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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Eric J. Kos
This may mark the last of these 

weekly thank you letters on this 
page as we convert this to a weekly 
standing feature somewhere else. 
It’s just we want to return the space 
on this page to the community, so 
we can print more of their letters. 

This week I’d like to say a special 
thank you to the subscribers who 
went above and beyond to send in 
an additional contribution to our 
mission. These include: Weezie Mott 
of Weezie Mott’s Cooking School,  
Nano Scale Surface System, Inc., 
Lil & Norma Arnerich, Kurt & Janet 
Libby, Jamie Bartlett, Ron & Alison 
Limoges, Steven & Marjorie Garner, 
Robert & Jerrilyn Kaplan, Ken & 
Catherine Cameron, Donald & Carol 
Brown, Annette Rossi, Leslie Walsh, 
Pauline Zazulak, Gabrielle Dolphin & 
Alan Pryor, Judy Jacobs, Leslie Hood, 
Kim & Dale Arrivee, Fred Eihl, Helen 
Sause, Judith Lynch, Denise Gasti & 
Cheryl Saxton, Julie Kennedy, James 
& Linda Gilchrist, Susan Jeffries, Pa-
mela Curtis, Carol & Robert Cham-
berlin, Bruce Johnson, Rose Anne 
White, Anthony E. Atases, Devonnie 
Gilmore, Barbara Hoepner, Sally Rix, 
Jeanne Allen, Gary & Lola Brown and 
Andrew & Elise Hall.

The subscribers who contribut-
ed since last week’s writing include: 
Donald & Barbara Ihling, Harlan & 
Ann Richter, Dexter & Cinda Sulli-
van, Dorie & Herb Behrstock, Bar-
bara Hoepner, Christine Buck and 
Dirk Vanderlaan. We’d also like to 
thank: Eileen & Robert Des Meules, 
Sally Rix, Jeng & Shin Tsai, Jim Hag-
er, Charles Heget, Linda Byrd, Patri-
cia Colburn, Jeanne Allen and Lau-
rine & Renell Middlecamp. John & 
Patty Jacobs subscribed along with 
the Bank of Marin, Kenneth & Jean 
Smith, Deborah & Allen Nelson, 
William Golden, Timothy & Mabel 
Keegan, Rosemarie Delahaye and 
Andrew & Elise Hall. We appreciate 
each and every one of you! 

Finally I’d like to acknowledge 
and thank John, Daisy, Carlos and 
everyone at ABC Direct, Inc. who 
do the tireless and often thankless 
work of delivering our newspaper. 
Without them, our paper just sim-
ply could not function.

In addition to the checks of sup-
port were the following letters.

Dear publishers and staff, interns 
and contributors:

Your work for a weekly newspa-
per should be celebrated. The com-

munity is grateful to the Alameda 
Sun for its efforts to bring news, let-
ters to the editor, events and Island 
history to local residents.

In appreciation,
— Herb & Dorie Behrstock

Alameda Sun:
Needless to say, we love your 

paper! Please keep up the excellent 
work. Alameda Women’s Golf Club 
member, 88 years old.

— Bobbie Hoepner

Dear Eric:
Thank you for the Alameda 

Sun.
We look forward to our local 

newspaper every Thursday. The 
paper is always welcome and 
quickly read to find out what’s hap-
pening in our favorite city.

Some time ago, Dennis present-
ed a program to a group with whom 
we’re associated. He gave so much 
information about the history of 
Alameda, showing the growth and 
development over the years. We 
are fortunate to have both of you 
and appreciate your love and con-
cern for Alameda.

Please keep the Alameda Sun 
operating. It’s a gem!

— Gary & Lola Brown

One More Love Letter to Sun Subscribers

Don’t double down  
on POTUS 
Editor:

Thank you to the Alameda Sun 
editor for allowing seniors and 
others who cannot attend impor-
tant meetings to express their 
views. Kudos to Jerome Szymczak 
(“Pot holes to POTUS and back 
again,” March 30) for sharing his 
views of my letter, (“Tend to pot 
holes, not POTUS,” March 23).

