
6      Feb. 9, 2017         www.alamedasun.com       Alameda Sun

OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Sanctuary city  
in Alameda?
Editor:

A recent article (“Council 
Makes Island City a Sanctuary 
City,” Jan. 26) reported that the 
Alameda City Council and the 
Alameda School Board voted to 
declare our city a “Sanctuary 
City.” As a mom, this disturbs 
me greatly. I want to protect my 
family and my children, but this 
decision is putting my town and 
my family at risk!

Our City Council is not a politi-
cal party that is designed to act 
against the Federal Government. 
It is meant to be a group that 
protects Alameda’s individuals, 
families, children and businesses.

As a lifelong resident, I have 
seen our town change from when 
we had lots of government money 
due to our Navy base, to the cur-
rent time when we have worked 
with the Federal Government to 
obtain, and clean up the former 
Navy base. In addition, we want 
the Veteran’s Administration to 
build a hospital on the former 
base, and continue to clean up 
the base. 

Our town applies for govern-
ment grants and has greatly ben-
efited from this relationship. Why 
in the world would we want to 
punch Uncle Sam in the face with 
one hand, as we have our other 
hand out in need of current and 
future funding to make our town 
thrive? Is there anything to be 
gained by picking a fight with our 
benefactor? It is a lose-lose situa-
tion. We have nothing to gain, but 
everything to lose.

The big fight is over calling our 
town a Sanctuary City. There can 
be a debate made over whether 
people think that immigrants to 
our country should stand in line, 
fill out paperwork, get their shots 
and show proof of who they are, 
or cut the line, possibly bring 
diseases back to our country and 
possibly be criminals. 

My daughter wants to drive. 
Should she wait in line, take tests 
to show she knows the rules of 
the road, and show that she is 
proficient in driving, or should we 
just let her drive a car? 

The Sanctuary City debate has 
nothing to do with our town. Our 
town is very loving and accepting 
of all people already.

The vote to declare us 
a Sanctuary City should be 
reversed! The City Council and the 
School Board are not protecting 
us with this decision. Choosing 

to declare war against the Federal 
Government over a political view 
is not a way of protecting our 
families and businesses, but is a 
way of putting us all at risk. 

If they want to show disagree-
ment with our government, let 
them protest, or march, on their 
own time, but they shouldn’t drag 
our beautiful city down due to 
their personal views. Alameda is a 
friendly town, not an angry, fight-
ing town. We should be a law-abid-
ing town. Our website says that 
we accept everyone. That should 
include our government, too!

I have four daughters, and 
haven’t been able to sleep well 
since they passed this law. I 
don’t want one of my kids to 
become another Kate, like in San 
Francisco!

— Linda Juhala

Bay Farm path  
to be relit soon 
Editor:

Your readers may be interest-
ed in hearing about the plan to 
replace the lights along the bike 
path on Bay Farm. A number of 
concerned residents have submit-
ted items on SeeClickFix about the 
lights being out.

Today, I received the following 
email from Amy Wooldridge at 
Alameda Parks and Recreation.

— Charles Axthelm

Hello Mr. Axthelm,
Yes, there is a project in pro-

cess to replace the light poles 
along the Shoreline Park pathway 
on Bay Farm Island. The proj-
ect is being managed by Abdulla 
Ahmed, in Public Works. 

I don’t have a specific time-
frame for you yet, but this is an 
important project for us and 
we have identified a significant 
amount of money for the project.

— Amy Wooldridrge

Adopt-a-Bed Update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individu-
als and groups who have contrib-
uted to the Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children.   
A number of the listed donors 
contributed several times during 
January.

Among the donors were: 
Paula Patillo-Dupree, Louise 
& Carl Champion and Gail 
Weininger who gave in memory of 
Joanne McKray. Lance & Sandra 
Russum donated in memory of: 
Alberta Huth, Walter Schroeder, 
Norma Watchers, James David 

Jeffrey R. Smith
While many of us have either 

strapped on pink knit “kitty” caps 
or assumed the prenatal position 
fretting about President Trump, 
some of the robust ones have 
already hop-scotched over Trump 
and leap-frogged over Mike Pence.
Forever searching for the fly in the 
Jello, they have gone on to worry 
about his appointee for Secretary 
of Education. That appointee 
would be Betsy DeVos.

According to the Jan. 14 Wall 
Street Journal, many students 
across America are “trapped in 
lousy public schools.” And now 
the bad news. As reported by the 
WSJ, Betsy, hitherto, has “dedi-
cated her private fortune to liber-
ating poor kids trapped in lousy 
public schools.” If this ain’t a 
false fact or an alternate fact, we 
are in deep kimchee. But wait, it 
gets worse.

Betsy did all this “liberating” 
as a civilian. She wasn’t even the 
Grand Poohbah of Legions of Edu-
crats yet and already she was “lib-
erating poor kids.” What will she do 
when she has budgetary discretion 
to use federal money to liberate 
poor kids?

Imagine the damage she could 
do if she slips into the Department 
of Education Control Room, after 
dark, and begins yanking power 
levers, withdrawing control rods 
and ignoring the sagely advice and 
generous contributions of national 
teachers’ unions.

