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Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Let’s lose these bums
Editor:

I moved to Alameda as soon as 
I got out of the Navy in 1957. The 
expression “Only in Alameda” has 
been used to describe the way 
“we” do things since then. But the 
recent actions by the City Council 
to put City Manager Jill Keimach 
on “paid administrative leave” is 
probably the most flagrant viola-
tion of the Council’s duty I have 
ever witnessed. 

Basically the Councilmembers 
are all pulling together to keep the 
lid on what they have done, which 
is illegal. If the residents of this 
“fair city” want a bunch of crooks 
running the show, then they will 
get what they asked for. If I wasn’t 
so old, I would run again (for the 
third time), but I can’t stay awake 
past 10 p.m. However, there are 
other qualified residents who can, 
and should, get rid of these bums.

— Ashley Jones

Homeless are our 
neighbors, too
Editor:

I’ve seen several letters to 
this publication and heard some 
of my fellow Alamedans express 
concern about homeless individ-
uals on the Island. I would like to 
remind residents that homeless 
folks are our neighbors and just 
as deserving of dignity as the 
rest of us. 

As the vice-chair of Alameda’s 
Rent Review Advisory Committee, 
I see how easy it can be to be 
pushed into a precarious hous-
ing and financial position. I’m 
thankful for efforts made by com-
munity groups to help homeless 
Alamedans, and I think the new 
facility near Crab Cove is a respon-
sible and just use of resources.

— Brendan Sullivan-Sariñana

Plastic straws in town 
Editor:

It is my understanding that 
effective Jan. 1, restaurants would 
only provide plastic straws upon 
request. However, I have recently 
been given plastic straws at the 
Burger King on Otis Drive, and at 
The Sushi House, even though I 
did not request them. 

Does anyone know how the 
city is publicizing this new ordi-
nance to restaurants? Perhaps 
some restaurants are trying to 
use up their plastic straw inven-
tory before the July 1 enforcement 
date? It feels like more public-

ity on this topic would be useful, 
both for the public and for restau-
rant owners.

— Jody Linick

Editor’s note: Please see today’s 
front page article on restaurant own-
ers who are making efforts to follow 
Alameda’s no-waste ordinance.

Lives over profit
Editor:

This Saturday, March 24, the 
Parkland, Fla., student-led March 
for Our Lives is set to take place 
in Washington, D.C. Following 
the massacre of 17 students and 
teachers on Valentine’s Day at the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
school, the brave and articulate 
survivors have inspired a nation-
wide demand for an end to the 
epidemic of gun violence in our 
country. They have reinvigorated 
and challenged, discouraged and 
demoralized (adult) gun-control 
advocates. We owe these young 
people a debt of gratitude. 

Companion marches will be tak-
ing place in more than 700 cities. 
They are confronting the gun man-
ufacturers and the National Rifle 
Association to demand a country 
that values lives over profit. 

We will be part of this day 
of action. Our Saturday Human 
Billboard will rally in solidarity 
with these demands for sensible 
gun-reform legislation. Alameda 
high school students participat-
ed in the walkout on Wednesday, 
March 14, to honor the 17 Parkland 
victims on the one-month anniver-
sary of their murder. Let’s follow 
their lead. 

Come join us at the corner 
of Park Street and Santa Clara 
Avenue at noon on March 24. 
Bring signs and wear orange!

— Ruth Smiler

Sun proudly supports 
community spirit
Editors, Alameda Sun:

I moved to Alameda in July 
2014 with my infant daughter. 
When my maternity leave savings 
ran out, the two gigantic jobs of 
caring for my daughter and pro-
viding for her in a new town over-
whelmed me. I became depressed 
and increasingly isolated. I did not 
have the strength to go out and 
promote my business. 

I looked forward to reading 
the Alameda Sun every Thursday. 
It gave me a feeling for the com-
munity. In January of 2016, I was 
encouraged to place an ad for my 
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business in the paper. I have been 
running at capacity ever since.

The paper adds so much to the 
town and made a big difference in 
my life. Please renew my subscrip-
tion to the Alameda Sun. 

— Sheira Kahn

Appreciating new page
Dear Eric and Dennis:

The addition of a “Civics 101” 
section in the Alameda Sun is ter-
rific! I’ve been working on a col-
umn in the Democratic Club of 
Alameda newsletter summarizing 
City Council actions, as well as 
a for-your-information section on 
fundamentals of local politics to 
help educate voters. If this column 
stays on, I’ll cut and paste the link 
to these items in the Sun — which, 
simultaneously, I hope will expand 
your readership.

You two have stepped up big 
time and in a most wonderful fash-
ion. I know we don’t and won’t 
come down on the same side in 
all issues, but I know we share a 
mutual vision of journalism being 
the “fourth” arm of government so-
to-speak — with the important role 
of keeping Alamedans informed.

