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Joe Heller

Sun reviews trend to
the positive

Editor’s note: More kind words 
for the Alameda Sun rolled in recent-
ly from our loyal subscribers.

Dear Alameda Sun Staff:
Thanks for all your good jour-

nalism. Given the ugly politics in 
our city, we need good journalism. 

— Jim Burgelin

Eric:
Thank you for all you do for the 

city of Alameda and its many orga-
nizations! The Alameda Sun is truly 
our “Hometown Newspaper” with 
all the current news, events and 
happenings that are need to keep 
us informed. 

Since you referred us to [Sun 
Sports Editor] Ekene Ikeme, I have 
found him to be very easy to work 

with, and as good an article writer 
as you were. The Alameda Women’s 
Golf Club thanks all of you for your 
excellent consideration and coop-
eration in all our endeavors. 

Now, if it ever stops raining on 
Thursdays, we may be able to play 
golf again and have some “news” to 
print. Thanks again for all you do!

— Bobbie Hoepner

Great newspaper! Thank you!
— Deann Mosbey

In appreciation of your cover-
age of Alameda news. 

— Beverly Blatt & David Filipek

Thanks again to all at the Sun! 
— Judy Jacobs

Thank you for all the info in 
the Sun. I especially love the new 
City Page!

— Kris Matarrese

Morton Chalfy
Just after one of those intermit-

tent showers I was walking across 
the parking lot at our Health Club. 
A few steps ahead of me a young 
woman was walking and apparently 
talking into the air, saying “See, 
there’s a rainbow. See?”

As I walked past, the infant 
strapped to her bosom came into 
view and “crazy woman talking 
to herself,” immediately morphed 
into “caring mother teaching her 
baby about the world.” My attitude 
morphed, too. The baby, perhaps six 
months old or so, looked in my direc-
tion, and in response to my hairy 
smile, flashed a grin of transcendent 
beauty. I grinned back at my fullest 
wattage and she giggled and grinned 
in response. My day was made.

It is a quirk of mine that I’d rather 
be smiled at by a baby than receive 
a medal. Babies’ smiles have the 
power to melt human hearts that is 
not found in anything else. Babies’ 
smiles light up the world and renew 

one’s flagging faith in the goodness 
of people. Babies seem to be born 
in a pretty good mood and, when 
loved and cared for, radiate that 
mood to all and sundry. Babies 
are not born prejudiced against 
anyone or anything. If an old and 
hairy face when smiling can bring 
an answering smile to their faces, 
one can feel there is, after all, hope 
for the future.

Last night we dined out and a 
large, extended, ethnically melded 
family was celebrating a birthday in 
a restaurant, and many young chil-
dren were present. One, a boy of 
about 18 months, needed the free-
dom to run around and his parents 
and uncles and aunts took turns 
following him to keep him safe. 

He ran from one end of the room 
to the other and then pushed at the 
door. Indulgently the adult on duty 
took him outside and after just a 
few minutes followed him back in. 
The boy took every step on the run 
and the grin on his face showed the 

The Smile of a Baby
pleasure that gave him. The grin 
on my face was for the indulgent 
adults.

Alameda is fairly full of young 
families and young children and 
their presence puts a positive 
gloss on life in this town. Our 
future is in the hands of the 
young and they deserve our lov-
ing care. The infants grow into 
teenagers and today’s teens, 
speaking out and walking out to 
try to bring some sanity to bear 
on America’s misguided relation-
ships to AR-15s and their ilk is 
the most heartening set of events 
to occur during this dark period. 

The battle for America’s soul 
has been joined with the kids in 
the vanguard, which makes me 
feel hopeful for the future.

Check out more of Morton 
Chalfy’s writings at www.morton 
chalfy.com.

Amblin’ Alameda

Jersey Boy

Time to get serious
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

To the Alameda City Council:
Although we didn’t really need 

such a vivid demonstration, the 
recent emergency closing of the 
Posey Tube has clearly confirmed 
how vulnerable we are on our 
island. The one-day closing of just 
one of the five exits from Alameda 
Island brought traffic in a large 
portion of the city to its knees. 

What does this tell us about 
what will happen when there is 
an inevitable failure of one of our 
aging and inadequate tubes or 
bridges? Or a natural disaster of 
some kind? 

Clearly, we need immediate 
planning, designing and fund-
ing for additional access. Also, 
although there is no doubt that 
a lot more housing is urgently 
needed in the Bay Area, it is clear 
that our island cannot afford to 
grow any more until after the 
completion of additional capacity 
for access. It is critical that our 
city get serious with some cre-
ative long-range planning without 
further delay.

— Martin Butensky

On Alameda’s resident 
amendment haters
Editor:

I showed up at last Saturday’s 
anti-gun protest in Alameda with 
my anti-sanctuary city sign to 
show support for all the Angel 
Families (American families who 
have had members killed by ille-
gal aliens). How delightful to be 
called every name in the book 
by the oh-so “tolerant” Alameda 
progressives. The real highlight 
was having my sign snatched and 
shredded by one of them. 