Whether or not to trap students 
in “lousy schools” seems to be the 
great divide between well-intended 

liberals and pragmatic, sangfroid 
conservatives.

While Hollywood does not 
always produce cinema verite 
when it comes to pulp-fiction, 
docu-dramas spotlighting public 
high schools, it does occasionally 
get it right. Consider such notable 
white papers on High Schools as: 
Grease, Mean Girls, Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off, Carrie, Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High, Twilight or Waiting 
on Superman. In fact Waiting came 
so perilously close to the truth that 
even Michelle Rhee objected to the 
movie. 

Rhee was the Chancellor 
that vigilantly presided over the 
Washington D.C. Standardized Test 
Scandal when the students did not 
cheat; the teachers cheated; they 
corrected student answer sheets 
not in a nefarious way, but only to 
qualify for bonus pay.

Rhee successfully stonewalled 
what could have been an embar-
rassing investigation had her dis-
trict cooperated with, and not 
scotched, the ensuing investiga-
tion. Her cover-up was so success-
ful that Donald Trump momentarily 
had her short-listed for Secretary 
of Education.

Waiting on Superman centered 
on an actual school in the Bronx: 
the American Dream Charter of 
South Bronx. Wouldn’t you know it, 
“American Dream” is lifted right out 
of the Encyclopedia of Conservative 
Platitudes. “Get a decent high 
school education and you can suc-
ceed in the Land of Opportunity.”

In truth, American Dream 
Charter was another school out to 

siphon students away from “lousy 
public schools.” American Dream 
Charter was so successful that in 
order to gain admission, you had 
to win a lottery to get in there. The 
odds of getting in, while you were 
still under retirement age, were 
roughly equivalent to winning the 
California Power Ball contest.

Imagine if American Dream 
Charter had open enrollment and 
expandable resources. The horror!

DeBlasio, the current Mayor of 
New York City, did what any well-
meaning liberal Democrat would do 
and stopped the unfair advantage 
gained by students who attended 
the superior Dream Charter. He 
found sufficient grounds to close 
the school.

In the service of protecting pub-
lic education, the battle cry seems 
to be: “Stop escaping students!” 
One might wonder if supporters of 
public education will one day be 
against birth control in order to 
ensure there are sufficient students 
to populate public schools?

Any institution can be judged 
by the angle of the barbed wire  
above the chain link fence that 
surrounds it. If the arms that sup-
port the electrified concertina wire 
angle toward you, you are the pris-
oner. In public education, the arms 
point inward, towards the campus.

Charter schools and vouchers 
represent escape routes, catapults 
over, or tunnels under, the fence.

Just when we thought public 
education had a captive audience, 
Trump delivers an existential 
threat to mediocrity, by nominat-
ing Betsy DeVos.

Ed. Appointee Doesn’t Bode Well for Public Schools
DeVos wants to give fami-

lies the “freedom to choose” 
between public, charter or pri-
vate schools funded in part by 
vouchers. This threat to pub-
lic school teachers’ job secu-
rity is compounded right here in 
Estuary City.

But does she believe fami-
lies, educated in “lousy public 
schools,” can be trusted to make 
intelligent school choices?

Jeffrey R Smith is a math 
teacher at Encinal High School.

Tongue in Cheek

Sutherland, Tom Donato, Margaret 
Smith, Scott Catlett, Tom Wood, Ken 
Fuhrman, and Paul Rivard; while 
Virginia Krutilek, Genette & Eugene 
Beardsley, and First Presbyterian 
Church of Alameda also gave gener-
ously. Robert S. McBride, Rose Huie, 
Renee & William Sheehan, Edward & 
Rabbit Brassmassery, and Leslie & 
Kerry Kurasaki opened their hearts 
and wallets. They were joined by 
Christine Buck, Laurie Parks, Andy 
Drake, Anonymous I, Barbara 
Wildman and Bruce & Kathleen 
Bothwell.

Councilmember Marilyn Ezzy & 
her husband Howard Ashcraft donat-
ed last month, as did Womans Life 
Insurance Society Review No. 59, Ross 
& Nancy Peterson, Jane & Robert 
Sullwold, LeeAnne & Michael Baker, 
and The Lundeen Family who gave in 
memory of Mary McDonald. Dennis & 
Judy Bush, Gary & Patryce Salvo, June 
Kerschman, Luke & Pamela Sims and 
Patricia Sahadi all helped out as well. 

Debra Leow gave in Memory 
of Mary McDonald; and M. Buck, 
Christine Buck, Catherine Atcheson, 
Graham Family & Otis School Sock 
Drive, and the Alameda Welfare 
Council also donated. Anonymous 
II, III & IV, were among the donors, 
as were Barbara Capon, Scott 
Noble, who gave in memory of Mary 
McDonald, Helda Moya and First 
Congregational Church (UCC).

