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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Eric J. Kos
Okay, so in typical Alameda 

form, someone found a way to be 
offended about how I have been 
thanking people on this page for 
their recent support. Apparently 
I’m not giving enough recognition 
to those long-time supporters who 
have been chipping in as subscrib-
ers, some for the entire 15-year 
existence of the Alameda Sun. At 
this time, I haven’t compiled a ten-
ured list of subscribers, so for now 
I’d like to single out some more of 
my favorites. 

I have to honor our dear friend 
Kathie Woulfe who found it in her 
heart to subscribe in five-year blocks 
for the past 15 years. In my mind, 
Kathie is subscriber number one. 

Also among the most important 
of the Sun’s supporters are former 
Vice Mayor Anthony “Lil” Arnerich 
and his wife, Norma, who have 
long had our backs. I can always 
trust Lil to share with me the true 
tenor of this community and what 
has kept Alameda such a wonder-
ful place to live for so many years. 
The value of Lil’s support can’t be 
measured in dollars. 

Other names that jump out at 
me as long time supporters are the 
late “Red” Wetherill and his wife 
Virginia, the late Jean Sweeney and 
her husband, Jim, Susan Jeffries, 
Luise Roke, Ginny Krutilek, Violet 
Grayson and Isadora Alman just to 
name a few folks I know pretty well. 
I’ll even toss in a mention of land-
lords Bill Galli and the Jaber fam-
ily whose generosity and patience 
indirectly support the Sun. 

Don’t even get me started on 
the wonderful long-time Alameda 
advertisers who’ve been support-
ing the Sun all this time, my appre-
ciation would take up the entire 
page. But this paper owes a ton of 
gratitude to them as well.

This week, I’d like to thank 
new, and renewing long time sub-
scribers, including: David & Heidi 
Meyers, Jim Sweeney, Robert & 
Lynn Perata, Devonnie Gilmore, 
Rebecca & Ivars Zvirbulis, Shirley 
Conner, Gary & Lola Brown, Grand 
Marina and Patricia Edith.

Among the checks in support 
of the newspaper were many posi-
tive comments and the following 
letters.

Eric:
We really enjoy the Sun. Kind 

of takes us back to Abe Kofman’s 
Alameda Times-Star. Keep up the 
good work.

— Robert & Lynn Perata

Hello Everyone:
Just a little something to let you 

know we are thinking about every-
one at the Sun. I have loved the 
paper right from the start. 

Thanking everyone for every-
thing you have done for my brother 
[longtime contributing writer Gil 
Michaels] and keep up the wonder-
ful work.

— Gil Michael’s sister

Dear Eric, Dennis & Staff:
I wanted to chip in $25 in appre-

ciation of our hometown news-
paper. I think it’s great that you 
include a lot of historical articles 
telling the story of Alameda.

When my dad was a little boy, 
my grandparents took him to play at 
the Neptune Beach resort. Later, my 
father played baseball at Washington 
Park. My grandmother took us kids 
to the Neptune Movie Theater which 
is now some car parts store.

I never miss your letters to the 
editor. I also enjoyed your article 
about Robert Strehlow. Neptune 
Beach must have been glorious!

— Leslie Carter

Sun Values Every Single Subscriber

Listen for Life thanks 
audience, donors
Editor:

The April 2 concert at the beau-
tiful St. Joseph Basilica marked 
the first full year of Listen for Life’s 
monthly Notes for Nourishment 
concerts here in Alameda. The 
concerts brought world-renowned 
artists of all cultures to perform 
free one-hour, family-friendly con-
certs that nourish our listeners 
while collecting donations for 
nonprofit organizations that sup-
port the hungry, homeless and 
hurting of our community. 

Listen for Life would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
the growing numbers of Alameda 
residents who’ve attended these 
monthly concerts and donated 
so generously. Your contributions 
have made a significant difference 
for Alameda Point Collaborative, 
Bay Area Music Project, Midway 
Shelter (Alameda Homeless 
Network), Welcome the Stranger 
(a new Alameda program for ref-
ugee families), St. Joseph Notre 
Dame financial aid scholarships, 
Alameda Food Bank, Project 
Open Hand, SJB programs, AIWA, 
Asian American Donors Program, 
Alameda Education Foundation 
and many others. Thank you.

We hope that even more resi-
dents will come experience these 
very special free programs as we 
continue to bring internationally 
recognized artists (who donate 
their time and talents) to enrich 
our community in so many ways. 
And we invite more local busi-
nesses to benefit as well, by par-
ticipating with us as co-marketing 
partners! 

