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Letters to the Editor

Mister Humann

Sun cartoon could 
have started war
Editor:

You should be embarrassed by 
your anti-Russian cartoon of April 
5. Vilifying Russia has become 
a popular sport, but now that 
President Donald Trump has been 
pressured into a missile attack 
on Syria, the escalating danger of 
thermonuclear confrontation with 
Russia should prompt us to step 
back and consider a few facts.

n We have repeatedly gotten 
into wars over fake incidents: Gulf 
of Tonkin, babies ripped out of 
incubators in Kuwait and Saddam 
Hussein’s weapons of mass 
destruction, to name a few.

n The British have played a 
key role in snaring the United 
States into many of these wars.

n In the recent period, the 
British have led openly in the anti-
Russia campaign and have been 
frustrated at Trump’s reluctance.  
After Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s hysterics about the alleged 
Russian poisoning the Skripals, 
she was outraged that Trump said 
nothing, and that he even called 
Vladimir Putin and planned an 
official meeting. Then the top sci-
entist at Britain’s chemical weap-
ons lab said they have no proof 
that the chemical used came from 
Russia.

n Trump said two weeks ago 
he wanted to pull all U.S. troops 
out of Syria in the near term. This 
didn’t suit the British plan. All 
of a sudden, the British-funded, 
jihadi-connected White Helmets 
group in Syria produced tear-jerk-
ing video footage of child victims 
of chemical poisoning — alleg-
edly victims of the Syrian regime, 
backed by the Russians. Many top 
intelligence figures, such as the 
Veteran Intelligence Professionals 
for Sanity, agree that this was a 
fraud.

n On the chemical weapons 
attack in Syria in 2013, Carla 
Del Ponte of the United Nations 
Commision of Inquiry reported 
that it was the rebels, not the 
government, that carried out the 
sarin attack — the rebels backed 
by the U.S., Britain and France, 
not Russia.

It’s no time for silly cartoons. 
Wars, even world wars, could be 
the result.

— Hunter Cobb

Editor’s note: Alameda Sun 
purchases publishing rights for its 
cartoons from political cartoonist 
Joe Heller, a national syndicated 

cartoonist based in Wisconsin. His 
work has the potential to appear 
in as many as 400 publications 
nationwide.

More peanut history
Editor:

I was pleasantly surprised to 
see the photo of the peanut mas-
cot in the “News From the Webster 
Street Side of Town” column April 
12. However, I was disappointed 
to read that he was misidentified 
as “Mr. Peanut.” 

Mr. Peanut is the property of 
Planters Peanuts and is distinc-
tively dressed in a top hat, tails 
and spats, sporting a monocle.

The saxophone-playing pea-
nut was created expressly for the 
Peanut Butter Jam festival. There 
was a naming contest which my 
late husband, David Fahey, won. 

He named this peanut Webster 
P. Nut. In David’s memory, I would 
appreciate you correcting your 
records.

— Joyce Fahey

Editor’s note: Thanks for 
the reminder, Joyce. In fact, the 
Alameda Sun helped to announce 
that contest way back in 2002. 

Proof that advocacy 
does matter
Editor: 

My name is Mei Sze and I care 
deeply about ending poverty 
because my family comes from 
China and Vietnam. My grand-
parents and parents braved the 
tumultuous Vietnam War where 
poverty and hunger were wide-
spread. I feel fortunate to live in 
America, and I want the rest of the 
world to have the opportunities I 
have had. For instance, my father 
had to stop school to work for his 
family after the third grade.

Just like last year, the White 
House has released a national 
budget proposal that drastically 
reduces foreign aid. What does 
this money do? For starters it 
ensures that millions of people 
get treatment for tuberculosis, 
which is currently the world’s 
biggest infectious killer. It also 
helps babies get the medical care 
and nutrition they need to grow 
into healthy kids and gives girls a 
chance to go to school.

Cutting these programs denies 
millions of people a future. This is 
not who we are. Congress knows 
this and took action last year to 
stop the proposed cuts. Congress 
must continue to take big steps 

with even more intensity now.
Senators Dianne Feinstein and 

Kamala Harris should sign the dear 
colleague letters for appropriations 
for Maternal and Child Health, bilat-
eral tuberculosis funding, Global 
Partnership for Education and 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and 
Malaria.

— Mei Sze Phung, RESULTS
The Power to End Poverty

Eagle Scout taking 
responsibility
Editor:

Recently, our son, Adam, inad-
vertently hit a vehicle while driving 
out of the Alameda City Hall parking 
lot after performing errands. He 
caused minor cosmetic damage to 
the other car. No one observed him 
and he could have easily left unno-
ticed. But, Adam is an Eagle Scout 
and he did the right thing by leaving 
a note on the other party’s car.

