
OPINION
Letters to the Editor

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001

Eric J. Kos & Dennis Evanosky
Publishers

Ekene Ikeme, Sports & Web Editor

Colin Close, Graphic Designer

Jeannie Rodriguez, Finance

Jillian Strahler, Classified Advertising

Cindy Pelletier, Display Advertising

Contributors
JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko, Gil Michaels, Irene Dieter, 

Richard Bangert, Mike Rosati, Mike Lano,  

Robin Seeley, Jeffrey R. Smith, Maurice Ramirez

The Alameda Sun is a member of:

3215J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

Editorial n 510-263-1470
Advertising n 510-263-1471

Finance/Production n 510-263-1472
Fax n 510-263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

23,500 copies delivered 
FREE Every Thursday

6      March 1, 2018                          www.alamedasun.com Alameda Sun

Joe Heller

Sun fans write in
Editor’s note: More kind words 

for the Alameda Sun rolled in recent-
ly from our loyal subscribers.

We are very pleased to once 
again contribute to the Alameda 
Sun. Eric Kos and Dennis Evanosky 
and their fine staff have continu-
ally tried to the best of their ability 
to provide information concerning 
our community. 

The newspapers are one of the 
last bastions of providing vital, 
necessary communication with 
the community. Without a free 
press, democracy cannot survive. 

We are hoping that the Sun 
will become more aggressive at 
truth-finding at City Hall. We are 
hoping that the Sun will take a 
more active, positive approach to 
upcoming elections as their voice 
is a “voice of the people.” 

Most people today are ill-
informed and it is through this 
medium that they could vote for 
persons in the right direction.

P.S. Kos, Evanosky and staff 
are notoriously noted as starving 
artists and they love donuts and 
bagels. Next time you send a con-
tribution, send them a few sinkers 
with a hole in the middle.

— Lil & Norma Arnerich

I appreciate your independent 
local journalism.

— Laurie Nemzer

Great paper! Keep up the good 
work. 

— Susie Hageman

Eric, Dennis and crew:
Continue with your great com-

munity news. We always read every 
page.

— Lee & Joan Buckner

Morton Chalfy
It’s Winter Olympics time and 

we get to watch the athletes go 
higher, faster, farther and with 
more spins and revolutions. On 
the ice they’re doing quadruple 
spins and in the half pipe they’re 
throwing tricks in the prelims that 
won gold at the last Olympics. The 
athletes are incredible, and in many 
cases incredibly young. When a 
teenager competes at this level we 
can be sure he or she started train-
ing in grade school. And therein lies 
the story of the last 150 years.

In my long-ago youth a dou-
ble somersault or spin in the air 
brought gasps from the audience. 
Now toddlers do them. Basketball 
was played in short shorts and set 
shots were the main weapon. Now, 
Steph Curry. The development of 
the athletes’ abilities has been driv-
en by the accumulation of money 
and coaching around the sports 
with the largest following. The ath-
letes start earlier, are coached from 
an earlier age and compete for 
larger and larger prizes.

This “virtuous circle” of rewards 
for excellence which attracts those 

who learn best from the past has 
prevailed in nearly every area of 
human endeavor. The Model T has 
morphed into the Tesla, the Kitty 
Hawk’s 12-minute flight has soared 
into the International Space Station 
and Copernicus’ Theory into the 
Big Bang.

Humanity has never experi-
enced this onrush of development 
before because up until the last few 
centuries we all lived in mostly iso-
lated enclaves of tribes where we 
were not exposed to other ways of 
looking at things or thinking about 
the world. 

Now that no one is immune to 
the ongoing exchange of knowl-
edge, the changes and develop-
ments are only limited by how 
fast the new generation gets into 
school. And as a larger and larger 
percentage of children enter school 
each year and catch up to the accu-
mulated learning of the past by the 
time they enter high school, we can 
safely expect the future changes to 
continue accelerating.

I do believe that the scientific 
method is here to stay. We may 
encounter Dark Ages in places but 

The Pace of Learning

the overall arc of human history 
has been irrevocably bent by the 
scientific method and because 
that method works to understand 
and manipulate reality it will con-
tinue to flourish. Now if we can 
find a way to apply that “learn-
ing to be better” environment 
to social interactions in support 
of peace around the world we’ll 
really be onto something.

Higher, faster, farther, kinder 
and more humanely!

Check out more of Morton 
Chalfy’s writings at www.morton 
chalfy.com.

Amblin’ Alameda

In my long-ago 
youth a double 
somersault or 
spin in the air 
brought gasps 
from the audi-
ence. Now tod-
dlers do them. 

Saturday statement 
continues growing
Editor:

Last Saturday our “Everyone 
Belongs Here” weekly Human 
Billboard Vigil joined the 
People’s Climate Movement 
in solidarity with the Working 
People’s National Day of Action. 
Thousands in cities across the 
country stood in support of 
the freedom of workers to join 
together in strong unions to 
fight for decent and equitable 
pay, affordable health care, qual-
ity schools, vibrant communities 
and a secure future for all. 

