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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Eric J. Kos
The power of the printed word 

cannot be denied. Our editorial of 
two weeks ago, (“Now is the Time 
to Support this Unique Source of 
Alameda News,” Feb. 23) made a 
huge impact in bringing in new sub-
scriptions for the Alameda Sun. The 
ongoing love and support for this 
newspaper is truly touching, gener-
ous and unexpected. 

This week we want to express 
our appreciation for Catherine Bak-
er, Shirley & Ronald Goodman, Keith 
& Anne Nealy, Douglas MacIntosh & 
Peggy Cecchettini, Alan Ramos and 
C.T. McGinley III. Roberta Langren 
sent in a subscription, as did Mi-
chael Kelly, Steven & Marjorie Gar-
ner, James & Mary Manning, Ashley 
Jones and Robert & Jerrilyn Kaplan. 
The Sun says thanks to Donald Kel-
ley & Susan Getman, M. & R. O’Neal, 
Jim Langowski, Robert & Sydney Lee 
Howard, Victor & Joan Sonenberg. 
Dave & J.V. Case helped support 
this newspaper along with Jackson 
Shandle & Sherrie Van Tyle, Joan 
Dykema, Ken & Catherine Cameron, 
Karin Lucas, Michael & Rachel Wi-
ese, Joyce & David Mercado, Bever-
ly Bajuk, Cary & Cynthia Taylor and 
Patricia & Robert Baer. Also among 
the generous subscribers were Rod 
& Christine Baker, Kenneth & Gerry 
Thur, Ro Leaphart of Leaphart & 
Associates, Christina Kotowski 
and her mom, Marie Kotowski and 
Nancy Gormley & Elizabeth Gomes. 

Helen Kuo, James & Jane Burgelin, 
Donald & Carol Brown, Annette 
Rossi, Leslie Walsh, Jeffery Basich, 
Philip & Pamela Luo, Pauline Zazulak 
and David Allen also provided sup-
port. We were also pleased to receive 
a hand from Robert Rieder, M.E. Can-
non and Judy Wagner, Eric & Ann 
Cross, Bruce Parker, Sally & Stanley 
Simpson, Loretta Dimitruck and Kar-
en Butter. Thanks are due to James 
Lee, Paul & Anita Labrenz, Jon & Amy 
Funabiki, Jody Linick & Christer Hag-
gult, Elwin & Virginia Jang, Katherine 
Lingley, Roy & Melinda Samuelson, 
David & Virginia Thompson, George 
Humphreys, Gabrielle Dolphin & 
Alan Pryor, Pamela Cowart and Hel-
en Kauth-Pedersen as well. 

Enclosed with the subscription 
checks were these letters alongside 
the many comments like “good job” 
and “keep up the good work.”

Dear sirs:
Since the election I personally 

disagree with much of your politi-
cal editorial content and delivery. 
However, I respect your right to 
write it. Enclosed find my check. 
Good luck and best regards,

— Dave Case

Dear Dennis and Eric:
Thank you so much for produc-

ing the Alameda Sun. I look for-
ward to reading it each week and 
always learn a little bit more about 
the happenings on this little island 
where I love to live. 

I have also thoroughly enjoyed 
the many walks you have led around 
town, sharing your vast knowledge 
of the history of our town.

Hope that the checks you receive 
will help with the financial challeng-
es of producing this fine newspaper. 

— Joan Dykema

Editor:
Thank you for an excellent front 

page report on the important work 
of Alameda4Impeachment (“Local 
Group Seeks to Impeach,” Feb. 23). 
Our democracy is in peril.

— Ken & Katie Cameron

Dear Eric and Dennis:
We read your paper every 

week. Thank you very much for 
your excellent editorial style, your 
coverage of important Alameda 
events, and sustaining a local free 
press in Alameda during a time of 
corporate news and consolidation 
of the small local newspapers.

Please add us as annual sub-
scribers. Again, thank you for your 
excellent reporting.

— Ro Leaphart 
Leaphart & Associates

Dennis and Eric:
Thanks for a super local news-

paper. It’s worth much more than 
the enclosed $25. Keep up the 
good work! 

— Nancy Gormley

Sign me up!
I’ve enjoyed reading your paper 

More Appreciation for, from, Subscribers to the Sun

Adopt-a-Bed update   
Editor: 

The Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children 
would like to thank all the gener-
ous people who donated money 
in February. A number of the 
listed donors have contributed 
several times last month. Two do-
nors asked to remain anonymous. 

Chris Keller sent a donation 
in memory of Mary McDonald. 
Michelle Martin and Bernard Coll 
also donated in memory of Mary 
McDonald. David and Mary Jane 
Bratzler donated in memory of 
Betty and Mel Sanderson.

The fifth-grade class at St. Jo-
seph Elementary School sent the 
shelter a donation, as did Kathryn 
and Alan Hanley, Bryan Lau and 
Hyo Kim-Lau and Christine Buck.  
Paula Patillo-Dupree donated to 
the shelter in February. She was 
joined by Virginia Krutilek and M. 
Buck and the January Listen for 
Life Concert.

