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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Why so many  
people hate Trump 
Editor:

I find it impossible to under-
stand how a sentient person liv-
ing in these United States has no 
understanding of why President 
Donald Trump is hated by so 
many people (“Why does every-
one hate the president?” April 13).

We, the people who despise 
Trump, have listened to what the 
man said over the course of the 
election. He spewed hate, igno-
rance, misogyny and bigotry.

There is a record of most of 
his ignorant remarks thanks to his 
unrestrained use of Twitter. He 
has continued with his lies since 
the election. Words have mean-
ing. He is a disgrace to the highest 
office and has brought the level of 
discourse to an all-time low. 

In my opinion and many oth-
ers’ the president gained office 
only by the use of lies, racism and 
a lot of help from his good buddy 
and repressive dictator Vladimir 
Putin. I suggest you take a good 
look at the record of Trump’s rav-
ings to get an understanding of 
why many of us believe there is 
an malignant clown in the White 
House.

— Sue McIntire

Alameda should be a 
climate change leader
Editor:

Every year Earth Day reminds 
us of the fragile condition of our 
earth and the need to do every-
thing we can to protect it. This 
year, honoring Earth Day is more 
important than ever. Our region is 
already facing increasing climate 
change impacts with a five-year 
drought followed by a historically 
wet winter with severe flooding, 
rising seas along the Bay shore-
line, severe wildfires across the 
state and rising temperatures. We 
are also faced with an adminis-
tration that refuses to acknowl-
edge the scope of the problem, 
invest in solutions or mitigate the 
already present impacts.

While our national leaders fail 
to act on these pressing issues, 
it is more important than ever 
that our local leaders do. This 
Earth Day, All Rise Alameda, a 
local women-led advocacy group, 
calls on Mayor Trish Spencer 
to demonstrate Alameda’s com-
mitment to addressing climate 
change locally by joining the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for 

Climate and Energy to reduce our 
city’s greenhouse gas emissions 
and enhance our resilience to cli-
mate change. 

Updating Alameda’s 2008 cli-
mate action plan and developing 
a transparent system to track 
our progress toward meeting our 
goals is a good place to start. 
Alameda should be helping lead 
the way toward a low-carbon 
future that protects our environ-
ment and our economy for our 
children and grandchildren.

— Danielle Mieler, Leadership 
Council, All Rise Alameda

Fourteen stories 
sounds like a mistake
Editor:

The recent Planning 
Commission decision to go for-
ward with a 14-story apartment 
building is a mistake. The chosen 
site is roughly 13 feet above sea 
level, which means that the apart-
ments could be subject to flood-
ing from storm surges sometime 
this century. 

Climate scientists have 
very recently determined that 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change projections of sea 
level rise are far too conservative, 
due to much higher rates of ice 
melt in Greenland and Antarctica, 
observed meltwater paths to the 
ocean from moraines and under-
water channels and spikes in 
global temperatures and methane 
releases in the last two years.

I am not privy to the soils 
reports for the proposed site, but 
that location is likely to dictate 
deep foundations, which would 
be vulnerable to inundation. High-
rise apartments call for mechani-
cal access to be buried under-
ground, creating further hazards. 
Finally, residents would have to 
approach the Posey Tube from an 
already overcrowded access point 
on the West End.

The proper solution to the 
housing crisis is to build what 
Alamedans want: low rise, small 
(not tiny) houses of around 900 
square feet, without garages.

Framing would be light-gauge 
100 percent recycled galvanized 
steel, which (unlike high-rise 
red iron), survives flooding well. 
Hard construction costs for these 
homes is roughly two thirds that 
of apartments. 

Disclosure: I am experienced 
in this niche, and would like to be 
the builder. Contact me at mike.
greenframe@gmail.com.

— Mike Roddy

Dede Tabor
I recently read an article writ-

ten by the executive director of 
the California Bike Coalition, Dave 
Snyder, about letting cyclists roll 
through stop signs. He was all in 
favor of it, but he doesn’t seem to 
have any idea of the real issue with 
bike riders following the “rules of 
the road,” that I see here in Alameda. 
Why do we need to concern our-
selves with allowing bikers to roll 
through stop signs when most riders 
don’t even ride on the street? 

It happens almost daily that 
I am walking my little dog down 
a quiet street here in town, and 
a rider comes up from behind or 
directly in front of me. Instead of 
them moving to the street, where 
they should be, I’m the one who 
must move out of their way (and I 
don’t do it quietly). 