It is agreed that in Szymczak’s 
letter, he states that the FBI is 
investigating and funding the 
alleged charges against the 
President of the United States 
(POTUS). I maintain that if the FBI 
is working and funding the inves-
tigation of the alleged charges, 
then why would the Alameda City 
Council wish to duplicate what is 
already being done? 

It seems to me that the FBI 
is far better qualified to do the 
investigation than the Alameda 
City Council. Our infrastructure 
needs help; the problems with 
the rusting Naval Base need 
resolution; the Alameda Animal 
Shelter needs funding to survive; 
and yes, we still have pot holes 
on our streets. 

The money the Council plans 
to use to duplicate what is 
already being done seems waste-
ful. Anger and name calling do 
not apply here, just truth and bet-
ter use of our tax dollars.

— Marlene Kittleman 

Why does everyone 
hate the president?
Editor:

I just don’t comprehend all 
the vitriol being directed towards 
President Donald Trump. Is there 
anybody reading this letter who 
might respond with an intelli-
gent, knowledgeable reason 
why this president should be 
impeached?

Please don’t embarrass your-
self by repeating CNN, NBC and 
other negative news gossip, 
“imagined” personal opinion, or 
Democrat anger. Somebody, please 
give me some real reason(s) why 
you hate this man so?

— Bruce Elerick

Editor’s note: Not to take one 
side or the other, in our opinion, the 
divisive and self-centered nature of 
the president’s 140-character tweets 
written in his own words go a long 
way toward developing the hatred 
referenced in this letter.

Hello Honolulu No. 2
Editor:

Do we really want 14-story 
buildings in our city? Tim Lewis 
Communities is asking for approv-
al of this development as well as 
589 new housing units at Encinal 
Terminal in the north central por-
tion of Alameda. Do we really think 
this plan will not impact traffic?

Are developer-density-bonus 
high rises the only way to provide 
money for very-low- and low-income 
housing and affordable- and moder-
ate-housing mandated by the state? 

What are the state requirements 
and how close are we to meeting 
them? This proposal is to provide 
only for those 55 and older to have 
25 very-low-income units and 20 low-
income units. 

The project will also provide for 
34 affordable to moderate-income 
units. What are the cost and qualifi-
cations for very low, low, affordable 
and moderate housing? A combina-
tion of 510 units and houses will be 
market rate.

Is this proposed 14-story high-
rise another example, unfortunately, 
like so much of our country, of us 
versus them? Please let the Planning 
Board and City Council know that we 
do not want 14-story high-rises ris-
ing, or say “bye” to our Alameda as 
we know it and “hello” to Honolulu 
No. 2.

— Patsy Paul

Adopt-a-Bed update 
Editor:

The Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children would like 
to thank the generous individuals 
and groups who contributed to the 
shelter in March. A number of the 
listed donors contributed several 
times last month. One donor chose 
to remain anonymous. 

March donors included 
Christine Buck, Star Harbor, Paula 
Patillo-Dupree and Virginia Krutilek. 
Susanne Hamilton and Don Cary 
sent a donation, as did Robyn Wu, 
Louis Toepfer, Val Gerhart and Jason 
Klechka. Carolyn Hewes donated to 
the shelter in memory of her cousin 
Mary McDonald. 

Lance and Sandra Russum sent 
a donation to remember Linda Fenn, 
Mark Coffman, George McCulley, 
Helen La Croix, Frank L. Skiles, Sr., 
Manuel Hinojosa, Blair Furbush, 
Dona Hoard, David Cary, Barbara 
Speier and Margaret Roschitsch.