Fighting for the climate means 
fighting alongside working people, 
because the 1 percent who are 
rigging the economy for their own 
benefit and trampling the rights of 
workers are the very same people 
who are destroying and polluting 
our irreplaceable natural resourc-
es. Organized labor is and always 
has been a crucial part of the 
People’s Climate Movement. On 
Saturday we showed them that we 
have their backs!  

On Feb. 26, the U.S. Supreme 
Court finally heard a pivotally 
important labor rights case: Janus 
v. AFSCME Council 31. The case 
addresses decades of attacks 
on working people by powerful 
interests that have pushed to 
eliminate environmental protec-
tions, limit voting rights, attack 
immigrants and roll back civil 
rights legislation.

Here in Alameda, we are keen-
ly aware of the links between 
racial justice, human rights and 
climate justice. We proudly bear 
witness to these values every 
week on Saturday, noon to 1 p.m., 
at the intersection of Park Street 
and Santa Clara Avenue. 

Come join us on any Saturday. 
Be a part of making Alameda a 
community where not only does 
everyone belong, but where we 
are aware and we care. We are 
woke! Bring a sign!

— Ruth Smiler

City’s use of bond 
money misguided
Editor:

The use of tax-free municipal 
bonds to pay for much need-
ed infrastructure upgrades in 
Alameda is misguided. Tax-free, 
government-issued bonds are a 
major component of the neo-lib-
eral juggernaut that has resulted 
in our grotesque income and 
wealth inequality. 

Three rich guys: Bill Gates, 
Warren Buffett and Jeff Bezos are 
worth more than the lower 150 mil-
lion Americans. This is a party-neu-
tral problem; Reagan pushed new 
income growth to the 1 to 30 per-
cent, up from about 8 percent in the 
Eisenhower era. Clinton pushed new 
income growth to the 1 to 45 percent; 
the Bushes, 65 percent and Obama 
to an astonishing 95 percent of all 
income growth to the 1 percent. 

Now with Trump’s $5 trillion 
in tax cuts for the wealthy and $2 
trillion in tax hikes on the middle 
class, we can look forward to the 1 
percent enjoying 100 percent of all 
income growth.  

Other municipalities are con-
fronting the grotesque income 
inequality head on. Portland, Ore., 
has a 10 percent tax increase on 
companies that pay their CEO’s 100 
times more than the median salary 
of their workers. San Francisco has 
a transfer tax on properties worth 
more than $5 million. Why can’t 
Alameda seek revenue from those 
who can afford it? 

— David Baker

Landlords must justify 
rent increases
Editor:

I believe that the City Council 
needs to be stricter in regards to 
how often landlords can raise their 
rents. I rent an apartment from 
the Island’s biggest rental firm. I 
received a letter from them inform-
ing me that my rent will be increas-
ing by $105 to a new monthly rent of 
$2,280, for an apartment.

The letter stated the rent increase 
is “due to rising costs, insurances 
and maintenance.” I called and said 
that it is unfair to raise the rents 
again by just stating why without 
showing proof. I have not gotten a 
raise at work in a long time, so since 
I moved in to the unit I am paying 
$205 more per month. As for them 
claiming to perform maintenance? 
Good luck trying to get responses 
and repair work done. 

This is just greed on their part. 
Gouging their tenants for even more 
money year after year and saying 
it’s needed. They know if I move 
out, someone else will move in, and 
pay higher rent than what I was 
paying. Alameda should have its  
landlords provide proof to a city 
clerk or to a member of fair housing 
to justify their raising rents.

I am at the point now where I 
am considering leaving this over-
crowded, high-cost-of-living Island 
that does not care for those who 
are middle class, senior or strug-

gling to survive. Alameda is growing 
too rapidly and is too expensive. 
Those working off-Island are driv-
ing home values through the roof 
and landlords are taking advantage 
of the demand for housing via the 
ridiculous rents in this city. 

Step it up Alameda! Protect the 
lifelong residents and prevent con-
stant rent increases from greedy 
landlords. You can do it! Maybe I 
should run for mayor, a mayor that 
cares for the Island.

— Victor Gallegos

Open letter to officials
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Gov. Brown, Assm. Bonta 
and Sen. Skinner:

I am a resident of the City of 
Alameda. I recently attended a 
school board meeting and learned 
something very disturbing that I 
wanted to bring to everyone’s atten-
tion. Apparently, the California leg-
islature and you, Gov. Brown, have 
adopted a plan to shrink the state’s 
unfunded liabilities, by placing a 
larger responsibility for the State’s 
own pension burden upon local gov-
ernments and school districts. 

Here in Alameda, where the 
average annual budget for the 
entire school district is around $100 
million, that pension burden is now 
almost $20 million, and is expected 
to rise. As a result of this newly 
increasing pension burden, schools 
here in Alameda are facing budget 
cuts that will likely lead to a loss of 
teaching staff, cutting programs for 
students and increasing class sizes. 