Thanks again, as always, for 
your work, support and vision.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Open letter to council
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy fo this letter.

Dear Mayor Spencer and Members 
of the Alameda City Council:

In the next few weeks the 
Alameda City Council will again 
need to decide whether to allow 
the construction of a new 100-room 
hotel on a tiny 1.17-acre parcel of 
San Francisco Bay shoreline at 2350 
Harbor Bay Pkwy., just south of the 
Harbor Bay Ferry. 

With all due respect, allowing 
construction of this project is illegal 
and decidedly against the mandate 
of San Francisco Bay Conservation 
& Development Commission (BCDC) 
and many Alameda residents. 

Recall that BCDC denied the 
construction permits on Feb. 16, 
2017. In addition, on Jan. 22, the  
Planning Board pushed back on 
changes to the city’s zoning laws 
after hearing local outcry against 
the hotel’s construction. At this 
meeting the Planning Board decid-
ed that this tiny parcel should not 
be re-zoned for a large hotel, as 
it is currently zoned for a smaller 
office-restaurant building.

Keep in mind that the Mina Patel 
group recently revised the building 
plans to cram a shorter, dispropor-
tionally huge, ugly and obstructive 
building with 100 rooms on that 
same tiny 1.17 acres.

This planned hotel building is 
simply too large. By comparison, 
The Hampton Inn on Harbor Bay 
Parkway has 120 rooms but that 
parcel is on 3.5 acres of land and 
this building’s site is set back far 
from San Francisco Bay. 

What does it take to tell this 
builder that this large hotel build-
ing project is out-sized, illegal and 
unwanted by the local residents. It 
will severely detract from the rare 
and cherished panoramic bay vistas 
that many Alamedans, including the 
Harbor Bay community, enjoy?

It is the sworn duty of the City 
Council to reflect the will of the 
people of Alameda. Halt the per-
mitting process to build this hotel 
project on this site once and for all.

Please listen to your constitu-
ents and stop construction of this 
obstructive hotel project on this 
beautiful shoreline site. Thank you.

— Tom Krysiak

Remembering Lil
Editor:

I met Lil Arnerich in town  a 
few years ago (“Alameda Loses its 
Elder Statesman,” March 15). He 
turned when he saw me and imme-
diately said, “Hello! I knew your 
grandfather.” I had also been on 
the Planning Board in 1996 when Lil 
was on City Council. 

I don’t know if he remembered 
my name but it was so nice to know 
he remembered me and my fam-
ily. My grandfather died in 1973. 
Though his name is mentioned 
more than 600 times in the meeting 
minutes of the City Council, most 
have forgotten him.

Although I didn’t know him well, 
every time I saw Lil at a city meet-

John Felts 
During the development of 

the Harbor Bay Business Park, 
Shoreline Park was established, 
an incredible walking and riding 
path along San Francisco Bay 
that nearly encircles Bay Farm 
Isle.  

Currently a parcel is being 
proposed for a hotel develop-
ment at 2350 Harbor Bay Pkwy., 
also known as Parcel 1. Adjacent 
to this proposed development, 
is a bayfront piece of land (des-
ignated Parcel 4), is the last 
piece of the Shoreline Park to be  
completed. Parcel 4 is currently 
owned by Harbor Bay Island 
Associates (HBIA) — develop-
ers of the business park — but 
it is dedicated to the City of 
Alameda. 

The land associated with 
Parcel 4 belongs to the taxpaying 
businesses and residents of the 
City of Alameda. Andrew Thomas, 
assistant community develop-
ment director, in a letter dated 
Nov. 15, 2017, addressed to the 
hotel developer’s architect work-
ing on Parcel 1, states, “…Under a 
separate development agreement 
between the City of Alameda and 
HBIA, Parcel 4 is to be conveyed 
to the City of Alameda to complete 
the shoreline park. The site is 
zoned open space…”  

The property at 2350 Harbor 

Bay Pkwy. (Parcel 1) is 
currently zoned for an 
office or restaurant. The 
current owner has asked 
the Planning Department 
to change the zoning to 
allow a four-story, 100-
room hotel to be built on 
the very small 1.17-acre 
parcel. 

The Planning 
Department denied the 
request to change the zon-
ing on Jan. 22. The owner 
of the land has now appealed 
this decision to the City Council, 
which will most likely vote on the 
appeal soon.

The San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC) denied the 
required building permit to build 
the hotel in February 2017. In addi-
tion to inadequate parking the 
current proposed hotel does not 
meet the required 25-foot setback 
from the zoned open space that 
will complete the shoreline park 
(Parcel 4).