They have no idea of the rules 
of the road, thinking that they, too, 
are pedestrians, and the sidewalk 
is their bike way (news flash: it’s 
called side-“walk” for a reason). 
Several times, sidewalk riders 
have come deathly close to run-
ning over my dog as they swerve 
around the corner! Really?!

Alameda bills itself as a “pedes-
trian-friendly” city. Yet I am contin-
ually disappointed or made angry 
when I see riders blatantly weave 
through crowded sidewalks and 
directly over spray-painted “No 
Bikes or Skates” signs on numer-
ous Alameda sidewalk corners or 
past police officers who ignore 
these riders with not so much as 
a head-turn. On a daily basis, I wit-

ness sidewalk bike riders breaking 
the rules of the road when there is 
a designated bike lane right beside 
them on the street! 

These bikers are often full-
grown adults, some wearing 
safety helmets and day-glow 
safety vests, and yet they ride 
on the sidewalk. Come on folks! 
Do pedestrians a favor, ride your 
bikes on the street!

I asked Alameda’s Chief of Police, 
Paul Rolleri, why officers don’t stop 
these law-breakers and give a friend-
ly reminder that they must follow 
the same rules of the road as any 
wheeled vehicle. His response was 
a shrug and a dismissal statement 
related to young children learning to 
ride on the sidewalk. 

I get that small kids should 
avoid big cars. However, it’s the 
parents or guardians teaching kids 
to ride bikes safely who are ulti-
mately responsible for instilling 
the rules of the road in the chil-
dren who will grow up to be safe 
and courteous riders. 

But after talking to a few clue-
less adults, I’ve learned that they 
don’t even know the rules of the 
road themselves. Isn’t it time for 
the police to teach them? In my 
opinion, it’s long overdue. 

By the way, I also have big 
issues with pedestrians and bikers 
who wear dark clothing, (or, cloak 
of invisibility) while out and about 
at nighttime (dumb), and bikers 
not announcing their presence 
when passing others on bike paths 
(rude), but I’ll leave it at that.

I’m a life-long bike rider. I learned 

to ride at 7 years old while living on 
the Alameda Naval Air Station. My 
father taught me to ride on the street 
and always follow the rules, such as 
hand signaling when turning. He also 
said to always be aware of pedestri-
ans crossing the street who may not 
see me. If the main street is bustling 
with cars, then I ride one street over 
to avoid them, ride safely on the 
street and let pedestrians have the 
sidewalk to themselves. 

To learn the biking rules of the 
road one need only go online and 
search “driving rules in California” 
or any other obvious driving rules 
keywords. Allow me to break it 
down to this: bike riders and auto-
mobile drivers are expected to 
follow the same rules of the road 
which includes (surprise!) not rid-
ing or driving on the sidewalk. 

Whew! I’m glad I got this off my 
chest. Now let’s see if it does any 
good. Happy biking!

Dede Tabor is an Alameda 
resident and life-long bike  
enthusiast.

The Alameda Sun received this 
letter in response to “‘Welcome the 
Stranger’ Project Evaluated,” April 6).

Mr. Tabor:
Thank you for your concern 

about the refugee family that 
Welcome the Stranger is accompa-
nying on their journey to indepen-
dence. However, I was saddened 
when I read your commentary.

It was surprising that you were 
able to reach so many negative 
comments about the Welcome the 
Stranger project without speaking 
to me, the chair of the Alameda 
Deanery Welcome the Stranger 
Refugee Support Team. 

I know you also did not speak 
to any of the core committee, nor, 
do I believe, that you spoke to 
any of the volunteers who have 
worked so hard to welcome and 
support this refugee family.

If I understand your use of the 
term “identity politics” to be the 
same as used by Combahee River 
Collective in April 1977, that is not 
what the Welcome the Stranger 
Refugee Support Team is about. 
We are a group of people who 
came together in response to Pope 
Francis’s plea to help and accom-
pany refugees in their transition to 
a safer life in a new country. 

Because we believed that it 
was time to take individual action 
to help out in a very dire situation, 
we decided that we could be most 

successful in 
helping one 
refugee family 
at a time. We 
did not care 
what religion 
they followed, 
who they 
were or from 
what country 
they came. 
What we did care about was that 
the world had to stop ignoring 
the poor, the homeless and the 
oppressed. Yes, we can only help 
one family at a time, but if every-
one helped one family at a time, 
there would be no poor, no home-
less and no oppressed.

You seemed to have completely 
misunderstood our mission. We 
did not “abandon” the family that 
we are accompanying the moment 
the clock struck six months. 
This family is our family and our 
friends, as we are theirs. They will 
always be our friends and our fam-
ily, as we will always be theirs. 