This is a serious consequence for 
our students, and I am disgusted to 
learn that these consequences are 
a direct result of the state having 
foisted its own pension obligations 
upon our schools. By forcing local 
school districts to take responsibil-
ity for state pension obligations that 
the state is unwilling to address 
itself, the legislature and governor 
have done harm to the residents of 
this state, the future of our students.
They have placed the future wellbe-
ing of our entire public school sys-
tem in jeopardy. 

In addition to this increased 
pension burden, the local control 
funding formula funding for schools 
is stuck at 2008 levels. So not only 
are schools having to devote huge 
percentages of their budget to pen-
sion obligations foisted upon them 
by California (Alameda’s pension 
obligation is now approximately 20 
percent of its annual budget), but 
state funding of schools is stuck 
at levels 10 years out of date. This 
is unacceptable, and I am shocked 
to learn that this is the “best” our 
state has been able to do for the 
most important sector of our popu-
lation — our children. 

I am imploring all California resi-
dents to raise this issue with their 
representatives to contact the three 
of you and demand that you bring 
funding to 2018 levels, and reduce 
the pension burden placed upon 
our schools. These two issues need 
to be dealt with before students and 
schools throughout this state suffer 
any greater harm. 

— Joe Keiser

Better uses for McKay 
Avenue property
Editor: 

I was speechless after reading 
the article about the Alameda Point 
Collaborative’s (APC) intention to 

“rehab and develop” the former 
Federal property on McKay Avenue 
to house  a “wellness center” to  
assist and treat homeless persons 
with current medical and mental 
conditions and other high users 
of the health care system. (“Point 
Collaborative Plans New Shelter,” 
Feb. 15)

McKay Avenue is the only access 
to the beach, park and visitors’ cen-
ter at Crab Cove, used almost daily 
by children of all ages walking in 
long lines from most of our city’s 
kindergartens, preschools, elemen-
tary and high schools. 

It is also a recreational site 
used and enjoyed by thousands of 
Alamedans year ’round. Doug Biggs 
and the APC have available to them 
nearly unlimited unused buildings at 
the former Naval Air Station, where 
they already operate shelters. So 
why not rehab some suitable build-
ings there? Better yet, why not just 
divide up the $35 to $40 million 
among all the needy of Alameda, 
so they can buy a home and pay 
for they own medical expenses? In 
other words, put the money where 
it’s needed, instead of lining the 
pockets of some bureaucrats.

The former federal property on 
McKay Avenue must be worth a few 
hundred million dollars, at least, 
given its prime location. So let’s use 

it and develop it in the best inter-
ests of our city and our community.

— Peter Nevada

Editor’s note: A federal mandate 
dictated the use of the referenced 
property.

Support our teachers
Editor: 

I am writing in support of 
Alameda’s teachers, and I’d like to 
tell you why. I am a classroom 
volunteer at Haight Elementary 
School, and am a retired teacher of 
basic skills, reading and math.  

I know first-hand how hard our 
teachers work, both in the class-
room, and before and after school.  
Many buy supplies out of their 
own pockets. Our teachers want all 
their students to learn and thrive. 
There are many challenges, different 
learning styles and abilities, special 
needs, and even disruptive students.

It is not an easy profession, as 
some may think. 

A good teacher needs to hold 
interest, attention and order in the 
class for optimal learning to occur, 
and students to flourish. No easy 
task, but our teachers are dedicated 
professionals. They deserve to be 
compensated as well as, or better, 
than other communities. They also 
deserve full health and dental care 
for their families.

Our city is in good financial 
shape with increased real estate 
and retail revenue, plus the Navy 
land we inherited. It should be no 
problem to pay our teachers a good 
salary.  

After all, we entrust them with 
our most precious entity, our chil-
dren.

— Irene Patterson

Rename elementary  
school for Weltha
Editor:

It is possible to both honor-
ably retain the Haight name, and 
avoid the expense of a costly name 
change. Alameda could indicate the 
school name no longer refers to 
Gov. Henry H. Haight, but instead 
to Weltha Haight (1825-1906), wife 
of banker Henry W. Haight, Gov. 
Haight’s nephew. 

When Weltha arrived in San 
Francisco in 1852 she joined 
the first social service agency 
in California, the San Francisco 
Ladies’ Protection and Relief 
Society. 

In 1853, the society opened 
the city’s first orphanage to 
“serve [destitute] children and 
families of all faiths and back-
grounds who arrived in the city 
in need of assistance.” As a phi-
lanthropist she served for the 
next 51 years as head of the 
board of directors.

In February 2018, Evalyn 
Barn wrote in the Marina Times, 
that Weltha Haight “lived a life of 
service, love and, no doubt, a lot 
of forgiveness, considering the 
wild days of San Francisco in the 
mid-19th century.” 

Likewise, local histo-
rian Angus MacFarlane, after 
explaining that Weltha has 
“been overlooked” because 
of how history has treated 
women, suggests “it’s time for 
her to rise up.” 

Renaming the school in 
honor of this woman’s life of 
altruistic civic service would set 
students a sound example of 
responsible civic appreciation.

— Arthur B. Shostak