Joanne Robinson sent a check 
to help the women and children, as 
did the Alameda Community Fund, 
Carrie and Steve Wasson, Andrea 
and John Medulin and Patrick 

and Cathy Kelly. Meghan Thornton 
donated to the shelter last month, 
as did Dolores and Michael Radding, 
Luzanne and Tom Engh and Rich and 
Susan Sherratt. 

Elaine Kofman helped the shelter 
with a donation. She was joined by 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, Karey Jones, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Ladies 
Aid Society and Heather Chicoine. 

If you would like to see your name 
among the generous April donors, 
send a donation to Alameda Homeless 
Network, P.O. Box 951, Alameda CA 
94501. To learn more, call 523-2377 or 
visit www.midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek 

Don’t let you-know-
who distract you
Editor: 

Some readers may remember a 
children’s book series a few years 
ago, about a young wizard growing 
up in England. It was known that 
one must never speak the name of 
the antagonist, Voldemort, because 
he would become stronger every time 
it was uttered.

How prescient those books were, 
for the current resident of the White 
House is just such a villain. Every 
time we speak his name, utter it in the 
media, share it on Facebook, Tweet 
about him, or mention him in the 
newspapers, he becomes stronger. He 
feeds off of our incredulous discus-
sion of his antics.

Because the so-called Leader of 
the Free World is a master of public-
ity, manipulation, showmanship and 
distraction. While he outrages us with 
his lies and contradictions, his extrav-
agent golf trips, or his racist rhetoric, 
it’s making us American citizens, and 
our press, turn away from what is hap-
pening in Congress, as our nation’s 
Republican leaders are stealing the 
country away from us. 

People like Paul Ryan, Devin 
Nunes, Kevin McCarthy, Mitch 
McConnell, Steve Bannon and Jeff 
Sessions, are the ones we should be 
paying attention to, whose names we 
should be saying.

Next time you feel like complain-
ing about our Commander-in-Chief, 
think about what our Republican lead-
ers are up to that he has distracted 
you from, and start talking about that 
instead.

— Dan Wood

An amazing day
Editor:

The Alameda Naval Air Museum 
(ANAM) would like to thank the 
donors and volunteers for a won-
derful day, April 1, commemorating 
the 75th Anniversary of the Doolittle 
Raiders departure from Alameda. 

These include Doolittle Raider 
relative Jim Bowers, Marshall Davis, 
history walk and event founder, 
and Steve Kaularich, President of 
Commemorative Air Force. ANAM 
would like to especially thank the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service, the Veterans 
Administration (VA) and the City of 
Alameda for permission to stage the 
B-25 flyover. 

Thanks are also due Susan Euing 
from the Fish & Wildlife Service for her 

Nicolas Procos
On behalf of Alameda 

Municipal Power (AMP), I would 
like to respond to comments 
about AMP and renewable energy 
made by Tony Brasunas in his let-
ter to the editor (“Solar program 
to sunset,” March 30.)

AMP’s renewable portfolio is 
among the strongest in California, 
if not the nation. In fact, our renew-
ables mix was so high that AMP 
was able to monetize a portion of 
it to fund greenhouse-gas-reducing 
projects across the Island. Once 
the short-term sale concludes in 
2019, AMP will again have a strong 
renewable portfolio — and we’ll 
have lowered greenhouse gases 
by a significant factor.

AMP supports the use of solar 
and the right of Alamedans to gen-
erate power for their own on-site 
use. In fact, the utility has paid out 
more than $8 million in rebates to 
help Alamedans put solar on their 
rooftops. We’re currently evalu-
ating a community solar project 
in which everyone can partici-
pate. And, as a point of clarifica-
tion, I’d like to add that AMP has 
never produced or distributed any 
brochure that depicts solar in a 
negative fashion. If anyone has 

received such a publication, I ask 
that you share it with AMP.

Like all utilities in California, 
AMP provided additional sup-
port for solar through Net Energy 
Metering (NEM) — a process in 
which solar customers essentially 
use AMP’s system as a virtual 
battery for times when they over-
generate and then draw down the 
credits when they undergenerate. 