Shirley and Ron Goodman 
sent a donation to remember Ron 
Cowan. Lance and Sandra Rus-
sum sent a check in memory of 
James Sutherland, Doris Wilton, 
Jerry Justin, Albert Gil, Dolores 
Metszch, Robert Turner, Adolph 
Adragna, Colleen Zeisz, George 
McCully and Jay Groh. 

Lois Pryor sent a donation, as 
did Richard Tabor DDS, Jane U 
Brown, Lynda Sussman and Eu-
gene Hosler.

If you would like to see your 
name among the March donors, 
send a check to Alameda Home-
less Network, P.O. Box 951, Alam-
eda CA 94501. To learn more, call 
523-2377 or visit www.midway 
shelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek   

Teachers exercised  
right to assemble
Editor:

In a recent letter (“What our 
B1 parcel tax money is used for,” 
Feb. 16) Bruce Elerick claimed 
that AUSD teachers left their 
classrooms on Feb. 7 to protest 
the appointment of Betsy DeVos 
as Secretary of Education. Elerick 
also alleged that Superintendent 
Dr. Sean McPhetridge had “ap-
proved” the teachers abandoning 
their students to protest. Neither 
allegation is accurate. 

The rally, which was orga-
nized by the Alameda Education 
Association to represent its mem-
bers’ interests, was held at 3:30 
p.m., after the school day had 

finished. It is true that under state 
law, public school teachers (like all 
state employees) must avoid politi-
cal activity during their work hours. 
But during their non-work hours, 
public school teachers (like all citi-
zens) have the right to assemble 
and voice their political views. 

As such, McPhetridge did not 
need to approve the action. Fur-
thermore, although McPhetridge 
did not attend the rally himself (he 
was still working), he certainly sup-
ported the teachers’ constitutional 
rights to hold a rally once their 
work day was done. 

One other point of clarification: 
Elerick suggested that under Mea-
sure B1 (which extends the Measure 
A parcel tax), his property taxes will 
increase. We are delighted to let 
him know this is not true. Under 
Measure B1, he will pay the same 
amount of taxes he did under Mea-
sure A.   

— Susan E. Davis 
Senior Manager, Alameda Unified 

School District, Community Affairs

Boy Scouts say ‘thanks’
Editor:

The Alameda Council, Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA), would 
like to thank the community for the 
terrific support of our Centennial 
Celebration exhibit in February. 
We would like to thank Jamestown 
Properties-South Shore Center, 
especially Marie Flores, for the 
very generous support in making 
exhibit space available and for par-
ticipation as our corporate spon-
sor. We would like to thank the 
Alameda Journal and the Alameda 
Sun for their feature coverage of 
the exhibit and 100th anniversary 
festivities. 

Thank you to Mayor Trish 
Spencer and Council Member 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft for their 
participation and proclamations 
at our exhibit opening event. 
Thank you to Al Wright, of Raintree 
Studios, for capturing the “Kodak 
moments” of our celebration. 
Thanks to the many scouting vol-
unteers who gave their time, tal-
ent and treasure in presenting the 
exhibit. And a big thank you to the 
community at large, for visiting our 
exhibit this past month, and for 
the last century of support to the 
scouting program in Alameda.

Since 1917, the Alameda Council 
BSA has been a cornerstone of com-
munity service for Alameda’s youth. 
The Scouting program provides 
outdoor skills, leadership training, 
character development, physical 
education and promotes active citi-
zenship for all participants. 

The Alameda Council is the 
largest youth-serving organization 
for boys and girls in the commu-
nity with more than 1,500 registered 
youth (almost 30 percent of all youth 
in Alameda) and more than 300 adult 
volunteers. Alameda Council was 
the 22nd chartered council (of more 
than 300 councils nationwide) and is 
one of the five smallest community 
based councils in the BSA. 

For more information about 
scouting and our additional 
Centennial Events or to find out 
how you can support our Friends 
of Scouting campaign, please visit 
www.bsa-alameda.org.

The Alameda Council looks 
forward to serving the youth of 
Alameda for the next 100 years!

— Patrick Kenney
Centennial Committee

Impeachable offenses
Editor:

Allegations have been made (by 
Republicans, Democrats and the 
FBI) that Russian officials colluded 
with Trump campaign officials to 
interfere with our most recent presi-
dential election, and to compromise 
the actions of a standing president. If 
proven true, these are impeachable 
offenses. But there is more.

Additional allegations concern 
the President’s world-wide business 
interests, and those of his family. The 
Constitution forbids the President 
from accepting any gifts from foreign 
governments or heads of state.  It is 
mind-boggling to imagine how Trump 
is going to comply, since he has not 
divested himself of hotels and golf 
courses where he hosts foreign lead-
ers, nor divested himself of business 
investments underwritten by foreign 
governments. 

