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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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How to record shows 
using antenna TV
Editor:

For those interested in watch-
ing and recording digitally broad-
cast television shows, I discov-
ered the following about record-
ing antenna TV shows. There is a 
relatively inexpensive recording 
solution available that is not a 
video casette tape recorder (VCR).

I had been using my old VCRs 
(various models over the years) 
to tape shows; but each one has 
been malfunctioning in some way.

I had also purchased one of the 
digital-to-analog converter boxes 
years ago when the government 
offered a coupon to help defray 
the cost of digital conversion.

In some newspapers I saw 
some broadcast TV channels list-
ed, but I could not watch them 
with my old converter box. I 
thought for a long time that the 
problem might have been with my 
rooftop antenna; but it appears 
to have been the older analog-to-
digital converter box.

Here’s what I have learned, 
experimented with and imple-
mented.

I learned that there were non-
VCR recording devices on the mar-
ket that can record to a generic 
non-proprietary USB device that 
do not require connections to the 
Internet or to some cable system.

I found a device (in the $50 
range) at a large popular nation-
wide store in San Leandro. I could 
not find it in an Alameda store.

The new converter box 
scanned for “over the air” chan-
nels discovering more channels 
than my original converter box 
could detect. I am now able to 
watch many more free broadcast 
TV channels than I could watch 
before. (I did nothing to my roof-
top antenna.)

The new box also accesses 
a guide that can display upcom-
ing shows on a given channel for 
many upcoming hours of the day.

The converter requires a stan-
dard USB drive onto which to store 
your TV show recordings. I had a 
(under $20) 32 gigabyte USB stick. 
Note: I tried a fancier 2 terabyte 
(2,000 gigabyte) USB drive, but 
that USB drive choked the power 
of the recorder/converter unwant-
ingly automatically powering down 
the new converter box. That was 
an unworkable combination.

The new converter record-
ing device can also record any 
channel; but only one channel 
at a time. You can only watch 

what you are recording. If you are 
recording channel X, you may not 
watch channel Y.

I avoided naming stores and 
manufacturers so as to not unin-
tentionally endorse or advertise 
a given product. Hopefully this 
letter educates someone who 
thought there were no inexpen-
sive options available at retail 
stores.

— Jim Strehlow

On the Alameda Sun
Editor’s note: the staff 

received an outpouring of sup-
port from the local community 
last week based on our editorial 
describing how we keep the paper 
in operation (“Now is the Time 
to Support this Unique Source of 
Alameda News,” Feb. 23). Many 
Alameda residents thanked us for 
our “hard work” and “service” in 
“keeping the Sun shining.”

We’d like to thank Joan Searls, 
John Fenstermacher, Isadora Alman, 
Ted & Patricia Harrison, Lil & Norma 
Arnerich, Robin Seeley, Louise 
Grayson, Kurt & Janet Libby, Jaime & 
Matthew Bartlett, Elizabeth Greene, 
John Felts of Nano Scale Surface 
System Inc., Jerome & Michele 
Harrison, Ginny Krutilek, David & 
Mary Jane Bratzler, Jayne Moeller 
& Steve Torrance, Mitsuru & Muriel 
Tamura, Susan Hagemann, Bara 
Waters & Robert Cassard, Ron & 
Alison Limoges, John & Martine Lee, 
Martin & Patricia Butensky, Reina 
Galanes & Kingmun Siu, Norman & 
Patricia Bowen and Lars Hansson, 
CPA for their subscriptions and con-
tributions in response to the editorial. 
Enclosed among the many subscrip-
tion checks were the following letters.

Editors of the Sun:
I cannot thank you enough for 

your article in today’s Sun. I had 
no idea of all your expenses etc. 
that it takes to have your paper 
“dropped off” at my home each 
and every Thursday. I have been a 
“taker” long enough. Now it’s time 
for me to do my part. 

P.S. I have lived in Alameda 
since 1946. Wow.

From a very senior citizen, 
— Louise Grayson

Editor:
Thank you for reminding us in 

your Feb. 23 editorial, how impor-
tant it is for us to support your 
efforts in keeping the Alameda 
community well-informed.

— Pat & Marty Butensky

Editor:
This check is in response to 

your article in today’s paper ask-

ing for subscribers. I am happy 
to send in the money, I love your 
paper! Keep up the good work! 

P.S. For a few years I was happy to 
have worked with (former Alameda 
Sun Marketing & Operations 
Manager) Carrie Beavers on the 
Alameda Welfare Council board. We 
all lost a lovely person when she 
passed on.

— Susie Hagemann

Dear Alameda Sun Staff:
We love and read your news-

paper! The Alameda Journal is not 
Alameda. It is a mix of all sorts of 
other cities’ news. Please don’t go! 

— The Bowens

To the people of the Alameda Sun:
My wife and I both enjoy your 

paper. It is the closest thing to bal-
anced reporting of any news media 
outlet in the Bay Area. We don’t 
know what your political persua-
sion is, but thanks for not shoving 
it in our face. 