Our next free one-hour fam-
ily concert is scheduled for 
Sunday, May 21, and all concerts 
take place at 3 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut St. 

— Andy Anderson
Listen for Life, Alameda

AHS adjusts  
outdated bills
Editor: 

I would like to respond to 
a recent letter on your opinion 
page (“Open Letter to Alameda 
Hospital,” March 23). Alameda 
Health System (AHS) would like to 
apologize for any inconvenience 
experienced by those who received 
the outdated bills for services pro-
vided at Alameda Hospital.

The bills were the result of a 
recent change to our computer-
ized billing system, which inad-

vertently released many old self-
pay balances that were in the 
system. We understand the frus-
tration this may have caused and 
we have taken immediate steps 
to rectify this situation. We have 
adjusted account balances for 
the year 2015 and prior, and are 
refunding any payments previous-
ly made on these accounts. The 
refunds will be processed within 
the next 30 days.

We appreciate the support of 
the Alameda community and we 
want to thank you for choosing 
Alameda Hospital as your health-
care provider. If you have any 
questions about billing, call 814- 
4007, if your last name begins with 
A-L or 814-4010, if your last name 
begins with M-Z.

— David Cox, Chief Financial 
Officer, Alameda Health System

Let’s open doors, 
not close them
Editor:

The Alameda City Council is 
considering a resolution in sup-
port of impeachment of the presi-
dent. I’m all in favor of local gov-
ernment weighing in on matters 
of national import. However, isn’t 
it more than ironic that coun-
cil members are acting now for 
impeachment of a president, while 
for 16 years we had two presi-
dents who carried out wars of 
aggression based on lies, and in 
the case of one, regular murders 
by drones, including of American 
citizens? Yet as far as I know, there 
was no clamor for impeachment 
then by our City Council.

I propose instead, that the City 
Council pass a positive resolution 
to support President Trump’s call 
for the reinstatement of the Glass-
Steagall law to shut down Wall 
Street speculation. This is some-
thing thinking people “across the 
political spectrum” understand is 
urgent, and it would go a long way 
toward unifying a divided nation, 
as well as opening the door to a 
real economic recovery.

— Hunter Cobb

It is time for a 
real traffic plan
Editor:

As a lifelong Alameda resident, 
I would like to address our city 
leaders and fellow Alamedans who 
promote uncontrolled new hous-
ing and commercial construction 
in our city. 

On March 1, my wife asked me 
to take her to the hospital. She was 

experiencing chest pains. Since our 
insurance, like many others, is not 
accepted at Alameda Hospital, we 
went to Oakland’s Summit Hospital 
at 8:30 a.m. As I entered the Posey 
Tube the traffic came to almost a 
complete stop. Fifteen minutes later 
we finally exited the tube. I and 
many others have experienced simi-
lar congestion on the bridges and 
tubes at certain times of the day. 

I believe it is time for the city 
leaders to have a plan for more ave-
nues to exit our Island, possibly a 
direct link to Interstate 880. Maybe 
these wealthy outside developers 
can pay for new bridges, new West 
End tubes and wider streets if they 
want to continue profiting at our 
lifestyle expense.

— Steve Cavalli

Potholes vs. POTUS 
continued
Editor:

It would seem apparent that 
the recent letter writer, Marlene 
Kitterman (“Tend to potholes, not 
POTUS,” March 23) has an issue 
with how the members of our 
City Council use their time. She 
takes issue with the Council mem-
bers focusing on anything other 
than our little Island, stating “it 
appears that our City Council 
does not understand how the 
electoral system works.”

It would seem that Kitterman 
could use a reminder as to how 
democracy works. A democratic 
system is one by which the peo-
ple make their voices heard via 
regular elections. Our democratic 
duty, however, does not begin and 
end on election night once every 
four years. It is our job to hold 
our elected officials accountable 
after we elect them to office. This 
is especially true of the person 
elected to the presidency.

Our Councilmembers are also 
voters and may choose to use 
their position to attempt to hold 
the president accountable should 
they choose to do so. If Kitterman 
does not like that, I recommend 
she vote for someone else for City 
Council, or perhaps run herself.

I would also like to remind 
Kitterman that as government 
works from the top down, federal to 
state to local, the City Council has a 
vested interest in the affairs of the 
President of the United States and 
the transparency of our federal gov-
ernment. FBI director James Comey 
recently admitted that the Bureau 
is investigating Donald Trump and 
his campaign for alleged ties to the 
Russian government. 