— Ken and Katherine Cameron

Respect safeguards  
to democracy
Editor:

On March 7 Alameda’s City 
Council voted on a resolution call-
ing for a Congressional investiga-
tion to determine if there are suf-
ficient grounds for the impeachment 
of Donald Trump. Cities across the 
country are voting on similar resolu-
tions — and Richmond has already 
passed its resolution on Feb. 21.   

Foreign meddling in the American 
political system was among the 
gravest dangers feared by the fram-
ers of the U.S. Constitution. For this 
reason, the Constitution prohibits 
Trump from accepting “any pres-
ent, Emolument, Office, or Title, of 
any kind whatsoever, from any King, 
Prince, or foreign State” (Article 1, 
Section 9). 

In fact, the framers developed 
these safeguards against corrupt 
influence well before defining 
other aspects of the office of the 

Sean McPhetridge
February brought significant 

challenges to the Alameda Uni-
fied School District (AUSD). The 
sudden, tragic passing of Board 
of Education trustee Solana Hen-
neberry shocked us all. The AUSD 
community and community at 
large mourn her loss. Solana fought 
a very tough and brave battle with 
cancer, showing commitment and 
resilience despite great personal 
challenge. We will always remem-
ber Solana for her service to the 
children and families of Alameda. 

Solana will be remembered 
for core values of improving early 
childhood education, labor man-
agement relations and special 
education in AUSD. We are grate-
ful to her and her family for her 
stalwart contributions serving in 
2016 as the President of the Board 
of Education. Solana Henneberry 
will be missed: we were lucky to 
know her. 

This is not the first time we 
have faced a tragic loss of a Board 
of Education member during their 
term of office. It was only two 
years ago we also lost Nielsen 
“Niel” Tam, and AUSD and the 
Alameda community also must 
remember his fine example for us 
going forward. Niel was a man sim-
ilarly driven like Solana to work to-
ward dialogue, improvement and 
solutions for the challenges and 
problems we face as a people. 

Like Solana, Niel was some-
one who particularly valued early 
childhood education and special 
education, once having been (just 
like Solana) a special educator 
himself. Personally I know that 
Niel and Solana both would have 

reminded us to stay mindful and 
resilient during times of challenge. 
Let us invoke and remember that 
wisdom as we go forward, rising to 
the challenges we face to improve 
our district and world.  

AUSD has witnessed triumphs 
and challenges alike so far in 2017. 
I was personally proud of the work 
of the Board of Education to pass 
our “Safe Haven” resolution in Jan-
uary, joining the City of Alameda 
in action and in word to make the 
city sanctuary to all people and to 
embrace our goal of a safe, inclu-
sive place where all of us belong. 
And I am also pleased to see a cul-
mination of goals we have worked 
on as a district with regard to re-
cent events organized by AUSD’s 
Black Achievers Alliance and AL-
CANCE (our Latino achievement 
initiative). 

Work being done by commu-
nity leaders like these to celebrate 
and support achievements of our 
young people is impressive, and 
I continue to be inspired by their 
work and the work of other col-
leagues (e.g., the LGBTQ Round 
Table and the Alameda Special 
Education Parent Support Group) 
who also help us maintain a focus 
on issues of equity and inclusion 
as a school district. 

AUSD is also proud to be em-
barking on a bold and inclusive 
strategic planning effort to engage 
in inquiry aimed to improve upon 
our special education services in 
the district. This was a particular 
goal of Solana’s, and it is one that 
will certainly serve to shed light 
on challenges we face as a dis-
trict in delivery of these services. 
Ultimately we know that we must 

be careful, diligent and focused 
on improvement now and going 
forward if we are to face our chal-
lenges and brainstorm new ways 
to get better.   

AUSD is very fortunate to have 
a team of committed profession-
als working together as general 
education teachers, special educa-
tion providers and administrators 
who will engage in broad-based 
community engagement efforts 
with families in years ahead. This 
is what is required of us to work 
in data-based inquiry efforts, to 
adapt to the challenges of our 
special education service delivery 
mandates, and to adopt both gen-
eral education and special educa-
tion best practices so we can work 
together to build a multi-tiered 
system of supports and a system 
supporting all AUSD students. 

At last week’s PTA Council, our 
parent/guardian leaders unani-
mously endorsed an Alameda PTA 
Diversity and Inclusion Statement 
to voice support to our commit-
ment to the learning and welfare 
of all Alamedans. I am heartened 
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Solana will be 
remembered for 
improving early 
childhood educa-
tion, labor man-
agement relations 
and special edu-
cation.

and going along on your walks 
through town. I’ve learned a lot 
about my adopted home in the 
15 years I’ve spent here. 

Thanks for all your hard work 
and your sense of humor.

— Loretta Dimitruck

Dear Alameda Sun:
A real community newspaper 

enables a town to be a real com-
munity. Thank you.

— Virginia Thompson 