There is a silent minority here 
that is reluctant to speak up for 
fear of being socially ostracized by 
the advocates of inclusiveness, beat 
over the head by the advocates of 
peace, silenced by the advocates of 
free speech, or ridiculed for having 
a different viewpoint by the advo-
cates of diversity. Thank you for 
providing a small respite from the 
onslaught of the left. 

On a different subject, Dennis 
Evanosky always mentions that 
General Jimmy Doolittle lived some-
where on Everett Street in a house 
with a palm tree, although I have 
never been sure which specific 
house he is talking about. 

Joe King on the other hand, 
always says Doolittle lived on Foley 
Street in a Victorian that was moved 
to its present location in the middle 
of the block. Did he live in both 
locations, or is one person in error?

We just wanted to support your 
efforts. Keep up the good work.

— Janet & Kurt Libby

Editor’s response: Dear 
Janet and Kurt, we really appre-
ciate your support. In answer to 
the question about Alameda native 
Jimmy Doolittle, we apologize if we 
mispoke (or misprinted) the fact that 
the Doolittle home stood on Everett 
Street. Joe King is definitely correct 
in saying that the home Doolittle 
was born in is currently located on 
Foley Street. In the early part of 
the 20th Century, developer George 
Noble (who has a street named for 
him nearby) moved the home from 
its original location at the corner of 
Buena Vista Avenue and Foley Street 
to where it sits now, just down Foley 
with a magnolia, not a palm tree, in 
front of it.

Surprise and displeasure
Editor: 

I recently took part in the Hands 
Across Alameda event. Even in the 
storm, it was wonderful to see how 
many of our community turned out 
to in solidarity to say that everyone 
belongs here. 

Imagine my surprise and dis-
pleasure when it was listed in your 
paper as a protest (“Hands Join 
Across Alameda,” Feb. 23). This was 
never a protest. This was a gather-
ing of unity.

I ask on behalf of those that 
attended to please correct your 
error. Thank you.

— Sarah Grant

When in the course of 
human events...
Editor:

City Council heard a resolution 
to Impeach Donald Trump at its 
Feb. 21 session. That same night 
the City of Richmond voted unani-
mously to pass a similar resolution.

At this critical and vulnerable 
crossroads in our nation’s consti-
tutional history, we are called to be 
crystal clear about what is unfold-
ing on the national stage. We are 
called to say “no” when actions out 
of Washington go against the heart 
and soul of what we know America 
to stand for.

If there is a residual fear when 
hearing the word “impeachment” —
that we can’t afford to let our nation 
be distracted by such a “side show,” 
I suggest to you the sideshow is 
in full swing already. If there is a 
residual concern for a constituency 
or a friend that might be offended 
by the word “impeach” and this 

keeps you from speaking up, I sug-
gest continuing the soul searching 
these times have forced upon us.

The reckless dismantling of 
the mechanisms of democracy 
will come only when we have the 
moral leadership to say “stop.” Like 
Everett Dirksen and James Baker in 
their day, people look for unified 
moral leadership and find it lacking 
in Washington. So we must work 
from the grassroots up. Passing a 
resolution for impeachment at the 
local level is a moral, ethical and 
political affirmation of our identity 
saying who and what we are, and 
what we do and do not stand for.

A local resolution to impeach 
speaks to the vast majority of those 
who feel powerless over the unend-
ing executive orders and gaffes; 
we who are struggling not to lose 
hope in the face of this Trump jug-
gernaut. A resolution to impeach 
is a signal to those longing to see 
and hear from our local leader-
ship, those we can reach out and 
“touch” — that says our long and 
painful walk together continues in 
solidarity.

The City Council would appre-
ciate seeing your face in the 
Council Chambers at the Tuesday, 
March 7, council meeting as the 
council prepares to vote to sup-
port a resolution of impeachment. 

Show the council members you 
have their backs.

— Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin

Response to letter on 
education protest
Editor:

In her letter rebutting mine, 
(“Letter was deeply insulting,” Feb. 
23) Cheryl Saxton expressed that 
she found my comments regarding 
Measure B1 and Alameda teachers 
demonstrating against an unpopular 
Presidential appointment, “deeply 
insulting.” Yet Saxton also writes 
she is, “not a parent, nor a teacher.” 
So why did she find the comments 
personally insulting?

I am perfectly aware of the dif-
ficult work, political consequences 
and personal sacrifices of “profes-
sional” educators. I am also aware 
that the educators in the Alameda 
Unified School District are under 
contract and paid to be in the class-
room teaching our children and not 
at liberty to arbitrarily leave the 
classroom during contract hours to 
demonstrate or protest unpopular 
political appointments.  

