed 
this contribution with the exon-
eration of those officers involved 
in the fatal shooting of a 17-year-
old woman last year. 

Given the body of legislative 
work you have put forward over 
the years, legislation aimed at help-
ing people overcome the injustice 
of our criminal justice system, I’m 
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