Our goal is to help them to 
become independent, self-suffi-
cient and able to live their lives 
however they wish in a new and, 
most of the time, wonderful coun-
try. This journey to total inde-
pendence is timeless. It does not 
happen in one day or six months. 

The challenge is to balance 
the ever-changing needs and the 

support with 
the ever-pres-
ent reality of 
guiding the 
family to inde-
p e n d e n c e , 
one step at a 
time. Our rela-
tionship with 
the family is 
long - last ing ; 

it just changes as their journey 
continues.

The support and love we have 
given, and will continue to give to 
them, is not governmental sup-
port. It is the effort and love of 
80 individuals who feel the same 
about answering Pope Francis’ 
call. We are not doing this because 
it makes us feel better about our-
selves. We are doing this because 
it is the way that we live our lives. 
Unfortunately, there was no “gov-
ernment grant;” we raised money 
from our friends, our families and 
our Catholic community.

The family was cleared to us by 
Catholic Charities, one of the three 
U.S.-sanctioned platforms for refu-
gee resettlement. And yes, we do 
hope to receive another family in 
the fall so that we can expand our 
own families and friends, and so 
that we can help others see that 
the world is a better place for all 
when we help another person or 
another family to find a safe home.

Setting Finer Points 
of Bicycle Safety

Conversation Continues on ‘Welcome the Stranger’

Local resident expresses concern over sidewalk riders
Commentary

These bikers are 
often full-grown 
adults, some 
wearing safety 
helmets and day-
glow safety vests, 
and yet they ride 
on the sidewalk.

I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to discuss directly with 
you what Welcome the Stranger 
Refugee Support Team is doing 
and why we are doing it. If you 
are interested in learning more 
about us, please contact me 
through the Alameda Sun.

Anna M. Rossi, chair of the 
Alameda Deanery Welcome the 
Stranger Refugee Support Team, 
lives in Alameda.

The challenge is to 
balance the ever-
changing needs 
with the ever-pres-
ent reality of guid-
ing the family to 
independence.

Thanks for an egg- 
cellent Scramble! 
Editor:

On behalf of the Alameda 
Recreation & Park Department, we 
would like to thank the following orga-
nizations for their recent support of 
our Splash into Spring Egg Scramble 
held on Saturday, April 15. Our appre-
ciation goes to the Rotary Club of 
Alameda for its financial sponsorship 
and volunteer assistance during the 
event. A big thanks to the Alameda 
Friends of the Parks Foundation for its 
continued financial support. 

We are thankful to the East Bay 
Regional Park District for allowing 
us to hold the event at Crab Cove, 
and for its staff support. 

Finally, we are grateful to 
members of the Alameda Youth 
Committee (AYC) and Boy Scout 
Troop No. 11, who assisted dur-
ing the event. Their collaboration 
helped make this annual event spe-
cial for all who attended!

— Christina Bailey, Recreation 
Services Specialist, ARPD

On hating the president
Editor:

In a letter to the editor (“Why 
does everyone hate the president?” 
April 13) I asked why so much vitriol 
was directed at the president. The fol-
lowing week there were a number 
of respondents, some were rather 
irrational and not very kind. I would 
appreciate the privilege of responding.

To Janet Beatty, (“Pay attention 
to the world around you,” April 20) 
I was not seeking your “affirmation.” 
You seem to have a stereotypical 
Marxist-oriented viewpoint, i.e., crit-
icizing my intellect. Your description 
of me as a “white male (true), finan-
cially well-off, disaffected,” would 
give a good chuckle to those who 
know me.  You cite some type of 
illicit contact with Russia. Any such 
nefarious activity is unfounded!

Katie Cameron’s response 
(“Double-barrel response” April 20) is 
generally well thought-out, but wrong 
nonetheless. It’s an angry Democrat 
response. There is no proven “cam-
paign collusion” with the Russians.  
You place much stock in “violation 
of the Emoluments clause of the U.S. 
Constitution” so wouldn’t this also, 
potentially, include Diane Feinstein 
and her husband Richard Blum, a 
very wealthy investment banker and 
real estate mogul? Likewise, Paul 
Pelosi, again a very wealthy invest-
ment banker. Do you really believe 
that they don’t benefit from their 
wives’ government positions? You 
seem selective in your accusations.

To Karen Green, (Disgusting 
beyond words,” April 20) I know 
nothing of your allegations regarding 
the Howard Stern or Wendy Williams 
show. Stern and the National 
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