In a few weeks, AMP will 
reach the limit of customers who 
can participate under the origi-
nal NEM program. AMP worked 
on a successor plan to NEM for 
nearly two years. In that time, 
the utility listened to customers’ 
and solar industry advocates’ con-
cerns through town hall meetings, 
Public Utilities Board meetings,  
letters and phone calls and signifi-

cantly altered its original plan in 
response to those concerns.

Nearly all solar customers rely 
on AMP’s grid when their solar sys-
tems are not generating, and AMP 
must ensure it helps them support 
the cost of keeping them running 
without unfairly shifting the cost 
burden to non-solar customers. As 
a not-for-profit public agency, we are 
obligated to ensure all Alamedans 
are treated equitably. Our Public 
Utilities Board decided last year that 
the successor to NEM — the Eligible 
Renewable Generation (ERG) plan — 
provided a fair and equitable way to 
pay rooftop solar customers for the 
excess energy they send to the grid.

Sustainability has been one of 
AMP’s core values for years, and 
the utility continues to be strongly 
supportive of renewable energy.  
AMP also continues to be a strong 
supporter of customer choice, 
including solar, and is pleased to 
continue to participate in ongoing 
discussions regarding the role of 
rooftop solar in meeting local and 
state environmental objectives. 

Nicolas Procos is AMP’s general 
manager.

AMP Supports Growth 
of Renewable Energy

Sustainability 
has been a core 
value of AMP’s 
for years, and the 
utility continues 
to be strongly sup-
portive of renew-
able energy.  

Commentary

presentation on the endangered least 
tern and the VA’s John Majerle for his 
update on the plans for the VA hospi-
tal and columbarium. ANAM would 
also like to thank Makani Power for 
allowing filming from their offices in 
the former air-control tower. 

— Robbie Dileo, ANAM 
Secretary-Treasurer

Girls Inc. says thanks 
Editor: 

Thanks to the generous and 
enthusiastic support of our sponsors, 
attendees, donors and volunteers, 
Girls Inc. of the Island City had an 
incredibly empowering and inspira-
tional “Hats Off to Women Who Dare” 

luncheon at the gorgeous Oakland 
Scottish Rite Center on March 18.

The event raised more than 
$100,000 to support innovative and 
transformative programs that inspire 
girls to be strong (healthy), smart 
(educated), and bold (independent). 
A special shout out to our hardwork-
ing and dedicated board of directors, 
the Women Who Dare committee and 
staff who helped make Women Who 
Dare 2017 the most successful lun-
cheon to date.

Hats off to our major sponsors: 
AEC Living and Phoenix Commons, 
Kaiser Permanente, Salesforce.org, 
Alameda Hospital, Cool Safety, LLC, 
the Felts Family, Kane & Associates 
Realtors, Lauren Kelley and family 

and Shum Financial Group. For a 
full list of all of our Women Who 
Dare sponsors and supporters, and 
photos of the event, visit www.
womenwhodare2017.com.

Please support these individu-
als and organizations who not only 
contribute to Girls Inc. of the Island 
City, but also provide time, talent 
and treasure to so many local and 
East Bay youth and communities.

Congratulations again to these 
exceptional girls, teens and women 
who rocked the house and demon-
strated strong, smart and bold in 
so many remarkable and diverse 
ways. These included honorees 
Jeannie Graham, Olivia Higgins, 
Maryam Nasirova, Elizabeth 
Onibokun, Kari Thompson and 
Alice Wilson-Fried; Best Foot 
Forward girls Alexa, Alstyne, 
Arianna, Daneisha, Elinor, Emiko, 
Jessica, Lauren, Maya, Preston, 
Qiara, Savanah, Sesina, Tayler 
and Tillie; and teen presenter and 
speaker Mary Carmen Reid.

— Christine Chilcott, 
Executive Director,  

Girls Inc. of the Island City