Our Councilmembers under-
stand that these alleged ties must 
be investigated and resolved. 
Rather than see if Trump or any 
of his associates broke the law, 
Kitterman would prefer we all 
shower him with adoration and 
“grow up” because “the conserva-
tives have won.”

I will also remind Kitterman 
that the people have not spo-
ken: Trump lost the popular vote 
by more than 2.8 million votes, 
including a margin of nearly 

420,000 in our own county. The 
people did not choose Trump, 
the system did.

Kitterman, along with many 
other Trump supporters, would 
like us all to accept the fact that 

“there will not be trophies for 
everyone this time.” 

Instead of promoting the aban-
donment of democratic duty, I 
would encourage Kitterman to 
pause during conversations with 

those with whom she disagree. 
Perhaps she could take a moment 
to learn why it is many Americans, 
including our Councilmembers, 
are so upset.

— Brian Hoovler

Rob Bonta
In times of crisis, all options 

must be on the table. Many parts 
of California are suffering from a 
rental housing affordability crisis. 
According to a January 2017 Public 
Policy Institute of California report, 
our state has six of the nation’s 11 
most expensive large metropolitan 
rental markets. People renting in 
the Bay Area and Los Angeles are 
feeling this crisis most acutely. 

Another report by the 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development showed 
84 percent of rental households are 
now considered “burdened,” mean-
ing these individuals and families are 
being forced to spend 30 to 50 per-
cent or more of their income on rent.

How can we provide our 
California tenants with the pro-
tections needed to ensure a roof 
over their heads during this 
crisis? One proposal I have put 
forward for consideration, along 
with my colleagues Assembly 
members Richard Bloom (D-Santa 
Monica) and David Chiu (D-San 
Francisco), is the repeal of the 
Costa Hawkins Act.

Passed in 1995, Costa Hawkins 
imposes blanket, state-wide pro-
hibitions that prevent cities from 
protecting tenants in three main 
areas.

First, Costa Hawkins perma-
nently exempts new construction 
from any local rent control. New 
construction is defined as a struc-
ture built after 1995. The impact 
of this law is magnified each year. 
It means that years from now, 
in 2045 or 2095, for example, a 

50-year-old building or a 100-year-
old building, originally built in 
1995, will remain exempt from rent 
control under the theory that the 
building is still considered “new.”

Second, Costa Hawkins pre-
vents local communities from ever 
extending rent-control tenant pro-
tections to single-family homes 
or condominiums. In our current 
housing crisis, California tenants 
living in these critical forms of 
housing are suffering, too.

Third, and finally, the law 
imposes a statewide bar on 
“vacancy control” — or rent con-
trol that continues in a unit after 
a previous tenant has moved out 
and a new tenant has moved in. 
This guarantees that landlords 
of rent-controlled units have the 
unfettered ability to hike their 
rents up, often by hundreds of 
dollars, to market rates whenever 
a tenant moves out. 

The odd logic here is that a 
community’s need for affordable 
housing is somehow diminished 
because a single tenant moves out 
of an apartment. This provision of 
the law has had damaging results. 
In the years since Costa Hawkins 
took effect, the affordability of 77 
percent of these rent-controlled 
units has been lost thereby reduc-
ing the inventory of affordable 
units and stripping away protec-
tions from countless tenants. 

The repeal of Costa Hawkins 
would remove these three abso-
lute, statewide prohibitions and, 
in their place, insert local control.

Because they are closest to it, 
our local leaders know best the 

full gravity and destructive impact 
of our current affordability crisis. 
Families are being displaced and 
pushed out. People cannot afford 
to live in the communities where 
they grew up. 

Workers are having to drive 
greater distances to their jobs 
because they can’t afford to live 
where they work, thus increasing 
traffic congestion and air pollution 
and further damaging our already-
fragile environment. Our local lead-
ers see these tragedies play out 
every day in their communities. 
And they should be armed with the 
ability to address them.

Repeal of Costa Hawkins would 
not mean that every local commu-
nity would subsequently impose 
or expand rent-control laws. But 
rather than barring the consid-
eration of tenant protections in 
these three areas during this time 
of crisis, it would place an impor-
tant tool back in the hands of local 
government leaders. For those cit-
ies that really need it, rent control 
can be an appropriate and effec-
tive tool to protect tenants.

This effort clearly will not be 
easy. But when 84 percent of rent-
ers are struggling, this is an all-
hands-on-deck moment in which 
we must act — and act boldly. 
Repealing Costa Hawkins must be 
on the table.

Rob Bonta is the Assistant 
Majority Leader of the California State 
Assembly representing the cities of 
Oakland, Alameda and San Leandro.

Affordability Crisis 
Requires Boldness
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