The owner of the other car, who 
is a fellow Alameda resident and 
library volunteer, contacted us and 
was relieved and grateful that Adam 
admitted responsibility. Adam 
offered to pay restitution in full, 
even though insurance would have 
covered a portion of the repairs. 

Adam is a college student who 
works part time. The repair bill will 
deplete most of his hard-earned 
savings and will require him to 
work more hours this summer to 
replenish his account. Nonetheless, 
Adam happily agreed to do the right 
thing and did not consider a less 
responsible option.

We are proud of Adam and 
the values that he developed as 
a Boy Scout in Alameda Council’s 
100-year-old program. He per-
formed this act of integrity and 
character without any expectation 
of recognition. His accountability 
should be the expected norm, not 
the exception. Like other Scouts, 
he understands that it is important 
to do the right thing, even when no 
one is looking.

— Benjamin T. Reyes II

Editor’s note: Benjamin Reyes is 
an Eagle Scout, the current President 
of the Alameda Council Boy Scouts of 
America and a Superior Court Judge.

Shocked at insensitivity
Editor:

I am truly disappointed with 
your newspaper allowing the picture 
for the “Hosts Sought for Foreign 
Exchange” article to be printed April 
19. In the picture, the third student 
in the back row has her fingers 
stretching her eyes back to make 
them appear slanted to represent 
someone of Asian descent because 
they are visiting some Asian city. 

I am shocked and angry because 
this is absolutely racist! Explain 
to me how you allowed this pic-
ture to be printed when Alameda 
represents a city of multicultural 
residents. I used to look forward to 
reading the articles in your paper 
but now I think the paper is better 
suited for the recycle bin.

— Randy Quan

Editor’s note: This file photo 
appeared in the Alameda Sun because 
the publishers did not notice or under-
stand what the young lady was doing. 
The Sun should have noticed and 
understood and apologizes. 

Don’t contribute  
to the problem
Editor: 

I agree with the response to 
Tony Brasunas’ letter (“Questions on 
Smart Meter Arrest Story,” April 19.) 
Christopher Rabe wanted the story 
published, it was about the arrest 
itself and the location was public infor-
mation. That is true of all Alameda Sun 
arrest stories, usually the paper only 
prints the block number.

All that aside, the statement 
“restricting access to the electric 
meter is against the law” remains 
unaddressed, unjustified, likely 
untrue and in this context, mislead-
ing. I must point out that Alameda 
Municipal Power’s (AMP) Rules and 
Regulations, cited in the story are 
not “the law.” The legality of block-
ing a functioning meter is an open, 
contentious question.

Ordinarily, I wouldn’t call out 
the generally solid reporting on 
a misstep like this. However, by 
implying that AMP can write laws, 

Doug Biggs
A recent letter, (“McKay proj-

ect doesn’t respect voters’ wishes,” 
April 19) from former Vice Mayor 
Barbara Thomas is misleading the 
public with the intent of denying 
vulnerable, medically fragile home-
less seniors with a safe place to 
live out their lives and get much 
needed medical care. The letter 
pins opposition to helping home-
less seniors on personal opinion 
that there is a voter mandate to 
turn the property into open space.

No such mandate exists. At 
almost every step the facts in the 
letter were wrong:

• The parcel was not divided to 
“antagonize” voters and East Bay 
Regional Parks District (EBRPD). 
It was split to facilitate surplus 
disposition of a portion of land the 
feds no longer needed, known as 
Neptune Pointe.

• The City Council has never 
rezoned the Federal Center prop-
erty.

• The federal government is not 
“trying to dispose of the parcel, 
in defiance of the voters.” They 
are following the requirements of 
the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11411, 
as amended), which states that 
public bodies and eligible nonprofit 
organizations and institutions that 
are concerned with providing assis-
tance to the homeless may apply to 
acquire government property.

Following the requirements 
of the law, Alameda Point 
Collaborative (APC) successfully 
applied for, and has received, con-
ditional approval to acquire the 
property. Our plan is to create 
a center to care for homeless 
seniors and individuals with acute 
medical needs, as well as a neigh-
borhood resource center that will 
provide outreach and support 
services for City of Alameda resi-
dents experiencing homelessness 
or a housing crisis. 

Intake of clients into the senior 
housing and medical respite facility 
will be from hospitals and medical 
providers, there will be no drop-
in intake for these services done 
onsite. The resource center com-
ponent will however see seven to 
10 clients a day on a drop-in basis 
who will be coming to sign up for 
resources and leaving. There will 
be no overnight shelter or warming 
center services for these clients.

