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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Farewell to Altarena
Editor:

I have deeply appreciated the 
support and friendship of the 
community during my tenure as 
artistic director of the Altarena 
Playhouse. Now, my work as artis-
tic director is coming to a close. 
I’d like to share some thoughts 
about what we accomplished 
with your help, and to thank you 
personally for your dedication to 
community theater in Alameda.

At Altarena, and throughout 
my career, it has always been 
my goal to ensure that all par-
ticipants in our performing arts 
activities, whether patrons, spon-
sors, artists or staff, feel valued 
and respected. You’ve heard me 
refer to our artistic “family.” I 
believe that for community the-
ater to thrive, it is vital to foster 
a creative and supportive collab-
orative environment.

During the past year, differenc-
es have arisen with Altarena board 
leaders regarding management 
values and operations issues that 
were core concerns for me. These 
fundamental issues have not been 
resolved, and I have concluded 
that it is best to depart.

I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to have served the 
patrons and sponsors of the 
Altarena Playhouse. During my 
tenure as artistic director — along 
with assignments as scenic art-
ist, set, costume and properties 
designer, singer and director — 
we have successfully produced 
17 plays in less than two years. 
Altarena was lauded with 23 
Theatre Bay Area Award nomina-
tions and 11 San Francisco Bay 
Area Theatre Critic’s Circle nomi-
nations. We could not have done 
this without your enthusiastic 
support.

Alameda is a special place, and 
I have loved working side-by-side 
with you, as an advocate for the 
Alameda community. I brought 
American Sign Language interpre-
tation to Altarena and initiated 
early seating for disabled or spe-
cial needs patrons so we would 
honor all members of our family. 

My engagement with the com-
munity included designing floats 
for the Fourth of July Parade, out-
reach to local senior homes, The 
City of Alameda, Alameda Boys & 
Girls Club, Girls Inc., Rotary Club 
of Alameda, Kiwanis of Alameda 
(Chili Cookoff!), Alameda Sister 
City: Dumaguete Medical Mission 
and the Flora Family Foundation. 
I hope to continue being an advo-

cate for Alameda, as you have 
been an advocate for me.

Your enthusiasm and support 
have contributed so much to the 
success Altarena has enjoyed. I 
hope we can stay in touch, and 
I thank you with all my heart for 
your kindness and good will.

— Clay David

CFD Inconsistency
Editor:

I was happy to read your 
article concerning the creation of 
a public safety and transporta-
tion Community Facilities District 
(CFD) at Site A at Alameda Point 
(“Council Discusses Point Tax 
District,” March 9). State law 
authorizes public safety (police 
and fire departments) CFDs to 
account for the fact that residen-
tial development does not pro-
vide sufficient tax revenue to com-
pletely cover the costs of city 
services. 

To defray that shortfall the CFD 
imposes a substantial additional 
annual assessment on homeown-
ers in new developments, primar-
ily in the area of public safety. 
CFDs have previously been cre-
ated for Bayport and Alameda 
Landing.

I am troubled that the city 
has not required CFDs at any 
of the Estuary developments at 
Del Monte, Marina Shores, 2100 
Clement, or Boatworks, that 
together comprise 703 housing 
units. Moreover, it does not appear 
that CFDs are being discussed 
for Encinal Terminals or Alameda 
Marina, which together could add 
another 1,200 housing units.

Public safety is already eating 
up almost 80 percent of our tax 
revenues. This is primarily caused 
by the fact that we have become 
a bedroom community, losing 
much of our commercial tax base 
that produces tax revenues sig-
nificantly higher than the services 
required.

Why does the city burden some 
new residential developments with 
CFDs while giving others a free 
pass? This burdens taxpayers with 
public safety costs that will exceed 
the already extreme drain on our 
tax revenues. It also requires cur-
rent residents to pay higher taxes 
or give up other city services to 
subsidize incoming residents in 
their shiny new homes!

I have asked for explanations 
from our city manager and plan-
ning director for at least the last 
year and have not received an 
adequate explanation. People 

other than me need to address this 
issue with our Planning Board, city 
staff and City Council. Otherwise, 
we are heading for very serious 
financial crises.

— Paul S Foreman

Open letter of thanks
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor Spencer and  
members of the City Council:

I want to thank Mayor Trish 
Spencer, Vice Mayor Malia Vella, and 
Councilmember Frank Matarrese for 
visiting to see the light pollution 
coming across the lagoon from VF 
Corporation’s building in the Harbor 
Bay Business Park. This light comes 
directly into our homes.