Dana Blankman, Daniel Kucera 
and Barbara Krummell chipped in, as 
did Richard Harkins, Irene Rakochy, 
Susan Maclaughlin, Eldyne Perrou, 
Daniel Brodnitz, Maureen Shandobil 
and Kara Caputo. We’d also like to 
thank Jason Cannava, Mavis Guber, 
Carol Fitzgerald, Stewart Wilson, Dia 
Penning, Beverly Ark, Hazel Sears 
and Heather Little & friends for their 
donations. 

John Abraham, Georgia Turner, 
Suzanne Martin and Larry Mar were 
donors in January. So were: Beth 
Strachan, Daniella Sotelo, Jone 
Stebbins, Amanda Castelel, Sharon 
Neam, Paul Svec and Theresa Ryan. 
Emily Hung, Connie Nowlin, Leeanne 
Stratton, Frank W. Camp, Linda 
Tracy and Mona Personius were also 
among the January donors. 

Joanne Lippi gave in memory of 
Mary McDonald and Alice Trepp, 
Oliver Viveier, Carolyn Villa, Carolyn 
Hewitt and former Alameda Sun edi-
tor Suzanne LaBarre also donated 
generously. Matthew Anderson, 
James Vickers, Penelope Pahl, 
Matthew Duncan, Jordan Battani, 
and John & Susan Nisbet gave along 
with Twin Towers United Methodist 
Church and the Estate of Alameda 
historian Imelda Merlin. 

Donations may be sent to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda, CA, 94501. For 

further information call 523-2377 
or go to www.midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek

AEF Adopt-A-
Classroom thank you
Editor:

The Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF) is close to 
reaching its goal of 200 Adopt-A-
Classroom donations for the 2016 
- 2017 school year. As of the end 
of January, we have presented 174 
teachers with $500 checks from 
our generous community. 

I would like to thank our January 
Adopt-A-Classroom donors, includ-

ing: The Rodriguez Family and 
Google Inc.; Perforce Foundation 
on behalf of Connie Carvalho; The 
Jew Family; Dodge & Cox on behalf 
of the Wismar Family; and Wells 
Fargo. I’d also like to thank Arvin 
& Catherine Lee, parents of Jayden 
Lee; Arvin & Catherine Lee, par-
ents of Branden Lee; The Peddada 
Family; The Hoover Family and the 
Anderson Family.

In addition, I would like to 
thank the Alameda Welfare 
Council for their grant supporting 
two classrooms in need. 

A final “thanks” goes out to 
our friends at Orangetheory 
Fitness at Alameda Landing — 

their trainers performed 2,000 
burpees to raise $2,000 to adopt 
four teachers, including three 
elementary school physical edu-
cation teachers and the sports 
medicine teacher at Alameda 
High School.

AEF will be accepting dona-
tions through the end of February 
for our final batch of adoptions in 
March. 

If you would like to sup-
port a teacher and their class-
room, please visit www.alameda 
education.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt-A-Classroom Chair, 

Alameda Education Foundation

Aamir M.
I am Muslim, and I formerly at-

tended prayer at the Islamic Cen-
ter of Alameda. The intended sen-
timent of the demonstration at 
the Islamic Center of Alameda on 
Sunday was not lost (“Executive 
Order Spurs Islanders into Ac-
tion,” Feb. 2). I think it is morally 
wrong to sanction specific Middle 
Eastern countries, people should 
be treated with dignity, and I am 
offended by President Trump.

As a Muslim, I know many peo-
ple fear my religion because they 
do not understand it, and in Al-
ameda it is so nice to see people 
come together with love in their 
hearts. I wanted to let people 
know there are other Mosques 
and religions who could use sup-
port. 

I felt it was important for the 
public to be reminded of the black 
eye left by the owners and leaders 

of the Islamic Center of Alameda, 
especially since I hear there were 
city councilmembers and city of-
ficials there on Sunday.

You all need to be reminded 
of the terrible things the leader of 
the Mosque has done. They have 
brought shame to our culture, 
especially in such a volatile time. 
I felt so bad I do not pray there 
anymore. The owners (the Balde 
Family) lied, cheated and stole 
from more than a dozen immigrant 
Latino families according to a 2013 
judgement against the owners of 
the Islamic Center of Alameda. 

Alameda County Superior 
Judge Kimberly Cowell called the 
actions of the Balde Family “de-
spicable” and awarded a record 
$15.1 million judgment against 
the owners of the Islamic Center 
of Alameda. 

Court documents show the 
Baldes billed themselves as law-

yers and promised illegal im-
migrants a path to citizenship. 
Instead they stole the money 
pooled from immigrant family re-
sources and broke up families, in 
many cases telling them to return 
to their home countries so they 
could finish their proceedings. 

Look, if you’re going to stand 
up for immigrant rights, which I 
fully support, know who you’re 
standing next to, or rather whose 
religious center leader you are 
supporting. The Baldes committed  
horrible acts against immigrants 
and they haven’t paid out a dime. 
Please support other mosques in 
our area, as well as other Latino 
organizations. Stay away from the 
Islamic Center of Alameda.

Aamir M. is a resident of Oak-
land.

Mosque Has Baggage Attached

Commentary

Former member recalls 2013 judgment against center