It seems our local progres-
sives hate the First Amendment 
almost as much as they hate the 
Second Amendment.

— Brian Kennedy

Letter’s disrespect 
saddens reader
Editor:

The lengthy rambling rant 
against Gabrielle Dolphin (“Time 
to take some responsibility,” 
March 22) suggests some kind 
of personal vendetta. I surmise 
that the writer, Joe LoParo, and 
Dolphin have opposing view-
points on the Costa Hawkins issue 
in the legislature. That is fine. 

However, the writer never 
argues his position, only attacks her 
for alleged racism. It is wonderful, 
and appropriate, for the Alameda 
Sun, as a local newspaper, to pro-
vide a forum for residents to pub-
licly debate their views on matters 
of community interest. 

It’s not OK to allow personal 
attacks. It saddens me to see in 
Alameda the kind of disrespect and 
lack of civility that we deplore at 
the national level.

— Ruth Smiler

Editor’s note: At no time did the 
letter’s author, Joe LoParo, person-
ally attack Dolphin in his letter. He 
attacked the positions that Dolphin 
had taken on specific issues. 

Responding directly
Editor:

The 2018 campaign season is on 
and apparently the gloves are off 
with Alamedans in Charge.  

Don Lindsey’s take-charge memo 
of several months back (“Landlord 
Pens Combative Letter on Rent 
Control Ballot Measure,” Nov. 10, 
2017) exposed the strategic battle 
plan to raise a $2 million war chest 
in order to change the charter of 
this city to lock in permanent con-
trol of the rental market and remove 
the threat of the Alameda progres-
sive movement in the process.

First things first. Apparently I will 
never be able to apologize enough 
or with words suitable to please 
Joe LoParo (“Time to take some 
responsibility,” March 22). I thank 
Serena Chen who had the grace and 
courage to seek me out and engage 
in a personal conversation regarding 
the open letter I penned months ago. 
I am profoundly grateful. 

As to my concern about large 
corporations and outside interests 
operating on the Island, apparentlly 
there is truth to the matter, as cam-
paign donations collected of late by 
Alamedans in Charge come over-
whelmingly from large apartment 
complex owners, not small landlords.

This has little to do with me, the 
Democratic Party, its principles or 
style of leadership as claimed. The 
content of LoParo’s letter is a text-
book example of campaign tactics 
we experience almost daily from 
Washington: distract, divide, create 
chaos in the political arena and in 
doing so, scatter the opposition and 
slip through a win. 

LoParo took aim not only at 
me in last week’s letter, but threw 
in City Councilmembers and the 
Democratic Club itself. In one broad 
fusillade he took aim at the whole 
of the progressive opposition to 

Alamedans in Charge.
This is the teachable moment: 

as we head into campaign season, 
watch for these tactics for they will 
be legion. Democrats can be proud 
of the principles upon which we 
stand. Our Democratic Club put 
aside differences stemming out of 
2016 and are united as we head to 
2018 and 2020. We will continue 
the extraordinary educational pro-
grams we offer Alamedans, and will 
keep our feet on the ground, leading 
in matters of critical importance to 
our community. 

The 500-strong march and rally 
held last weekend (“Locals Protest 
Guns,” March 29) to protest gun 
violence in schools was anchored by 
myself, the secretary, program direc-
tor and individual members of the 
Democratic Club and is a testimony 
to the fact we continue to lead and 
fight for the values that make demo-
crats who they are, and Alameda the 
town we all know it to be.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin 
Co-President, City of Alameda 

Democratic Club

Beloved substitute  
teacher egregiously fired
Editor:

In January this newspaper ran 
a tribute piece on Ashley Jones, 
acknowledging him as “a great 
Alamedan” (“Paying Tribute to Two 
Great Alamedans,” Jan. 9). As a life-
long activist, Jones is no stranger to 
controversy. As a lifelong educator, 
he’s no stranger to advocating for 
his students. 

On March 14, students across 
the Island, and across the nation, 
left class and marched in support 
of gun reform and safety in schools 
(“Students Join National March,” 
March 22). In a move decidedly 
against the current, Alameda High 
School (AHS) forbid their students 
to join. Some dissented, refus-
ing to let this moment in history 
pass without their overt support. 
When Jones spotted them heading 
towards Washington Park, he joined 
them. For this, he was fired.

Jones taught history at AHS for 
more than two decades, and has 
been a beloved and venerated sub-
stitute teacher, until he received 
this dismissal letter. This irrational, 
mean-spirited proclamation hand-
ed down by AHS Principal Robert 
Ithurburn flies in the face of cur-
rent sentiment spreading across the 
country.