Our neighbors are glad that the 
Council is going to upgrade the 
lighting ordinances. This will save 
new developments a lot of grief 
in the future. Please get this done 
before VF starts building out its 
next group of buildings, otherwise 
30 more homes will be affected. 

I would hope the ordinance 
upgrade will include light poles no 
higher than the second story and 
designed to keep the light out of 
second-story windows. Also, the 
shorter poles will save money and 
use less copper wire. 

Vice Mayor Vella was concerned 
about what this lighting has done to 
chase wildlife away as well. 

Again, thank you for listening.
— Gary Thomson & Jim Hager

Outrageous library fees
Editor:

I borrowed a book from the 
Concord Library that was an inter-
library delivery from Alameda 
County Library. On the cover of the 
book is a label that reads: 

“$1 per day late fee
Lost book charge = $115.”
This book can be purchased on 

Amazon Prime for $10.
Book stores are closing and soon 

libraries will also with fees like this. 
This is an outrageous library fee.

— Flo Leverenz

More thanks for council 
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Alameda City Council:
It is with enormous gratitude 

and praise that I write this open 
letter to the Alameda City Council. 
They reached a unanimous vote to 
adopt the resolution that requests 
of our state representatives to initi-
ate an investigation into the pos-
sible impeachable offenses of the 
current U.S. president and his cabi-
net. This is a major step in defend-
ing the rights of the residents of 
Alameda, of California, of the United 
States and for world freedom. 

This issue is not about politics, 
but stems from the very core of our 
basic human rights and universal 
freedoms. We should not wait for 
anyone to ask our opinion about 
our freedoms and rights. We must 
voice our concerns now in order to 
exercise our rights.

Community involvement in sup-
port of the system of checks and 
balances of the Constitution, as well 
as those of local governments, is 
a most important civic duty. With 
this and other similar city-adopted 
resolutions, State representatives 
will now have the validation they 
need to carry forward their fight for 
our justice. Without it they have no 
voice. This resolution also honors 
those who have fought and died for 
our freedoms. It is up to all of us to 
continue that fight.

Fear is not an option in defend-
ing our constitutional rights. 
Evolution and science has proven 
that organized united groups of 
hunters can take down even the 
largest of predator beasts. Fearless 
leaders empower fearless followers.

Thank you City Council for sup-
porting and empowering your com-
munity. You have proven that even 
“potted plants” can bloom on occa-
sion.

It’s a beautiful thing. Well done!
— Debra Weiss

Thank you writers
Editor:

May I offer my thanks to the 
staff secretary of Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) and Chris 
Lonsdale for their recent letters 

Eric J. Kos
This week, myself and the 

Alameda Sun staff would like to 
thank the following subscribers 
who responded to an editorial call-
ing for support (“Now is the Time 
to Support this Unique Source of 
Alameda News,” Feb. 23). Since the 
article appeared we have raised 
more than $4,000 for the paper, 
mostly in $25 increments.

We appreciate the support we 
received from Jaqueline & Thomas 
Keenan, Eve Holguin, Billie Jaber, 
Guy Mayes & Nancy Issel-Mayes, 
Linda Grant, Anthony & Roberta 
Shomon and Madlyn Murphy. 
Thanks also to Cecelia & Nicola 
Pereira, Mary & Eric Craig and Paul 
Foreman. Also among our treasured 
subscribers are Donald & Lillian 
Cunningham, Dorothy Freeman, 
Carolyn Boone, Helen Sause, Fred 
Eihl, Oakmont of Mariner Point, John 
Zugnoni, Pirjo Spanfelner, John & 
Jeanette Zugnoni, Bill Cox and Floyd 
Hunter. Even more support came in 
thanks to Jane & John Kos, Yvonne 
& Patrick Merrigan, Barbara Horn, 
Brian Lodge, Eileen Blood-Golden, 
Michael Carney & Sangeeta Misra, 
Eugene & Linda Casteel, Luise Roke, 
Hubert Morgan, Judith Lynch, James 
Hudkins CPA, Marilyn Zecher, Denise 
Gasti & Cheryl Saxton, Christopher 
& Karen Smith Ringewald and Steven 
& Ann Tedrow.  

In addition to comments like “we 
love your newspaper” we received 
these notes along with the sub-
scription checks.

Hi:
We’ve been reading your paper 

since we moved to Alameda in 2005. 
So here’s $25 x 13 years = $325. 