EBRPD has told us very clearly 
that they have never had an acquisi-
tion intent for the Federal Facility. 
They did, as we all know, have a 
strong acquisition interest in the 
North Pointe property in order to 
“complete” the park. Fortunately, 
they were able to make that pur-
chase with WW funds, and are now 
using the remaining allocation of 
WW funds for Alameda to restore 
North Pointe to open space, improve 
the Visitor’s Center, and improve the 
beach front along all of Crown Beach.

EBRPD is doing a commendable 
job of fulfilling the WW pledge.

Out of a series of lawsuits result-
ing in the sale of Neptune Point 
to EBRPD, they, the state and the 
federal government signed a set-
tlement agreement that states in 
very clear terms: “East Bay and 
State Parks agree that the Retained 
Parcel (the federal center) may be 
subdivided and fully developed, by 
General Services Administration, 
other federal tenants, or any suc-
cessors in interest and assigns, and 
that such subdivision and develop-
ment may be for any government 
purpose or for any residential or 
commercial use. East Bay and State 

The Real McKay Story
CommentaryJust imagine if the 

community came 
together around a 
plan to help sick 
and dying home-
less seniors.

Parks agree that they will not 
interfere, by legal means or oth-
erwise, with the use or transfer 
of any portion of the Retained 
Parcel.

APC had the first of what 
will be many coordination meet-
ings with EBRPD on April 20. 
We share a common road, some 
common uses and a common 
interest in providing high qual-
ity services to the community. 
During the meeting, EBRPD staff 
offered up the idea of engaging 
their naturalists to provide pro-
gramming for the seniors — an 
offer that fits so well into our 
vision of providing a safe, nurtur-
ing facility. 

APC also offered to make staff 
who will be trained in trauma 
recovery services available to 
help outreach to homeless who 
may be using the park inappropri-
ately and connecting them with 
services elsewhere. We also talk-
ed about more mundane issues of 
sewer lines, parking and asphalt, 
but all in all both parties are mov-
ing forward in close coordination 
and cooperation.

In an online blog talking about 
the McKay Avenue project some-
body said “What if, just imagine, 
if the community came together 
around a plan to help the sick 
and dying homeless seniors?” In 
offering to make their naturalists 
available for programs at our 
center, EBRPD is showing one 
way how that can be done. I hope 
others can also allow some simi-
lar compassion into their hearts.

If anyone would like more 
information about the project, 
they are welcome to email me at 
dbiggs@apcollaborative.org.

Doug Biggs is the execu-
tive director of Alameda Point 
Collaborative.

Morton Chalfy
There are many decisions our 

city fathers and mothers have to 
make about how to spend the taxes 
and fees collected by the city in a 
way that meets the greatest needs 
and desires of the populace, as 
well as the demands of those who 
finance political campaigns.  There 
is a natural hierarchy to these 
demands on the treasury with fire 
brigades and police being always 
at the top, which is as it should be.  
Schools and teachers come next, 
and livable (though not extrava-
gant) wages for our civil servants 
certainly come along with the other 
top priorities.

However, and this is a big how-
ever, we all ride on the streets of 
the city. Most of us do so many 
times every single day and the 
streets are the most visible sign 
of the city administration’s work.  
Now I feel safe in Alameda, well 
protected by our police and fire 
departments, but at the same time 
when I ride the streets and my 
teeth rattle in my mouth and my 
tires receive one damaging blow 
after another all I can think of is 
how poor a job the city is doing 
on repairing and maintaining our 
roadways.

The usual complaint about pot-
holes and rough roads is the dam-
age they do to every vehicle that 

passes over them, damage in the 
form of tire wear and suspension 
bashing, but I wish to add a more 
pressing complaint to the physical 
wear and tear on the vehicles.  

My sweetie recently underwent 
a surgery which left a long scar 
and requires a long convalescence 
— the operation, thankfully, was 
successful — and also requires 
many follow up trips to various 
medical facilities. We also have 
to continue eating which requires 
shopping and we occasionally visit 
our friends and family. All of these 
activities require driving the roads 
of Alameda and I must say we dread 
every trip these days.

If you have ever had a heal-
ing wound upon your body you 
know that every bump in the road 
which makes your flesh bounce 
brings with it multiple visits from 
Peter Pain.  I have become adept at 
avoiding the worst roadways (I’m 
talking about you, Encinal Avenue) 
but there is no way to avoid all the 
rough roads and potholes.

The difference to a person in 
pain between a bumpy rough road 
and a smooth pavement is the dif-
ference between agony and no 
extra hurting.

I beseech you City Fathers 
and Mothers, repave the worst, 
elevate the roadbeds in priority.  
People are hurting from riding on 

Open Letter to City on State of Roads
Alameda’s streets and as traffic 
worsens the drivers will have 
nothing to contemplate during 
gridlock but what a lousy job the 
administration is doing!

Check out more of Morton 
Chalfy’s writings at www. 
mortonchalfy.com.
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