The current request for a 
zoning change should not be 
allowed to proceed and the City 
of Alameda should take title to 
Parcel 4 as soon as possible. 
There is no resistance to the 
development of Parcel 1 for its 
legal use: an office or restau-
rant, however any development 

of this parcel must be within 
the current zoning of the par-
cel and meet the business park 
and BCDC public access require-
ments.

Please reach out to 
Councilmembers and ask them 
to disallow the hotel zoning 
change and to take title of Parcel 
4 from HBIA. They should then 
follow that up by completing 
Shoreline Park as soon as pos-
sible. 

Send correspondence to 
Councilmembers c/o City Clerk 
Lara Weisiger at lweisiger@ 
alamedaca.gov. Council contact 
information is also available at 
https://alamedaca.gov/node/860.

John Felts runs Nano Scale 
Surface Systems, Inc. on Harbor 
Bay Parkway.

City Must Take Title to 
Harbor Bay Open Space

“Under a sepa-
rate Development 
Agreement between the 
City of Alameda and 
HBIA, Parcel 4 is to be 
conveyed to the City of 
Alameda to complete 
the shoreline park.”

— Andrew Thomas

Commentary

ing or civic event, he never failed to 
say hello. 

At the June 2013 Alameda Point 
conveyance ceremony, I personally 
witnessed him return to the Navy’s 
representative the dollar bill the Navy 
used to purchase the land that would 
become Alameda Naval Air Station. 
The significance of this was probably 
lost on most in attendance. But that 
was Lil. Memory like an elephant. 
Always friendly, considerate and not 
only was his word his bond, he want-
ed to make sure that Alameda’s word 
was as good as his own. 

Alameda has never had as good 
an ambassador as Lil Arnerich. If 
Lil could support the Alameda Sun 
with a subscription, then it’s time I 
did, too. Rest in peace, Lil! There will 
never be another Alamedan like you.

— Carol Gottstein

The case of the  
missing monkey
Editor:

On March 2, a window in my car, 
which was parked in the Alameda 
Target parking lot, was smashed 
and a bag was stolen out of the 
front seat. All that was in the bag 
was some paperwork and three 
stuffed animals. 

I’m hoping the thieves dumped 
the bag somewhere nearby, as one 
of the animals, a monkey known 
as “Bobo” to my family, is very, 
very special to my youngest son, 
who is on the autism spectrum. 
I’ve posted on the Alameda Patch 
hoping that Bobo might be found 
and returned.

I’ve written a lengthy blog post 
about what happened, at www. 
stevehockensmith.com/2018/03/
monkey-shines.html

Thanks in advance for any assis-
tance you can provide!

— Steve Hockensmith

Time to take some
responsibility
Editor: 

City of Alameda Democratic 
Club Co-President Gabrielle Dolphin 
begins her letter (“Co-president 
explains,” Feb. 22), “I am truly sorry 
if I came across as racist and xeno-
phobic.” The apology is illusory: 
Dolphin refuses to take responsi-
bility for what was textbook race 
baiting in her open letter to the City 
Council and the Alameda commu-
nity dated Jan. 25. 

Two current Councilmembers, 
Vice Mayor and club co-president 
Malia Vella and Councilmember 
Jim Oddie, sit on the club’s execu-
tive board and it surely has the 
power to act. Yet, after weeks of 
public complaint, the club’s only 
action has been to give a front-page 
endorsement to Dolphin’s evasion 
of responsibility.

Our community deserves much 
better. The club and its executive 
board owe it to us all to, first, call 
Dolphin’s race baiting for what it 
is. Next, the club should demon-
strate that Dolphin’s conduct is not 
a proper embodiment of the party, 
its values, or our community, with 
unequivocal action.  

Dolphin’s public race baiting, in 
fact, began with a Tweet on Jan. 12 
(two weeks prior to her open letter) 
expressing disappointment about a 
vote in the State Assembly Housing 
Committee on the state’s rent con-
trol framework: 

“Those that bought citizenship 
when they bought property have no 
care for human rights. ‘No AB 1506. 
I came here for the market’ was 
the embarrassing battle cry. The 
California Apartment Association 
and Realtors lobby paid them to 
show up, say ‘no’ with two days off 
while renters lost a day’s pay.”

Dolphin’s initial “dog whistle” 
Tweet did not state the race of 
the small property owners who 
“have no care for human rights.” 
However, two weeks later in her 
open letter to Alameda, she identi-
fied them as a “wave of investors 
from China” whose speech she 
changed to “I come here for the 
market.” Dolphin also suggested 
that these people, who in reality 
are our family, friends and neigh-
bors, lacked “human decency.”

Dolphin concluded her open 
letter with a demand for pro-
tection from a vague collection 
of “out-of-control” interests and, 
again, focused on Chinese scape-
goats lacking “commitment to 
what we in America (Alameda) 
claim to be our strength and bea-
con of hope: we are champions 
of human (not market) rights.”
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