(“Teachers exercised right to 
assemble,” and “Clearing things 
up,” March 9) and their courtesy 
in correcting my misunderstand-
ing regarding the AUSD teachers’ 
protest reported several weeks 
ago. 

The report by Alameda Sun 
(“Teachers Oppose Cabinet 
Selection,” Feb. 9) did not specify 
the time of the demonstration 
and, consequently, I understood it 
to have been during class hours.

Education and tax assess-
ments are sensitive subjects 
these days.

— Bruce Elerick

Time for meaningful 
action at City Hall
Editor: 

Some 18 months ago, I uncovered 
details of an account languishing 
at City Hall containing substantial 
funds for public access television 
and education media funding.

I wrote to city officials, calling 
on them to use the funds to re-insti-
tute a public-access media center 
in Alameda. I wrote, “public access 
to mass media is but one of many 
feathers that tip the scales towards 
democracy and away from authori-
tarianism...”

Fast forward to today, with a new 
president using the Stalin-esque term 
“enemy of the people” to describe 
media agencies he doesn’t like, and 
I am still waiting for city officials to 
establish a mechanism to release this 
public-access media funding. 

There is an opportunity here for 
City Hall to move beyond purely 
symbolic declarations and take 
meaningful action. They can finally 
establish a structure and funding 
mechanism to give the people a 
voice, and a channel with which 
to speak out against autocrats and 
despots. 

There are well-established 
practices for putting these funds 

An Open Letter to 
Alameda Hospital

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Alameda Hospital billing 
department:

I am writing to you in request 
for you to correctly update your 
records in regards to two invoic-
es I have recevied.

Right out of the blue you 
begin billing me for services pro-
vided near on five years ago 
and insultingly claiming them to 
be unpaid. The probability that 
these services were not already 
paid is practically impossible! It 
is absolutely outrageous! 

I have had extensive experi-
ence with you, and I know exact-
ly how tight your process is. 
Credit is my business and I am 
extremely precise about paying 
my bills. There is absolutely no 
way that you did not already bill 
me and that I did not already 
pay these bills when they were 
received.

In fact I have had more quite 
shockingly bad experiences 
with you which may even have 
crossed the line into illegality. 

For example one of your 
staff sent me on an insane wild 

goose chase after the insurance 
company only to find that they 
had not even received the said 
bills due to the length of time. 
After my extensive amount of 
energy and time chasing this 
issue they eventually said that 
they can’t “understand” why I’m 
doing all this since it has nothing 
to do with me. The difficulty is 
between the insurance company 
and the hospital.

When I brought this up with 
a hospital staff member, he sent 
me on this chase saying that he 
finds it far easier to have the cli-
ent do his job! Maybe you should 
read that last sentence twice. 

I was completely floored then 
and now. This follows the exact 
same path I’ve been down before 
with you guys: “Let’s just start 
double billing people after five 
years and see how many actually 
pay, half of them will have just 
forgot and most will find it just 
too hard to trace the records.” 

Once again I want to inform 
you that credit is vital to my 
business. If it’s marred in any 
way whatsoever the consequenc-
es are drastic to me. 

I would be left with no other 
choice than to have my attorney 
have you produce your entire 
records dating back five years 
and let him get to the bottom 
of your games and explain the 
consequences you will then face. 

I will also be sending a copy 
of this letter to all senior hospi-
tal staff. Please correctly update 
your records and confirm with 
me that you have done so.

— Steve Powell

Editor’s note: During the 
Alameda Sun’s company history, 
collecting payment for ads placed 
on behalf of (i.e. services rendered 
to) Alameda Hospital has also 
proved difficult.

A Fresh Round of Thank Yous
We love the paper! Thank 

you.
— Jackie & Tom Keenan

Alameda Sun staff:
Thank you all for the home-

town news. I can’t wait for the 
Sun to arrive every week and 
I read it from front to back. 
Thank you!

— Pirjo Spanfelner 

To Alameda Sun:
I was a loyal reader but now 

want to be a real subscriber. 
Please accept this $25 check for 
a one-year subscription. 

Keep up the good work and I 
wish you luck.

— Billie Jaber

— which originate with cable TV 
customers in Alameda — to work. 
I’ve documented these practices 
for city officials.

Will they do it?
— David Howard

A hospital staff 
member sent me 
on this chase say-
ing that he finds 
it far easier to 
have the client do 
his job! 
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