Jones is indeed a great Alamedan, 
a great asset to the community and 
a treasured teacher who, at 86, has 
undoubtedly been at AHS longer 
than any other teacher or admin-
istrator. Let’s give him the respect 
and admiration he deserves. Let’s 
give the students the respect and 
support they deserve. 

This train is leaving the sta-
tion, Mr. Ithurburn. Better jump on 
board.

— Jane Peal, MFT

Why Grandpa is armed
Editor:

In consideration of the recent 
frenzy over gun control I would 
remind my fellow Alameda resi-
dents why we must remain armed 
or, at least, be free to do so.

Gun control sounds good except 
that people have died from guns in 
the hands of individuals who have 
become insane. Law enforcement 
cannot protect you; they usually 
arrive after you have been assault-
ed, and historically, evil individuals 

all too frequently seize control and 
take advantage of this “well intend-
ed but emotionally sponsored” situ-
ation.

My kids call me Grandpa. So 
I’ll tell you why Grandpa is armed. 
I don’t pack a gun to kill people 
but to protect me and mine from 
being killed. I don’t pack a gun 
because I’m evil but because I have 
lived long enough to experience 
evil in the world. I don’t pack a gun 

because I hate the government but 
because I understand the inherent 
limitations of government.

I don’t pack a gun because I’m 
angry at anyone but so that I don’t 
spend the rest of my life berating 
myself for failing to be prepared. I 
don’t pack a gun because I want to 
shoot someone but because I want 
to die at a ripe old age in my own 
bed and not on the sidewalk some-
where tomorrow afternoon.

I don’t pack a gun because I need 
to feel like a man but because men 
know how to take care of themselves 
and their family. I don’t pack a gun 
because I feel inadquate but because 
unarmed and facing armed thugs, I 
am inadquate. Personally, I pack a 
gun because I’m too young to die 
and too old to take a beating.

Police protection is an oxymo-
ron; free citizens must protect them-
selves because police cannot protect 
us from crime. They investigate the 
crime after it occurs, then call some-
one to clean up the mess. Police are 
armed to protect themselves.

I am not a member of the National 
Rifle Association. I am a firm believ-
er in the guarantees afffirmed by 
our governing Constitution. History 
has shown time and time again that 
when common folks fail to pro-
tect themselves against evil-minded 
people, those evil ones will come 
and destroy them.

— Bruce Elerick

Put Place Names in Proper Context
Eric J. Kos

I have to admit, I kind of enjoyed 
being respectfully blasted in last 
week’s commentary by Rasheed 
Shabazz (“Confronting Racist 
Symbols in Alameda’s Public 
Spaces,” March 29). His writing 
brought up a series of excellent 
points that to some degree deflate 
the problem with presentism. Given 
current events nationwide, and the 
point that at least one of Alameda’s 
racist references were christened 
during a period of Jim Crow-era 
oppression, Alameda would do well 
to reconsider the names of Haight 
Elementary School, Jackson Park 
and, let me add, Calhoun Street. 

The seed of my passion for his-
tory lays rooted partly in the World 
Book Encyclopedia and partly in Ken 
Burns’ The Civil War documentary 
which first aired in 1990. My family 

and I were glued to the set back in 
New Jersey. I quickly learned one 
of the largest villains in the story is 
none other than John C. Calhoun, 
namesake of an East End street. 

Calhoun was the U.S. senator 
who pushed for slavery’s expansion 
as one of a triumvirate of powerful 
senators that included Henry Clay 
and Daniel Webster. They formed 
compromises on the topic of slavery. 
The founders of Alameda, William 
Worthington Chipman and Gideon 
Aughinbaugh, likely idolized these 
three contemporaries for keeping 
the Civil War at bay for many years. 
Hence they named three streets on 
the East End for them. 

Calhoun and his cohorts helped 
maintain the status quo and the 
institution of slavery despite 
Webster being opposed to its 
expansion. These three men form 

the ideal of compromise in the 
American democratic system. 
That’s a topic for a whole differ-
ent column.

By 1997, you’d find me gradu-
ated, relocated to the West Coast 
and discovering, much to my 
displeasure, that somehow the 
Civil War had tainted this isle 
so far removed from the blood-
soaked battlefields of Antietam 
and Gettysburg I’d visited. What 
was Calhoun doing here? 

What made it even worse was 
he appeared out of context. I 
found nearby Clay Street, but 
what happened to Webster? At 
the time I didn’t know the street 
name had been moved due to 
duplication in 1877. I also ideal-
ized the Golden State with its 
free speech, love and all that. I 
was soon shocked to discover 
how much the opposite is true. 

Once I became involved in 
the Alameda Sun, the blatant rac-
ism of the Island City smacked 
me right in the face. One night in 
2003 an episode of the TV news 
magazine program Dateline with 
Ted Koppel posed the question 
to Americans: “What is the Most 
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