The failure of these “teachers” 
and Superintendent McPhetridge 
in their fiduciary responsibility 
and lack of professional integrity 
is astounding! It is also outrageous 

Julia Park Tracey
It has been my pleasure and 

honor to be Alameda’s Poet 
Laureate for the past two and 
a half years. I was selected by 
former Mayor Marie Gilmore in 
2014 to pick up the mantle for a 
three-year term after the passing 
of Alameda’s first Poet Laureate, 
Mary Rudge.

Our styles as poets and leaders 
could not have been more distinct. 
Mary signed her emails and letters, 
“For poetry, always,” held numer-
ous competitions and gatherings 
for her supporters and followers, 
and focused on publishing and 
open mic events with local and 
international poets. She laid the 
groundwork for all poets laureate 
to follow and I appreciated her pas-
sion, commitment and purpose.

When I took on the role, I need-
ed to put my own stamp on the 
honor; as many people told me, I 
had Mary’s shoes to fill. In my ten-
ure, I attended many community 
events where poetry was not the 
usual format (the Kiwanis Club, 
City Council and various fundrais-
ers for the Midway Shelter, the 
Alameda Food Bank and the ani-
mal shelter, among others). 

Although I do enjoy my type-
writer and quill pen, I brought 
21st-century technology to the 
table by creating a Facebook page 
and live-tweeting poetry events; I 
hash-tagged everything possible 
with #whypoetrymatters. I went 
to any classroom that would have 
me, in public and private schools, 
for any age group. The students 
at Island High School who invited 
me to witness their poetry slam 
each December quickly earned my 
esteem for their truth, vulnerabil-
ity and facility with language.

As a member of Alameda 
Peeps (a Facebook group), I was 

invited to read a group-written 
poem about — well, I’m not quite 
sure what it was about, but why 
does poetry have to be about any-
thing, anyway? 

I was an official judge for three 
years for the Alameda Spelling Bee 
in February, sharing the particular 
delight of a well-spelled word with 
dozens of students and their anx-
ious parents. And I participated in 
the annual Banned Books Week at 
the Alameda Free Library, reading 
the scandalous literary works of 
—shhh— Shel Silverstein and Dr. 
Seuss, along with Lois Lowry and 
J.K. Rowling, with not-at-all-guilty 
pleasure. 

Many people do not know that 
I was the founding editor of this 
newspaper; it’s true. In 2001, I was 
the first editor of the Alameda Sun 
and helped set the tone for locally 
owned community journalism that 
makes a difference. As a single 
mother, I wrote news and features 
on deadline while my youngest 
daughter played Barbies and col-
ored under the kneehole of my 
desk. We lived on ad-trade pizza 
and sandwiches and the generos-
ity of the Alameda Food Bank in 
those early years. I was editor at 
the Sun until 2006, then left for a 
stint at Alameda Magazine and 
freelance work. I returned to the 
Sun as publisher until I left the 
paper to write books in 2010. 

The Alameda Sun and Alameda 
are both a part of my history; 
starting a newspaper with cre-
ative friends Eric Kos and Eric 
Turowski helped me get past an 
ugly divorce, find my way in a 
new community and fly onward to 
the literary goals I set for myself 
long ago. Becoming Alameda’s 
Poet Laureate was never part of 

the plan, but what an exceptional 
experience it has been.

You may have noticed I said 
this was a three-year term, but 
I am nodding farewell a little 
early. Some of my friends know 
that my husband hurt his back a 
while ago. After several months 
of unsuccessful treatment, he has 
retired from his career, and thus 
we are moving from the Island 
City that we love to a little house 
in the redwoods in west Sonoma 
County. I look forward to finding 
a new literary community there, 
and a new normal (whatever that 
is). You can be sure that writing 
books and freelance journalism 
will continue to fill my days, as 
will poetry --- and Facebook posts. 

It’s hard to say goodbye to this 
island, with its close-knit commu-
nity — from Chamber ambassa-
dors to Peeps, with so much histo-
ry, and events that help mark the 
months and years with both tradi-
tion and contemporary celebra-
tions. I’ve been a proud Alamedan. 
I still am, in spirit. Thank you for 
entrusting me with your stories, 
and for listening to my words. 

Julia Park Tracey is an award-
winning journalist, author and 
poet. You can find her online at 
Facebook/JuliaParkTraceyAuthor 
and Twitter/@juliaparktracey.

Please turn to page 10 for 
Tracey’s original poem about 
Alameda.

Poet Laureate Bids 
Adieu to Alameda

that they have the audacity to 
expect the property owners of 
the District to increase their prop-
erty taxes (Measure A and B1) at 
the same time they involve them-
selves in this nefarious activity. 
All the other stuff the letter com-
plained about was quite irrele-
vant to the subject of my letter. 

 — Bruce Elerick

Farewell I was selected in 
2014 to pick up 
the mantle for a 
three-year term 
after the passing 
of Alameda’s first 
Poet Laureate, 
Mary Rudge.


